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THE 86th CONVENTION of the American Federation of Teachers is hereby called to 
convene at the George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston, Texas, July 27, 2020, at the 
hour of 9:30 a.m. and will remain in session until such time as it has given full consideration 
to such matters as legally may be brought before it.
RANDI WEINGARTEN
president

LORRETTA JOHNSON
secretary-treasurer 

EVELYN DEJESUS
executive vice president  

HOST COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Zeph Capo, AFT Vice President; President, Texas AFT 
Wretha Thomas, President, Houston Educational Support Personnel

REGISTRATION SCHEDULE
George R. Brown Convention Center, Hall B3

Sunday, July 26 
1 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Monday, July 27 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Tuesday, July 28 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.*

Wednesday, July 29 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

HOUSING AND MEETING SPACE
Housing information is enclosed. Requests for convention center or hotel 
space should be sent no later than Friday, June 26, to Kitty Owens at 202-
879-4514 or kowens@aft.org.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
The AFT will make every effort to assist in ensuring that accommodations 
in the Houston hotels and in the facilities at the George R. Brown Conven-
tion Center are in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. If a 
delegate anticipates a special need ensuing from a disability, the delegate 
should contact Kitty Owens in the AFT Convention, Meetings and Travel 
Department at 202-879-4514 or kowens@aft.org by Tuesday, June 16. The 
AFT will attempt to accommodate any special needs to ensure that delegates 
can participate fully in convention activities. Early notice is necessary because 
some accommodations may require significant advance preparation.

REPRESENTATION
The biennial AFT convention is the most important policymaking body of the 
federation. The vitality and democracy of the union depend upon participation 
in the convention by delegates from all affiliates in good standing. Important 
resolutions, constitution and bylaws amendments, and the election of the AFT 
president, secretary-treasurer, executive vice president and 43 vice presidents 
will be in the hands of the delegates. Delegates to the 2021 AFL-CIO conven-
tion also will be elected. Each affiliate should take part in the election and in 
all other important convention business. Plan now to ensure representation 
from your affiliate.

Please study the following information carefully. The constitutional provi-
sions for AFT conventions have been adopted to ensure that AFT members 
are represented in their governing body. Delegates must be nominated and 
elected according to the AFT constitution and the Labor-Management Report-
ing and Disclosure Act (commonly referred to as the Landrum-Griffin Act). The 
credentialing process must be followed so that the convention officers can be 
sure that the will of the membership prevails. If affiliate officers and delegates 
comply with these requirements, they will save themselves and the conven-
tion officers time and avoid disappointment.

Please note that throughout this Convention Call, the term “member” refers 
to a qualified member who is in good standing, and the terms “AFT constitu-
tion” and “AFT bylaws” refer to the 2018 AFT Constitution and Bylaws.

HOW TO DETERMINE NUMBER OF 
DELEGATES
Article VIII, Section 2, of the AFT constitution provides that “One delegate to 
the convention may be elected by each affiliated local having a membership 
of 25 or fewer. (For each 100 members or major fraction thereof, one ad-
ditional delegate may be elected.)” (This formula also applies to members at 
large of state federations.) Therefore, each local should have representation 
as follows:

Average Membership 
June 2018 through May 2020

 50 or fewer .......................... 1 delegate

 51-150 ................................. 2 delegates

 151-250 ............................... 3 delegates

 251-350 ............................... 4 delegates

 351-450 ............................... 5 delegates

 451-550 ............................... 6 delegates

A local with more than 550 members can follow the pattern above to deter-
mine its delegate strength. Six delegates is not the maximum.

RETIREE LOCALS
Each chartered organization of retired members may elect one delegate to 
the AFT convention in the manner prescribed by the AFT constitution, Article 
VIII, Sections 1(a) and 1(d), and shall be entitled to one vote at the conven-
tion. Such delegate shall be entitled to all rights and privileges of a delegate 
except that such delegate shall not be entitled to nominate any candidate for 
federation office, or cast a vote in the election of federation officers, unless 
such delegate has been elected to that position by secret-ballot vote.

YOUR DELEGATION CANNOT 
BE SEATED UNLESS:
1. The credential list of all elected delegates and alternates is in the 

national office no later than June 27, 2020, as spelled out in the section 
herein titled “CREDENTIALS.”

2. Per capita is paid through May 2020 and sent to the national office by 
June 30, 2020. Affiliates chartered from May 27 to July 27, 2020, inclu-
sive, may secure representation by paying per capita for two months.

3. All other good-standing requirements are met no later than June 27, 2020, 
as spelled out in the section herein titled “GOOD STANDING.”

Any challenge or appeals will be referred to David J. Strom, AFT general coun-
sel, who will make recommendations with strict constitutional interpretation 
to the AFT executive council.

GOOD STANDING
Only affiliates in good standing in accordance with the AFT bylaws, 
Article X, Sections 1 and 2(a), shall be eligible for representation at 
the AFT convention. To view your affiliate’s good-standing status, log in 
at https://convention.aft.org.

*VOTING 
To be eligible to vote in the election of 
officers on Wednesday, July 29, delegates 
must be registered by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
July 28.

mailto:kowens%40aft.org?subject=
mailto:kowens%40aft.org?subject=
https://convention.aft.org
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Section 1. To be in good standing in the AFT, affiliates must meet the follow-
ing requirements:

a. payment of per capita to the AFT on all members, with arrears not to 
exceed two months, and to the applicable state federation, consistent with 
its constitution;

b. current in submission of the affiliate’s annual audit, independent financial 
review, internal review, or financial statement compilation, along with 
the required certification letter, in keeping with Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of 
Article IX of the AFT bylaws;

c. current in submission to the AFT of names and addresses for the principal 
executive and financial officers;

d. current in submission to the AFT of the names and addresses of current 
members of the affiliate’s executive board;

e. current in submission of a membership roster; and

f. current in submission of a copy of the affiliate’s up-to-date constitution.

Section 2(a). Only affiliates in good standing shall be eligible for repre-
sentation at the AFT convention. In order to satisfy such good-standing 
requirements, and in addition to the deadlines otherwise set forth in the AFT 
constitution and bylaws, each affiliate must provide the AFT with the informa-
tion required in paragraphs 1(b)-(f) above no later than 30 days prior to the 
opening date of the convention.

CREDENTIALS
All affiliates will be sent a credential packet in mid-March containing detailed 
instructions for reporting elected delegates and alternates to the convention. 
Affiliates are strongly encouraged to use the AFT’s online registration system, 
which is convenient, secure and environmentally responsible. Paper credential 
forms will also be available.

Online system: Presidents of affiliates using the online reporting method may 
access the system at https://convention.aft.org. The credential packet will 
include detailed login instructions. Online reporting must be completed no 
later than June 27, 2020.

Paper forms: Presidents of affiliates using the paper reporting method should 
pay particular attention to the signature requirements. The blue delegate list 
and the yellow alternate list must bear the signatures of (1) the president and 
(2) either the secretary or treasurer of the affiliate. All delegate and alternate 
lists must be returned to the national office no later than June 27, 2020, by 
registered or certified mail or any other reliable means, including electronic 
transmission, that provides proof of receipt.

Delegate and alternate credential (pink) cards: Approximately three weeks 
prior to the convention, the AFT will mail a personalized credential (pink) card 
to the address of each reported delegate and alternate. Delegates and alter-
nates must present this pink card to the credentials committee at registration 
in order to be seated at the convention. We strongly recommend that each 
delegate bring photo identification to the convention.

DELEGATE ELECTION PROCEDURE
As a national union, the AFT is subject to the provisions of the Landrum-Griffin 
Act. This federal law, as well as the AFT constitution, requires that:

1. Each member shall have a reasonable opportunity to be nominated as a 
delegate.

2. Each member shall be given notice of the right to make nominations, 
either individually or through a notice placed in the local publication or on 
work bulletin boards.

3. Notice of election of delegates shall be mailed to each member at least 15 
days in advance of the election.

4. Election shall be by secret ballot.

5. Results shall be published and records (including ballots) kept for one year.

It is not necessary to nominate and elect the full number of delegates allotted, 
provided that the local passes a rule prior to the nominations setting the number 
to be elected. 

EXAMPLE: A local is entitled to 30 delegates. The local wants to elect 10 
delegates. The local passes a rule prior to the nomination stating that only 
the 10 candidates receiving the greatest plurality will be elected.

Although many affiliates divide expense allocations equally by common practice, 
the Labor Department has ruled that expenses need not be distributed equally 
among the delegates, provided that the rule for allocating the expenses is passed 
before the nomination of candidates, and provided further that the rule is reason-
able and can be uniformly enforced. Using the example previously cited, the rule 
could provide that the five delegates receiving the highest votes would receive 
expenses; the remaining five would not. It cannot be left to the discretion of an 
affiliate officer to decide which five of the 10 would receive the expenses.

The president or other elected union officer may serve as a delegate without a 
special election provided that:

1. They were elected to office by secret ballot according to provisions of the 
Landrum-Griffin Act; and

2. The affiliate constitution or bylaws state that one of the duties of office is to 
be a delegate to the national AFT convention.

COUNCIL OF LOCALS
Locals with fewer than 100 members each may form a council for the purpose 
of sending one delegate to the AFT convention representing all locals within the 
council. The total number of members in the council must be fewer than 300. 
Locals in the jurisdiction of one employer may form a council without size limita-
tion.

Locals that choose to form councils must provide a nomination and election 
procedure that conforms to the AFT constitution and to the Landrum-Griffin Act 
as stated above. In addition, they must:

1. Adopt a common resolution no later than March 27, 2020. The resolution 
may be worded as follows: 
 
(Name and number of local), at a regular meeting on (date), 2020, has voted 
to join the (name of council) for the purpose of sending a delegate to the AFT 
convention in Houston on July 27, 2020.

2. Hold the election of the council delegate no later than April 27, 2020.

3. Send to the national office no later than May 27, 2020: copies of the above 
resolution, a list of locals within the council, the AFT credentials from each 
local in the council naming the elected delegate, and certification of these 
credentials, which may be worded as follows: 
 
(Name and number of local) elects the following member for the office of 
delegate from the (name of council). In submitting this form, we certify that 
we have followed the applicable provisions of the AFT constitution and the 
Landrum-Griffin Act, and that we are the officers duly authorized to submit 
this form.

Name of the elected delegate:   

Address:  

City:  State:  ZIP:  

  
Signature of president of local

  
Signature of secretary or treasurer of local

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS AMENDMENTS
AFT state federations or locals may submit proposed amendments to the AFT 
constitution and bylaws to the convention as provided in Article X of the AFT 
constitution and Article XI of the AFT bylaws. All proposed amendments should 
include both the current wording and the proposed change. The proposed 
amendment must be signed by at least two elected officers of the affiliate, 

https://convention.aft.org
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certifying that it has been approved for submission to the convention by 
the executive board or membership of the local, or by the executive board 
or convention of the state federation, or by the executive council of the 
AFT. Properly signed proposed amendments may be mailed, emailed in 
PDF format or faxed to the president, and must reach the national office 
by March 15, 2020. Send proposed amendments:

• by email, to presoffice@aft.org;

• by fax, to 202-879-4545; or

• by mail, to AFT, 555 New Jersey Ave. N.W., Washington, DC 20001, 
Attn: President’s Office–constitution and bylaws amendments.

To be adopted at the convention, constitutional amendments require a 
two-thirds vote, and bylaws amendments require a majority vote.

RESOLUTIONS 
For 2020, all proposed resolutions:

• Shall be submitted postmarked no later than June 12, 2020, so that 
all resolutions can be sent to delegates and affiliates prior to the 
convention.

• Shall be introduced by locals, state federations or the executive 
council of the AFT. 

• Shall be approved for submission by the executive board or the 
membership of the local, or by the executive board or convention of 
the state federation.

• Shall bear the signatures of at least two elected officers of the 
affiliate introducing the resolution, certifying that the procedure has 
been followed.

• Shall bear a title.

• If properly signed, may be mailed, emailed in PDF format or faxed 
to the AFT president no later than June 12, 2020. Send proposed 
resolutions:

 ◾ by email, to presoffice@aft.org;

 ◾ by fax, to 202-879-4545; or

 ◾ by mail, to AFT, 555 New Jersey Ave. N.W., Washington, DC 20001, 
Attn: President’s Office–convention resolutions.

Review the AFT’s existing policy resolutions at: https://www.aft.org/
about/resolutions. Direct all questions to the president’s office at 202-
879-4400 or presoffice@aft.org.

CONVENTION COMMITTEES
Affiliates will receive committee choice cards for indicating their delegates’ 
committee choices. Presidents who submit their delegates’ committee 
choices online do not need to return the committee cards to the AFT. 
Whether you are using the online system or the committee cards, first, 
second and third choices of committees should be indicated. Affiliate presi-
dents may submit their delegates’ committee choices online, or may mail 
or have delegates mail their committee choice cards to the national office, 
no later than June 27, 2020. The executive council will be guided by these 
selections in its assignment of delegates to the committees.

Each delegate who wishes to serve will be assigned to one convention 
committee and should attend the meeting of that committee. A delegate 
may request to testify on resolutions, especially those submitted by a 
delegate’s local, that have been assigned to other convention committees. 
In order to ensure completion of work, however, only assigned members of 
a committee may debate and vote on resolutions before that committee.

TENTATIVE 

PROGRAM
Subject to change. Activities will be held at the George R. Brown Convention Center 
unless otherwise noted.

Saturday, July 25 Pre-convention Activities
4 p.m. – 6 p.m. ...........................AFT executive council

Sunday, July 26 Arrival Day and 
 Pre-convention Activities
TBD ............................................Community service event—details to follow

10 a.m. – noon ..........................Credentials and elections committee meeting

1 p.m. – 7 p.m. ...........................Convention registration and exhibits open

1 p.m. – 5 p.m. ...........................AFT Retirees conference

3 p.m. – 5 p.m. ...........................Sergeants-at-arms meeting

4:15 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. .................Orientation for new delegates

Monday, July 27 Convention Day 1
9:30 a.m. ....................................Opening session

Noon ..........................................Constitutional amendments committee

1 p.m. – 3 p.m. ...........................Divisional meetings

3:15 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. .................Convention committee meetings

Evening ......................................Reception for AFT delegates and guests (time and 
location TBD)

Tuesday, July 28  Convention Day 2
7:30 a.m. ....................................AFT Higher Education breakfast

7:30 a.m. ....................................AFT Public Employees breakfast

8 a.m. .........................................AFT Nurses and Health Professionals breakfast

8 a.m. .........................................AFT PSRP breakfast

9:30 a.m. ....................................General session

12:30 p.m. ..................................Human rights luncheon

2:30 p.m. ....................................General session

Wednesday, July 29  Convention Day 3
7 a.m. .........................................Early childhood breakfast

8:30 a.m. – 10 a.m. ....................Procedures for nominations and elections:

 Nominations of candidates for AFT president, 
secretary-treasurer, executive vice president, vice 
presidents and AFL-CIO convention delegates

10 a.m. .......................................General session

2 p.m. .........................................General session

4:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. .................Elections

Thursday, July 30  Convention Day 4
7:30 a.m. ....................................Women’s rights breakfast

9 a.m. .........................................General session

2 p.m. .........................................General session to adjournment

mailto:presoffice%40aft.org?subject=
mailto:presoffice%40aft.org?subject=
https://www.aft.org/about/resolutions
https://www.aft.org/about/resolutions
mailto:presoffice%40aft.org?subject=
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Resolution: Authorizing 2020 AFT Virtual Convention
Adopted May 7, 2020, by the Executive Council

WHEREAS, the members of the American Federation 
of Teachers are the essence of our union, and those 
members exercise their rights to elect their national leaders 
and to consider constitutional amendments, and policy 
resolutions, biennially as our constitution requires through 
election of delegates who meet in convention; and

WHEREAS, the AFT is a national labor organization 
governed by Title IV of the Labor-Management Reporting 
and Disclosure Act of 1959 (LMRDA) and elects its national 
leadership pursuant to the act; and

WHEREAS, since the union’s founding in 1916, the AFT 
has a nearly unbroken record of holding our convention 
in person and as scheduled with two exceptions—in 1921 
when the union had insufficient finances to conduct a 
convention and in 1945 when, during World War II, the 
convention was not held pursuant to President Roosevelt’s 
urging that “this was no time to hold conventions”; and

WHEREAS, the 2020 AFT Convention has been scheduled 
to be held July 27- 30 in Houston; and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has upended the 
world’s public health and economies, leaving with it a 
devastating loss of life; a paused economy; and a continuing 
threat to the health, safety and economic well-being of the 
people we represent and the people we serve; and 

WHEREAS, much of the nation is still combating this 
virus, and will be for an indeterminate period of time, as a 
vaccine is months from fruition; and

WHEREAS, many of the localities in which we serve, as 
well as the city of Houston and Harris County, Texas, have 
also adopted stay-at-home orders that remain in effect as of 
the date of this resolution; and

WHEREAS, the arc of the pandemic is such that 
communities across America, including Houston and Harris 
County, will still be operating on some physical distancing 
guidance, including among other things sheltering in place, 

or limiting or prohibiting the physical gathering of large 
numbers of delegates in one place that would be necessary 
to hold a traditional in-person AFT convention; and

WHEREAS, many members, in the absence of a vaccine, 
are concerned about their and their families’ safety and may 
not feel comfortable traveling; and

WHEREAS, the AFT places the highest priority on 
ensuring the safety and health of our members, leaders, 
delegates invitees and staff; and

WHEREAS, the safety and health concerns arising from 
the COVID-19 pandemic make it impossible to plan for and 
undertake a traditional in-person convention; and

WHEREAS, AFT affiliates, other national labor 
organizations, the Democratic National Committee 
and numerous other organizations have taken action to 
either postpone their conventions entirely or hold certain 
convention sessions virtually; and

WHEREAS, AFT members and leaders have been or 
have now become very familiar with participation in virtual 
meetings utilizing computer-based video teleconferencing; 
and

WHEREAS, the AFT executive council intends to carry out 
the mandates in its governing documents concerning the 
convention set forth in: Constitution Article V, § 1 (officers 
are elected by the convention delegates for a term of two 
years); Constitution Article VII, § 1 (conventions are to be 
held biennially in even-numbered years at a place of the 
executive council’s choosing); and Bylaws Article IV, § 1 
(convention is to convene in July and/or August at a time 
and place determined by the executive council); and

WHEREAS, Article VI, § 10 of the AFT Constitution states, 
in relevant part, “The executive council shall have the power 
to interpret and enforce [the AFT] constitution and to make 
rules not in conflict with … [the] constitution.  …”:
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RESOLVED, to address the ongoing safety and health 
concerns arising from COVID-19, as well as with national, 
state and local public health guidance, including Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention recommendations 
concerning social distancing, the American Federation 
of Teachers will modify its adopted plan for the 2020 
Convention; and

RESOLVED, the dates of the convention will be 
July 28-30; and

RESOLVED, the AFT will plan for a fully virtual 
convention where delegates will attend via the internet 
and where delegates will consider duly noticed 
constitutional and by-law changes as well as resolutions; 
and

RESOLVED, the AFT will hold an election for AFT 
officers among convention delegates via U.S. mail, 
following LMRDA-compliant procedures with ballots 
to be returned and received within 30-days from the 
commencement of the election. In the event a runoff 
election is necessary, an additional 30-day voting period 
for ballots to be returned and received will be provided 
from the time of the certification of results from the first 
round of voting; and

RESOLVED, the executive council will develop a 
modified convention agenda and set of procedures that 
are suitable to an entirely virtual format, and ensure the 
right of duly elected delegates to meaningfully participate 
in their national union’s convention.
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Resolution: Convention Resolution and 
Compliance Timeline Adjustments

 Adopted June 17, 2020, by the Executive Council

WHEREAS, the American Federation of Teachers 
executive council approved switching to a virtual convention 
given the shutdown resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic; 
and

WHEREAS, the shutdown greatly impacted the ability of 
our affiliates to run the business of their unions when their 
records were in locked school and office buildings, when 
they could not conduct in-person meetings, and when they 
had to turn their attention to working in very different ways; 
and

WHEREAS, these challenges have resulted in affiliates 
that are having difficulty meeting constitutional timeliness 
for resolution submission and/or convention compliance 
timelines as outlined in the AFT Constitution and Bylaws 
and which are published in the Convention Call:

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLVED, that for the purposes of meeting resolution 
submission timelines and compliance requirements 
for participating in the 2020 American Federation 
of Teachers Virtual Convention, the AFT executive 
council approves the following timeline and procedural 
adjustments:

MOVED FROM FRIDAY, JUNE 12, TO MONDAY, 
JUNE 22, BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS

• Resolutions due to AFT

SATURDAY, JUNE 27 (NO CHANGE)

• Delegate registration

MOVED FROM TUESDAY, JUNE 30, TO FRIDAY, 
JULY 17, BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS: 

• National per capita for the month of May 2020 
postmarked or transmitted by wire or ACH 
(Automated Clearing House) to the AFT;

• State per capita as per timeline requirements 
of state constitution;

• Officer updates due to AFT;

• Executive board updates due to AFT;

• Membership updates due to AFT; 

• Current constitution (if amended since last 
submission) due to AFT; and

• Financial documents submitted to AFT 
following the requirements set forth below; and
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RESOLVED, affiliates must make a good faith 
effort to provide required financial documentation 
to auditreports@aft.org as per AFT Bylaws Article IX, 
Sections 1-5. In the absence of the timely submission of 
the required documents, examples of a good faith effort 
include:

CPA AUDIT AND CPA REVIEW

• Audit and officers’ attestation letter;
—or—

• Letter or email from auditor indicating the 
work is underway with an estimated date of 
completion plus letter/email from two officers 
to confirm;

—or—

• Minutes from board meeting indicating that 
the hiring of auditor was approved plus a 
letter/email from two officers to confirm the 
process is underway.

INTERNAL REVIEW COMMITTEE

• Financial review signed by committee plus 
attestation letter signed by two officers;

—or—

• Minutes of board meeting showing review 
committee is appointed plus letter/email from 
committee members or letter/email from two 
officers estimating date of first meeting or date 
of completion.

COMPILATION

• Financial compilation and attestation letter 
signed by two officers;

—or—

• Letter from treasurer and president attesting 
that the work is underway.

mailto:auditreports@aft.org
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PREAMBLE
AFT’s concern for the health, safety and welfare of our delegates and surrounding communities because of the COVID-19 
pandemic has compelled us to convert the AFT 2020 Convention to a virtual convention. The challenges of using an all-
virtual platform has caused this convention to be conducted with modified rules and scheduling. The executive council 
adopted these rules on June 17, 2020, in order to allow the committees to operate in this virtual environment.

1.	 VIRTUAL SERGEANTS-AT-ARMS
a. Delegates shall check in for committees and the 

convention using the code provided by the AFT.
b. Delegates shall not be permitted the display of 

caucus or political signs or placards on their home 
screen or as background. 

2.	 “FLOOR MICROPHONES”
a. Delegates shall use the digital options to participate 

in the debate and voting. 
b. When a question before the convention is put to a 

vote, all delegates who are in queue awaiting their 
turn to speak shall be cleared.

3.	 RECOGNITION TO SPEAK
a. A delegate desiring to speak to a question before the 

convention shall not speak until recognized by the chair.
b. A delegate recognized by the chair must state his or 

her name and local number before speaking.
c. No delegate shall be allowed to speak twice on any 

issue until all who are desirous of doing so, and are 
entitled to do so, have had a chance to speak.

4.	 RESOLUTIONS
a. In light of the limitations presented by the virtual 

convention, the chair shall determine the number of 
prioritized resolutions put before the delegates.

b. Resolutions brought to the convention on which 
no action has been taken by the delegates shall 
be referred to the executive council when the 
convention adjourns. 

5.	 SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS
a. Special Orders of Business must be emailed to 

presoffice@aft.org at least one business session prior to 
consideration and, if in order, will be made available to 
all convention delegates prior to the business session 
in which it will be considered. The special order shall 
only be considered if approved for consideration by 
two-thirds of the delegates who vote.

b. Special Orders of Business must address issues that 
because of timeliness could not have been dealt 
with through the Resolutions procedure outlined in 
Article IV, Section 4 of the AFT Bylaws.

6.	 MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS TO MOTIONS
a. An amendment to a motion to be duly made shall 

be submitted by email to presoffice@aft.org no 
later than 5 p.m. Eastern time on July 24, 2020. No 
seconds are required for the amendment to be 
considered. Each proposed amendment shall be 
considered and the movant shall be the first speaker. 
If more than one delegate submits a proposed 
amendment that is the same or very similar, then 
the first person to have submitted the motion shall 
be the movant. No one shall speak until the motion 
is displayed on the screen.

b. Motion to suspend the rules shall only be in order 
to allow new motions to amend. No seconds 
necessary. The motion to suspend shall explain the 
purpose (e.g., a proposed amendment not timely 
submitted), shall allow one speaker “for” (the 
movant) and one speaker “against” and requires 
a two-thirds vote of those voting to pass. If the 
motion to suspend passes, then the movant shall 
immediately email the proposed amendment 
to presoffice@aft.org and while that is being 
submitted and posted, the chair shall move on to 
the next resolution or business item. After that next 
resolution is decided or business item is completed, 
the chair shall return to the previous resolution and 
post the motion to amend to be considered.

c. The following motions are out of order: motions to 
table, motions to postpone indefinitely, motions 
to postpone to a certain time, motions to rescind, 
motions to limit debate, motions for reconsideration 
and motions to divide the question. 

d. Delegates may appeal the ruling of the chair 
(challenge the chair). No second is required for 

Rules of Conduct for the 2020 AFT Virtual Convention
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consideration. After debate, the appeal shall be 
sustained only if a majority of those voting vote in 
favor of the appeal.

e. The chair may summarize or repeat the motion or 
amendment before the convention immediately 
prior to the vote thereon.

7.	 LIMITATIONS ON DEBATE
a. A delegate shall be allowed to speak to any question 

for a period not to exceed three minutes. He or she 
shall be notified when two minutes have elapsed 
and again at the close of the third minute, at which 
time the speaker will be muted.

b. The debate on any resolution or amendment shall 
be limited to 15 minutes total unless the chair, by 
her discretion, allows further debate, or a motion to 
expand debate is made and passes. The motion to 
expand debate requires a two-thirds vote of those 
voting to pass.

8.	 VOTING
Voting shall only be conducted by delegates selecting 
either the “for” or “against” digital option. As a result of 
the digital tabulation of votes, there shall be no division 
of the house and no roll-call votes.

9.	 GUEST SPEAKERS
Guest speakers invited by the executive council or the 
convention shall be introduced at their convenience by 
the chair, provided, however, that no speaker currently 
speaking before the convention shall be interrupted.

