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Nydia M. Velazquez is a representative for New
York's 7th Congressional District. During her
tenure in Congress, she’s made history several
times. In 1992, Velazquez became the first
Puerto Rican woman elected to the U.S. House
of Representatives. In 1998, she hecame the
first Hispanic woman to serve as a ranking
member of a full House committee. In 2006,

she made history again when she served as the

chair of that same committee, the House Small
Business Committee.

Velazquez is a longtime human and civil rights
advocate for the Puerto Rican people. In the late
1990s and the 2000s, she was a leader in the
successful Vieques movement which sought to stop

the United States military from using the inhabited
island as a bomb testing ground. The U.S. Navy
closed its last remaining base on Puerto Rico

in2004.
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