
Devices down,  
eyes up, hands-on:
10 points to boost student learning and success in the AI era

1.	 No screens (including online assessments) for students in prekindergarten through second 
grade, unless there is a compelling reason, such as to most effectively support a student with 
special needs.

2.	 No student-facing AI in elementary schools—not only to prevent harm, but to build children’s 
skills like relationship-building and persistence. All other student-facing AI, including digital 
literacy efforts, must be supervised by educators. And until at least age 16, there should be a 
total ban on so-called “social companion” chatbots, computer programs that simulate human 
relationships.

3.	 Redesign schooling so active learning, including project-based, experiential and career-
connected learning, is the norm across all grade levels. That means redesigning accountability, 
as well.

4.	 Ensure students have a solid foundation in literacy, numeracy and civic engagement.

5.	 Focus on well-being, so that students and their families have their basic needs met and students 
are prepared to learn, as community schools do so successfully.

6.	 Protect intellectual property and academic freedom, and support educators to understand, 
effectively use and make classroom-based decisions about technology integration. 

7.	 Establish a new gold standard for safety and privacy for the use of AI in schools. Providers that 
cannot meet these requirements should not be eligible to serve K-12 education.

8.	 Establish an independent research consortium to build a strong knowledge base for effective 
education practices that can be sustained and scaled. The research should include the effects 
of AI, screens and technology on students, and should not be paid for by the industries whose 
products are being researched.

9.	 Ensure adequate funding of education by states and the federal government. That means 
reversing the trend of disinvestment since the Great Recession and targeting funding to level the 
playing field and promote opportunity for all students. And it means not letting AI and vouchers 
further defund public education.

10.	A “tech tax” on Big Tech’s earnings and on some business operations, to ensure they pay their 
fair share for the adverse and disruptive consequences of this technology on American families, 
such as workers being displaced by AI.