10.	COMMITTEE MEETINGS
a. The chair of each committee shall, at the opening 

of the committee meeting, appoint a secretary to 
record the proceedings.

b. Only those delegates properly assigned to the 
committee in question shall be permitted to attend 
and to participate in committee business.

c. All the foregoing Rules of Conduct that can be made 
applicable to committee meetings shall apply, such 
as the limitations on debate, and voting procedures. 
Motions and amendments shall be submitted by 
email to presoffice@aft.org by July 8, 2020, at 5 p.m. 
Eastern time except for motion as to priority.

d. It shall be the responsibility of the chair and 
secretary of each committee to see to it that the 
resolutions that the committee wants to report to 
the convention are submitted to presoffice@aft.org 
for distribution to delegates on or before July 23, 
2020.

e. For purposes of clarity and consistency, committee 
recommendations should be presented in a uniform 
manner: The committee recommends adoption, 
adoption as amended, defeated, precluded by other 
resolutions or referred to the executive council.

f. The number of resolutions to be prioritized for 
consideration by the committee shall be determined 
by the committee chair. The motion for priority 
does not require a second and is not subject to 
amendment. The motion for priority shall be limited 
to the number of resolutions that the committee 
chair has determined.

g. The committee chair shall report the 
recommendations of the committee to the 
convention on the basis of a majority vote of its 
members present and voting.

mailto:presoffice@aft.org%20
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Election Rules for the 2020 AFT Virtual Convention

1.	 THE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE
a. The Elections Committee is combined with the 

Credentials Committee whose members are 
appointed pursuant to Article V of the AFT Bylaws. 

b. The chair of the Credentials Committee also serves 
as the chair of the Elections Committee.

c. The Elections Committee shall have plenary powers 
to run the election in conjunction with the third-
party company that has been retained to conduct 
the balloting by mail. The committee is authorized 
to resolve any disputes that may arise, during or 
out of the election, subject only to the provisions 
of Article VI of the AFT Bylaws as modified by the 
AFT executive council for purposes of conducting 
a virtual convention, which specify the procedures 
for nomination and election. Questions or concerns 
regarding the conduct of the election should be 
directed to the chair of the Elections Committee.

d. The Elections Committee shall receive the names of 
the nominees for office from the secretary-treasurer 
or her designee no later than the close of business of 
the convention on the second day of the convention 
(July 29, 2020) after an opportunity for declinations 
as provided in Article VI, Section 1 of the AFT Bylaws. 
A portal for submission of nomination petitions will 
be open beginning on July 13, 2020. The Elections 
Committee chair should be contacted regarding the 
website address for the portal at electcha@aft.org.

2.	 OBSERVERS
a. Each candidate or slate shall appoint their own 

observer who shall be provided by the third-
party company retained to conduct the election, 
BallotPoint Election Services, with access to view 
online: (1) the mailing; (2) pick-up from the Post 
Office; and (3) counting of the ballots.

b. There may be one observer per independent 
candidate or two per slate.

c. Observers may take notes and ask appropriate 
questions to the extent provided by the online video 
technology supplied by BallotPoint.

d. The candidate or slate shall notify the chair of the 
Elections Committee of the names of the observers 
by the close of the convention. The chair of the 

Elections Committee will communicate with the 
observers the procedures for observing the mailing, 
collection and counting of the ballots. 

e. An observer must be a member of the AFT.

3.	 SLATES
a. Two or more candidates for office may organize 

themselves into a slate for election. 
b. Candidates for office may organize themselves into 

a slate, and they shall designate the name of their 
slate. No slate can use the name of any other slate 
that has historically used a certain name. Otherwise, 
the slate shall determine its own name. 

c. Delegates have a choice of voting for a slate or voting 
for individuals. Upon casting a vote for a slate, any 
vote for an individual will not be tallied.

d. Every candidate and every slate shall contact the chair 
of the Elections Committee at electcha@aft.org so that 
proper information can be provided for the printing 
of ballots no later than the close of business on the 
second day (July 29, 2020) of the convention. A draft 
copy of the ballot will be presented to every candidate 
running individually and every slate for review.  

e. Requests for access to the convention delegates by 
caucuses, slates and independent candidates to 
speak at the nominating session shall be made to the 
chair of the Elections Committee by close of business 
on the second day (July 29, 2020). That session will 
be held during the morning of the third day (July 30, 
2020) from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Eastern time.

f. Candidates and slates shall have the option of 
submitting digital copies of campaign literature, 
which shall be emailed to the chair of the Elections 
Committee at electcha@aft.org by close of business 
of the third day. All materials submitted must be 
camera-ready and formatted for posting. Each 
candidate and slate will be allowed up to three 
pieces of literature that may contain still pictures. 
The literature will be posted on a designated website 
that will be available to all delegates as well as sent 
by email to all delegate email addresses provided at 
registration. In addition, each candidate and slate 
may conduct further campaigning on their own 
outside of this process.

mailto:electcha@aft.org
mailto:electcha@aft.org
mailto:electcha@aft.org
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4.	 VOTING PROCEDURE
a. A ballot will be sent to each registered delegate, 

who has checked in to the convention, via first-
class U.S. mail by BallotPoint Election Services as 
soon as practicable following the close of business 
of the convention. The mailing package will state 
clearly on the outside that it contains a ballot to vote 
for AFT officers, executive council members and 
delegates to the AFL-CIO Convention. The package 
will contain a postage-prepaid mailing envelope to 
return the ballot. Under the direction of the chair 
of the Elections Committee, BallotPoint Election 
Services shall establish and make known to the 
delegates the procedure for requesting a duplicate 
ballot in the event a delegate does not receive 
his/her ballot. The last day on which requests for 
duplicate ballots will be processed will be seven 
days before the count. 

b. Under the direction of the chair of the Elections 
Committee, BallotPoint Election Services shall 
regularly check the post office box established to 
receive undeliverable ballots and upon receipt of 
such ballots, work with the chairman or his designee 
to seek better addresses for the delegates to send 
them their ballots. 

c. Every ballot shall be signed by the delegate voting 
that ballot. No ballot shall be counted that is not 
signed.

d. The ballot instructions will explain the voting 
procedure. When a delegate wishes to vote for 
a slate, that delegate shall mark or fill in the box 
identifying the slate. Delegates must choose 
between voting by slate or individually. When the 
vote is by slate, the delegate is limited to voting for 
that slate only and may not combine slate voting 
with individual candidate voting. When a delegate 
wishes to vote for an individual, that delegate shall 
mark the box by the candidate’s name. The delegate 
who votes individually may vote for some or all of 
the vacant positions.

e. Return ballots must be received at the post office 
box secured by BallotPoint Election Services before 
Aug. 31, 2020.  

f. Upon receipt of the ballots from the post office 
box by BallotPoint Election Services, ballots will 
be transported to its premises to start the process 
for tabulation. The Elections Committee will be 
provided with electronic access to each ballot where 
there are issues regarding the intent of the voter 
or compliance with the voting procedures. The 
designated observers may ask to observe ballots and 
will be provided online access to view these ballots.

g. The tabulation of votes will begin at a time to be 
determined on Monday, Aug. 31, 2020, at the offices 
of BallotPoint Election Services.

h. The value of each vote is determined by computer by 
dividing the local’s votes to four decimal places and 
assigning this number to each delegate as required 
by Article VII, Section 8 of the Constitution.

i. The convention will be extended until Aug. 31, 2020, 
when ballots will be counted.

j. The results of the election will be announced on 
Sept. 1, 2020.

5.	 CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS
No candidate or supporter may solicit or accept 
financial support, or any other direct or indirect support 
of any kind from any non-member of AFT.

6.	 DELEGATES TO THE AFL-CIO CONVENTION
Delegates to the AFL-CIO Convention are the president, 
the secretary-treasurer and the executive vice president. 
In addition, other delegates may be elected in a number 
to be determined by the executive council. The election 
of these delegates, other than the specified officers, shall 
follow the procedure for election of officers as set forth in 
these rules.
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Report of the Credentials Committee 
Committee Chair: David Kazansky, United Federation of Teachers, Local 2

As of July 28, 2020:

TOTAL DELEGATES .............. 2,772
334 locals represented
24 state federations
0 councils
7 executive council ex-officio

TOTAL ELECTION VOTES ..... 697,046
(includes 57,937 sequestered votes)
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Final Election Results

Vice Presidents

Abraham, J. Philippe
Abrams, Shelvy Young
Albert, Fred
Bowen, Barbara
Byrd, Vicky
Capo, Zeph
Carlisto, Don
Carter, Jr., Larry J.
Chavez, Kathy
Chiera, Donna
Cropper, Melissa
Curtis, Amanda
DiBrango, Jolene
Dunham, GlenEva
English, Marietta
Flynn, Frank
Freitas, Jeff
Gourley, Lisa
Gray, David
Gross, Ron
Harmon, Anthony
Hecker, David

Hernandez-Mats, Karla
Hochadel, Jan
Jordan, Jerry T.
Kowal, Frederick
Ly, Stephanie
Martin, Terrence
McDonald, John
Montgomery, Daniel
Mulgrew, Michael
Pallotta, Andrew
Phillips, Donna
Ramirez, Juan
Santos, Elba
Sharkey, Jesse
Spar, Andrew
Specht, Denise
Spence, Wayne
Tang, Jessica
Urbanski, Adam
White, Debbie
Williams, Carl

President

Weingarten, Randi

Secretary-Treasurer

Ingram, Fedrick

Executive Vice President

DeJesus, Evelyn

Delegates to the AFL-CIO Convention

Abraham, J. Philippe
Abrams, Shelvy Young
Byrd, Vicky
Capo, Zeph
Chavez, Kathy
Cropper, Melissa
English, Marietta
Gray, David
Hecker, David
Hochadel, Jan

Ingram, Fedrick
Jordan, Jerry T.
Montgomery, Daniel
Mulgrew, Michael
Pallotta, Andrew
Specht, Denise
Spence, Wayne
Tang, Jessica
Urbanski, Adam
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July 27, 2020

July 28, 2020

July 29, 2020

July 30, 2020
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https://www.aft.org/convention
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https://www.aft.org/convention/action-center
https://www.aft.org/news/aft-retirees-are-ready-action
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https://www.aft.org/about/sotu
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https://www.aft.org/news/weingarten-shows-were-addressing-crises-through-activism-and-elections


   55

https://www.aft.org/news/retiring-aft-secretary-treasurer-lorretta-johnson-honored-bayard-rustin-award
https://www.aft.org/news/pandemic-frontlines-aft-healthcare-members-share-critical-information-about-covid-19
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https://www.aft.org/news/aft-members-honored-stepping-and-speaking-out
https://www.aft.org/news/ensure-students-safety-strikes-could-be-used-last-resort
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https://www.aft.org/news/new-resolutions-address-return-work-child-care-private-prisons-and-life-beloved-shero
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https://www.aft.org/news/continuing-conversation-racism


2 0 2 0  V I R T U A L  C O N V E N T I O N  R E P O R T    59

https://www.aft.org/news/aft-shows-puerto-rico
https://www.aft.org/news/aft-president-randi-weingarten-and-writer-anand-giridharadas-fighting-economic
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https://www.aft.org/news/shoulder-shoulder-you-pelosi-and-schumer-tell-aft-members-theyll-fight-covid-19
https://www.aft.org/news/aft-activism-members-are-recognized-courageous-work


2 0 2 0  V I R T U A L  C O N V E N T I O N  R E P O R T    61

https://www.aft.org/news/delegates-vote-overwhelmingly-endorse-biden-president-and-reimagine-society
https://www.aft.org/convention
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https://www.aft.org/news/lin-manuel-miranda-arts-teaching-and-our-democracy
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https://www.aft.org/news/honoring-diane-ravitch-and-stoking-fight-public-education
https://www.aft.org/news/aft-honors-longtime-champion-public-education
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https://www.aft.org/news/americans-are-brink-historic-change-biden-tells-convention
https://www.aft.org/news/aft-delegates-pass-raft-bold-progressive-resolutions


2 0 2 0  V I R T U A L  C O N V E N T I O N  R E P O R T    65

https://www.aft.org/latest-news
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-5i4SBL1kg&list=PL-T5PpTCIN8CjVkspdYrfHc_UeECukPaH
https://www.aft.org/convention/aft-convention-daily-july-27-2020
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Section III
Amendments to the
Constitution and Bylaws
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Article I—Name (page 1)

This organization shall be known as the American Federation 
of Teachers, with divisions known as AFT Teachers, AFT 
Paraprofessionals and School-Related Personnel, AFT Nurses 
and Health Professionals, AFT Higher Education, and AFT 
Public Employees, and AFT Retirees.

Article II—Objects (page 2)

Section 12. To encourage state federations and locals 
to organize retired members, to promote organizing and 
engagement among active and retired members, and to 
advance the interests of retired persons in our society.

Article III—Membership (pages 2-4)

Section 1. This organization shall consist of divisions of 
public and private school teachers, paraprofessionals and 
school-related personnel, higher education faculty and 
professionals, nurses, allied health professionals and other 
healthcare employees, state and local public employees 
and other workers organized in conformity with the 
provisions of this constitution, including those members 
who have retired and are recognized by the applicable state 
or local affiliate. Other employees may be members of any 
local whose constitution so permits.

Section 10. Effective September 1, 1990, aAn active 
member who retires from his/her present position shall be 
admitted as an AFT retiree member whose sole AFT voting 
rights are provided in Article VIII, Section 6, and with the 
right to participate in the benefit programs otherwise 
available to the general membership. The AFT executive 
council shall have the power to establish a program for 
voluntary financial support by retired members that will 
assist the AFT in sustaining programs for their benefit.

Article V—Officers (page 7)

Section 5. No one shall be elected an officer of the 
federation unless he/she is a member or retired member of 
an affiliated local or a state federation.

Article IX—Revenues (page 14)

Section 1. Effective September 1, 2019, 70 cents and 
effective September 1, 2021, 95 cents of each member’s per 
capita shall be set aside for a joint AFT Militancy/Defense 
Fund. The executive council shall establish clear guidelines 
and procedures that guarantee that the benefits available 
through the fund shall be distributed on an equitable basis. 
Strike benefits shall not be provided unless the strike action 
is in conformity with the AFT strike policy. An annual 
financial report of the Militancy/Defense Fund shall be 
made to the AFT executive council and to the convention, 
the purpose of which shall be in part to ensure that there is 
an adequate reserve to pay anticipated strike benefits.

Constitution
NOTE: Constitutional amendments must be adopted by two-thirds (2/3) of the votes cast. Bylaws are adopted by a majority vote. 
Underlined words indicate new language. Strikethroughs indicate deleted language.
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Bylaws

Article VIII—Per Capita, Budget and Audits 
(pages 21-23)

Section 1. (a) Effective September 1, 2018, each local 
shall pay a per capita tax of $19.28 per month, of which 
$1.10 shall be dedicated to a special AFT fund to engage 
members and to assist locals in crisis. Effective September 
1, 2019, each local shall pay a per capita tax of $19.58 per 
month, of which $1.20 shall be dedicated to a special AFT 
fund to engage members and to assist locals in crisis. 
Effective September 1, 2021, each local shall pay a per 
capita tax of $19.98 per month, of which $1.20 shall be 
dedicated to a special AFT fund to engage members and to 
assist locals in crisis. The national office shall pay back to 
the office of each state federation for each member of the 
state a per capita of 20 cents per month.

Section 7. Effective September 1, 2018, $2.50 and 
effective September 1, 2019, $2.60 of each member’s 
per capita tax shall be set aside each month in a special 
fund that will function to assist the AFT and its affiliates 
in participating in legislative and political activities with 
significant potential impact on members of the AFT and 
the institutions where they work. Effective September 1, 
2021, $2.70 of each member’s per capita tax shall be set 
aside each month in a special fund that will function to 
assist the AFT and its affiliates in participating in legislative 
and political activities with significant potential impact 
on members of the AFT and the institutions where they 
work. Such assistance shall be collected and utilized in 
accordance with the provisions of applicable state and 
federal law. The executive council will adopt guidelines 
to implement this provision, including the development 
of criteria and an application for assistance. Where a 
state affiliate has a fund that is approved by the AFT and 
similar to the Solidarity Fund, in that it functions to assist 
the affiliate in participating in legislative and political 
activities with significant potential impact on the members 
and the institutions where they work, then the AFT will 
pay effective September 1, 2018, 96 cents and effective 
September 1, 2019, the AFT will pay 99 cents per member 
per month to be deposited in such similar state fund. 
Effective September 1, 2021, the AFT will pay $1.04 per 
member per month to be deposited in such similar state 
fund.
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SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES SUPPORT STAFF 
ISSUES COMMITTEE

45. LORRETTA JOHNSON

WHEREAS, for 54 years as a member and leader of 
the American Federation of Teachers, most recently 
as secretary-treasurer of the AFT since 2011, Lorretta 
Johnson has worked tirelessly to promote worker 
rights—especially for paraprofessionals—civil rights, 
human rights, economic rights, expanded collective 
bargaining rights for thousands of AFT members, and 
has strengthened the AFT’s voice and power around the 
country and the world; and

WHEREAS, under her leadership, including her earlier 
role as executive vice president from 2008-11, the AFT 
grew in membership by 238,000 and in financial strength 
to become one of the most effective and powerful unions 
in the United States; and

WHEREAS, during her 12 years of leadership as a 
national officer at the AFT, Lorretta Johnson was a fierce 
advocate for racial equity and in 2014 chaired the AFT 
Racial Equity Task Force, leading the AFT to become 
the first public sector union in modern history to issue 
a substantive and important report with concrete 
recommendations to achieve racial equity; and

WHEREAS, during her 30-year tenure as an AFT vice 
president, Lorretta Johnson continued her indefatigable 
leadership by serving simultaneously as president of the 
Baltimore Teachers Union’s paraprofessional chapter for 
35 years and was president of AFT-Maryland for 17 years; 
and

WHEREAS, Lorretta Johnson started her career as a 
teacher’s aide in 1966 at a Baltimore elementary school, 
where she earned $2.25 an hour and received no benefits, 
she organized the paraprofessionals into the Baltimore 
Teachers Union and in 1970 negotiated their first contract, 
which laid the groundwork for her union activism in the 
Baltimore community, the state of Maryland and countless 
contracts she has negotiated over the years; and

WHEREAS, Lorretta Johnson’s philosophy of activism 
can be summed up in a story she likes to tell: “If you see 
me in a fight with a bear, help the bear,” which means she 

uses her fearless intellect, moxie and grace to speak truth 
to power; improve the working and economic conditions 
for paraprofessionals and working families; and with sheer 
persistence and will the democratic bonds of our country; 
and

WHEREAS, Lorretta Johnson’s contributions extend 
beyond the AFT; she is a vice president of the AFL-CIO; 
serves on the boards of the AFL-CIO’s Transportation 
Trades Department and the Union Label and Services 
Trades Department; and as treasurer of the AFL-CIO 
Department of Professional Employees; she is vice 
president of the Metropolitan Council AFL-CIO, treasurer 
of the Municipal Employees Credit Union and serves on 
the boards of the A. Phillip Randolph Institute, BlueGreen 
Alliance, Citizens for Tax Justice, Child Labor Coalition 
and the Institute For Women’s Policy Research; and

WHEREAS, Lorretta Johnson has earned many national 
awards during her more than five decades of work, but her 
greatest award has always been her family, which includes 
her late husband, Leonard, her three children, eight 
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers offers our deep and everlasting gratitude to 
Secretary-Treasurer Lorretta Johnson for her many 
years of service to the AFT, to our members and to the 
American labor movement; and

RESOLVED, that we honor Lorretta Johnson’s 54 
years of leadership in promoting the dignity of AFT 
members and working people in our own country and 
around the world by fighting for worker rights, civil 
rights, economic rights, human rights, expanding 
collective bargaining for thousands of our AFT 
paraprofessionals, and enhancing the influence and 
power of the AFT; and

RESOLVED, that while allowing Lorretta Johnson her 
well-deserved retirement, the AFT names her secretary-
treasurer emeritus, allowing the union to call upon 
her to help fight to defend and extend political and 
workplace democracy for all Americans; and

RESOLVED, that we honor Lorretta Johnson with the 
AFT Human Rights Award at our upcoming convention 
for her years of fighting for human rights at home and 
abroad.

Tuesday, July 28, 2020
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46. REOPENING HIGH-QUALITY CHILD CARE AND 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION FOR ALL 
POST-PANDEMIC

WHEREAS, high-quality child care programs provide 
structured early childhood education opportunities that 
support a child’s early cognitive and social emotional 
development; and

WHEREAS, high-quality early childhood education for 
all is a public good; and

WHEREAS, safe, high-quality, affordable and reliable 
child care is vital to keeping our economy running at the 
best of times, it is absolutely essential to our national 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, workers with children of all ages must have 
high-quality, safe, affordable child care options if they are 
to return to the work site to fully reopen our economy and 
society; and

WHEREAS, the modifications necessary to make child 
care centers safe to reopen may raise costs for providers 
by up to 30 percent and further exacerbate the threat of 
permanent closures; and

WHEREAS, without significant federal investment, the 
COVID-19 pandemic could lead to the permanent loss of 
nearly 4.5 million child care slots; and

WHEREAS, access to high-quality early childhood 
education contributes to stronger families, greater 
economic development and more livable communities; 
and

WHEREAS, the Department of Health and Human 
Services defines affordable child care as costing no more 
than 7 percent of family income; and

WHEREAS, a robust, high-quality, and properly funded 
universal child care system exists in nearly every other 
developed country in the world:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers will call on the federal government to provide 
appropriate resources to enable child care providers 
and early education programs to reopen safely post-
pandemic; and

RESOLVED, that because research suggests 
expanding high-quality early learning initiatives 
through universal child care would provide economic 
benefits to America of roughly $8.60 for every $1 spent, 
the AFT will direct its energy, resources and influence 
to advocate for the long-term expansion of child care 
to ensure all families have access to high-quality child 
care that will not cost more than 7 percent of a family’s 
income.

PUBLIC SERVICES COMMITTEE

42. COVID-19 RETURN TO WORK SITE

WHEREAS, public sector workers in state, federal and 
local governments have continued to work throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, teleworking or still going into the 
work sites; and

WHEREAS, American Federation of Teachers frontline 
workers have risked their lives and personal health to 
perform their duties for the citizens of this country and the 
communities where they live; and

WHEREAS, AFT members stand ready to continue to 
perform their duties at any safe work site; and

WHEREAS, our union stands ready to work with 
federal, state, and local agencies to safeguard the health 
and safety of the workforce and the general public, and to 
continue the important and necessary provision of quality 
government services:

RESOLVED, that in order to protect the federal, state 
and local workforce as they return to their work sites 
or remain at their work sites, governments at all levels 
must:
• Ensure that physical and environmental controls, 

such as those for ventilation and potable water 
systems, must be in place and operational 24/7;

• Access to viral and antibody testing must be readily 
available, and strict protocols must be in place and 
operational along with training for all staff;

• Ensure that return to the work site plan must meet all 
applicable federal, state and local recommendations, 
including the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention  requirement for reduction in COVID-19 
activity;

• Complete a work-site safety and preparedness 
risk assessment, in which all identified concerns 
are remediated before any return to work site is 
commenced;

• Ensure that safety protocols are in place at every 
agency and work site to include adequate amounts 
of proper personal protective equipment, including 
respiratory protection, surgical masks, cloth face 
coverings, face shields, gloves, and other PPE that is 
identified as necessary;

• Ensure that adequate amounts of hand sanitizer are 
available and considerations have been made for 
the redesign of workspaces to meet proper social 
distancing guidelines;

• Establish isolation procedure for when a visitor 
or staff member exhibits symptoms, comes into 
contact with someone who exhibits symptoms or 
tests positive for COVID-19. The procedure must 
include a temporary shutdown of the workplace 
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so that highly touched surfaces can be cleaned, 
notification provided to employees and immediate 
implementation of contact tracing procedures can 
begin;

• Establish a 14-day self-quarantine policy with paid 
leave or telework arrangements for any employee 
who has had close contact with someone who 
exhibits symptoms or tests positive for COVID-19;

• Collaborate on pandemic planning and response 
protocols with their unions through the collective 
bargaining process, labor-management processor 
meetings with local union leaders in non-bargaining 
states to determine return-to-work-site procedures. 
Communication and collaboration will be key to a 
successful transition back to the work site;

• Ensure that no worker will be subject to retaliation, 
termination or other work sanction for reporting a 
health or safety concern; and

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers and its affiliates will advocate and support the 
principles of returning to the work site from telework; 
and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will continue to provide 
support and provide technical assistance to its affiliates 
on returning to the work site in a safe and healthy 
manner; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT and its affiliates will 
advocate for and support policies and legislation that 
will keep the workforce and general public safe during 
this COVID-19 pandemic and to keep government 
functioning at all levels; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT and its affiliates will 
advocate and support child care policies and programs, 
including adequate funding that will allow our workers 
to return to the work site with confidence that their 
young children will be safe; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT and its affiliates will 
advocate and support policies and legislation at any 
level of government that will prepare the United States 
for future medical emergencies.

43. FIGHTING THE INFLUENCE OF PRIVATE PRISONS 
AND PRIVATE EQUITY FIRMS ON MASS 
INCARCERATION AND IMMIGRANT DETENTION

WHEREAS, the United States incarcerates more people 
than any other country in the world, both in terms of the 
number of individuals incarcerated and by percentage of 
population.1 In 2016, there were roughly 2.2 million people 
in the country’s prisons and jails, and 1 in every 116 adults 
1  http://www.prisonstudies.org/highest-to-lowest/prison_population_rate?field_region_

taxonomy_tid=All

in the United States was incarcerated;2 and 
WHEREAS, mass incarceration disproportionately 

impacts communities of color, with people of color 
making up 30 percent of the U.S. population but making 
up 60 percent of the U.S. incarcerated population.3 The 
American Civil Liberties Union estimates that 1 out of 
every 3 Black boys and 1 out of every 6 Latino boys can 
expect to go to prison in their lifetimes—compared with 1 
out of every 17 white boys;4 and

WHEREAS, immigrant families crossing the U.S.-
Mexico border still face the risk of children being 
separated from their families and detained, despite the 
Trump administration announcing that this practice 
would no longer be official U.S. policy in July 2018;5 and

WHEREAS, the American Federation of Teachers 
represents public employees who work in a variety of 
professions, including corrections officers and parole 
and probation officers who work in prisons and with 
the formerly incarcerated every day. These workers 
understand the criminal justice system and are strong 
advocates for fair and equal treatment for prison workers 
and incarcerated people. AFT public employees recognize 
that private prison companies put both public safety 
and public employee pensions at risk, and believe that 
privatizing our justice system threatens our democracy; 
and 

WHEREAS, large, for-profit prison operators, like 
CoreCivic and the GEO Group; a number of smaller 
companies owned by private equity firms that provide 
corrections-related support services; and hedge funds, 
banks and other finance industry players that provide 
financing to these companies, together make billions of 
dollars annually when disproportionate numbers of Black 
and Latino people are sent to prison; and

WHEREAS, private prison companies and companies 
that provide outsourced services to correctional facilities 
actively contribute to the current system of mass 
incarceration through political expenditures, policy 
development and lobbying, and have an incentive to cut 
costs in order to maximize their profits. Some achieve this 
by lowering wages for workers, understaffing, skimping 
on training, and providing as few services as possible to 
incarcerated people, at times breaking the law, and at the 
expense of workers’ and inmates’ health, safety and lives; 
and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic is further exposing 
how the business model of private prisons and corrections 
companies puts workers and incarcerated people at risk, 
2  Ibid.

