BURNED
AT THE
HIGH STAKES

A Somewhat Pseudo
Self-Test About Testing

By W. JAMES POPHAM

ODAY, A BLAZE of test-talk is sweeping the coun-

try. To illustrate, most newspapers now routinely
rank local schools on the basis of students’ standard-
ized test scores. Such rankings, whether high or low,
invariably trigger test-talk on the part of parents, teach-
ers, and members of school boards. Some newspaper
editors, in recognition of the competitive virtues of
test-based comparisons, have even considered publish-

W. James Popham, a UCLA emeritus professor, has
written extensively about educational assessment in-
cluding two recently published books, Modern Educa-
tional Measurement: Practical Guidelines for Educa-
tional Leaders and Testing! Testing! What Every Parent
Should Know About School Tests, both published in
1999 by Allyn and Bacon.
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ing school-by-school rankings in their sports section.
Although people love to applaud a winner, they find it
truly gratifying to look down on a loser.

Yet, though test-talk is common these days, not
many people speak the language of assessment with
unbridled confidence.This is true even for teachers,
few of whom actually took a formal course in testing.
And, although some might have endured a brush
with testing during a course in educational psychol-
ogy or instructional methods, most have been forced
to pick up their insights about assessment as a conse-
quence of on-the-job experience. That’s why the fol-
lowing somewhat pseudo self-test is included in this
issue of the American Educator. You can quickly find
out how muddle-free your own test-talk really is. Or
you can even try it out on colleagues or unsuspecting
friends.
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THE SELF-TEST

Directions: Below you will find 17 items containind assessment—related words Of phrases pre-
sented in poldface tyPe each © which will be followed by two definitions- yYour task 1S to decide
which of the two definitions accurately represents the item's poldfaced word of phrase. Atthe end
of the self-test, an italicized answer key has been prOV\ded.The correct answers, incidentally, ac-
tually aré correct.

1. Affective Assessment
A. Atest of someone’s affection; that is, the degree of amorousness one person feels toward
another person. These tests: usually self-report inventories: have recently pbeen emp\oyed. with
notable economic success, by computer-based singles agencies.

ment devices '\ntended to assess the attitudes, interests, and values of ind’widua\s. In

group of students. gelf-report e inventories SN uld not beé dtom n inference about
the affective status of an individua student.

2 Authentic Assessment

A A classroom test that has, asa consequence ofa teacher's officially notarized affidavit, peen
formally des'\gnated asa genuine classroom test instead of 2 |esson plan: grocery list, or situa-
tion-comedy TV script.

B. Any form of assessment calling for students 10 supply responses to tasks that are moré “real-
world” than «academic in nature. This label for more rea\'\ty-rooted assessment has fallen out of
favor in recent years pecause its converse: namely. inauthentic assessmem, seems inane.

: ssment
A. A measureé ofa person‘s '\me\\ectua\ capab'\\'mes or poten\'\a\s. Cognitive achievement tests

assess @ student’s knowledge and/or skills. Cognitive aptitude tests predict 2 student’s future
mple, ina subsequent academ'\c setting.

any spoken words whatsoever, teachers

4. Criterion-Referenced Test

A, Based on the Greek term krinein which means “to separate,” a

given 10 married couples who, contemp\at‘mg a poss'\b\e dissolution of their marriagé,

mine from numerica\ test scores: complete with decimals, whether & marital preakup appears to
be warranted.

B. An assessment ofa student's status with respect 10 defined criterion pehaviors suchasa pody
of knowledge Of a skill. The student's test penormance is referenced pack to the criterion pehav-
jors when the teacher says, for example, Your SCOre: Sally, indicates you have mastered 85 per-
cent of 500 Kurdish yocabulary terms represemed by yeslerday‘s 20-item yocabulary quiz”
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Precautiong or the test’s €Mmotiong|
it, is typicaiiy taken to bed by the teacher €ach night.

fdescribing a
S €-equivalent Score of 6.4
S approximateiy €qual to hoy, a sixth-grader Would
month of the Schoo| year, Because of questionabie assessme
€se days,

€Ssment baseq on the Carefully documented test performances of Norman
hom Universj anthropologists Were able to Obserye and assegg for
in gradeg kindergarten through 12 during the 1930s, Students’ Scores on tests taken
today are referenced back to Norm’s origina| performances on a comparabie test,

B. A Comparatiye approach to educationai assessment in which a student’g performance on a tegt
is Compareq with the performances of other Students who haye aiready taken the Same tegt. The
Mmost Common norm-referenced assessment occurs when Students’ Scores op nationaliy Normeq
standardized tests are eported a5 percentiies, that js, are interpreted reiatively according to the
performance of the norm group.

