
The American Federation of Teachers fights for 
a better life for all and for the next generation 
to do even better. We fight for good jobs 
and the right to a union; for high-quality and 
well-resourced healthcare, public services, 
and public schools and colleges; to counter 
discrimination and division; and to protect the 
right to vote, the integrity of elections and our 
imperiled democracy.

• Healthcare professionals are carrying 
us through the deadliest pandemic in a 
century. 

• Public employees are delivering vital 
services that communities rely on. 

• Educators and school staff are working 
with families to help students catch up and 
recover—to support students academically, 
emotionally and socially. Just as they 
worked to safely return to in-person 
learning, educators are looking forward: 
They yearn for post-pandemic normalcy and 
are working tirelessly to prepare our kids 
for bright futures.

Our members must be respected and supported, 
especially now as their work is harder than 
ever, with increased stress, staff shortages, and 
political interference and attacks. 

As professionals and as a union, we care, we 
fight, we show up and we vote. We choose 
hope and aspiration over fear and division. It is 
time to turn the aspiration that unites everyone 
in our richly diverse country—the aspiration for 
a better life for ourselves, our children and our 
communities—into action.
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Fighting for the Promise of a Better America
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OUR MISSION

The American Federation of Teachers is a union of 
professionals that champions fairness; democracy; economic 

opportunity; and high-quality public education, healthcare 
and public services for our students, their families and 

our communities. We are committed to advancing these 
principles through community engagement, organizing, 

collective bargaining and political activism, and especially 
through the work our members do.
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