3  https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/race/news/2012/03/13/11351/the-top-10-most-
startling-facts-about-people-of-color-andcriminal-justice-in-the-united-states

4  https://www.aclu.org/issues/smart-justice/mass-incarceration

5  https://www.npr.org/2020/01/01/792916538/looking-at-lasting-effects-of-trumps-family-
separation-policy-at-the-southern-bo

http://www.prisonstudies.org/highest-to-lowest/prison_population_rate?field_region_taxonomy_tid=All
http://www.prisonstudies.org/highest-to-lowest/prison_population_rate?field_region_taxonomy_tid=All
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/race/news/2012/03/13/11351/the-top-10-most-startling-facts-about-people-of-color-andcriminal-justice-in-the-united-states
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/race/news/2012/03/13/11351/the-top-10-most-startling-facts-about-people-of-color-andcriminal-justice-in-the-united-states
https://www.aclu.org/issues/smart-justice/mass-incarceration
https://www.npr.org/2020/01/01/792916538/looking-at-lasting-effects-of-trumps-family-separation-policy-at-the-southern-bo
https://www.npr.org/2020/01/01/792916538/looking-at-lasting-effects-of-trumps-family-separation-policy-at-the-southern-bo
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with overcrowding, lack of ventilation, and failure to 
provide adequate sanitation and personal protective 
equipment for workers and inmates, contributing to 
rapidly increasing outbreaks in prisons across the 
country.6 As of June 16, 2020, the five largest COVID-19 
clusters in the United States were in correctional 
institutions;7 and

WHEREAS, the pandemic-related recession we are 
now facing is straining state and local budgets, and states 
and municipalities may feel renewed pressure to privatize 
some or all aspects of correctional services in an attempt 
to address budget shortfalls, despite an abundance of 
data showing that privatizing prisons does not lower costs 
for governments;8 and 

WHEREAS, the AFT put out two reports in 2018 and 
2019 exposing the publicly traded companies, hedge 
funds and private equity firms that profit from mass 
incarceration and immigrant detention, outlining the 
investment risks that public pension funds face when 
invested in these firms and encouraging public pension 
fund trustees to take action; and

WHEREAS, many U.S. public pension funds, including 
funds in which AFT members participate, are exposed 
to the private prison industry, through direct share 
ownership of private prison companies, investments in 
banks and hedge funds that provide funding to these 
companies, and/or investments in private equity firms 
that own companies that provide corrections-related 
services like prison telecom services, ankle monitoring, 
prison healthcare, and food and commissary services; 
and

WHEREAS, over the last two years, some AFT 
members have engaged with their pension funds on their 
investments in entities profiting from mass incarceration 
and immigrant detention, resulting in a number of 
pension funds divesting from private prisons, including 
the Chicago Teachers’ Pension Fund, the California State 
Teachers’ Retirement System, the Illinois State Board of 
Investment, and the Employees’ Retirement System of 
Rhode Island:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
will oppose privatization of public services, including 
prisons and adjacent correctional services; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will work with affiliates to 
ban private prisons and immigrant detention centers at 
the state and federal levels, including developing and 
supporting legislative efforts that prohibit private opera-
tion of correctional services; and

6 https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2020/05/07/coronavirus-americas-private-prisons-
thrive-during-pandemic/3092419001/

7 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/16/us/coronavirus-inmates-prisons-jails.html

8 https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/arizona-privatizes-prisons-
despite-evidence-they-dont-save-money

RESOLVED, that the AFT will work with public 
pensions across the United States to inform trustees of 
the risks associated with private corrections investments 
and to work with them to engage with the companies and 
asset managers profiting from mass incarceration and 
immigrant detention to address investment risks; and 

RESOLVED, that the AFT will support increased 
federal aid to states and municipalities to address budget 
shortfalls, so that public correctional services have the 
funding they need to ensure the health, safety and civil 
rights of workers and incarcerated people; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will support legislation, such 
as the federal Stop Wall Street Looting Act, that increases 
transparency for private equity firms and curbs their 
worst abuses, and will work with affiliates to develop 
state-level legislation requiring greater transparency 
from private equity firms and other asset managers that 
profit from privatizing public services.

https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2020/05/07/coronavirus-americas-private-prisons-thrive-during-pandemic/3092419001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2020/05/07/coronavirus-americas-private-prisons-thrive-during-pandemic/3092419001/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/16/us/coronavirus-inmates-prisons-jails.html
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/arizona-privatizes-prisons-despite-evidence-they-dont-save-money
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/arizona-privatizes-prisons-despite-evidence-they-dont-save-money
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POLITICAL ACTION/LEGISLATION COMMITTEE

34. AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS’ 
ENDORSEMENT OF JOE BIDEN FOR PRESIDENT

WHEREAS, America faces three immense crises—a 
health pandemic, an economic recession deepening the 
gap between the rich and the rest of the American people, 
and systemic racism—all made worse by President 
Trump’s actions; and

WHEREAS, these crises have exacerbated the 
economic, social, racial and gender inequities that 
have long existed, with 40 percent of Americans unable 
to cover a $400 emergency before this crisis; Black 
Americans, other communities of color, LGBTQ, and 
other vulnerable populations fighting for justice under the 
law; families being crushed under $1 trillion in student 
loan debt; Americans’ freedom to form unions greatly 
undermined by corporate interests; countless people 
being one illness away from bankruptcy; and our schools 
and public services woefully underfunded; and

WHEREAS, these crises have laid bare the need for 
a compassionate, competent federal government with 
the experience and willingness to act swiftly to keep 
Americans safe, make sure workers and communities 
have the support they need, and keep our economy going; 
and

WHEREAS, Donald Trump has spent his presidency 
focused on himself and his cronies, trafficking in hate 
and division, undermining our democracy and thwarting 
the rule of law, even going so far as to declare “When 
the looting starts, the shooting starts,” and using tear gas 
on citizens who were exercising their right to peacefully 
protest racial injustice and the mindless killing of George 
Floyd, all to create a photo opportunity for his re-election 
campaign; and

WHEREAS, Donald Trump has repeatedly rewarded 
the rich and well-off at the expense of the rest of 
America’s families and our democracy throughout his 
presidency—through a $1.5 trillion tax cut in which 83 
percent of the benefits went to the top 1 percent, an all-
out assault on healthcare, gutting environmental and 
worker safety standards to benefit big industry, attacking 

unions, championing Betsy DeVos’ agenda to defund 
and destroy public education in favor of private schools, 
siding with for-profits and profiteers over students in 
debt, and undermining free and fair elections; and

WHEREAS, a better future is possible, but only if we 
first defeat President Trump and elect a president who 
not only will restore decency and humanity to the office 
but who also will reimagine government and rewrite the 
rules of our economy and society to enable opportunity 
and justice for all; and

WHEREAS, this election is about what kind of country 
we want to be—not simply to restore the basic norms 
of decency and democracy, but to ensure everyone in 
America has the freedom and opportunity to live without 
fear and to pursue a better life; and

WHEREAS, Joe Biden is the experienced and empathic 
leader our country needs right now. His character was 
forged getting up and going to work every day and trying 
to make life better for his family, facing the ups and 
downs so many families face; it was tested by unspeakable 
loss and grief in life; and it was nurtured through public 
service, a love of people and the belief in the dignity of 
every human; and

WHEREAS, Joe Biden has spent his career 
championing the values of strong public schools and 
higher education; understanding that healthcare and 
college are rights, not privileges; and that a strong labor 
and civil rights movement are essential if we are to have 
true justice, opportunity and the freedom to live; and

WHEREAS, Joe Biden understands fundamental 
systemic change must occur for “equal justice under law” 
to become a reality to overcome the racial injustice in our 
country; and

WHEREAS, Joe Biden understands that this is the 
time to reimagine what government can do and has 
collaborated with Sen. Bernie Sanders and established 
the Unity Task Force, worked with Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
Sen. Kamala Harris, Stacey Abrams and others to create 
unity and develop an agenda to help reimagine and 
rebuild a government and society that work for everyone, 
an agenda that includes, but is not limited to: 
• Investing in public education; supporting educators 

and paying them adequately; expanding community 

Wednesday, July 29, 2020
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schools to meet both the social and health needs as 
well as instructional needs of children; and prioritizing 
deep learning focused on the skills and knowledge kids 
need to succeed, not an overreliance on testing; 

• Building on the Affordable Care Act to ensure every 
American has access to affordable healthcare and 
cutting healthcare costs;

• Investing in higher education, providing student 
loan relief, and making four-year public colleges and 
universities tuition-free for all students whose family 
incomes are below $125,000;

• Cementing the right of all workers to unionize and 
collectively bargain;

• Restoring the Voting Rights Act and protecting the 
voting rights of every American;

• Strengthening America’s commitment to racial justice 
and rooting out systemic racism from our laws, our 
policies and our institutions;

• Rebuilding our economy to enable opportunity 
and prosperity for all, not just the rich and big 
corporations; and

WHEREAS, the American Federation of Teachers, our 
affiliates and our 1.7 million members have a long, proud 
and distinguished history of being leaders and active 
participants in strengthening the democratic process and 
promoting civic engagement; and:

WHEREAS, the AFT conducted our most inclusive and 
extensive presidential endorsement process in our history 
over many months that involved over 300,000 of our 
members, and the AFT executive council endorsed Joe 
Biden for the Democratic nomination for president; and

WHEREAS, Joe Biden shares our values, has the 
support of our membership and is the leader we need in 
this historic moment in time:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers enthusiastically endorses Joe Biden for 
president of the United States for the November 2020 
general election; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT, our state and local 
affiliates, will recruit and engage members to help 
ensure they and their families are registered to vote, 
are informed of the positions and record of Joe Biden 
and President Donald Trump, and get out to vote; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT, our state and local 
affiliates, and our members will commit to supporting 
Joe Biden’s presidential election campaign, and will 
provide the necessary resources to help elect Joe Biden 
as the next president of the United States.

35. IN SUPPORT OF GREEN NEW DEAL

WHEREAS, the United Nations’ Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change has stated that current 
concentrations and ongoing emissions of greenhouse 
gases will continue to cause increases in global 
temperatures, warming of the world’s oceans and 
increases in the average sea level rise for many centuries; 
that irreversible changes in major ecosystems and the 
planetary climate system may already have been reached 
or passed; that ecosystems as diverse as the Amazon 
rainforest and other natural wildlife and forest reserves 
across the world have or are approaching thresholds of 
dramatic change; and that these events will transcend 
generations; and

WHEREAS, the burning of fossil fuels such as coal, oil 
and natural gas for the purposes of electricity generation 
and transportation is the primary source of climate-
changing greenhouse gas emissions; and

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization reports that 
rising temperatures and rising seas, as well as diminished 
air and water quality, lead to significant health risks such 
as heat-related risks, cardiovascular and respiratory 
illnesses, vector-borne infection, illness related to 
contaminated water, loss of shelter and compromised 
food supplies; and

WHEREAS, there is growing opposition to the negative 
health and environmental effects of fossil fuel extraction 
and consumption; coal-specific fossil fuel-dependent 
regions across the United States have been economically 
devastated by the shift from coal consumption; and the 
remaining coal jobs across the country are expected to 
steadily decline over the coming years; and

WHEREAS, working families, frontline communities, 
communities of color, low-income communities and 
other vulnerable populations suffer disproportionately 
from environmental degradation and climate change 
events such as extreme hurricanes, wildfire, drought 
and flooding, extreme heat and the spread of infectious 
disease; and

WHEREAS, studies show that 13 million Americans 
could be forced out of their communities and jobs due to 
climate change by the next century; and,

WHEREAS, hundreds of institutional investors in the 
United States and abroad have taken steps to divest their 
dollars from fossil fuel companies; and energy companies 
may actually pose a long-term risk to pension fund 
portfolios because there is a risk that governments could 
regulate oil and coal companies so extensively that their 
equities are devalued; and

WHEREAS, the International Labor Organization has 
reported that large economies moving toward greener 
and more environmentally sustainable transitions could 
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generate up to 60 million new jobs worldwide over the 
next two decades; and

WHEREAS, the American Society of Civil Engineers 
has reported that if the American infrastructure 
investment gap is not addressed throughout the nation’s 
infrastructure sectors by 2025, the economy is expected 
to lose almost $4 trillion in gross domestic product, and 
that these gaps in infrastructure funding combined with 
climate change pose a potentially serious impact on 
worldwide water resources, energy production and use, 
agriculture, forestry, coastal development and resources, 
flood control and public infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, working collaboratively with industry 
partners, career and technical education teachers can 
prepare students for a green economy by developing 
CTE programs with sustainability and environmental 
content, and by providing opportunities for students to 
gain hands-on, project-based experience directly tied to 
emerging professions and family-sustaining jobs; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Defense is the largest 
single emitter of greenhouse gases on the planet, and the 
AFT has repeatedly endorsed the principle of reducing 
military spending (except for veterans’ benefits) and using 
the money saved to create millions of jobs in a peaceful 
green economy, including transitioning many weapons 
production jobs to peacetime production jobs; and

WHEREAS, private investment for transitioning 
from fossil fuels has been completely insufficient, and 
multinational corporate interests strongly oppose public 
efforts for a just transition, especially public financing and 
labor protections; and

WHEREAS, working collaboratively with parents, 
communities and public institutions across the United 
States, teachers and professors can prepare diverse 
students to be informed leaders for a just green 
society by developing curricula and programming that 
create inclusive democratic spaces for learning and 
collaboration promoting sustainability, resilience and 
climate justice; and

WHEREAS, the American Federation of Teachers 
represents workers from all sectors of the economy and 
across all demographics who have a significant stake in 
the development of a green economy that can both slow 
the crisis of climate change and build an economy and 
strengthened public sector based on the foundation of 
a strong labor movement with family-supporting wages, 
benefits and shared prosperity for all; and

WHEREAS, the labor movement must be at the center 
of shaping climate policies to include a just transition for 
workers and communities, including tax-base support 
for impacted communities, wage replacement and parity 
for affected workers, retirement protections, partnerships 
between industry and communities on emerging green 
industries and jobs, continued access to healthcare, zero-

cost education and training, a job guarantee, expanded 
collective bargaining rights, and prioritizing the needs 
of historically marginalized communities that have 
disproportionately suffered from environmental injustice, 
racism and systemic exclusion from well-paying jobs; and

WHEREAS, emerging studies have begun identifying 
potential sources of job growth in regions that are 
experiencing a decline in fossil fuel demand, which 
can be found through sustainable regional solutions 
in partnership with economists and industry experts, 
projected over long periods across generations of 
workers:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers will fully participate in shaping the definition 
of “A Just Transition to a Peaceful and Sustainable 
Economy,” as outlined in our 2017 resolution by that 
name, and in accord with the latest climate science 
regarding the need for very rapid reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will support policies that 
enable local and regional communities to develop, 
produce and own renewable energy, as well as federal, 
state and local policies for improving and transitioning 
public transportation and for promoting greater fuel 
efficiency and energy conservation; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will work with local school 
districts and other organizations, as appropriate, to 
educate students about climate change, economic 
inequality and potential solutions to these problems, 
such as a Green New Deal; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will explore with other 
unions, community and environmental organizations 
the possibilities for a national green schools campaign 
calling for retrofitting and solar panel installations for 
our nation’s public schools; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT supports a Green New Deal 
funded by:
a. progressive taxes on the rich, such as a wealth tax; 

top marginal tax rates for the wealthy of 70-80 
percent, as was the case during the original New 
Deal; and a Billionaire Net Worth Tax; and

b. reductions in Department of Defense spending by at 
least 10 percent (except for veterans’ benefits); and

RESOLVED, that the AFT supports a Green New 
Deal, prioritizing projects, union career opportunities 
and investments in working-class communities, low-
income communities, and communities of color, 
which, historically, have been disproportionately 
impacted by pollution, high unemployment, poverty 
and environmental injustice; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will ensure that no 
worker is left behind; that protections are guaranteed 
for workers and communities directly impacted by 
the gross negligence of the fossil fuel industry; and 
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that robust investments are made in union career 
opportunities for working-class communities, 
low-income communities, and communities of 
color, which, historically, have been impacted by 
environmental injustice; and

RESOLVED, that this labor body will undertake an 
effort to educate and advocate with our community 
allies and elected representatives to support a Green 
New Deal that simultaneously addresses the harms 
of climate change and economic inequality as urgent 
and severe, and that addresses them together in a 
bold, ambitious and urgent national mobilization 
of the public and private sectors for a peaceful and 
sustainable energy economy.

ORGANIZING AND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
COMMITTEE

29. REIMAGINING OUR SOCIETY AND REWRITING 
THE RULES TO ENABLE OPPORTUNITY AND 
JUSTICE FOR ALL

WHEREAS, we face enormous challenges in the United 
States—a	health pandemic, an economic recession and 
millions of people without work, systemic racism, and a 
president who has made these crises worse by his actions 
and conduct, including his willingness to reject the norms 
of our democracy and the rule of law; and

WHEREAS, it falls on us in this moment to reimagine 
our society and rewrite the rules so everyone in America 
has access to opportunity and justice, not just the rich 
and powerful, just as other generations have done, most 
recently in the New Deal, and the civil rights and Great 
Society era. We must meet this moment with that same 
vision and clarity, and emerge from this crisis healthier, 
stronger, better and more just than before; and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated 
the economic and health disparities and pain long felt by 
Americans, particularly communities of color, and has 
brought a new unprecedented urgency to address the 
imbalance in our economy and society and the decay of 
our democracy; and

WHEREAS, Black Americans continue to struggle for 
full protection under the law and to be recognized as full 
human beings deserving of basic human rights:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers firmly believes the foundation of a vibrant 
and well-functioning democracy and society is a people 
secured by the freedom to live, safely and securely, 
and the opportunity to attain a better life. Freedom 
and opportunity are enabled through good jobs with 
a living wage and a union, a great public education, 
adequate healthcare and justice for all. The AFT will 

do everything in our power to meet this moment and 
restore hope that another future is possible through 
the work of our members, through collective action, 
and at the ballot box; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT’s efforts to reimagine 
a more just and vibrant society and democracy are 
guided by the following essential principles:
• All Americans should have access to a well-paying 

job and the ability to support their families free from 
poverty, and real retirement security;

• All workers must have the right to collectively 
bargain and have strong unions whether they 
work in the public sector, gig economy, academia, 
perform personal services, work on farms or in any 
other portion of our economy;

• Access to high-quality healthcare is a basic human 
right, not a privilege for those who can afford it. 
Universal coverage—regardless of whether it is 
single-payer or private insurance with a public 
option— must guarantee that every person has 
access to the care they need when they need 
it without crippling out-of-pocket costs. Our 
healthcare system must deliver high-quality care 
from cradle to grave, based on the needs of every 
community and not the profits of corporations;

• All Americans should have the right to affordable, 
safe and adequate housing;

• A 21st-century infrastructure investment to 
maintain not just our roads and bridges but to 
ensure safe water, public health needs, clean energy, 
and broadband as an essential public utility;

• A fair tax system that ensures the rich and big 
corporations pay their fair share to provide for 
the common good and fund schools and essential 
community services;

• All Americans should have access to a basic safety 
net, including universal child care; easier access to 
unemployment insurance; paid leave; equal pay for 
equal work; increased Social Security benefits; and a 
real investment in supports for families, such as the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program; a real 
overtime standard; and prevention of wage theft;

• Our federal government should never again be 
unprepared to confront health and safety threats to 
the American people. Our nation must have a public 
health infrastructure capable of keeping Americans 
safe and responding to global health pandemics and 
other threats;

• Safely reopening public schools and colleges in a 
way that does not simply seek to go back to life as 
it was before the pandemic but to fully fulfill public 
education’s promise as the center of democracy and 
cornerstone in our community where every child 
can succeed and where there is joy in learning;
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• Helping all children thrive requires a focus on whole 
child supports and services. This includes children’s 
social emotional and academic development; 
rich and inclusive curriculum; and powerful 
instruction in safe and healthy neighborhood 
schools; professional learning and collaboration 
time for teachers as well as appropriate pay; 
ensuring educators have the freedom to teach; 
assessment that informs instruction rather than 
standardized testing that narrows it; and real voice 
and engagement of parents and the community. 
We support the strategic establishment of 25,000 
community schools across the country, and fully 
funding Title I and the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act to support our students, educators 
and schools;

• The cancellation of all student debt;
• High-quality, free public higher education for every 

student that is equitable, accessible and safe; faculty 
and support staff should be well-supported, paid a 
living wage, have academic freedom and a right to 
form a union;

• A Green New Deal that simultaneously addresses the 
harms of climate change and economic inequality 
as urgent and severe and that must be addressed 
together. We must ensure that communities are 
respected, no worker is left behind, that real 
protections are guaranteed for workers and 
communities that face impacts due to health and 
environmental damage caused by the fossil fuel 
industry, and that full rights to unionization and 
collective bargaining are afforded to any and all jobs 
created in the new sustainable energy economy;

• Ending systemic racism in America, particularly in 
the criminal justice system, and fighting for anti-
racist policies for our schools, healthcare system, 
the environment, policing and our democracy. This 
includes the demilitarization of police; a renewed 
commitment to affirmative action and school 
desegregation; making school safety separate 
from policing and police forces; and the necessary 
cultural competency and implicit bias training for 
ourselves, our schools and our workplaces; and

• The restoration of our essential democratic rights 
made possible through securing the right to vote for 
all Americans through automatic voter registration, 
vote by mail and a revived Voting Rights Act; an 
independent and nonpartisan process for drawing 
district lines for Congress and state legislatures; 
re-establishing an independent judiciary; and 
reforming the rules of the Congress to end gridlock 
and allow government to function.

31. ADDRESSING SEXUAL DISCRIMINATION, 
HARASSMENT AND VIOLENCE IN THE WORKPLACE

WHEREAS, the American Federation of Teachers has 
an ongoing commitment to combat sexual discrimination, 
harassment and violence; and

WHEREAS, the AFT refuses to tolerate any form of 
sexual harassment, discrimination or violence; and

WHEREAS, members of this union and other workers 
continue to experience sexual discrimination, harassment 
and violence in their workplaces; and

WHEREAS, workers have the right to safe and respectful 
working conditions, including choosing to disclose an 
experience of sexual discrimination, harassment or 
violence without fear of retribution; and

WHEREAS, locals of this union are already working 
to provide protections for workers experiencing sexual 
harassment, discrimination, and violence; and

WHEREAS, the AFT is in a unique position to gather 
the practices, policies and bargaining language from these 
locals and provide it to everyone:

RESOLVED, that the AFT will recognize and address 
the frequency and severity of these occurrences 
in consultation with locals, while acknowledging 
that statistics underrepresent incidents of sexual 
discrimination, harassment and violence; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will treat all incidents 
and allegations seriously and promptly with trauma-
informed responses; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT reaffirms its refusal to 
tolerate sexual discrimination, harassment and violence 
by collaborating with locals to compile a list of evidence-
based best practices to be distributed to all locals; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will adopt and implement 
these practices; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will promote bargaining 
platforms that uphold the rights of the complainants, 
victims, and survivors and validate their experiences as 
potential hindrances to their ability to work.

LABOR AND THE ECONOMY/RETIREMENT 
COMMITTEE

25. PUBLIC SPENDING TO SUPPORT 
THE U.S. ECONOMY

WHEREAS, when the economy struggles, public 
spending on structure and services can make a difference 
between a robust recovery and prolonged stagnation; and

WHEREAS, investment in public infrastructure fuels 
economic growth by allowing things and ideas to move 
around (post office, airport, highway, grid system), 
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providing basic necessities (public water system, dams, 
power grid) and preparing people to be productive 
(schools, community colleges); and

WHEREAS, we can no longer afford to defer investment 
in our nation’s infrastructure; according to the American 
Society of Civil Engineers 2017 Infrastructure Report Card, 
there is a $2 trillion 10-year investment gap in our national 
societal infrastructure, including ports, highways, rail, 
schools, water systems and other important structures that 
support our society. In order to meet our future collective 
needs, we must increase infrastructure investments at 
all levels of government, especially during the current 
economic downtown; and

WHEREAS, federal infrastructure investment has fallen 
by half—from 1 percent to 0.5 percent of gross domestic 
product over the last 35 years—more of this essential task is 
left to state and local governments; and

WHEREAS, state and local governments represent 13 
percent of total employment in the United States meaning 
investment in the public sector is also an investment in 
our collective employment and the common good of our 
society:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers will support increased infrastructure 
investments at all levels of government and will fight 
austerity measures that will continue to cripple our 
society; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will continue to work with 
community partners to ensure a strong public sector 
that works for the common good of all.