8. Norma Curve Equivaient (NCE)

A. An indication of where a student’s test Score woyq have been locateq on the p
test-score distribution if the test Scores haq been arrayed, 5

nNormg| Curve,

actually arrayed jn a decisiveiy non-
rtic. A Norma| Curve €quivalent (NCE) is some-
©,” hence an also pg designated as an ENg,

An assessment of Students’ Skills or knowledge "equiring "®Sponses to tasks designeq to elicjt
fairly Substantig) Products o behaviors. Exampies of performance-test tasks would include a
directive that g Student Write an origina| €ssay or g "equiremen for a Student to delj

i e ech,

B. Tests that are Submitteq for Nnua| of nal Coungij on Mea-
] ] i inni aSsroom tegts receive

olio Assessment
A. The Systematic appraisa| of a student’s Collecteq work Samplesg,
assessment is to Nurture, vjg portfoiio-based Conference
dents’ skills jn evaiuating their own performances.

B.In Certain Charter Schools, Portfolio-g
performances ina i

i
e burneq in a Symbolic ceiebration, 0
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B.A point in

Manner

14, Rubric
A A Scoring
résponseg to
tiona| tool to
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measurement of a Student's ability to Perform Such smaii~muscie Skills as

Quartile jg €quivalent to the 254

O0t-camp tests thought to be so

reiiabiiity, that s, Consiste,

consrlstency reiiabiiity, that s, th

guide containing the
tests ¢,
help teacherg

B. A 9eometric, hand-hg

useful in keeping hyperactive Students OCcupieq.

of seg
teacherg Create muitipie-choice ex

unrepairapje
ows Counselorg to

€Sponse to this im 0
otic, or g Potentig|

handwriting,
Vaulting, iong-distance fUnning, angy

iarge-muscie skills a5 pole

one quart of plastic tiles, then
ng exceedingly brief time peri-
nted ang gifted Programs, Quartile
dministrators can

a set of test Scores that

» that s, h of 5 Set of
rtile.” Byt it Would pe Correct to

degree to Which the test's results wij Support teach-
arents or administrators. Though not
Semper fideljs, was first applied to Marine grij
remarkabiy reliabje that they were egarded a5

e Corps Motto,

measuring. There are,
(1) Stability reiiabiiity, that js,
2) a/temare-form
and (3) internay

in a Consistent

Criterig by which
erly conceptualized,
alike,

the quality of Students’ Constructeq
arubric can be a potent instryc-

evaluatiye
an be judged. /¢ Prop.
and Students

to assegs a student’s spatial-visuaiization Skills,
as also been used by Many teacherg
©s. Becayse itis g reiativeiy insoluple task, the Puzzie h

anemone, typicaiiy Used as 5 wrong-answer

ams for thejr Students (often cq

ystem, g Stanine
Mmber one "epresents the
this score-reporting approach accurateiy reflects
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16. Test Bias
A. This occurs when an assessment instrument contains items that offend Of unfairly penalize a
student on the basis of the student’s persona\ characterist'\cs such as gender, ethnicity, 960

graph'\c \ocale, of soc'\oeconom'\c status.

B.A pro‘;ecﬁve self-report test that presems incompleté fictitious stories 10 examinees; then uses

the responses to those stories 10 classify any piased examinees into such discrete categories as
Ma\e-Chauvin'\st Bigot, F\am‘mg—Femimst Fanatic, of Klan-Caliber Racist.

: seofa testis 1undamenta\\y well founded. \t, for exam-
ple, a principa\ informs teachers that they must administer & standard'\zed test or lose their jobS,

“pased inferences that educators make about

alid or invalid, validity technically refers 10

correct Answers
1:B; 2:B; 3:A 4 B: 5:B; 6:A; 7 B: 8: A 9: A; 10 Atls

performance Levels and Action lmp\ications

Advanced Assessmem Literacy = 17 Correct
aking up afté hool moonh’ghting asa measurement consultant, or you

might begin writing assessment-related articles such as this (unless you guessed at most items)-

- e
e correct definitions you failed to identify, write thosé defini-
i :ons to memory via sub-vocal practice

Barely Adequate Assessmem Literacy = 12-9 correct

Id immed:ately acquire @ 0 fan enthralling 1999 book, Classroom Assessment:
written by @n amiablée UCLA em d pubh'shed by
n.com/education).

Allyn and Bacon, @ fir
Read it nightly!

Borderline Assessment |lliteracy = 8-5 correct
You should get @ copy of the book cited above: put get @ friend t0 read it aloud to you: very slowly.

Full-Blown Assessment [literacy = 4-0 correct

There is the Jikelihood that your illiteracy exends well peyond the realm of assessment. Keep

these results out of the hands of colleagués and superiors- And for purposes of your OWn self-es-

teem, avoid taking self-tests such as this in the future.
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