26. YOUNG WORKERS MOVEMENT

WHEREAS, the American Federation of Teachers 
membership has increased since the Janus Supreme Court 
decision. A wave of educator strikes across the country has 
demonstrated our strength, led to big wins, and brought 
students and families with us into the streets; and

WHEREAS, public opinion of unions is at a 15-year 
high, with young workers having especially high support 
for organized labor; and

WHEREAS, the future of the labor movement depends 
on involving young members in order to combat the 
corporate onslaught on unions that has resulted in 
dwindling membership and legal rights. Higher rates 
of membership participation and activism from young 
members will increase our locals’ ability to win substantial 
victories at our work sites for our schools, communities, 
families and students; and

WHEREAS, young adults come out of their education 
experience keenly aware and critical of the challenges 
facing the system and eager to be part of the solution. 
Education privatizers have realized this and co-opted 

social justice language to funnel young adults away from 
the labor movement and into problematic education 
reform pipelines. We have an opportunity to recruit and 
engage young educators through their commitment to 
social justice and their desire to be part of a movement to 
realize the potential of public education; and

WHEREAS, a younger generation of activists and trade 
unionists recognizes that the problems experienced by 
members and the families they serve—including struggles 
for racial, sexual and economic justice—continue both in 
and out of the workplace. As young people rise up to lead 
fights for justice around the world, so too are they rising up 
within the labor movement to use our unions as a tool to 
improve our workplaces and society; and

WHEREAS, many of our professions, including 
teaching, have a high rate of burnout and turnover among 
young workers. Encouraging membership participation 
from young workers is a crucial part of membership 
retention; and

WHEREAS, young workers are disproportionately 
affected by the economic crises of our time, including 
catastrophic climate change, crushing student loan debt, 
rising healthcare costs, austerity, and increasing retirement 
insecurity; and

WHEREAS, a generation of skilled union members, 
activists and leaders is retiring, creating a need for younger 
members who are ready with the leadership experience, 
organizing know-how, and institutional knowledge to keep 
our workplaces and unions strong. Formal mechanisms 
within the union are required to provide this training and 
experience; and

WHEREAS, other unions have ratios for the 
allocation of delegates to conventions with the goal of 
achieving demographic representation that mirrors the 
demographics of local membership:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers will create pipelines to leadership such as an 
Emerging Leaders Academy and an advisory board of 
younger members with an annual meeting to discuss 
needs; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will dedicate the necessary 
resources to recruiting, training, and retaining new 
leaders through regional and national conferences 
specifically dedicated to gathering young members; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will encourage each 
local to bring at least one young person or early 
service member to the biennial national convention 
and will commit to having the demographics of our 
national convention reflect the demographics of our 
membership; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will continue to organize 
locals that have many young members, such as charter 
schools; and
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RESOLVED, that the AFT will continue organizing 
for a union presence on college campuses by dedicating 
the necessary resources to expand our associate 
membership program for pre-service teachers to join 
the union.
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HUMAN RIGHTS, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS COMMITTEE

21. SUPPORT FOR TRANSGENDER, NONBINARY AND 
GENDER-NONCONFORMING WORKERS

WHEREAS, the American Federation of Teachers has 
a continuing commitment to supporting transgender 
workers; and

WHEREAS, at the 2018 AFT-Oregon convention a 
resolution was passed committing AFT-Oregon to defend 
transgender workers’ access to healthcare; and

WHEREAS, nonbinary and gender-nonconforming 
workers are included under this umbrella, but often face 
particular constraints in the workplace that require specific 
responses from AFT-Oregon and locals; and

WHEREAS, current national politics continue to target 
transgender, nonbinary and gender-nonconforming people; 
and

WHEREAS, our transgender, nonbinary and gender-
nonconforming members need continued support:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers will collaborate with transgender, nonbinary 
and gender-nonconforming communities to compile a 
list of best practices implemented by locals in defense 
of transgender, nonbinary and gender-nonconforming 
workers; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will compile a list of existing 
protections for transgender, nonbinary and gender-
nonconforming people, including protections in the 
workplace, housing and everyday life; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will make these best 
practices available to locals to help guide and direct 
agitation for the rights of transgender, nonbinary and 
gender nonconforming workers.

22. ENOUGH

WHEREAS, millions of unknown people were enslaved, 
tortured and killed in the Americas during the slave trade; 
and

WHEREAS, Rev. George Lee, Mack Charles Parker, 
Herbert Lee, Cpl. Roman Ducksworth Jr., Louis Allen, James 
Earl Chaney, Andrew Goodman, Michael Henry Schwerner, 
Jimmie Lee Jackson, Rev. James Reeb, Jonathan Myrick 
Daniels, Benjamin Brown, Samuel Ephesians Hammond Jr., 
Delano Herman Middleton, Henry Ezekial Smith, Andrew 
Lee Anderson, Frank Andrews, Larry Bolden, James Brazier, 
Thomas Brewer, Hillard Brooks, Eli Brumfield, Silas Caston, 
Clarence Cloninger, Willie Countryman, Woodrow Wilson 
Daniels, A.A. Hall, Collie Hampton, Ernest Hunter, Luther 
Jackson, Ernest Jells, Richard Lillard, George Love, Robert L. 
McNair, Nehemiah Montgomery, James Earl Motley, Larry 
Payne, C.H. Pickett, Jimmy Powell, Johnny Queen, Johnny 
Robinson, Marshal Scott Jr., Jessie James Shelby, Eddie 
James Stewart, Isaiah Taylor, John Wesley Wilder; and

WHEREAS, Tamir Rice, Michael Brown, Eric Garner, 
Laquan McDonald, Freddie Gray, Philando Castile, Alton 
Sterling, Sean Reed, Breonna Taylor, Tony McDade, Danroy 
Henry, Jr., Aiyana Stanley-Jones, Travis McNeil, Rekia 
Boyd, Shantel Davis, Alesia Thomas, Kayla Moore, Miriam 
Carey, Yvette Smith, Pearlie Golden, Sheneque Proctor, 
Tanisha Anderson, Natasha McKenna, Sandra Bland, Keith 
Childress, Bettie Jones, Kevin Matthews, Michael Noel, 
Miguel Espina, Nathaniel Pickett, Tiara Thomas, Richard 
Perkins, Michael Lee Marshall, Lamontez Jones, Paterson 
Brown, Junior Prosper, Keith McLeod, Wayne Wheeler, 
India Kager, Felix Kumi, Michael Sabbie, Jonathan Sanders, 
Spencer McCain, Kris Jackson, Jermaine Benjamin, Kevin 
Higgenbotham, Samuel Harrell, Walter Scott, Eric Harris, 
Dominick Wise, Askari Roberts, Anthony Hill, Naeschlus 
Vinzant, Thomas Allen, Jr., Lavall Hall, Matthew Ajibade, 
La’vante Biggs, Tyree Crawford, Sylville Smith, Korryn 
Gaines, David Joseph, Dyzhawn Perkins, Christopher 
Davis, Jessica Nelson-Williams, Michael Eugene Wilson Jr., 
Terrence Crutcher, Charleena Chaven Lyles, JR Williams, 
Nana Adomako, Cad Robertson, Raynard Burton, Alteria 
Woods, Marc Brandon Davis, Aaron Bailey, Dewboy Lister, 
Keita O’Neil, Juan Pedro Pierre, Stephon Clark, Alonzo 

Thursday, July 30, 2020
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Smith, Arther McAfee Jr., Ronnell Foster, Mario Dantoni 
Bass, Shermichael Ezeff, Cameron Hall, Juan Markee 
Jones, Marcus-David L. Peters, Antwan Rose, Rashaun 
Washington, Cynthia Fields, Danny Washington, Pamela 
Turner, Marcus McVae, Isaiah Lewis, Ryan Twyman, 
Antwun Shumpert, Josef Richardson, Atatiana Jefferson, 
Michael Dean, Ahmaud Arbery, Maurice Gordon, David 
McAtee, William Howard Green, Donnie Sanders, Dreasjon 
Reed; and

WHEREAS, George Floyd; and
WHEREAS, all the other victims of police brutality and 

violence unnamed but not forgotten; and
WHEREAS, more than 1,000 people are killed each 

year by police with nearly 60 percent of the victims not 
possessing a gun or involving issues of mental health 
(https://mappingpoliceviolence.org/); and

WHEREAS, police brutality against Black and brown 
persons in the U.S. is a manifestation of continual, 
persistent and pervasive white supremacy; and

WHEREAS, this white supremacy is systemic and 
institutionalized and influences the lives of everyone living 
in the U.S., albeit in very different ways; and

WHEREAS, the eradication of this white supremacy is a 
necessary precondition toward creating a culture of equity 
and equality and, therefore, must be a primary goal of 
education:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers and its affiliates will work to end police 
brutality by actively supporting legislation on the 
federal, state and local levels that:
1. Imposes strict police accountability;
2. Ends policing of minor, “broken windows,” offenses;
3. Bans use of chokeholds;
4. Limits the use of force by requiring a de-escalation 

policy and mandatory reporting;
5. Eliminates racial profiling;
6. Demilitarizes law enforcement;
7. Requires all police officers to wear functioning and 

operating body cameras at all times;
8. Tracks and reports data;
9. Ensures proper screening, education and training of 

all officers;
10. Establishes a team of mental health professionals 

to send as first responders to calls involving mental 
health crises;

11. Removes police officers from schools;
12. Invests in expanding first responders to include 

alternative intervention in all types of circumstances 
to include public health officials, social workers, 
mental health professionals and related expertise;

13. Requires compliance with federal civil rights laws;
14. Requires independent community oversight boards 

and human rights commissions;
15. Incorporates other meaningful reforms; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT and its affiliates will 
demonstrate their ongoing resolve to support racial, 
social and economic justice by:
1. Actively mentoring members of color and members 

of other traditionally underrepresented groups for 
leadership positions in the organizations;

2. Writing strong anti-racism and anti-oppression 
language into governance documents;

3. Providing anti-racist and anti-oppression training 
for all employees of the unions;

4. Making anti-racist and anti-oppression training for 
all members a principal goal of the unions;

5. Calling for all our sibling unions, particularly law 
enforcement unions, to do the same; and
RESOLVED, that the AFT will call upon the AFL-CIO 

to join us in these efforts to change legislation and to 
support racial, social and economic justice.

HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE

13. ENCOURAGE CONTINGENT FACULTY 
PARTICIPATION IN SHARED GOVERNANCE

WHEREAS, community colleges and universities 
regularly hire contingent faculty; and

WHEREAS, contingent faculty are required to hold the 
same academic qualifications and credentials as their full-
time colleagues; and

WHEREAS, qualified contingent faculty are rehired for 
years; and

WHEREAS, contingent faculty already working in the 
institution have significant familiarity with the academic 
standards, curriculum, personnel and culture of the 
institution, thereby aiding in student success initiatives and 
other institutional goals; and

WHEREAS, the concept of shared governance is 
continually challenged by administrations; and

WHEREAS, there are not enough full-time faculty to 
serve on shared governance committees; and

WHEREAS, due to the increased workload of faculty due 
to increased mandated requirements and accreditation 
standards; and

WHEREAS, since decisions made in shared governance 
also affect contingent faculty, contingent faculty should be 
considered, with respect to equity and inclusivity, an equal 
participant in the decision-making:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers will support legislation for contingent faculty 
to be included and enfranchised without regard to their 
part-time status and compensated in shared governance 
work.

https://mappingpoliceviolence.org/
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14. EXPAND RETIREMENT BENEFITS

WHEREAS, the current eligibility for public workers to 
qualify for the Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) 
specifically excludes Oregon public university graduate 
employees and employees below 0.50 Full-Time Equivalent 
(FTE); and

WHEREAS, the eligibility for PERS also excludes 
postdoctoral scholars; and

WHEREAS, the state of Oregon has expanded access 
to the Optional Retirement Plan (ORP) for postdoctoral 
scholars who work in Oregon public universities; and

WHEREAS, the requirement for postdoctoral scholars 
is to contribute between 2 and 4 percent to qualify for ORP; 
and

WHEREAS, a postdoctoral scholar’s contribution to 
ORP will be matched by their respective public employer:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers will advocate for expansion in public 
retirement eligibility for graduate employees and 
employees below 0.50 FTE at the national level.

HEALTHCARE ACCESS/QUALITY AND RNs/
HEALTHCARE WORKERS COMMITTEE

8. A HEALTHCARE SYSTEM THAT WORKS FOR ALL 
BY 2025

WHEREAS, the current healthcare system lacks 
accountability for patient outcomes and the ability 
to prioritize the health of people in normal times, as 
evidenced by the United States falling behind our 
industrialized nation peers in areas like life expectancy and 
avoidable hospitalizations in patients with chronic disease, 
and as tragically evidenced by the growing number of 
casualties and the inability to manage in a pandemic; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has laid bare the structural 
racism in our healthcare system and resultant inequitable 
health outcomes in the United States, revealing and 
deepening disproportionately inferior healthcare access 
and health outcomes for Black and brown people, who are 
disproportionately represented in essential service jobs, 
experience higher rates of poverty and low wages, and have 
higher uninsured rates than white people; and

WHEREAS, undeniable disparities in access and health 
outcomes persist within our healthcare system for other 
vulnerable populations, including but not limited to Native 
American communities, LGBTQ people and those with 
disabilities; and

WHEREAS, hospitals are important centers of rural 
communities, often being the largest employer and 

the only source of care in often geographically isolated 
communities that experience high rates of factors that 
impact health, like poverty, income and access to healthy 
food; and

WHEREAS, food supply, poverty, housing, 
transportation and other social determinants of health not 
only drive inequities in health status, but also perpetuate 
disparities in economic status, and the lack of investment 
in these and other social determinants is a primary 
contributor to inferior health outcomes overall in the 
United States compared with other developed nations; and 

WHEREAS, more than 100 million people remain 
uninsured or underinsured, numbers that will continue to 
grow because of the high unemployment rate during the 
current economic crisis in the United States. And many 
with employer-sponsored coverage experience such high 
out-of-pocket costs, due to factors like high premiums, 
deductibles and deceptive billing practices, that they forgo 
needed care and are effectively uninsured; and

WHEREAS, the United States remains the only 
industrialized country without a universal healthcare 
system, despite spending the most on healthcare among 
developed nations. Americans pay more than twice as 
much as other developed countries on total healthcare 
spending and prescription drugs; and

WHEREAS, the delivery system is comprised of highly 
profitable tax-exempt corporations led by executives 
making on average $3.5 million per year, by highly 
profitable publicly traded companies, and by private equity 
firms that together comprise an industry that accounts for 
18 percent of the gross domestic product and is a major 
driver of the national debt; this is an industry structure 
that has resulted in a power dynamic that puts patients, 
healthcare workers and taxpayers at a disadvantage in 
advocating for a system prioritizing investment in factors 
that influence health, economic standing and the ability to 
flourish in American society; and

WHEREAS, the current economic crisis leaves many 
institutions and care models vulnerable to acquisition by 
large publicly traded companies or private equity funds. As 
the focus of these financial interests shifts, new practices 
and care models will change how care is delivered and will 
be prioritized on the basis of maximizing revenue; and

WHEREAS, the pandemic has hastened the imminent 
evolution of care delivery toward broader use of 
technology, artificial intelligence, and moving the locus of 
care, all of which drive critical workforce changes that will 
affect those who work in healthcare and could undermine 
standards, working conditions and voice of healthcare 
workers in the delivery of care; and

WHEREAS, we can no longer avoid confrontation 
with the costs of healthcare, the substandard patient care 
outcomes, or the inequities perpetuated by the healthcare 
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system. The current transition of our healthcare system will 
be on a trajectory of ruin for patients if we do not advance a 
system centered on the health and well-being of all people, 
with healthcare as a basic human right, guaranteeing every 
person can access the care they need when they need it; 
and

WHEREAS, the post-pandemic status of our healthcare 
delivery system presents an opportunity to transition a 
model of healthcare driven by high-value, universal access; 
sustainable cost; accountability for outcomes; and choice; 
and actions taken coming out of the pandemic are critical 
to break the pattern of continued support of the existing 
system that is fiscally unsustainable and leaves tens of 
millions of Americans behind:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers will work to achieve universal coverage by 
the year 2025, whether through single payer or private 
insurance with a public option, so that all patients 
have coverage for timely access to the care they need, 
treating healthcare as a public good, and will consider 
a different payment system model that promotes value 
and coordination in care delivery; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT’s interim efforts will 
comprise a glide path toward 2025 that addresses the 
structure of our healthcare delivery system by working 
toward:
• banning or limiting the growth of for-profit 

hospitals; 
• banning or limiting the growth of private equity, and 

regulating the access and services provided by for-
profit and nonprofit hospitals alike; 

• restricting the further consolidation and 
privatization of hospitals and healthcare systems; 

• enforcing the community benefit standard for 
nonprofits so that it means something, or review the 
charitable status of nonprofit hospitals so that they 
are paying taxes to support public infrastructure;

• a model of coverage that uses existing public 
financing mechanisms, like Medicaid, to build a 
foundational model that addresses cost, access, 
choice and outcomes; and
RESOLVED, that the AFT will work vigorously 

to ensure massive investment in our public 
health infrastructure in a way that permits robust 
programming aimed at prevention, maintenance 
and disease surveillance to collect critical data 
about community-specific health needs that inform 
appropriate programming, as well as resources to 
develop and provide timely and relevant programming 
responsive to community health needs; and 

RESOLVED, that the AFT will advocate for 
programming, funding, research and public investments 
that address health disparities, social determinants 

and unacceptable healthcare outcomes among Black 
Americans, other communities of color, LGBTQ people 
and other vulnerable populations. Specifically, we 
oppose any health policy initiatives that have any racist 
impact;

RESOLVED, that the AFT will advocate for 
programming, funding and policy solutions to address 
the crisis-level challenges faced by patients in rural 
communities involving threats of hospital closures and 
addressing social determinants of health; and 

RESOLVED, that the AFT will play a role in shaping 
the future of the healthcare workforce. We must 
ensure that workforce changes do not happen to our 
members but happen collaboratively with them, thus 
allowing care to be delivered in new and creative ways 
that maintain the standards that we have bargained to 
establish and that improve patient outcomes.

9. INFECTIOUS DISEASE EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
IS ESSENTIAL FOR HEALTHCARE

WHEREAS, infectious disease specialists have warned 
governments for years of an impending, serious infectious 
disease outbreak, and the emergence of the SARS, MERS, 
H1N1 influenza, Zika and Ebola over the last 17 years 
reinforced the need to prioritize emergency preparedness 
for newly emerging infectious disease outbreaks; and

WHEREAS, past and present administrations failed 
to address the lack of domestic production of personal 
protective equipment, particularly N95 respirators, 
ensuring the global supply chain problems we currently 
face; and

WHEREAS, the Trump administration systematically 
dismantled the federal government’s ability to effectively 
respond to any infectious disease outbreak, disbanding 
global health security taskforces in the National Security 
Council and the Department of Homeland Security that 
would have ensured interagency coordination and timely 
leadership; cutting the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s international epidemic prevention programs 
by 80 percent in 2018, allowing scores of positions within 
the CDC to remain unfilled; and eliminating programs to 
study zoonotic disease outbreaks, ensuring a disorganized, 
inadequate federal response; and

WHEREAS, the United States lacks a functioning state 
and local public health infrastructure with the capacity 
to respond to any large-scale infectious disease outbreak 
or other public health emergency. State and local public 
health departments have historically been severely 
underfunded and are highly reliant on the CDC for support 
and direction; and

WHEREAS, the Trump administration wasted valuable 
time when the SARS-CoV-2 emerged, downplaying the 
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threat, muzzling CDC and National Institutes of Health 
leaders, and promoting false cures and incompetent 
managers instead of following the advice of experts and 
directing federal resources where needed; and

WHEREAS, the supply of N95 respirators and other 
personal protective equipment in the Strategic National 
Stockpile had not been replenished since 2009, resulting 
in an inadequate supply of unexpired respirators. At the 
outset of the pandemic, the stockpile contained 12 million 
N95s, but 3.5 billion were needed. States and hospitals are 
not required to maintain and restock their own stockpiles; 
and

WHEREAS, President Trump has refused to deploy 
the Defense Production Act to require American 
manufacturers to produce badly needed respirators. 
Trump delayed centralizing a federal procurement and 
distribution process for respirators and other personal 
protective equipment, forcing states and employers to 
enter a bidding war and artificially inflating the cost of 
PPE. When Trump finally directed the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to coordinate procurement and 
distribution of PPE, the result was FEMA commandeering 
PPE legally purchased by states and hospitals; and

WHEREAS, the CDC initially provided infection-control 
guidance to healthcare employers, recommending N95 
or stronger respirators for healthcare workers caring 
for patients with suspected or confirmed COVID-19, 
but downgraded this guidance in March in response to 
lobbying by hospitals and some local health departments 
over concerns about the supply and supply chains of N95 
respirators, saying that SARS-CoV-2 is spread primarily 
through droplet transmission, ignoring a growing body of 
evidence that SARS-CoV-2 is an airborne-transmissible 
virus, and giving cover to employers wanting to avoid 
providing respiratory protection to healthcare workers; and

WHEREAS, multiple federal agencies under the Trump 
administration have failed to uphold their mission to 
protect the public from harm, including the CDC providing 
weak guidance to healthcare employers and failing to 
systematically gather data on healthcare-worker infections 
and death from COVID-19, the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration failing to require employers 
adhere to CDC guidance or OSHA standards in order to 
protect healthcare workers from a recognized serious and 
deadly hazard; and the federal government prioritizing 
decontamination of N95 respirators over production and 
stockpiling of respirators that were designed to be reused; 
and

WHEREAS, as a result, an estimated 69,761 healthcare 
workers are known to have been infected and at least 368 
have died. We know this to be a gross undercounting. Many 
states are not reporting this information, and the federal 
government is not requiring it

WHEREAS, testing for SARS-COV-2 is the only way 
to track where and how quickly the virus is spreading in 
communities and whether or not healthcare workers are 
getting infected:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers calls for a national policy of mass testing and 
contact tracing of SARS-COV-2. Healthcare workers 
should be guaranteed access to free, regular testing; and

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers will work to push the federal government, 
states and employers to develop regulations and systems 
to prevent this massive failure to protect healthcare 
workers and the public at large from an infectious 
disease or other public health emergency from ever 
happening again; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will advocate for OSHA to 
promulgate a temporary infectious disease standard 
immediately and a permanent infectious disease 
standard within 24 months of enactment, and in the 
interim, for OSHA to enforce existing standards to 
protect healthcare workers from occupational exposure 
to COVID-19; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will advocate for the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services and states 
to strengthen and enforce requirements for hospital 
and healthcare services emergency preparedness 
planning, including metrics for determining adequate 
PPE stockpiles; rules for maintenance of stockpiles; 
incentives to implement elastomeric or powered air 
purifying respirators as part of a stockpile; and capacity 
to develop temporary airborne infection isolation 
rooms, ventilated headboards, improved general 
ventilation dilution and other engineering controls; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will advocate for the 
Food and Drug Administration to rescind emergency 
use authorizations for N95 decontamination when 
respirator supplies and supply chains are restored; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will advocate for strong 
investment in public health on the federal and state 
levels to develop a rigorous system that supports 
prevention of illness as a public good, re-establishing 
defunded global infectious disease prevention, and 
tracking and establishing new and stronger state and 
local public health funding; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will support increased 
funding for OSHA enforcement and whistleblower 
protection, and increased funding for the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health for research 
on respiratory protection, PPE and engineering controls 
like ventilated headboards, establishing incentives for 
improved technologies; and

RESOLVED, that because no healthcare worker 
should have to experience the gross failure to uphold 
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their right to a safe and healthy workplace, and one 
healthcare worker death from COVID-19 is too many, 
the AFT will work through collective bargaining to 
ensure healthcare employers are prepared to protect 
healthcare workers from occupational exposure to 
COVID-19 and any other infectious disease outbreak.

EDUCATIONAL ISSUES COMMITTEE

1. ELEVATING PUBLIC SCHOOLS BEYOND 
THE LEGACY OF COVID-19

WHEREAS, the American Federation of Teachers 
believes in and stands ready to fight for public education, 
as a high-quality public education is an economic 
necessity, an anchor of democracy, a moral imperative and 
a fundamental civil right; and

WHEREAS, years of disinvestment in public education 
have led to overcrowded classrooms, schools without 
nurses, librarians, counselors and the specialized 
personnel that ensure children’s well-being; deteriorating 
school buildings with outdated materials and technology; 
unhealthy and unsafe environments; and a too-narrow 
array of academic, enrichment and extracurricular 
programs; and

WHEREAS, the over-reliance on standardized test 
scores in punitive test-based accountability systems has 
created an education system where schools are ranked and 
sorted rather than supported, pitting the needs of our most 
vulnerable students against more affluent communities; 
and

WHEREAS, the coronavirus is a global pandemic 
threatening the health, safety and economic well-being of 
the people we represent and those we serve; and

WHEREAS, the AFT recognizes that the burdens of 
systemic racism and poverty are felt in communities 
where members live and work, and we fight for equitable 
educational opportunities for all students; and

WHEREAS, temporary school building closures due to 
COVID-19 highlighted and exacerbated existing inequities 
within the education system caused by polarization, 
privatization, and cuts to public education funding, and 
added to the challenges many students already face in their 
daily lives, such as food scarcity and insufficient housing, 
child care and health services; and

WHEREAS, students from low-income backgrounds, 
students of color, students with disabilities, English 
language learners, and youth experiencing homelessness 
are more likely to lack access to high-speed internet1 and 
1:1 access to a device (tablet or laptop); and

1 https://www.ntia.doc.gov/blog/2018/digital-divide-among-school-age-children-narrows-
millions-still-lack-internet-connections

WHEREAS, delivering virtual distance learning, 
where students spend most of their school day online—
interacting with their coursework, teachers and peers 
through technology—is only an emergency option and 
doesn’t meet the full needs of any student; and

WHEREAS, research shows that teachers are integral 
to the success or failure of technology use in schools, and 
educators must have meaningful input on the purchase 
of technology, virtual distance-learning plans, and 
professional learning opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the AFT has long been an advocate for 
providing teachers and students with the highest-quality 
instructional materials and pedagogy, and adapting to new 
knowledge and tools to support improved instruction; and

WHEREAS, reopening America’s public school 
buildings in a post-pandemic era affords this country 
the opportunity to rethink schooling to achieve a more 
equitable, student-focused education system that helps 
each child to succeed and achieve; and

WHEREAS, brain science tells us that healthy cognitive, 
social, emotional and physical development of students 
must be our focus; and

WHEREAS, we are at a critical moment when we must 
move toward reopening school buildings and continuing 
American public education—not as it is today or as it was 
in the past but as it can be—as the center of democracy and 
the cornerstone in our community where every child can 
succeed:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers and our affiliates will advocate for the safe 
reopening of America’s public school buildings with:
• A renewed sense of urgency to provide schools 

where families want to send their children, students 
are engaged, where educators want to teach, where 
curriculum is rich and inclusive, where there is joy 
in teaching and learning, and where all students will 
be prepared for college, career and citizenship;

• A vision for public education that meets the needs 
of educators, school staff and students, and assists 
affiliates to mobilize members and unite with their 
communities around state and local spending 
practices that result in a more equitable distribution 
of education funds;

• The proactive involvement of educators and 
school staff, families, municipal and/or regional 
partners and community organizations, and school 
administrators in decision-making as school 
systems work with public health authorities to 
plan for returning to school buildings as well as 
with school-level safety committees. This includes 
programming, space, operations, staff deployment, 
scheduling, and aligning all the public health 
interventions with all the schooling interventions 

https://www.ntia.doc.gov/blog/2018/digital-divide-among-school-age-children-narrows-millions-still-lack-internet-connections
https://www.ntia.doc.gov/blog/2018/digital-divide-among-school-age-children-narrows-millions-still-lack-internet-connections
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that address students’ healthy physical, social, 
emotional and academic development; nurturing 
productive relationships; building resilience; 
supporting diversity and inclusion; and rebuilding 
the school community;

• A goal for the strategic establishment of 25,000 
community schools where students and families can 
access tailored health services and social services in 
one place, and marginalized communities can have 
access to services and support; and
RESOLVED, that the AFT will support social 

emotional learning and the well-being of students and 
staff by:
• Advocating for the adoption of “whole child” 

supports and practices that facilitate students’ sense 
of belonging, including positive school climate, 
productive instructional strategies, social emotional 
development, and individualized student support;

• Advocating for additional school staff who have 
expertise in mental health to serve staff, students 
and families;

• Increasing our collective capacity to provide or 
partner on training on trauma-informed practices, 
social emotional learning and bereavement support;

• Providing member benefits that support mental 
health and healing from trauma; and
RESOLVED, that the AFT will support meaningful 

teaching and learning by advocating for:
• A model of distance learning that is temporary, 

not used to replace or reduce educators or school 
staff, and distributes educational time between 
in-person learning and distance learning, when 
school attendance is limited, or developmentally 
appropriate, full-remote instruction (synchronous 
and asynchronous) when school attendance is not 
possible;

• Adequate staffing necessary to provide specialized 
instruction, related services and other supports to 
ensure that students with disabilities are receiving 
the supports that allow them to access instruction 
and support staff who specialize in the physical and 
emotional health of students;

• Equitable school environments that reject 
colorblind ideology and curriculum centered 
around whiteness and replace with culturally 
responsive teaching and curriculum that is inclusive 
of other racial groups’ history, contributions and 
insights, authentic performance assessment, and 
continuous time and support for staff to become 
culturally proficient;

• Increased time for planning, collaborating and 
creating student-centered learning environments, 
whether in person or virtually, in which pedagogical 

practices ensure that the students are active, not 
passive, participants;

• Innovative ways for schools to engage students 
and infuse hands-on student-centered learning 
approaches that foster student ownership of 
learning;

• Strengthened relationships with and among 
educators, students, families and communities, and 
partner organizations to help procure resources for 
a variety of learning environments; extend learning 
outside the classroom; and offer connection to 
community issues and the students’ world; and
RESOLVED, that the AFT will work to address the 

technology gap among students and educators by:
• Advocating for partnerships at the national, state, 

and local levels that will allow state federations 
and local affiliates to collaborate with internet/
cable providers to improve access issues in their 
community;

• Advocating for the inclusion of educators to assist 
districts and schools with developing research-
based, age-appropriate student learning schedules, 
as it pertains to screen time and use of technology;

• Advocating for greater investment and more 
effective use of technology in high-poverty school 
districts and rural areas for students and educators;

• Advocating for schools, districts and states to 
have regular methods for identifying students and 
educators without access to the internet and the 
hardware that is critical to distance learning, and 
provide free or low-cost options for internet access 
and equipment;

• Advocating for districts and schools to determine 
solutions for equitable access to learning 
opportunities, with teacher input, for those who are 
unable to connect to online learning;

• Advocating that district policies include: (1) 
requirements for professional development for 
teachers on the integration of technology, and (2) 
an equitable and transparent process for purchasing 
and distributing technology;

• Advocating for states to adopt new or strengthen 
existing data privacy laws to ensure safeguards are 
in place for sensitive student and teacher data;

• Encouraging state federations and local affiliates to 
develop or endorse criteria for high-quality online 
student learning experiences;

• Advocating for educators, not for-profit companies, 
to lead the policy, design, development and training 
of technological educational innovations adopted by 
schools in distance learning; and
RESOLVED, that the AFT will support improved teacher 

development, evaluation and systems of support by:
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• Encouraging state federations and local affiliates 
to develop or endorse criteria for high-quality 
professional development that supports instruction 
and new safety measures in the new environment 
(virtual learning);

• Advocating for school districts to put formal 
evaluations on hold for the 2020-21 school year and 
beyond until the districts develop new expectations 
for the possibility of instruction that alternates 
between in-person learning and distance learning;

• Advocating that systems designed to evaluate 
teachers for accountability and job action decisions 
should be retooled and repurposed and include 
collaboration with all stakeholders to provide 
the best information administrators, coaches 
and teachers need to help guide instructional 
improvement in this new educational environment; 
and

• Advocating for the training of all staff on how to 
identify students struggling with trauma in addition 
to their own trauma, and how to access mental 
health professionals free of cost to educators and 
students; and
RESOLVED, that the AFT will advocate for districts 

and states to develop systems of assessments that 
support teaching and learning by:
• Seeking waivers on state summative assessments 

and the high-stakes consequences attached to them 
as the upcoming year is a bridge period following 
prolonged coronavirus closures and re-established 
instruction in schools;

• Conducting comprehensive reviews of all 
assessment programs to limit the loss of learning 
time to excessive testing;

• Prioritizing assessments that support and help 
target teaching and learning, including reliable, 
nonintrusive and teacher-friendly diagnostics—
both in-person and virtual; and

• Supporting teacher use of authentic assessments 
wherein students are asked to perform real-world 
tasks that demonstrate meaningful application of 
what they have learned.

2. OPPOSITION TO ACTIVE SHOOTER DRILLS

WHEREAS, we live in a country where children and 
their families, educators, administrators, law enforcement, 
medical professionals and other Americans live in fear of 
the next school shooting; and

WHEREAS, this fear has caused districts to implement 
a variety of safety measures, one of which is the active 
shooter drill; and

WHEREAS, these active shooter drills employ 

simulations that may include, but are not limited to, 
enactments of any kind, the firing of blank ammunition, 
use of fake blood, and simulated death—actions 
unconscionable to place on the shoulders of our children 
and school employees; and

WHEREAS, whether announced or unannounced, these 
simulated shootings can be traumatizing, and anecdotal 
data shows they can have long-lasting effects on those who 
endure them; and

WHEREAS, there is no evidence to support the idea that 
active shooter drills will save lives; and

WHEREAS, none of these simulations are necessary to 
training students in safety and evacuation; and

WHEREAS, school should be a safe haven that nurtures 
its students and staff; these drills display the opposite:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 
Teachers will oppose the practice of any form of active 
shooter drill that utilizes the firing of blank ammunition, 
use of fake blood, the simulation of death or any other 
potentially traumatizing actions.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS

DEMAND THAT THE U.S. SUPREME COURT ORDER 
UPHOLDING DACA BE IMPLEMENTED AND CONDEMN 
DONALD TRUMP’S AUTHORITARIANISM

WHEREAS, President Donald Trump, Attorney General 
William Barr, and the Department of Homeland Security 
are in open contempt of the U.S. Supreme Court and in 
defiance of the mass anti-racist movement that has spread 
across the nation; and

WHEREAS, on June 20, the Supreme Court overturned 
Trump’s attempt to eliminate Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA), declaring his action as 
“arbitrary and capricious,” and therefore lacking any legal 
status. The Supreme Court decision compelled the Trump 
administration to restore DACA to its pre-repeal status; and 

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court decision is a victory 
for the movement that started in Minneapolis fighting for 
justice for George Floyd and all victims of racist police 
brutality, as well as a long-fought victory for the immigrant 
rights movement in which millions of undocumented 
American immigrants and their supporters took over the 
streets of cities across the nation. It was a victory for the 
American Federation of Teachers, which, in our support 
for DACA, stated “the young people covered by DACA 
are woven into our communities—learning in, working 
in, defending and contributing to the country that is their 
home”; and

WHEREAS, Trump and Homeland Security have now 
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declared that the Trump administration will not accept 
new DACA applications and will only grant one-year 
extensions to current beneficiaries “on a case-by-case 
basis.” This will make it easier for Trump to deport DACA 
beneficiaries if he maintains power, since their status will 
expire sooner; and 

WHEREAS, Trump’s policy is nothing less than brazen 
defiance of the Supreme Court’s ruling, which protected 
the rights of 700,000 immigrants, including AFT members, 
to live and work in the United States legally. By spurning 
this decision, Trump is openly establishing himself as a 
despot, ready to reject all democratic norms in pursuit of 
mobilizing his racist right-wing base, and consolidating 
a regime of tyranny that rejects all the historic rights and 
protections of the American people, including the right to 
elect its leaders:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of 

Teachers demands the full restoration of DACA now 
in accordance with the Supreme Court’s ruling and 
demands of the immigrant rights, civil rights and labor 
movement; and 

RESOLVED, that the AFT defends American 
democracy and condemns Donald Trump’s 
authoritarian contempt for the Supreme Court’s ruling 
that reinstated DACA.
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EDUCATIONAL ISSUES

3. Required Equity, Diversity, Inclusion Training 
[tabled by council]

4. Support Students with Disabilities 
and Special Educators 
[amended and adopted by council]  |  97

5. Timeline and Services IDEA Waiver 
[council voted to not adopt]

6. Black Lives Matter at School Week—Feb. 1-5, 2021 
[adopted by council]  |  97

7. In Support of LGBTQ Youth and Educators 
[adopted by council]  |  98

HEALTHCARE ACCESS/QUALITY AND RNs/
HEALTHCARE WORKERS

10. In Support of Single-Payer Healthcare 
[council voted to preclude by adoption of res. 8]

11. Free COVID-19 Testing and PPE Should Be Available 
for All School Employees and Students 
Before Reopening the Schools 
[amended and adopted by council]  |  99

12. Response to the Coronavirus Crisis 
[amended and adopted by council]  |  100

HIGHER EDUCATION

15. AFT Policy Toward Dual Credit 
[referred to the Teachers and Higher Education PPCs]

16. Broad Center at Yale 
[referred to the AFT officers]

HUMAN RIGHTS, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS

17. Endorsement of the CROWN Act That Bans 
Racial Discrimination Based on Hairstyles 
[adopted by council]  |  100

18. Free All Immigrant Detainees, Stop the Mass 
Outbreak and Spread of COVID-19 in Detention 
Centers, Shut Down the Concentration Camps 
and Stop ICE Raids Now 
[council voted to not adopt]

19. Making ‘Black Lives Matter’ in our Schools 
[substitute resolution adopted by council]  |  101

20. Armenian Genocide 
[adopted by council]  |  102

23. Revisit AFL-CIO’s Commitment to Racial Justice 
[council voted to not adopt]

24. Against the Use of Excessive Force and Brutality by 
Law Enforcement Officers 
[adopted by council]  |  102

LABOR AND THE ECONOMY/RETIREMENT

27. Solidarity with Grocery and Retail Workers 
[amended and adopted by council]  |  103

28. Expanding Renters’ Protections 
[council voted to not adopt]

ORGANIZING AND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

30. Bargaining for Disability Accommodation 
and Access 
[adopted by council]  |  103

32. Promoting Protections for International Workers 
[adopted by council]  |  103

Resolutions Referred to the Executive Council
The following resolutions were referred to the AFT executive council at the conclusion of the 2020 convention. 
The resolutions are listed in alphabetical order by committee. Actions taken by the council are listed after 
each resolution. Full text of adopted resolutions can be found in the pages following this index.
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33. Support the Voluntary 
‘Pledge Your Stimulus Check!’ Campaign 
[tabled by council]

POLITICAL ACTION/LEGISLATION

36. Endorse the Green New Deal 
[council voted to preclude by adoption of res. 35]

37. Military Spending 
[amended and adopted by council]  |  103

38. Endorse a Strong Green New Deal 
[council voted to preclude by adoption of res. 35]

39. Endorse a Strong Green New Deal 
[council voted to preclude by adoption of res. 35]

40. Endorse the Oregon and 
the National Green New Deals 
[council voted to preclude by adoption of res. 35]

41. Swords to Ploughshares 
[council voted to preclude by adoption of res. 37]

PUBLIC SERVICES

44. Reform Jails Countrywide 
[adopted by council]  |  104

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES SUPPORT STAFF 
ISSUES

47. Support for Recognizing Inspirational 
School Employees Award 
[adopted by council]  |  104
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EDUCATIONAL ISSUES

4. SUPPORT STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
AND SPECIAL EDUCATORS

WHEREAS, nationwide, local educational agencies 
are required by federal law, through the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), to provide appropriate 
and comprehensive educational programs for students with 
disabilities; and

WHEREAS, federal funding for support services for these 
students continuously falls short of the ever increasing cost 
of special education services; and

WHEREAS, Congress has set a goal of 40 percent for the 
federal share costs of special education services, but, in 
reality, is much less, such as in California, where the funding 
is closer to 10 percent each year; and

WHEREAS, states’ and local school districts’ impacted 
budgets are forced to pick up the much larger differential for 
special education costs, forcing special educators to do more 
with less each year; and

WHEREAS, Congress has failed to show any change in 
budgetary practices for funding IDEA; and

WHEREAS, the student equity, access and academic 
achievement gap is most pronounced for students with 
disabilities; and

WHEREAS, districts have been forced to increase the 
number of students with disabilities to be served in general 
educational programs ignoring the continuum of learning 
for said students, with disregard to any additional funding 
for professional development of all educators and increased 
staffing of paraprofessionals; and

WHEREAS, skillful teaching in inclusive classrooms 
improves outcomes for all students, including students with 
disabilities; and 

WHEREAS, many educators are not fully prepared via 
appropriate credentials in order to adapt curriculum to meet 
the changing needs of students with disabilities; and

WHEREAS, shortages in special educators make 
providing services more costly, less effective and difficult to 
schedule; and 

WHEREAS, one of the most frequent issues that is raised 
by the California Federation of Teachers’ rank-and-file 
membership is centered around providing a continuum of 

services for students with disabilities; and
WHEREAS, as the rank-and-file members are the 

practitioners and the leaders of our profession, so too should 
our union become a leader in both shedding light on the 
shortcomings of our system and providing professional 
development for the membership:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
will research the noncompliance of IDEA and the impact 
made regarding noncompliance on students with 
disabilities; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will consider holding 
regional special education summits, potentially using 
the California Federation of Teachers’ Special Education 
Summit structure; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will establish a national 
summit and/or a TEACH (Together Educating America’s 
Children) session dedicated to special education best 
practices, possibly via AFT’s region divisional structure; 
and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will establish links on its 
website to collect, vet and archive documents regarding 
special education best practices.

6. BLACK LIVES MATTER AT SCHOOL WEEK— 
FEB. 1-5, 2021

WHEREAS, the closing of public schools in cities across 
the U.S., as well as turnarounds, and other school actions, 
have negatively and disproportionately impacted Black and 
brown communities; and

WHEREAS, according to The Atlantic (Sept. 9, 2019), “The 
black population of both New York and Los Angeles [as well 
as Chicago] peaked in the early 2000s and has since been in 
steady, and perhaps accelerating, decline,” as housing and 
living costs increase; and

WHEREAS, many of the American Federation of Teachers’ 
largest locals serve students of color predominantly: 
Chicago, 88.5 percent, New York, 84.9 percent, Los Angeles, 
88.5 percent, Philadelphia, 86 percent, and Detroit, 97.3 
percent; and

WHEREAS, since 2001 (when Black teachers made up 40 
percent of Chicago Public Schools teachers), the number 
of Black teachers in Chicago has dropped by 5,500, and 

Resolutions Referred to the Executive Council
The referred resolutions listed here were adopted by the AFT executive council at its Feb. 3, 2021, meeting. 
Items are presented in alphabetical order by committee.
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nationally, the percentage of Black teachers has dropped 
from 8.1 percent in 1971 to 6.7 percent today, even though 
the percentage of the Black population as a whole has risen 
to 13 percent; and

WHEREAS, states, including Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Michigan, Mississippi, New 
Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
and Washington have passed laws requiring Black history to 
be taught in public schools; and

WHEREAS, AFT Local 1, Chicago Teachers Union, 
supported the development and implementation of the 
“Reparations Won” curriculum, which was a part of the 
nationally historic and precedent-setting reparations 
package, whose requirements included that the history and 
fight for justice of the John Burge police torture survivors 
be taught to all eighth- and 10th-grade students in Chicago 
Public Schools; and

WHEREAS, the implementation of ethnic studies and 
culturally sustaining curricula is of critical importance 
to supporting the learning needs of all students, but 
particularly Black and brown students who make up the vast 
majority of many major school systems; and

WHEREAS, according to Statista, in 2019, 1,004 people 
were shot and killed by police, and “the rate of fatal police 
shootings among Black Americans was much higher than 
that for any other ethnicity, standing at 30 fatal shootings per 
million” (compared to 12 per million for whites); and

WHEREAS, according to Cleveland State University social 
work professor Christopher Mallett, school policing is “still 
very disproportionately harming students of color, students 
with learning disabilities, and the students who identify as 
LGBTQ”; and

WHEREAS, discipline, criminalization and over-policing 
of Black and brown students have proven to be ineffective 
in the improvement of outcomes, damaging on their health 
and well-being, and restorative practices are proven to be a 
powerful tool in the reduction of disproportionate discipline 
and improved school climate; and

WHEREAS, AFT locals, including the Chicago Teachers 
Union and United Teachers Los Angeles, have fought for and 
won increased staffing of social workers and nurses and the 
protection of counselor time to do counseling work, and will 
continue to fight until school districts hire, staff, and retain 
clinicians and counselors in schools at levels recommended 
by their respective national professional organizations in 
order to support and address students’ social, emotional and 
other needs:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
will endorse participation in Black Lives Matter at School 
Week to begin during Black History Month the week of 
Feb. 1-5, 2021, and in subsequent years; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will host events during or 
around this week and engage in advocacy on an ongoing 
basis aligned to the national demands for hiring more 

Black teachers and ending the pushout of Black teachers 
in our schools, proper implementation of restorative 
practices in schools and ending zero tolerance discipline, 
teaching students Black history and other ethnic studies 
curricula, and funding more counselors in schools as 
opposed to police officers; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will encourage its members 
to wear Black Lives Matter at School shirts to school that 
week and teach lessons about related topics.

7. IN SUPPORT OF LGBTQ YOUTH 
AND EDUCATORS

WHEREAS, on June 15, 2020, in a landmark decision for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer/questioning 
(LGBTQ) persons, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
employment discrimination based on a person’s sexual 
orientation or gender identity violates Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and thus is illegal; and

WHEREAS, in October 2019, the American Federation 
of Teachers; the National Education Association; the 
National School Boards Association; and AASA, the School 
Superintendents Association, filed a joint amicus brief in 
support of the gay and transgender employees; and

WHEREAS, President Donald Trump’s Department 
of Justice supported employment discrimination against 
LGBTQ people when it filed an amicus brief in support of the 
three employers who fired the three employees because of 
their sexual orientation or gender identity; and

WHEREAS, AFT President Randi Weingarten released a 
statement that asks, “In the face of an administration that 
has relentlessly sowed hate, fear and division, America finds 
itself at a crossroads. Will we succumb to bigotry and cruelty, 
or will we choose to value diversity, tolerance, human 
dignity and equal rights?”; and

WHEREAS, the court’s ruling that Title VII protections 
include a person’s sexual orientation and gender identity 
strengthens existing federal protections for LGBTQ people 
and ends legalized employment discrimination; and

WHEREAS, the failure of 28 U.S. states to enact statewide 
anti-discrimination employment laws that cover “sexual 
orientation” and “gender identity” is now moot; the bullying, 
harassment and violence against LGBTQ people is not; and

WHEREAS, eight U.S. states continue to have laws that 
restrict how teachers can talk about LGBTQ issues in the 
classroom, including prohibiting portraying homosexuality 
as a “positive alternative lifestyle” and forcing teachers to 
teach “homosexuality is not a lifestyle acceptable to the 
general public”; and

WHEREAS, LGBTQ youth are four times more likely 
to attempt suicide1 than their heterosexual peers; are 

1  Kann, Laura, Tim McManus, et al., “Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance—United States, 
2017.” MMWR Surveillance Summaries, vol. 68, no. 8, June 15, 2018, pp. 24–25.
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more likely to be kicked out of their homes; and LGBTQ 
youth report2 high levels of harassment (verbal—70 
percent, shoving—29 percent and assaults—12 percent), 
feel unsafe—60 percent; avoiding school functions—75 
percent; avoiding gender-segregated spaces such as locker 
rooms—43 percent, and bathrooms—40 percent; and 
hearing homophobic or transphobic remarks (“faggot,” 
“dyke,” “tranny,” “he/she”—88-95 percent); and

WHEREAS, research shows that (1) employing LGBTQ 
educators, (2) the existence of Gender-Sexuality Alliances 
(GSAs, aka Gay-Straight Alliances) in schools, and (3) anti-
discrimination policies and laws significantly reduce the 
negative experiences of LGBTQ youth; and

WHEREAS, schools that have GSAs, including the 
pioneering GSA at Brashear High School in Pittsburgh, 
completely change the climate of schools making them safe 
spaces for LGBTQ students:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
will provide support and resources to the leadership 
of AFT locals to engage local school district officials in 
the urgent need to recruit, retain and respect LGBTQ 
educators; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will work with its locals 
to provide support and resources to work with school 
district human resources departments on appropriate 
plans to recruit, retain and respect LGBTQ educators; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will encourage school 
districts to support expansion and increased visibility of 
the schools’ GSAs; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT is committed to ensuring that 
the nation’s LGBTQ youth are valued; have a place in our 
classrooms; and deserve the opportunity of a diverse, full 
and safe education.

2  Kosciw, J.G., Greytak, E.A., Zongrone, A.D., Clark, C.M., & Truong, N.L. (2018). “The 2017 
National School Climate Survey: The Experiences of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
and Queer Youth in Our Nation’s Schools.” New York: GLSEN.

HEALTHCARE ACCESS/QUALITY AND RNs/
HEALTHCARE WORKERS

11. FREE COVID-19 TESTING AND PPE SHOULD 
BE AVAILABLE FOR ALL SCHOOL EMPLOYEES 
AND STUDENTS BEFORE REOPENING THE 
SCHOOLS

WHEREAS, universal testing for COVID-19 is 
fundamental to learning the real number of people infected 
by the disease, and therefore how to escalate the struggle 
to defeat it. Most importantly, universally available testing 
ensures that those who are infected, especially those who 
are asymptomatic, can be identified, isolate, and have 
their contacts traced and tested. Every major public health 
organization, beginning with the World Health Organization 
emphasizes the vital importance of mass testing. The 
American Federation of Teachers also released a “Plan 
to Safely Reopen Schools,” which includes the need for 
increased COVID-19 testing; and

WHEREAS, despite acknowledging the need to massively 
increase COVID-19 testing by politicians at every level, 
test availability remains pitifully low. California is ranked 
among the bottom half of the country in per capita testing 
for COVID-19 (California ranks 26th), according to data 
compiled by the COVID Tracking Project and the most 
recent U.S. Census Bureau numbers (Dylan Scott for Vox, 
May 11, 2020). In countless cities and states, getting tested 
for COVID-19 remains a major challenge, even for frontline 
workers; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has a particularly long incubation 
period before signs and symptoms of the illness manifest 
(ranging from five-24 days). Without the availability 
of universal testing for people who are asymptomatic, 
countless people can inadvertently spread the illness to 
others. Added to the already serious and tragically fatal 
effects of COVID-19 that have been documented, scientists 
and physicians acknowledge that there is still a great deal 
they do not know about the virus, adding to the danger of 
the pandemic; and

WHEREAS, schools are obvious places where massive 
community spread of illness takes place. Premature 
reopening of schools will lead to another wave of the 
pandemic. This is an unacceptable risk to the lives and safety 
of our members, students and families; and

WHEREAS, as educators in our community’s public 
schools, when we fight for the health and safety of our 
members, we are also fighting for the health and safety of 
our students and their families. We have shown time and 
again the power that we have when we unite and fight. 
We have that power right now to fight for the necessary 
health policies to be implemented from our local, state and 
national governments:
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RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
will call for freely available COVID-19 testing for all 
school employees and students, and for school districts 
to provide universal access to proper personal protective 
equipment (PPE). We believe these measures must be in 
place before schools should reopen; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will call on governors to make 
free COVID-19 testing universally available to all school 
employees and students before giving the green light to 
open each state’s public schools.

12. RESPONSE TO THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

WHEREAS, the coronavirus has taken a huge human toll, 
with, as of June 22, 2020, more than 2,298,696 cases in the 
United States, and 120,225 deaths; and

WHEREAS, the coronavirus crisis has revealed a 
number of shortcomings in our society that were already 
present, such as unorganized workplaces, lack of universal 
high-quality healthcare, lack of affordable housing, and 
concentrated poverty; and

WHEREAS, the coronavirus crisis has underscored 
problems in our schools that were already present, such 
as unsanitary conditions in our buildings and chronic 
understaffing, including among special education personnel 
and nurses; and

WHEREAS, the coronavirus has hit many communities 
in the United States hard, but especially low-income 
communities of color, which are most at risk from the virus; 
and

WHEREAS, the economic impact of the coronavirus crisis 
is likely to hurt the budgets of social services, schools and 
our pension system; and

WHEREAS, everyone deserves the right to not only 
recover from the COVID-19 crisis but to thrive once the 
coronavirus subsides:

RESOLVED, that as a response to this crisis the 
American Federation of Teachers will advocate for 
policies that will protect our members and our students, 
such as safe working conditions; the right to housing; 
the right to water and power; high-quality universal 
healthcare coverage; and protections for documented 
and undocumented immigrants, seniors, people with 
disabilities and people who are incarcerated; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will continue to advocate 
for the high-quality schools that our children deserve—
operated in a safe way for students and their families and 
for our members; and 

RESOLVED, that the AFT will demand that those 
wealthiest people who are most able to afford it share the 
burden in the form of fair taxation so that we can all take 
part in a just recovery.

HUMAN RIGHTS, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, 
AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS

17. ENDORSEMENT OF THE CROWN ACT 
THAT BANS RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
BASED ON HAIRSTYLES

WHEREAS, as passed in 2019, the mission of the 
California Federation of Teachers states that we will 
represent our members’ interests and the interests of the 
communities they serve through collective bargaining, 
legislative advocacy, political action and organizing; and

WHEREAS, dress codes that target and limit self-
expression, such as hair and clothing, are all forms of 
micro-aggression aimed primarily at communities of color, 
specifically the Black community; and

WHEREAS, structural discrimination, systemic racism 
and implicit bias in this country have resulted in public 
policy, laws, legal rulings, organizational policies and 
regulations that discriminate against and cause tangible 
harm and target underserved communities, especially 
communities of color, in favor of white norms; and

WHEREAS, in 2013, Vanessa Van Dyke, a 12-year-old 
African American student at Faith Christian Academy in 
Orlando, Fla., complained to school administrators that 
several of her classmates were bullying her for having an 
Afro. In response to her complaint, school administrators 
urged her to cut or chemically straighten her hair, and when 
she refused to do so, she was threatened with expulsion and 
told her natural hair violated the school’s dress code; and

WHEREAS, in 2013, 7-year-old African American student 
Tiana Parker at Deborah Brown Community School in Tulsa, 
Okla., was sent home from school for having dreadlocks; and

WHEREAS, in 2017, twin sisters Maya and Deanna Cook 
who were sophomores at Mystic Valley Regional Charter 
School in Malden, Mass., were banned from attending the 
prom and from competing for their school’s sports teams for 
refusing to remove the braids in their hair; and

WHEREAS, in 2018, 6-year-old African American student 
Clinton Stanley Jr. at A Book’s Christian Academy in Apopka, 
Fla., was forced to disenroll from the school, after school 
officials told his father, Clinton Stanley Sr., he’d need to cut 
his son’s hair before he’d be allowed to attend classes; and

WHEREAS, in 2018, a 14-year-old Black honors student 
in the Fresno (Calif.) Unified School District was placed in a 
room isolated from classmates due to his hairstyle; and

WHEREAS, in 2019, high school wrestler Andrew Johnson 
was forced to either cut his dreadlocks or forfeit the match; 
and

WHEREAS, in 2019, student DeAndre Arnold from 
Barbers Hill High School, in Mont Belvieu, Texas, was faced 
with in-school suspension, a policy that bars him from the 
classroom, for failing to cut his long dreadlocks. Officials 
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also told Arnold and his parents that he may be forbidden to 
attend graduation in three months unless he cuts his hair; 
and

WHEREAS, California state Sen. Holly Mitchell 
introduced Senate Bill 188 that would ban discrimination 
based on hairstyles in the Fair Employment and Housing 
Act and California State Education Code. S.B. 188 bans racial 
discrimination by employers and public schools based on 
hair texture and protective hairstyles, which includes but 
is not limited to hairstyles such as braids, locks, Afros and 
twists. S.B. 188 has been referred to as the CROWN (Creating 
a Respectful and Open World for Natural hair) Act; and

WHEREAS, on July 3, 2019, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed 
the CROWN Act into law in California becoming the first 
state to protect citizens from discrimination based on 
hairstyle by employers and public schools; and

WHEREAS, the new law, which took effect Jan.1, 2020, 
and prohibits the enforcement of grooming policies that 
disproportionately affect people of color, particularly Black 
people; and

WHEREAS, this includes bans on certain styles, such 
as Afros, braids, twists, cornrows and dreadlocks—or 
locks for short:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
strongly supports the CROWN Act at the state and 
national levels; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT calls on school districts not 
to discriminate against students based on self-expression 
based on their appearance, which includes hair, hair 
coverings, clothing, etc.; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will work with community 
partners to support state AFT affiliates to pass the 
CROWN Act in their states, and to introduce and pass the 
CROWN Act in Congress.

19. MAKING ‘BLACK LIVES MATTER’ 
IN OUR SCHOOLS

WHEREAS, the United States has come to a historic 
moment of reckoning with the systemic racism that has 
long plagued it, dating back to the enslavement of Africans 
forcibly brought to our shores in 1619, as a result of the 
murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Rayshard Brooks 
and so many others, and the powerful protest movement 
that has taken shape in their wake; and

WHEREAS, as educators, it is our particular responsibility 
to make schools into welcoming and nurturing 
environments for our students by eliminating from them all 
forms of racism that harm the well-being and damage the 
educational development of Black students; and

WHEREAS, to this end, it is essential to reform the 
school disciplinary codes, regulations and practices that 
negatively and disproportionately impact Black students, 

contributing to a school-to-prison pipeline in which youth 
are criminalized; and

WHEREAS, to this end, it is essential to develop inclusive 
curriculum and employ culturally responsive pedagogy 
that reflects the full diversity of our students, especially the 
historical experience and heritage cultures of Black students; 
and

WHEREAS, to this end, it is essential to transform the 
American teaching force to better reflect the racial and 
ethnic diversity of our students, so that Black students have 
the same opportunities to be taught by teachers who can 
serve as inspirational role models as white students have; 
and

WHEREAS, the murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor 
and Rayshard Brooks have focused national attention on 
pervasive police violence against Black people, and on the 
militarization of policing which too often makes police into 
an occupying force in the communities they should protect 
and serve; and

WHEREAS, while education, healthcare and other 
vital social services have borne the brunt of government 
policies of austerity and inadequate funding for the last half 
century, police and law enforcement budgets were often 
held harmless and even increased: Policing now consumes 
far too much of discretionary funds of state and local 
governments; and

WHEREAS, to the extent that school discipline and safety 
has been under the control and direction of police, it has 
detrimentally impacted students of color:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
affirms its historic commitment to ending systemic 
racism in American society, and to removing all 
manifestations of that racism from America’s schools; 
and

RESOLVED, that to achieve these goals, the AFT will 
work with organizations committed to ending systemic 
racism in American society, such as Black Lives Matter, 
Color of Change, and the NAACP, and with organizations 
committed to ending racism in schools, such as the 
Alliance to Reclaim Our Schools; Black Lives Matter at 
School; Facing History, Facing Ourselves; and Teaching 
Tolerance; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT calls for an end to “zero 
tolerance” and other disciplinary policies that contribute 
to the school-to-prison pipeline and the criminalization 
of Black youth; and

RESOLVED that the AFT supports the separation of 
the necessary function of school safety from policing 
and police forces: school security personnel should be 
trained as peace officers and integrated within the school 
community, with a focus on nonviolent resolution of 
conflicts with a minimal use of force; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT affirms its support for the 
development of inclusive curriculum and culturally 
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responsive pedagogy that reflects the diversity of our 
students, especially the historical experience and 
heritage cultures of Black students; and 

RESOLVED, that the AFT affirms its support for the 
diversification of the teaching force and for initiatives 
designed to recruit, prepare and retain Black teachers 
and other teachers of color, such as career ladders, 
teacher education programs in HBCU institutions and 
public colleges and teacher residency programs; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT affirms its support for 
community schools that provide a full array of guidance, 
health and social services to promote the well-being of 
students; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT supports a reordering of 
the budgets of state and local governments to provide 
essential resources to education, healthcare and other 
social services.

20. ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

WHEREAS, 1.5 million people were massacred by the 
Turkish government beginning in 1915; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Congress formally passed resolutions 
recognizing the Armenian Genocide in 2019; and

WHEREAS, Turkey has continually denied the genocide:
RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 

will formally recognize the Armenian Genocide; and
RESOLVED, that the AFT will call on the president of 

the United States to formally recognize the Armenian 
Genocide; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will publish an article 
educating our members on the Armenian Genocide, 
including classroom resources.

24. AGAINST THE USE OF EXCESSIVE FORCE AND 
BRUTALITY BY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

WHEREAS, researchers have widely documented 
minority children of color, explicitly Black children have 
less funding, fewer educational resources, fewer certified 
teachers, fewer opportunities, yet receive harsher discipline; 
and

WHEREAS, the use of excessive force by law enforcement, 
explicitly in matters involving Black people, has created an 
environment of heightened sensitivity, anxiety, distrust, 
and suspicion between law enforcement officials and the 
communities they are sworn to protect and serve; and

WHEREAS, police brutality and the use of unnecessary, 
excessive and military force are ongoing human rights and 
civil liberties violations in the United States and have led 
to community destabilization, a decrease in public safety, 
exacerbation of structural inequalities and the current 

worldwide unrest and protests covering the United States, 
Ireland, England, France, Canada, Italy, Germany and Syria.

WHEREAS, over 117 years ago, in 1903, W.E.B. Du Bois 
wrote that the “problem of the 20th century is the problem 
of the color line. As we near the third decade of the 21st 
century, the color line continues to divide America and 
define how law enforcement is practiced in our country in 
ways that are psychologically damaging and, far too often, 
deadly for people of color”; and

WHEREAS, the recent unjust and inhumane killings of 
Ahmaud Arbery in Glynn County, Ga.; Breonna Taylor in 
Louisville, Ky.; and George Floyd in Minneapolis, are forever 
seared in our minds as symbols of injustice and painful 
reminders that Black lives seem to not matter in the land of 
“the free and the home of the brave”; and

WHEREAS, many cities in the United States—including 
Detroit—and across the world have held a series of protest 
demonstrations demanding that officers and white 
supremacist vigilantes involved in these killings be brought 
to justice. At many of these demonstrations, police have tear-
gassed, beaten and arrested protesters:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
calls for the police officers who murdered George Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor, and all other victims of racist police 
violence to be arrested, charged, convicted and jailed for 
their crimes; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will call for any charges 
against protesters who participated in demonstrations 
against police brutality to be dropped or withdrawn; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will support the ongoing 
marches, rallies, and demonstrations against police 
brutality and will encourage members to attend. 
The AFT further encourages all participants in these 
demonstrations to reduce the spread of COVID-19 by 
always wearing a mask in public and especially at these 
demonstrations; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will call for the following 
action plan to restore respect, trust and civility in the men 
and women serving in law enforcement working in our 
schools and communities:
• Recommend that schools and communities 

investigate the practicality of having security, 
resource and/or police officers working in schools 
wear body cameras;

• Requiring regular and continuous cultural 
sensitivity, emotional intelligence, mental illness, 
and de-escalation and unconscious bias training 
for all security, resource and/or law enforcement 
officers;

• Requiring psychological evaluation of police officers 
before hiring and ongoing thereafter;

• Review the use of force policy and a review of its 
alignment to best practices;
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• Requiring the collection of statistics on excessive 
use of force complaints for review by a citizen review 
board;

• Evaluations and ratings made public for all resource 
and/or police officers; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will promote the use and 
adherence to this plan henceforward; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will post this resolution on 
the union website and email it to members.

LABOR AND THE ECONOMY/RETIREMENT

27. SOLIDARITY WITH GROCERY AND 
RETAIL WORKERS

WHEREAS, the American Federation of Teachers believes 
in union labor; and

WHEREAS, retail workers across the country have put 
their lives on the line throughout the COVID-19 pandemic to 
ensure access to needed food and supplies and to keep our 
economy alive:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
stands with our broader union family across the 
country against the use of automation to decrease job 
opportunities; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT is opposed to self checkouts 
at retail stores that decrease job opportunities; and

RESOLVED, that it is incumbent upon those industries 
to retrain employees for sustainable jobs; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will convey our gratitude for 
their sacrifices and our solidarity with their cause to the 
unions that are losing job opportunities because of these 
business practices.

ORGANIZING AND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

30. BARGAINING FOR DISABILITY 
ACCOMMODATION AND ACCESS

WHEREAS, individuals with physical or psychological 
disabilities or those with chronic health issues or those with 
qualifying health issues face unique challenges in accessing 
and working in the professional environment; and

WHEREAS, individuals’ requests for basic accessibility 
and accommodations are both necessary and protected by 
the Americans with Disabilities Act; and

WHEREAS, the need for accommodations come at 
the recommendation of medical and psychological care 
professionals; and

WHEREAS, implementations and accommodations 
do not always meet the standards of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act or adequately address the needs of those 

individuals; and
WHEREAS, our workplaces should strive for universal 

access and reasonable accommodations:
RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 

will support locals in their advocacy and bargaining for 
accessibility and accommodation rights, protections, and 
the development of inclusive policy; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will support locals in taking 
steps (such as focus groups and online surveys) to 
identify needs for, usage of, and gaps in accessibility and 
accommodations to advise bargaining on these issues; 
and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will endeavor to combat the 
marginalization of the disabled community by supporting 
the visibility and voices of the disabled community; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will include disability access 
and accommodation support as a stable necessity for 
member unions across the country.

32. PROMOTING PROTECTIONS FOR 
INTERNATIONAL WORKERS

WHEREAS, international workers make up a significant 
percentage of the workforce in many states; and

WHEREAS, the material conditions and lived experiences 
of international workers are substantially different from 
domestic workers, including visa and work restrictions, fear 
of reprisal, and discrimination; and

WHEREAS, international workers require and deserve 
protection and support from their organizations and the 
state regardless of documentation status:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
will acknowledge, promote and build awareness of the 
multiple struggles international workers face in their 
work environments; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will promote bargaining 
platforms and make available resources, including 
providing optional training that addresses international 
workers’ concerns and challenges separately, and will 
protect them.

POLITICAL ACTION/LEGISLATION

37. MILITARY SPENDING

WHEREAS, 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the U.S. 
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the 10th 
United Nations Review Conference for the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT); and

WHEREAS, the United States has still not ratified the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons; and

WHEREAS, U.S. federal expenditures on nuclear weapons 
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and associated costs in fiscal year 2018 were $21.8 billion, 
which, redirected into other spending, could have paid for 
54,000 elementary school teachers for the year, 500,000 Head 
Start slots, 120,000 four-year university scholarships, 175,000 
four-year Pell Grant awards, and 80,000 infrastructure jobs 
for the year;3 and

WHEREAS, U.S. military allocations in 2019 ($717 billion) 
were 20 percent larger than the combined spending of the 
next nine countries (seven of which are U.S. allies);4 and

WHEREAS, our national security would be better 
protected if there were universal healthcare for our people, 
high-quality education and training, affordable housing, 
environmental justice, and adequate nutrition for all, and 
full global nuclear disarmament, rather than continuing 
these bloated military programs; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors has called for 
cuts in the federal military budget and the redirection of 
funds to urgent human needs, and called upon their city 
councils or equivalent local governments to hold hearings 
and join in this call:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
will call on the United States to ratify the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and contribute 
constructively to the eradication of all nuclear weapons 
from the planet; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT reiterates its past demand 
for significant cuts in the military budget, coupled with a 
program of just transition to productive civilian economic 
activity for workers and communities now dependent 
upon military production; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT urges its members to question 
all candidates and elected officials to press them to 
endorse and work in support of these policies, and where 
appropriate to hold hearings in their local communities 
to assess the local impact of excessive federal military 
spending in support of moving the money; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will convey this resolution to 
local, state and federal officials as appropriate.

PUBLIC SERVICES

44. REFORM JAILS COUNTRYWIDE

WHEREAS, the United States has the largest prison 
population in the world; and

WHEREAS, many prisoners are held for nonviolent 
crimes and minor drug offenses; and

WHEREAS, corporations profit off the imprisonment of 
people and are, therefore, driven to increase incarceration 
rates:

1  https://www.nationalpriorities.org/interactive-data/trade-offs/?state=00&program=15
2  https://www.army-technology.com/features/biggest-miIitary-budgets-world/

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
will support a nationwide effort to decrease the prison 
population by supporting legislation in Congress that 
would provide alternatives to incarceration. Instead of 
building more jails, invest in youth programs, quality 
public education, and affordable housing to keep people 
out of jail. This legislation would also reduce recidivism, 
prevent crime, and permanently reduce the population 
of people cycling into and out of jail who are experiencing 
mental health, drug dependency or chronic homelessness 
issues.

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES SUPPORT STAFF ISSUES

47. SUPPORT FOR RECOGNIZING INSPIRATIONAL 
SCHOOL EMPLOYEES AWARD

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Education has 
developed an award for classified employees—the 
Recognizing Inspirational School Employees (RISE) Award—
to recognize and promote the commitment and excellence 
exhibited by the employees who provide exemplary service 
to students in prekindergarten through high school; and

WHEREAS, the contribution of paraprofessionals and 
school-related personnel (PSRPs) to the school community 
is integral, significant and deserving of recognition; and

WHEREAS, the American Federation of Teachers 
represents more than 370,000 paraprofessionals, bus 
drivers, custodial and maintenance employees, healthcare 
employees, clerical employees, secretarial staff, and other 
support staff (PSRPs) in schools across the nation; and

WHEREAS, the AFT and our local affiliates have 
numerous classified members who provide exemplary 
service to students, their communities and their school 
districts each day all over the country and would be 
deserving of RISE award recognition:

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers 
supports and affirms the RISE award and the recognition 
it brings to the PSRP professions; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will provide guidance and 
support to affiliates that wish to put forth PSRP members 
for consideration of the RISE award; and

RESOLVED, that the AFT will develop a best-practices 
toolkit for affiliates on how to submit their members for 
RISE award consideration.

https://www.nationalpriorities.org/interactive-data/trade-offs/?state=00&program=15
http://www.army-technology.com/features
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... The U.S. National Anthem was sung by 
the PS22 Chorus of Staten Island, N.Y., via video. 

INVOCATION
THE REV. LEAH D. DAUGHTRY

Good morning, AFT. To President Randi Weingarten, 
Executive Vice President Evelyn DeJesus, Secretary-
Treasurer Dr. Lorretta Johnson, the members of the AFT 
executive committee, and all who join us today, I thank you 
for this opportunity to be with you as we kick off the AFT’s 
first virtual convention. 

There is an East African community where they greet each 
other with a question. Simply translated, it is: “And how are 
the children?” 

Not how are you? Or how’s it going? Or how’s business? 
Or how do you like this weather? No, they greet each other 
with the question, “And how are the children?” 

The hoped-for response is “All the children are well.” 
Not my children, but all the children are well. Such is 
their concern and care for the next generation of their 
communities, that they ground themselves and center this 
concern even in the greeting of the day: “And how are the 
children? All the children are well.” 

They understand that unless the children are well, 
the family is not well. Unless the children are well, the 
community is not well. Unless the children are well, the 
nation is not well. 

Let us ask ourselves this question: And how are the 
children? Are the children well? 

Sadly, our answer today must be no, not all the children 
are well. Not all the children are well.

Of course, there are some few who have all the 
protections, all the love, all the supports they need to live 
full, healthy, happy and productive lives. But too many—too 
many others are separated from their dreams and their 
goals, from health and wellness, from love and support 
because of systems that are not designed to address their 
needs; because of infrastructure that is not able to provide 
the proper supports; because of the callousness and 
carelessness of those in power who refuse to see them, who 

refuse to honor them, to respect them, to value them, who 
refuse to see all the children, to honor all the children, to 
value all the children. 

If our families, our communities, our nation is to be 
whole, is to be prosperous, is to live up to the full meaning 
of its creed, then we must turn our attention to the children, 
all the children, all the people in our society who are living 
at the margins, who move among us unseen and unheard, 
those who need our protections most: the weak, the 
invisible, the vulnerable. We must give our attention to the 
children, all of the children regardless of race and gender, 
sexual orientation or identity, regardless of national origin or 
immigration status, regardless of income, regardless of ZIP 
code, regardless of name, lineage or heritage. 

And indeed, this is the path that you have chosen, 
the promise that you made as a union of professionals, 
as teachers and healthcare workers, to care for the most 
vulnerable in our society, to protect them and defend them, 
to honor and respect them, to see them and to hear them, 
to be strength for the weak, a voice for the voiceless, hope 
for the hopeless, a path through the wilderness, and a light 
shining through the darkness. 

It is not, and it will not be an easy task, this path that you 
have chosen, but you already know that. You did not choose 
to be a teacher or a healthcare worker because you thought 
it would be an easy job. No, you chose it because you had a 
calling. You saw a need and you rose to meet the challenge. 

As we gather these next few days, we ask for divine grace 
to help us remember our calling, to remember our vow to 
serve all the children; to serve the least, the last and the lost, 
the left out, the locked out, and the left behind—to be their 
voice, to be their hope, to be their strength, to be their light; 
to fight for them with compassion and with conviction until 
the promise of America becomes the practice of America, 
until all the children are well. Until all the children are well. 
Until all the children are well.

Amen. I say amen.

Tuesday, July 28, 2020
The 86th Constitutional Convention of the American Federation of Teachers was called to order at 11:00 a.m. EDT, 
Tuesday, July 28, 2020, in the Virtual Convention, AFT President Randi Weingarten presiding.

Morning General Session
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WAYNE SPENCE
AFT VICE PRESIDENT
PRESIDENT, PUBLIC EMPLOYEES FEDERATION

VICE PRESIDENT SPENCE: Good morning. My name is 
Wayne Spence, and I’m the president of my local, 4053, the 
New York State Public Employees Federation, which is made 
up of 42,000 members with over 3,000 professional, scientific 
and technical titles in New York state government.

I am honored to be here today to introduce our president, 
Randi Weingarten. Randi has been a tremendous help to 
PEF over the past years, but these last few months have been 
extraordinary. I am especially grateful for her leadership and 
her friendship.

To give you an idea of my background, I’m an immigrant. 
I came to the U.S. from the island of Jamaica when I was 10 
years old. I am a product of the New York City public school 
system and a proud graduate of the Bronx High School 
of Science. I have a degree in electrical engineering, but I 
work in law enforcement. Like some of the members that I 
represent, I am a parole officer and proud of it. What pushed 
me to choose that path was being arrested in 1986 in Davie, 
Fla., on a traffic citation when I went down on spring break 
like so many college students did back then.

I was a junior in college at the time, and that event 
changed my life. I spent two nights in jail for a traffic citation. 
My family had no idea where I was and, in fact, they were 
given false information as to where I was being held. They 
had my family looking in one county when I was being 
held in another county based on information that the 
arresting officer had given my family in order to bail me out. 
When I finally went in front of the judge, he said he didn’t 
understand the reason for my arrest. He said for a traffic 
citation there was no reason for me to be arrested and be 
given a ticket. When he realized what had happened, I’ll 
never forget what he said. “Oh, you were arrested in Davie. 
They don’t like Black people there.” What a shock for me.

That experience made me decide to pursue law 
enforcement to try and make a difference for the better. I 
never wanted to be on the other end of those handcuffs. 
That’s how much that made that night—those last few 
nights—made a difference in my life.

So you can imagine that the murder of George Floyd and 
the protests and everything that has happened lately has 
been intensely emotional for me. On the one hand, I know 
from experience that most police officers are not like the 
ones who took part in that act. Most are good and decent 
men who respect the communities that they are sworn to 
protect and serve. On the other hand, I’ve personally been 
on the receiving end of racist policing, and it was frightening, 
and it changed me forever.

The difference this time is that we are all finally coming to 
accept what Black people have known forever, which is that 
a normal, everyday thing like jogging, driving, bird watching, 

sitting in your apartment, sleeping in your bed, can suddenly 
turn deadly if you happen to be Black.

So yes, I took part in the protest in my neighborhood 
because, even as a law enforcement officer, it’s clear to 
me that we are at a crisis point, and there needs to be very 
serious reform for our policing and criminal justice system. 
There are strong feelings on either issue. Believe me, I’ve 
gotten some very fiery emails lately from PEF members on 
both sides.

This brings me back to Randi Weingarten. Randi and the 
AFT are assisting us in starting these difficult but necessary 
conversations. Her willingness to walk the walk on racism is 
inspiring. I just can’t stop commending the work that AFT 
has done to end the school-to-prison pipeline and to stop 
the criminalization of Black youth. This is how we ensure 
that there will be no more George Floyds.

Lastly, I have to say a few words about the last few 
months. Everything changed in March, and they have been 
filled with so many amazing examples of Randi’s courage 
and stalwart support.

Back in early March, I remember calling her late one 
night about PEF nurses and law enforcement officers who 
were tasked with testing people in New York, the New 
Rochelle area, the first epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in New York state. There was great concern over the lack 
of PPE [personal protective equipment]. Randi quickly 
helped us organize several town hall-style conference calls 
for nurses, other essential workers like mental health and 
social workers, probation and parole officers, and teachers 
that PEF represent in a nontraditional setting whether they 
be mental health facilities, correctional facilities or facilities 
with folks who have emotional disabilities.

I recall telling her about nurses at Stony Brook Hospital 
on Long Island and at SUNY Downstate Medical Center in 
Brooklyn who did not have masks and how they have been 
told to use one N95 mask per week. Unacceptable. I told her 
how some PEF members were working in residential self-
treatment centers and were given instruction how to make a 
mask out of a coffee filter. Unacceptable.

When she heard that, Randi went into action. Thanks 
to her efforts, AFT sourced, purchased, transported and 
donated 40,000 surgical masks to PEF for distribution to our 
frontline workers in the hardest hit areas of New York state, 
which she personally delivered to us in New York City in 
April. And I know she did the same for other locals across the 
country. That kind of dedication to the well-being of working 
people will stay in my heart forever. I am just so grateful to 
her and her efforts.

So without further ado, it’s an honor and a privilege, and 
it gives me great pleasure to introduce to you the president of 
AFT and my good friend, Randi Weingarten. Thank you.
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RANDI WEINGARTEN
AFT PRESIDENT

Welcome, delegates, to this very brave new world of 
unprecedented new normal. I want to say thank you to 
Wayne, and I want to say thank you to all the delegates in 
this new virtual convention we are in.

I also want to thank Evelyn DeJesus, our executive vice 
president, who has never stopped fighting for justice and 
who is a COVID-19 survivor.

As I’m making sure I keep on washing my hands, I want 
to thank the iconic Dr. Lorretta Johnson. I also want to thank 
Leah Daughtry—Rev. Daughtry—for starting us off today. 
These are amazing, amazing people. Leah, Wayne, Evelyn.

But let me talk about Lorretta for a second. Lorretta 
started her career in 1966 as a teacher’s aide in Baltimore. 
Today she’s the secretary-treasurer of the 1.7 million-
member American Federation of Teachers. Through it all, 
Lorretta has fought for racial equity and a better life for our 
members, our community and, of course, as Leah just said 
before, our children. And while we will honor Lorretta on 
her retirement with the Bayard Rustin Award later today, I 
couldn’t speak without thanking my beloved friend, mentor 
and partner, Dr. J.

Since the founding of our union, the only time the 
AFT did not gather in person for a convention was during 
World War II—until now. Today we don’t face a world at 
war, but we do an America in crisis. In fact, three crises: a 
public health crisis, an economic crisis and a long overdue 
reckoning with the crisis of racism. All made worse by the 
current president.

Let’s start with the public health crisis: the coronavirus 
pandemic. The AFT started the alarm about this virus about 
in February. I called on the Trump administration to act 
with greater urgency while there was still time to prevent 
the spread. We asked for a proactive response for the CDC, 
OSHA, HHS and the rest of the federal government to 
coordinate, inform and protect the public. Yes, I did not just 
forget the Department of Education; we knew they would 
never do it.

But a month later when the gravity of the situation was 
clear, President Trump insisted, and I quote, “Pretty soon 
it’s going to be only five people. One day, it’s like a miracle, it 
will disappear.”

President Trump’s response has been chaotic and 
catastrophic. Instead of deploying the public health tools 
at his disposal, he has downplayed the threat, dismissed 
the advice of our nation’s top scientists and public health 
experts, and rushed to reopen.

And now he wants to stop testing and hide data about 
how bad the pandemic is. He tried to smear Dr. Anthony 
Fauci.

Mr. President, attack the virus, not the people fighting the 
virus.

And, by the way, Dr. Fauci will join us in a town hall with 
our members tonight, 6:45 Eastern Standard Time, Facebook 
Live.

What’s the price for President Trump’s failed response? 
The virus is rising in 40 of the 50 states. Depression-
level unemployment, family businesses going under, 
homelessness, hunger and millions losing health insurance. 
As if that wasn’t enough, this president is still trying to 
overturn the Affordable Care Act and strip healthcare 
protections from millions of Americans with pre-existing 
conditions, and that’s in the middle of a pandemic.

As for his claim that pretty soon there just would be five 
cases of coronavirus, more than 150,000 people have died 
from COVID-19 in the United States, which now has more 
coronavirus infections and deaths than any other country.

Make no mistake: In the United States, the war against 
COVID-19 was lost from top down and is still being lost. 
This isn’t for lack of dedicated health professionals, world 
renowned medical institutions or esteemed infectious 
disease scientists, and the AFT is honored to represent more 
than 200,000 of these incredible health professionals. AFT 
members have been on the frontlines protecting, educating, 
feeding and caring for others.

Teachers, paraprofessionals and professors shifted to 
remote instruction in a nanosecond in an incredible display 
of dedication and flexibility across the country.

Take Michele Bushey, who is a high school biology 
teacher in Saranac, N.Y. When she found that her students 
didn’t have internet access, obviously online learning 
didn’t work. So she spent hours each day calling students to 
provide alternative instruction, all the while helping her own 
second-grade daughter learn remotely. Sound familiar? 

Bus drivers and food service workers scrambled to ensure 
families get grab-and-go meals all across the country. Take 
Yolanda Fisher, a school food service manager and member 
of Alliance/AFT in Dallas. She and her colleagues have been 
preparing and distributing up to a thousand meals each day 
because they know without those meals students go hungry. 

Social workers, juvenile justice workers, and workers in 
prisons brave risks because they knew that’s what was called 
for. And again, I want to thank Wayne and all of his members 
for all the work they have done in those congregate care 
facilities throughout New York state. 

Then there were and are the nurses, the EMTs, the 
doctors, the orderlies, the respiratory techs, all putting their 
health and lives at risk, often without adequate personal 
protective equipment. As José DeJesus, a registered nurse 
and member of Health Professionals and Allied Employees 
in New Jersey said, “Caring for patients with COVID-19 is 
exhausting, frustrating and scary, but it is our oath and our 
calling.” 

I’m sure you’ve seen the photos of nurses resorting to 
protecting themselves by wearing trash bags. The calls I’ve 
had with our healthcare members have been agonizing and 
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heartbreaking. So, as Wayne said in his introduction, the 
AFT stepped in and I became a supply clerk. With a handful 
of AFT staff, we scoured the globe—and I mean the globe—
for protective masks, face shields and other PPE. Ultimately, 
we secured more than 50,000 face shields, 500,000 N95 
respirators and more than a million surgical masks to protect 
our frontline members. Then we sent them to our affiliates 
as quickly as possible, to our nurses in Washington state who 
were at the epicenter early in the COVID-19 crisis; to our 
Ohio Nurses Association; to AFT Connecticut; PEF in New 
York; and across the country. 

And now that PPE shortages are flaring up again, we’ll 
source more if we have to. 

I welcome the new-found respect America has for 
the extraordinary work our members do—the billboards 
honoring healthcare workers, and the memes of parents 
realizing teaching is so hard. 

But I mourn those we have lost. More than 200 members 
of our union have lost their lives to COVID-19. Jonathan 
Coelho was a probation officer in Danbury, Conn. The day 
he was intubated, he wrote his wife and their young children 
about how lucky he was to be in their lives. He died the next 
day, 32 years old. 

Gabrielle Gayle was a fourth-grade special ed teacher and 
union delegate in Queens, N.Y. Gabby and her husband were 
expecting their second child when she died. 

Elva Graveline was a certified nurse assistant in 
Connecticut. She worked in the respiratory unit literally on 
the frontlines when COVID-19 hit her community. And in 
working to save the lives of others, she lost her own. I was 
blessed to cry with her family in June. 

We mourn them and we remember them. 
At this time of so much loss, there are others we must 

remember, whose names we must say: Breonna Taylor, 
Ahmaud Arbery, Philando Castile, Eric Garner, George 
Floyd—murdered while sleeping, while jogging, while 
driving, because they were black. We must confront the 
racism that cost them their lives. That is one of our nation’s 
original sins. 

Racial bias is not only evident in one man’s knee on 
another man’s neck. It is built into virtually every system 
in the United States. It’s evident in underfunded schools; 
voter suppression; substandard housing, healthcare and 
transportation; low wages and high unemployment; 
discriminatory policing and mass incarceration; and in 
racial health disparities that existed long before COVID-19 
started taking Black and brown lives at much higher 
rates than for white people; higher infant mortality; more 
premature deaths; more exposure to unsafe water, unhealthy 
air and the environmental conditions that cause asthma. 

Let’s face the truth. Many Black Americans had been 
struggling to breathe long before the murders of Eric Garner 
and George Floyd. 

Donald Trump did not invent racial injustice, but he 

has fanned the flames of prejudice and made the divisions 
in our country much, much worse: the Muslim ban, the 
border wall, calling white supremacists very fine people, and 
blaming Chinese people for COVID-19. 

This is a moment of reckoning that requires all of us to act. 
And act, so many of us have. The diversity of those who have 
protested and taken action gives me hope that America can 
shed the shameful indifference to the value of Black lives. 
And they give us proof that progress is possible. 

From the cities that have banned the use of chokeholds 
by police, to the changes in the use of force guidelines, to the 
adoption of duty-to-intervene rules, we’re seeing some long 
overdue progress in policing. That’s necessary but not nearly 
sufficient. 

We must protect the right that underpins every other, the 
right to vote. We must secure justice for the most vulnerable, 
whether it’s a trans teenager or the countless Native 
American families for whom extreme inequality is part of 
their everyday existence. Children should never be caged. 
Families belong together, and Dreamers’ home is here. 

The AFT is trying to do our part. Our executive council 
passed a resolution in June laying out 19 commitments to 
combat systemic racism and violence against Black people. 
It calls for the separation of school safety from police 
departments and help for school staff to address the needs of 
children who suffer racial trauma. 

We’ll convene a nationwide conversation on how to 
transform school security led by longtime leader from the 
UFT, LeRoy Barr. 

We’re continuing the work of the AFT Latino Task Force, 
and we are creating the AFT Asian and Pacific Islander 
Task Force, and anti-racism training will be part of all AFT 
leadership training. 

In the labor movement, we often talk about turning 
moments into transformative movements. We must 
transform America. As Langston Hughes wrote, “The land 
that has never been yet, and yet must be the land where 
every man is free,” free to walk the streets, free to jog, to drive, 
to learn without fear and with true equality.

The pandemic has exacerbated another pre-existing 
condition in America: extreme income inequality. Even 
before the pandemic hit, 78 percent of Americans were living 
paycheck to paycheck; 40 percent of Americans couldn’t 
cover a $400 emergency; 30 million children relied on school 
meals; 20 percent of the country’s 43 million federal student 
loan borrowers were in default. And then COVID-19 hit. As 
this pandemic batters the United States, we are all in the 
same storm, but we are far from being in the same boat. 

Since COVID-19 erupted, 45 million Americans have 
lost their jobs; 1.5 million more children are going hungry. 
And the billionaires—U.S. billionaires—added $584 
billion to their own wealth. One in five workers is either on 
unemployment or waiting for their claim to be approved; 
and those benefits will run out in two days. 
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State and local budgets are cratering. Almost a million 
people who work in schools and colleges have already lost 
their jobs in this recession, and 1.4 million more educators 
will lose their jobs if the Senate continues to refuse states 
and schools the funds they need for essential services. 

Donald Trump desperately wanted to stake his 
presidency on a strong economy. But history will show that 
this downturn was so much worse than it needed to be and 
that so many more people lost their jobs because Donald 
Trump is so bad at this. 

Americans get this. The majority believe the country is 
on the wrong track and that we must do better. Just like the 
New Deal and the Great Society, we know that bold action 
is needed to achieve the economy and society that we have 
long championed—a society in which people have the 
opportunity to attain a better life, good jobs with a living 
wage and a union, adequate healthcare and housing, child 
care and retirement, a healthy and sustainable environment, 
and justice for all. 

And that starts with education, pre-K through 
postsecondary. And our public schools, which are a 
foundation of our democracy, must be excellent for all, 
equitable for all, and empowering for all. 

But first, they must reopen safely. We know that kids 
need in-person learning and that remote instruction is no 
substitute for it; but it has to be safe. That’s why the AFT has 
been planning for school buildings to reopen since they 
closed. 

Back in April, we issued our plan to safely reopen 
America’s schools and communities. It’s based on science 
and public health protocols, as well as educator, school staff 
and healthcare expertise. Our plan details three conditions 
essential for school buildings to reopen. First, low infection 
rates and adequate testing in any region where in-school 
learning is being considered. To state the obvious, we cannot 
rebuild the economy, including reopening schools, until we 
get the virus under control. 

Second, public health safeguards starting with masks and 
social distancing, cleaning and ventilation, hand-washing, 
and reasonable accommodations for those at risk. 

And third—I can’t believe I have to say this—the 
necessary resources to enact each and every one of these 
safeguards, as well as the supports for meeting kids’ 
academic, social and emotional needs. And because states 
have been so badly hit, federal resources are absolutely 
essential. And parents, students, school staff and their 
unions have to be involved, not sidelined. 

While safety must be the main consideration, there is 
no one size-fits-all approach to school reopening. Public 
schools in Montana have reopened with the necessary 
spacing and other safeguards. But that’s not possible in 
places where COVID-19 is surging. That’s why school 
districts like those in Atlanta, Houston and Los Angeles have 
been forced to make the difficult decision to start schools 

remotely. 
But in Florida, despite the state’s surging COVID-19 

infection rates, the governor is ordering all public schools 
to fully reopen in August. So last week, with our help, the 
Florida Education Association filed a lawsuit against Gov. 
DeSantis. The right wing predictably lashed out at teachers 
and their unions, claiming we don’t want to be back in 
work. It’s just ridiculous. Not a word about the resources or 
conditions we need or Trump’s mishandling of the crisis or 
all the work we’re doing across the country to plan for a safe 
return. 

In New York City, for example, the United Federation of 
Teachers has negotiated an agreement and a package of 
protocols, including PPE, medical accommodations for staff, 
social distancing, cleaning, disinfecting and scheduling for 
blended instruction. And there’s a new push for community 
schools and wraparound services all throughout New York 
state. 

Unions in Massachusetts advocated for a phased 
reopening that starts with school staff having time together 
to prepare for the resumption of schools. And the state has 
just agreed to that. Then educators and school staff checking 
in with students and families to assess their basic needs 
would happen next, including the basic needs of emotional 
health. And then third, resuming instruction and learning, 
whether in person, remote or hybrid. 

I don’t know how many times I have to say this: School 
districts are mobilized by lack of funding and lack of space, 
by windows that don’t open and bathrooms without soap. 
The average school will need at least $1.2 million, or $2,300 
per student, to open its doors safely. Assuming no other 
budget cuts, that’s at least $116 billion to have the resources 
to protect the health of students, staff and families, to have 
the supports to meet every child where they are, and to 
advance every child’s learning and development. 

But, of course, in this recession there have been budget 
cuts, Draconian cuts. So in this recession, the only source for 
that funding is the federal government. 

The House of Representatives did its job. They passed 
the HEROES Act in May, that COVID-19 relief and recovery 
package, which included a trillion dollars for states and 
localities, including a hundred billion for K-12 public 
schools, higher education and HBCUs, and 50 billion for 
child care. It shores up healthcare from Medicaid to prevent 
the closure of more rural hospitals, and it requires OSHA to 
do its job. 

The HEROES Act also defends the right to vote, extends 
unemployment insurance, and protects renters and 
homeowners from eviction. 

What did Mitch McConnell do? He scoffed at the aid 
states need. He said states should go bankrupt. Then as 
parents and teachers around the country were grappling 
with how to start school in the fall, McConnell went on 
vacation. 
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These funds should have been distributed to 
communities months ago. How dare Mitch McConnell 
stonewall and stall this aid, and how dare President Trump 
tweet in all caps “SCHOOLS MUST OPEN IN THE FALL!!!” 
With no plan, no funding, and no idea what he’s talking 
about.

The hypocrisy of canceling the GOP convention in 
Jacksonville, Fla., because of the risks to GOP delegates 
gathering in that Florida hot spot, yet in the same breath 
demanding that children and teachers gather in schools in 
that same hot spot.

Why would anyone trust President Trump with reopening 
schools when he has mishandled everything else about the 
coronavirus? Why would anyone trust Betsy DeVos, who 
has zero credibility about how public schools actually work? 
Why would anyone try to reopen schools through force and 
threats without a plan and without resources?

Unless all they wanted was to create chaos so it would fail.
Before the virus’s resurgence and before Trump and 

DeVos’ reckless “open or else” threats, 76 percent of AFT 
members polled in June said they were comfortable 
returning to school buildings if the proper safety guards were 
in place. Now, they are angry and afraid. Many are quitting, 
retiring or writing their wills.

Parents are afraid and angry too. The recent AP poll shows 
that the majority of Americans think that school buildings 
should only reopen with major adjustments or revoke or 
revert to remote instruction; 90 percent say that.

Let’s be clear: Just as we have done with our healthcare 
workers, we will fight on all fronts for the safety of students 
and their educators. But if the authorities don’t protect the 
safety and health of those we represent and those we serve, 
as our executive council voted last week, nothing is off the 
table: advocacy or protests, negotiations, grievances or 
lawsuits or, if necessary, and authorized by a local union as a 
last resort, safety strikes.

It’s the 11th hour. We need the resources now. Our 
message has gotten through, but we haven’t gotten what we 
need. Members like you have made calls and sent letters to 
your senators, tens of thousands of them. We can’t let up 
now. Keep calling. Keep writing. If the federal government, 
the one to which we pay taxes, can send a life raft to the 
cruise industry, give hedge funds a free lunch, and offer a 
tidy handout to Kanye and the Kushner family, they sure as 
hell can help working families and help educators ensure 
our kids get the education they need.

As the coronavirus has affected us, as our country 
confronts these three generation-defining crises—a public 
health crisis, an economic crisis and a crisis of racial 
justice—one factor, one person, is making them all worse: 
Donald J. Trump.

Donald Trump told us who he is. In the first moments of 
his presidency, he spoke of American carnage. He intended 
it as an insult to his predecessor, but it turns out to have 

been a prediction. He caged children and tore families apart. 
He tear-gassed peaceful protesters for a photo op and sent 
federal forces to Portland, uninvited, to incite violence. He 
gave Vladimir Putin a pass for putting bounties on American 
troops.

As the economy slumps and COVID-19 deaths spike, 
President Trump has chosen to be the commander in chief 
of a culture war, not the consoler in chief to a nation in pain.

He called peaceful protesters calling for racial justice 
terrorists. He denies the fact that Confederate symbols and 
statues celebrate slavery and racial terror. He ranted that, 
and I quote, “Our children are taught in school to hate their 
own country.”

Do you recognize his dystopian portrayal of America, of 
the public schools where you foster the freedom to think, to 
hope and to learn? Of course not because this is just another 
of the 20,000 documented lies that have come out of Trump’s 
mouth since he became president.

It’s no wonder that a majority of Americans say Trump’s 
handling of his job as president has been irresponsible, self-
absorbed, chaotic, unprepared, and out of control. It’s no 
wonder that historians are sounding the alarm about the 
threat he poses to democracy. How many scholars do we 
need to tell us that when you lose democracy, it’s gone?

How much history do we need to learn to know it can 
repeat itself? Democracy is on the ballot. It’s not enough just 
to defeat Donald Trump; we must right the course of our 
country and reimagine a better, more equitable future.

Of course that’s what we try to do as a union. Just this 
year, we’ve helped AFT members reduce their student debt 
by millions of dollars, we’ve provided a new trauma benefit, 
and we’re offering Innovation Fund grants to help members 
teach in a changed environment. We’ll do our part. But we 
need partners, and school boards, in statehouses, and in the 
White House. And Joe Biden will be a true partner.

Before the pandemic, the 2020 election was about the 
soul of our country. Now it’s about our soul, our safety, our 
freedoms, our economic future, justice, and a whole lot 
more.

Our presidential endorsement process this cycle was 
designed to engage more of our members than ever before. 
And it did. After all the member town halls and listening 
sessions with the candidates, when it’s time to come 
together, the AFT executive council gave Joe Biden a rousing 
endorsement because he is the experienced and caring 
leader our country needs right now.

We’ve got a choice between two people and two visions 
for America that couldn’t be more different. Joe Biden is 
deeply decent, and when he’s made mistakes he’s learned 
and grown from them. He is honest in every dealing we’ve 
had; his word has been his bond. In fact, as I’ve said before, 
he was our go-to person in the Obama administration. He 
gets things done. President Obama looked to Vice President 
Biden on everything from taking on gun violence to foreign 
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policy. As vice president, he helped fight a national health 
crisis and climb out of a recession, and as president he’ll do 
it again.

But there’s something else that really matters at this 
moment, and that’s Joe Biden’s deeply felt empathy. At this 
time when we’re experiencing tragedy upon tragedy, we 
need a person who understands and cares about what we’re 
going through. Few public servants have endured so many 
of life’s most heartbreaking losses—the loss of a wife and 
two children. Even fewer have found purpose in that pain 
by easing the pain of others. That’s what he does. Decent. 
Honest. Caring. Effective. Do any of those words apply to the 
current occupant of the Oval Office? 

Huh.
Joe shows us how you put one foot in front of the other, 

not to run away from the past but to keep moving toward the 
future. What does that future look like? 

Imagine a world with universal pre-K, debt forgiveness 
for educators, triple Title I, expanded community schools, 
supports for kids with special needs, high-stakes testing 
thrown out the window, charter school accountability, 
public colleges and universities tuition-free for families who 
earn less than $125,000.

That’s not from an AFT resolution, although it could be. 
That’s straight from the Democratic Party platform borne 
out of the Bernie-Unity Task Force, recommendations we 
helped draft. That platform, including its embrace of labor 
unions, its plans to revitalize American manufacturing and 
rebuilding our aging infrastructure, healthcare as a right, its 
commitment to creating a path for citizenship for 11 million 
people, eliminating greenhouse gas emissions, reversing the 
Trump tax cuts, and ending mass incarceration is, as Bernie 
Sanders has said, the most progressive Democratic platform 
in history.

It’s a plan to build back better and reimagine what society 
should look like.

It’s time to give Joe Biden the chance to enact that plan as 
president with a teacher, Dr. Jill Biden, at his side.

And we will need a Senate on his side and ours as well. 
Without it, Mitch McConnell will keep throwing sand in the 
gears of government and packing the courts with judges 
driven by ideology and not the rule of law.

OK. You’re saying right now the polls look good for 
Biden. People recognize that President Trump has failed 
our country, and we’re competing in Senate races across 
the country. But the only poll that counts is the election 
result. We can’t just win, we need to win decisively. We know 
votes will get suppressed. There will be broken machines, 
closed precincts, and voter roll purchase. We know more 
disinformation campaigns will be unleashed. 

Does anyone doubt that Donald Trump will do 
everything he can to hold on to power? 

We need to win and win decisively. Democracy is on the 
ballot.

In two of the last five presidential elections, the candidate 
who won the popular vote didn’t become America’s 
president. We can’t let that happen now.

So just like in 2018, when we made such inroads in states 
and in the House of Representatives, we need to win the 
presidency, take back the Senate, and win local elections 
from judges and DAs, to state legislatures and school boards.

This is our shot to make real change, and we are not 
throwing away our shot.

OK. Spoiler alert: Lin-Manuel Miranda and Joe Biden will 
be with us on Thursday.

AFT members have already made thousands of calls 
during the primaries to get out the vote. That’s great. But 
more is needed. This has been an era of disinformation, lies 
and a dangerous erosion of trust.

But guess what? You are trusted by your family, your 
friends and your community, and your fellow union 
members and colleagues. Nothing cuts through that 
disinformation like the people you can trust.

So we need to do what our union has done for a century. 
Yes, it may be remote, but it’s person-to-person organizing. 
We’re aiming for a hundred thousand actions a month, 
phone calls, texts and emails. We need every man on deck. 
To help, we’ve created a new program and the tools to help 
us get this done in this pandemic. Go to go.aft.org/action to 
see it right now.

Let me give you an example. We lost Michigan by 10,000 
votes in the last presidential election. Our members showed 
up.

In 2016, 82 percent of our members who were registered 
to vote, 73 percent voted. But some of the folks we are closest 
to did not.

Changing outcomes like that is within our grasp. If even 
half our members inspired just one of their family or friends 
to vote, that outcome would have changed. We need you to 
come out. We need you to tap your circle, your book group, 
your sorority, your Facebook friends, your peeps. Anyone 
that you know you can get to the polls or to vote by mail. 
And speaking of voting by mail, it’s safe. Don’t believe what 
Donald Trump tells you. After all, he voted by mail, and you 
better believe he wants to have his vote counted.

This November 3rd, we need to vote like our lives depend 
on it, because they do.

In the last two years, we’ve learned a lesson over and over 
that the founders of the AFT understood, that John Lewis 
and other leaders of the civil rights movement understood: 
Activism and elections build the power necessary to create a 
better life, a voice at work and in our democracy.

Activism changes the narrative, elections change policy, 
and together they change lives.

I spoke earlier about finding hope in the protest for Black 
lives. I find hope in something else, too. You. You and our 
activism. Your activism and the union’s activism.

From the moment Donald Trump was elected, to his 
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choice of Betsy DeVos to the Janus decision to school 
shootings, austerity, countless other challenges, AFT 
members have stood up for what is right. We saw it in 
the teachers strike from the hollers of West Virginia to 
the alleys of Chicago and during the rainstorms of Los 
Angeles. We saw it in the bus tours in Florida and New 
York, the demonstrations in Minnesota and Massachusetts, 
in Michigan, New Mexico, calling on officials to fund our 
future.

We engage community, and together we change the 
narrative about public education, we change policy, and we 
change lives.

The other side knows the power of collective action. That’s 
why they go after us. It’s no mystery why Betsy DeVos sat in 
on oral arguments in the Janus and Espinoza Supreme Court 
cases. She knows that public education and the right to join 
a union empower people. She knows that when people are 
empowered, even her billions of dollars won’t be a match for 
our millions of voices.

We know it too, that together we can accomplish things 
that are impossible on our own. That’s why people are 
joining the AFT. We’ve organized 59 new units with close to 
12,000 workers in 21 states since the last convention. And 
since the Janus decision, the AFT has seen a net growth of 
more than 44,000 members, including 4,000 new members 
since the start of COVID-19.

I am hopeful, despite everything we’re going through, 
there is a basic goodness in the souls of Americans. We must 
have leadership that matches that goodness. Together we 
can temper the health, economic and racial justice crises 
that are tearing our community apart. Together, we can 
rethink, reimagine and rebuild our country. Together, we 
have the power to defeat Donald Trump and elect Joe Biden.

Together we will care, fight, show up, and vote for a better 
life for all Americans.

Thank you.

... An AFT State of the Union video presentation was 
shown to the delegates.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: So the video you just 
watched—I’ll take my mask off again.

We are in a studio in Virginia because we wanted to make 
sure that we had the capacity, the internet capacity, the 
other capacity, the cameras, the screens to do this virtual 
convention. We’ll see over the course of the three days how 
it goes.

We made a commitment to make sure that we had 
both programming that was relevant for our membership, 
important to our membership, having speakers that were, 
and also made sure that we could have the resolutions and 
the votes and the voices of our members and our delegates 
that we know our delegates come to see as the tradition in 
the AFT.

So hopefully over the three days you will be nourished, 
you will be excited, you will cry like I’ve been for the last few 
days in looking at all these different videos of all the things 
that you have done and that we have done together.

But we’re on this journey together for these three days. 
Whether we are remote in distance, we are not remote in 
engagement. And it’s hard not to be with all of you. But, you 
know, one day we will be back together and, hopefully, as 
I said before, with a new president and a new Senate, and 
having a House of Representatives that has the robustness 
that it does right now.

But one person that I wanted to just talk about for a 
minute, who in some ways captures the kind of energy 
you saw in that video, the kind of energy that is the state 
of our union, and the soul of our union, the commitment 
from generations to generations, that person is Dr. Lorretta 
Johnson.

Now, Lorretta told me months and months ago that 
she was not going to run again. I really wanted to plan 
something special at the convention to honor her, to honor 
not only her work but her life, because she’s not just the 
secretary-treasurer of our union, she’s just not my dear 
friend and sister. You know, we bicker like family and we love 
each other intentionally like family.

But very few people will leave behind a legacy quite like 
Lorretta—or Dr. J as many of our staff call her.

While there can be no doubt that she’s earned this 
retirement over and over and over and over again, Lorretta’s 
departure leaves a hole in my heart and in the heart of our 
movement. She’s a powerhouse in every sense of the word.

Her decency. She has a keen eye for bargaining, for 
finding the solution. Her familial spirit. She has helped build 
not only the Baltimore Teachers Union into what it is today, 
not only the Maryland Federation of Teachers into what it is 
today, but our whole union into what it is today.

Lorretta never forgets where she came from, but she’s 
always looking to strive for what needs to be, what that 
promise of public education needs to be and transcend it 
into the action that needs to be. The decency that it needs 
to be for children and for the people who work in public 
education.

Whether it be a teacher or a bus driver.
She remembers what it’s like to earn $2.25 an hour 

without benefits as a teacher’s aide. But she also knows 
how to build power for working people and exercise that 
power in City Hall, in the legislative bodies and in the halls of 
Congress.

I asked Lorretta to run with me in 2008 when it was clear 
both Ed McElroy and Nat LaCour were retiring at the same 
time. I sought Lorretta out. I wasn’t taking no for an answer. 
I wanted a running mate who understood the union from 
the ground up, who had lived experiences that were different 
than my own but one where we could connect together 
seamlessly, who understood how to organize a local, how to 
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go out on strike, how to negotiate tough contracts, who could 
give voice to educational paraprofessionals who sometimes 
feel so invisible all throughout the country.

Activism is in Lorretta’s blood. She understood the 
importance of connecting directly with our members, the 
importance of making sure that all of our members see the 
power they have through their union and through their 
right as citizens to vote. But she also understands what has 
happened in light of racial inequity and intolerance, and 
how to make that better over and over again.

You can imagine a lesbian as president and an iconic 
Black woman as secretary-treasurer. 

She remains a giant, an icon in the labor movement, and 
my friend. We will miss her terribly; not that she’s going to 
be out of our lives, because we’ve got a lot of work that we 
plan for her to do. But for these, and so many other reasons, 
there’s no one better who stands for what Bayard Rustin 
stood for, the understanding that through unions and a 
justice movement, we can make a better life for people. 

That’s the Bayard Rustin Human Rights Award. That’s 
what Bayard did most notably as he organized the 1963 
March on Washington for jobs and justice. 

This award is given at every one of our national 
conventions in collaboration with the AFT’s Human Rights 
and Community Relations Department. The award honors 
activists who have distinguished themselves as exemplars of 
selfless commitment to fighting for human rights, for dignity, 
and for justice. 

Over the years, the Bayard Rustin Award has been 
awarded to notable human rights activists such as Szeto 
Wah, the celebrated activist, legislator and leader of the 
Hong Kong Professional Teachers Union, and to the late U.S. 
representative and civil rights icon, John Lewis. 

And because we are in this social distancing moment, 
Lorretta will come up to this podium momentarily and 
receive this award, but we want to show you a video first so 
we can do this seamless transition.

... The Bayard Rustin Human Rights Award for 
Secretary-Treasurer Lorretta Johnson video 
was shown to the delegates.

DR. LORRETTA JOHNSON
AFT SECRETARY-TREASURER
RECIPIENT, BAYARD RUSTIN HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD

SECRETARY-TREASURER JOHNSON: Thank you, Randi. 
Thank you for that introduction, for this award, and for your 
bold leadership. It has been a privilege and an honor to serve 
alongside you as an officer of this great union. Over the past 
decade, our vision and the labor movement have weathered 
many storms and anti-worker attacks, and we have come 
through that stronger and more united. 

Randi, with your leadership we have built AFT into a 

powerful voice for paraprofessionals and school-related 
employees, for the teachers, for higher education faculty and 
staff, and for healthcare professionals, and for the public 
service workers. I am proud and grateful for the opportunity 
to be part of this remarkable leadership team. 

But most of all, Randi, thank you for your friendship. You 
have been a colleague, a partner, a sounding board and a 
confidante. 

And before I go any further, I have to take a moment to 
honor the life and courage of Congressman John Lewis. I 
was so hurt to hear that he was gone. But I’m glad he lived 
to witness this moment in our nation as people all over are 
standing up and insisting that Black lives matter. 

In fact, one of the last things he did publicly was standing 
to the streets in the nation’s capital, right near the White 
House that have been named and painted the words “Black 
Lives Matter.” 

Congressman Lewis and leaders like him spent decades 
and decades trying to crack the stone of racism and 
fighting for justice. Those of us who came up in the ‘60s and 
attended the March on Washington and remembered John 
as a student leader, who at the age of 23 was considered a 
national leader in the civil rights movement. 

He was the youngest speaker that day in August on the 
March on Washington. I first met John Lewis back in those 
days when I was a young lady, and I can tell you that John 
Lewis has been a stalwart ally. And he went on to become a 
legislator who was known among his peers as the conscience 
of the House of Representatives. 

Whether marching in Alabama or legislating in the halls 
of Congress, John Lewis faithfully fought to make what he 
always called the beloved community in America a reality. 
To Congressman Lewis, the beloved community would be a 
society based on justice where every human being is valued 
and is worthy of dignity. 

I’m saddened that he can’t be around to see Joe Biden 
elected president this November, and that he didn’t get to 
see the conclusion of the fight to destroy racism so that we 
can all be part of his beloved community. However, John 
Lewis can rest knowing that he fought the good fight. And 
we have to carry exactly what he told us, both in what he said 
and what he did. 

Congressman Lewis practiced what he preached. He 
always says, “When you see something that is not right, 
not fair, not just, you have to speak up and you have to say 
something. You have to do something.” 

He told us, “Get in the way” and to make “good 
trouble.” And the best way for all of us to honor the life of 
Congressman John Lewis is to keep fighting for what is 
right. And this November, we can honor him by voting and 
mobilizing everyone we know to vote for Joe Biden. 

Anyone who knows me can tell you I’m not normally 
one to cry, but I’m going to try to get through this without 
crying. The speech that Randi gave has lifted me. And I’m so 
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overwhelmed right now with happiness and gratitude for all 
of the years that I’ve been blessed to serve as a labor leader, 
a trade unionist, fighting together with so many wonderful 
sisters and brothers in this movement for the rights of 
working people, to give a voice for the voiceless, and to build 
power for the powerless. 

I have met and worked with some of the most dedicated 
people, capable, decent, compassionate men and women, 
including the late Bayard Rustin. Bayard, along with A. 
Philip Randolph, two of the great American leaders in the 
American labor and civil rights organized the landmark 1963 
March on Washington for jobs and freedom where Dr. King 
stood on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial and talked about 
his dream for a better America. Because of the march, we 
got the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. 

The idea for a march to bring thousands of people to the 
nation’s capital to end racial discrimination goes all the way 
back to the early 1940s. In its vision and the work of Bayard 
and Mr. Randolph, they were giants in the fight for racial 
and economic justice, and I had the honor of knowing them 
both. 

And most importantly, I had the opportunity to learn 
from them. And whenever I had the chance to be in their 
presence and listen to the stories about their Journey for 
Justice, I had the sense of sitting at the feet of the elders. 
Mr. Randolph spoke about his fight for union recognition 
and the rights for Black workers during the 1920s, when 
he organized and led the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters. In those days, the labor movement was still mostly 
segregated and often excluded Black workers. 

After Mr. Randolph died, Bayard continued the work. 
And as an ally with the labor movement and with the AFT, 
he was an organizer, an intellectual, and is remembered as 
a courageous leader in the field of human rights, civil rights, 
labor and democracy. 

Throughout his life, he defended democracy and opposed 
authoritarianism wherever it existed, from South Africa to 
Poland. And because of his lifelong dedication, the AFT 
presented Bayard Rustin with our Human Rights Award. 

This year, I am so humbled to receive the Bayard 
Rustin Human Rights Award, which bears the name of 
the man I admire so greatly. So, Randi, and our Executive 
Vice President Evelyn DeJesus, and to all of the AFT vice 
presidents and to the members of the Human and Civil 
Rights Committee, thank you, thank you, for honoring me 
with this award. 

Over the last few months, I’ve had countless 
conversations with colleagues, friends and families, 
members about my upcoming retirement. The question that 
just about everybody asks is: How do you feel about retiring 
after so many years? Fifty-four years; that is a lifetime. And 
this work truly has been my life. 

The answer is: I feel good knowing that I’ve spent the last 

54 years fighting the good fight, working to make life better 
for children and families. That is what the union work is all 
about. And the thing about union work is that it never leaves 
you. Even when you retire, you never really leave the work. 
It’s always a part of you, and it’s always going to be a part of 
me. 

When I started out back in 1966 working as a teacher’s 
aide in Baltimore City, I was a young wife, married to the 
love of my life, Leonard Johnson, who I met when I was 12 
and married him when I was 18, and a mother to my three 
boys. I was making $2.25 an hour, with no benefits. Even 
back then, that really wasn’t much. 

Civil Rights activist Angela Davis says, and I quote,” I 
am no longer accepting the things I cannot change. I am 
changing the things I cannot accept.” And that’s exactly what 
I set out to do. 

I believed that the work of paraprofessionals needed to be 
uplifted and valued. I believed that we must be recognized 
as important members of the education team, who deserve 
to be paid fairly and treated with dignity and respect. So I 
started getting folks together and organizing. 

And two years later, in 1968, the Baltimore Teachers 
Union became the first local in the AFT to represent 
paraprofessionals. We negotiated our first contract in 1970. 
And I had the privilege of serving as president of BTU for 35 
years, including 17 years as the president of both BTU and 
AFT-Maryland. 

Over the next three decades, we continued the work 
of building the union and extending union rights to more 
school employees. We worked to strengthen the voices of 
paraprofessionals, school support personnel, parents and 
community members in school-based decision-making, 
and we built real political activism and power so we could 
influence the policies that affected our lives at work and 
beyond. That’s what union work is about. 

One of our accomplishments over the last 54 years that 
gives me a great sense of fulfillment is how the role of the 
PSRP has grown and evolved in our union. 

After my remarks, I’ll cue in a video of one of our AFT 
Heroes this year. Her name is Yolanda Fisher from Texas. 
You can see for yourself what kind of work PSRPs do every 
day and what important role they play in the community 
that they serve. But there was a time when some folks didn’t 
think paraprofessionals and school support personnel could 
be leaders. I remember being told that I was an exception. 
The truth is I’m not an exception, I am an example of what 
people can achieve when they’re given a fair opportunity. 

That is what the labor movement must always be about, 
expanding opportunities to all. And as I prepare to begin the 
next phase of my life, I feel good. I’ve done what I set out to 
do. And I know that the PSRPs will pick up where I left off 
and keep right on leading. I’m confident that whoever comes 
behind me is prepared to move forward and advance the 
values of the AFT and the union movement, and the union 
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that I love. 
Thank you so much for the years of my service and 

support and love. It’s an amazing opportunity to serve and 
leading by empowering others. It’s been a great honor. And I 
won’t say goodbye, but I’ll say farewell for now. 

Thank you. And let’s cue in the video. 

... The AFT Heroes video featuring Yolanda Fisher 
was shown to the delegates. 

COVID-19 HEALTHCARE PANEL DISCUSSION

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Hi, everyone. My name is 
Randi Weingarten. I’m going to take my mask off now. But 
when we’re inside we should all be wearing one, but right 
now I’m physically distant and in some ways very distant 
from all the panelists that I’m about to introduce. 

We have five people on this panel. We were supposed to 
have a sixth person on this panel, but this is what happens 
in the lives of AFT nurses and AFT healthcare professionals. 
Obinna Okonkwo was supposed to be on our panel, but he 
has been pulled off to do a last-minute overtime shift. And 
that’s the case of so many of our healthcare professionals 
and our nurses right now. 

So what I wanted to do first is say thank you that you’re all 
here. But to get into the conversation by asking you briefly 
one thing about COVID-19 and about the crisis that frankly 
surprised you, you know, something that our members all 
throughout the country who are watching this, that they may 
not know about. Like just one thing, top of the mind, what 
surprised you about all this? Good, bad, indifferent or, you 
know, just something that we might not even know. 

So why don’t we start with Julia.

PANEL MEMBER JULIA BARCOTT, RN: Great. Well, I 
think as an ICU nurse, the thing that shocked me and a lot 
of my colleagues is how quickly people that come in go from 
just having a cough, some fever, to within three to four hours 
in front of your eyes need to be on a ventilator. 

Once in a blue moon as an ICU nurse you’ll see that, 
but they’re usually very chronically ill people that you’ve 
dealt with before. These are, many of them, healthy people 
and you’ll be talking to them and have just admitted them 
and have to call for help to intubate them and put them on 
a ventilator. That’s like nothing in my 25 years of nursing 
experience that I’ve come across time and time and time 
again. That is a very scary thing that we were just inundated 
with and are still inundated with.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, Julia.
Thank you.
Jacks.

PANEL MEMBER JACQUELINE DILLON, Oregon Nurses 
Association: I’m a progressive care nurse, so we handle the 
COVID-19 patients until they go get intubated with Julia. 

What surprised me I think the most was how the hospital 
handled COVID-19. Because, like, we’re told to wear masks 
and all stay six feet apart and social distancing and all of that. 
But if you come into the hospital, we may or may not test you 
for COVID. And we might put you in a shared room where 
you’re literally three feet from another person with only 
a curtain to separate you, and all the rules that have been 
suggested go out the window when you go into a hospital. It 
just seems odd. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: And part of it is, you have 
no, look at what’s happening right now where even in places 
where you actually have some tests, it takes what, a week to 
get the test results back? So how can you actually do—two 
weeks—how can you actually do testing and tracing and—
how can you do tracing and isolation in a situation like that? 

Nora, what surprised you in this moment? 

PANEL MEMBER NORA HIGGINS, PEF: As nurses, 
we’re frightened and felt betrayed that management didn’t 
have our back, that the CDC, the DOH were lowering their 
guidelines to match our supply versus maintaining their 
guidelines and enhance our supply. From a work standpoint, 
that was very frightening, that we just felt helpless. 

But physically, the chest X-ray on these patients literally 
looked like somebody crumbled crushed glass and 
sprinkled it into the lungs. So to see what would appear 
to any healthcare worker irreversible damage, you know, 
to see that and know that it was so helpless for so many 
people to actually be able to recover from this was very, very 
disturbing and heartbreaking because I never saw an X-ray 
look anything like that before. 

So, again, it was a lot of different things that really hit. But 
those two stand out, you know, like thinking that—because, 
again, with H1N1, when that came out, it seemed like we 
had supplies to the hilt. We were wearing like moon suits, 
you know. And when this came about, they were like, oops, 
sorry, here is your N95 for the month. And it says right on the 
box “one time use only.” 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Right. And not to be 
political, but it was a different federal administration with 
H1N1. It was a different federal administration with Ebola. 

There was a lot more coordination about what was 
needed and getting it to people as quickly as possible. 

So Jacinta, what surprised you? 

PANEL MEMBER JACINTA TUCKER, Ohio Nurses 
Association: Different is we were told you had to have other 
things, comorbidities. And what was the aha moment for 
most of the nurses in my area, because we’re in a rural 
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area, is these were 25- and 30-year-old people, and they 
were walking and, yes, they needed oxygen, but in a day 
or two they were on a ventilator because their oxygen kept 
dropping, and there was nothing you could do about it. 

But as we’re now in an area where kids are getting 
together because they thought things were opening, and 
now we have high school students that tested positive with 
football and they just had a party with kids and they have a 
lot of those that have come back and tested positive. 

So people are not taking it serious. You know, in my area, 
they think wearing a mask is violating your rights. All it is a 
safety mechanism, but we know that. But you find yourself 
really, really defending yourself to people that should know 
better. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: And again, you know, it 
starts from the top in terms of what Trump has done. 

PANEL MEMBER TUCKER: It does. And you know, the 
panic, you know, first you see one or two cases. But as we, 
a small hospital, we’re seeing where we might have 10 beds 
and out of the 10 people you have here, five of them are 
positive and they’re on ventilators. So you’re seeing us pick 
up more shifts. 

We’re tired. But you just can’t turn your back on it 
because this is what we do. We take care of patients that 
need us. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Crystal, what either 
surprised you or was just different and that you didn’t 
expect? 

PANEL MEMBER CRYSTAL WRIGHT, Baltimore County 
Public Health Nurses: Well, I know when it first happened 
here in Baltimore County when the groundswell started 
about coronavirus, I was one of maybe a handful of people 
that volunteered to take this project on. We didn’t get a lot 
of information; we didn’t know exactly what the coronavirus 
was. And what really surprised me was the amount of 
gratitude—that people would come and they would roll 
down their windows. They would be incredibly frightened. 
And they would say, “Thank you.” 

And there were days where I would get a full night’s sleep 
and wake up emotionally exhausted because I didn’t want 
to go to work because I’m tired of COVID. But when you get 
that “thank you,” it gave you the energy you needed to push 
through that day and to get up and do it all over again the 
next day. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: The energy, the emotional—
the emotions—it’s just remarkable. It’s so awesome.

I know I started by talking about how, you know, we’re 
on the frontlines, we’re trying to fight for safety, we’re trying 
to do these things, but this fight became really personal. For 

me, it was a conversation I had with the leaders of about 40 
of our healthcare locals. But the one common thread, other 
than the anxiety and the magnitude of what we were facing 
and you were facing on the frontline, one common thread 
was the absence of PPE. We kept on hearing, “We don’t have 
enough, and, given this virus, we need personal protective 
equipment.”

So we did what you know unions do best. I have never 
been a supply clerk before in life.

(Laughter)
I probably wouldn’t have known how to fill out a 

procurement piece of paper. We said we’re not going to wait 
for philanthropy or for the Congress to do something. We 
just went into the AFT budget and spent about $3 million 
securing 50,000 face shields. We got 1 million surgical 
masks. We have the N95s, some of which have come already, 
some of which are—which we’ve paid for—still in some 
warehouses that we can’t get yet. And we’ll do it again.

But tell me. Nora, I know some of the folks in PEF and in 
UUP, both of which are part of the New York state medical 
center hospital system, Upstate and Stony Brook and 
Downstate, and you are so pivotal at Stony Brook. What did 
it mean? What did you think when you initially heard “OK, 
so Randi is going to look for PPE.”

(Laughter)
Then what did you think when we found it, and we’ve got 

it, and when they landed at JFK? I was so excited! “Oh, my 
God, it’s on a plane! Oh, my God, it landed in JFK! Oh, my 
God, get it in the truck so nobody takes it!”

(Laughter)

PANEL MEMBER NORA HIGGINS, PEF: It was a great 
sense of relief. I mean, you know the first time I got an SOS 
call was the last weekend in March wherein a nurse in the 
emergency room called and said, “We have no more small 
N95s. They are telling us to wear a bandana.”

It was a feeling of relief. I was like, “Wow, I can’t believe 
our union is doing that.”

I can’t tell you how many times I kind of did that little 
“and that’s why we have a union.”

(Laughter)
Like the light bulbs went on.
But again, just knowing that there was going to be 

relief. I know my brothers and sisters, particularly at SUNY 
Downstate who received a good bulk of those masks and 
shields and things of that nature, you know, were just so 
alleviated. Again, this was around the time the garbage bags 
were being worn, and nurse managers wound up passing 
away, a young fellow. It really made us feel like we were 
cared about because so many—with the rules changing on a 
constant basis and our managers telling us in emails, “We’re 
going to consider everybody with COVID, so just wear a 
surgical mask.”

It seemed like you guys had our back, whereas our 
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managers, we felt—we lost our faith in our management. It 
was timely and wonderful. I think it’s put a renewed faith in 
unions as well. A lot of people, again, “If you don’t use it, it 
doesn’t mean much to you” type of thing.

But if the union is overwhelmingly, obviously helping 
you, they have no choice but to understand what unionism 
is. Again, it’s a terrible thing, the pandemic, but I think it was 
a nice wake-up call and a refreshing outlook for people as far 
as unions go.

So thank you. Thank you so much.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: That gets me to the last 
question that I want to just ask Crystal about, which is this:

So what do we do about this on a national level? Would it 
matter if there was a different president? 

PANEL MEMBER WRIGHT: First of all, absolutely. I 
think this president has left the whole medical community, 
the frontline workers in particular, disheartened and 
demoralized to sit and watch a president divide us as 
a nation during a time when he should be bringing us 
together, basically by willfully—and I’m not sure if it’s not 
a measured and concerted effort—to disregard top public 
health officials like Dr. Fauci and scientific evidence that 
proves that just by wearing a mask, you can curtail the 
transmission of this virus.

I think a different administration would definitely prove 
to be a benefit to all of us because they would be bringing 
us together; they would be looking at the scientific data and 
encouraging people to wear a mask. I mean, this president 
has basically made—and I have one handy here because I 
just did my laundry—a mask as a political statement. So now 
you’re on one side or another based upon whether or not 
you wear a mask. And that should never be the case.

The most patriotic thing that anybody can do at this very 
moment is wear a mask. I’m not wearing this mask for me, 
I’m wearing this mask for someone else. And someone else 
would be doing the same for me.

That is what we need right now. We need a leader that’s 
not afraid to listen to people who are smarter than him and 
to go by scientific evidence that says, “Wear your mask. 
Wash your hands. Stay six feet apart from people if you’re 
physically able. If not, make sure you have your mask on.”

That’s what we need right now.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: One of the things you just 
said, Crystal. We’ve referred to Dr. Fauci. We will be blessed 
to actually hear what he has to say because tonight we are 
having Dr. Fauci at a town hall at 6:45 Eastern time tonight. 
Any of our members want to link to Facebook Live, we’re 
going to have Dr. Fauci on to really answer our questions. 
I’ve been studying up because I’m really nervous about 
making sure I ask the right questions.

So, he will be with us tonight not just for convention 

delegates but all of our members.
And I’d like to, at this moment, just end today with 

looking at one other of our amazing heroes, Trung Li, a 
nurse from Connecticut. Just as we end, take out your 
handkerchief and listen to Trung’s story.

Thank you, all of you. I so appreciate you. We all, all of our 
members, just are so grateful.

... The AFT Heroes video featuring Trung Li, 
AFT Connecticut, was shown to the delegates. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thanks.
So as you can see, we are all wearing our masks and 

washing our hands a lot because we want to make sure that 
the cameramen, men and women, in this room are safe and 
that we’re all really taking care of one another.

But that is who we are as a union.
So, before we close the first general session of our 

convention, I want to say to all of you, thank you. We 
know some of our delegates have not been able to sign in 
with their badge numbers and things like that. During the 
morning sessions, you can always watch on livestream if 
there’s a problem. We are working, obviously, between now 
and 2:30, our first business session, to make sure that all of 
that works.

Our first business session, just like when we were in 
person in ‘18, we’re going to start with a role-play so that 
we all kind of learn how to use the new rules and the virtual 
rules. But for those of you who are on committees, they are 
the same as we’ve done in committees. We are basically 
going to confirm what the executive council had already 
passed in June, I think, about the rules. Ultimately, after 
we do the role-play and adopt the rules, we’ll start with the 
constitutional amendments.

What we’re trying to do is in the morning will be program. 
When I say the morning, it’s 11:00 to 1:00 Eastern Standard 
Time. It’s the morning in Central and in the West. And then 
the business sessions will be 2:30 to 5:30 each day. If we end 
earlier on Thursday, we end earlier. If we end later, we end 
later. That’s how the drill will be for these three days.

I’m very appreciative of all of you going with the flow 
here because the one consistency we know is that with 
technology, there will be glitches. We are just hoping that we 
will have as few glitches as possible.

I want to thank Leah Daughtry, Rev. Daughtry, for the 
invocation again.

I want to thank Wayne for that really —it was hard for 
me to kind of—I didn’t see it before, even though it was on 
video. I just really want to thank him for that really moving 
introduction.

You heard Lorretta and just her power and the privilege it’s 
been to work with her for all these years.

You saw these amazing heroes of healthcare that we had in 
that panel as well as our AFT Heroes, both Yolanda and Trung.
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We will end with a video. The video, you may not cry but I 
cry every time I see it, of teachers and their students.

Before we close and close with that video, I just want 
to mention the brothers and sisters that we have from 
our international unions in Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, 
Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Jamaica, Mexico, Portugal, South Korea, the UK and 
Zimbabwe who are all watching virtually.

Many of us in both Education International as well as PSI, 
Public Services international, have been working together a 
lot. When we talk about knowing what is happening in the 
rest of the world, it’s because we’re on Zoom calls and we’ve 
done the International Summit on the Teaching Professions 
with our colleagues around the world. So I just want to say 
thank you to all of our international colleagues for being with 
us.

To everyone, look, I hope the next few days both summon 
our courage and our activism and help move us to the fights 
that we need to do as well as engaging in the democracy of 
our union.

So I hope that the last video we show today you will enjoy 
as much as it has moved us. It’s just a few of the moments 
we had early in the COVID-19 lockdown. Seeing, like you 
saw with Yolanda and Trung and so many others of our 
members, the amazing dedication, resilience, flexibility, and 
ingenuity, and caring and compassion of our members.

Thank you. I will see you at 2:30.

... A video presentation was shown to the delegates.

At 1:09 p.m. EDT, the Convention recessed, to reconvene 
at 2:30 p.m. EDT.
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The Convention was called to order at 2:30 p.m., President Weingarten presiding.

Afternoon Business Session

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Good afternoon, everyone. I 
am calling us to session at the virtual convention of the AFT 
from July 28 through July 30, 2020. 

So, I hope many of you were with us this morning, but 
this is the first of three official business sessions. As you 
know—and I hope you can hear me through the mask, but 
we want to just wear them, obviously, but we’re here with 
you from Virginia. We are in something called the Quince 
Studio. I’m going to call the techies probably many times 
the “Quinceters.” We have been working very hard since we 
decided to hold a virtual convention in May to try to make this 
happen. 

We also have, you may see, a very familiar face in our 
parliamentarian, who is sitting with me today, and that 
parliamentarian is Richard Rosenblatt. 

Richard, could you just wave so everybody sees you? Do 
you notice we are at an appropriate physical distance? Both 
wearing masks, both having our hand sanitizer. I will take my 
mask off to have some water, though. 

As at previous conventions, Richard has been with us. He’s 
actually done several of these. I think this is his fifth virtual 
convention, although he has told us that we have tried to do 
more in terms of mimicking what we normally do in a regular 
convention with votes and with resolutions than probably 
anyone else. 

So, as I said this morning, one thing that is going 
to be consistent is that you can expect that something 
technologically will mess up. Probably it will be me since I 
have now learned more about technology in my 62nd year 
of life than probably I learned collectively in the first 61 years 
of life. So I still have some issues with it, so I am going to 
apologize in advance if I mess up. 

I have on this desk, and then I’m going to go through 
this, I have an earpiece on so that I can actually hear all of 
the different rooms. The room for voting, if you see on your 
AFT convention or if you were delegates—if you were in 
committees last week, you would have seen on your AFT 
Convention homepage, if you were a delegate, speak in favor, 
speak against, and then there was a procedural room and then 
there was more, which was actually for—more not being a 
caucus, but more meaning a chair’s room or other so that we 
could call the chairs quickly of all the different committees. 

You will have seen as well—we don’t have it on the screen 

right now, you know, how to vote and doing those kinds of 
things. So I have one screen, my iPad, where I can see all the 
different proceedings that are happening. 

I have another screen so that I can actually see on the 
screen, on my screen, all the different resolutions and things 
like that. 

I have in my earpiece people who are in the different 
rooms. So if I screw up and I say, you know, a call for 
somebody in favor instead of somebody against, or I 
don’t listen to the parliamentarian and I don’t call on the 
parliamentarian to say what the parliamentary rule of order 
is, somebody can scream into my ear and say, “Randi, you are 
messing it up. Please call on this or this.” 

So we’re going to actually do, after we call on David 
Kazansky to make a credentials report, we’re going to actually 
then, I’m going to talk about the rules, which are—frankly, 
you have this. I have it in paper because, look, I still love paper, 
I still love pens. I’m very old-fashioned that way. But you 
probably all have it virtually. 

You’ll see that the first thing we’ll do after we get to the 
credentials report from David Kazansky, who’s going to also 
give us the Elections Committee report and all of that, then 
we’re going to just approve the rules. 

Then we’re going to then go to the Constitutional 
Amendments Committee. And then we’re going to do 
something in reverse chronological order, meaning we’re 
going to start with the Schools and College Support Staff 
Committee and then go the other way. So we’ll go from School 
and College Support Staff back to Ed Issues. So Ed Issues 
many times is first, this time Ed Issues is going to be last. 

The goal is each afternoon from 2:30 to 5:30, we’ll go 
through business. And if we finish early on Thursday, then 
we’ll go from 2:30 to whenever we finish. If we finish on 
Wednesday, we won’t have an afternoon session on Thursday. 
The morning session on Thursday will be Joe Biden and Lin-
Manuel and others. But if we go late on Thursday, we’re going 
to get through every single committee, two resolutions in each 
committee. So we may go late on Thursday. 

But regardless, it’s Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
starting at 2:30. Today, we’ll end at 5:30, Wednesday we’ll end 
at 5:30. And as many of you know, we have Dr. Fauci. All of this 
is Eastern time to my friends on the West Coast, so I need to 
actually study up to look at the hundreds of questions we’ve 
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gotten for Dr. Fauci and be able to try to put them together 
for that fireside chat, which he is very excited about; I was 
able to talk to him briefly yesterday. 

So one more thing we’re going to do. Last convention, 
we did a mock proceeding. Yes, I used my red glasses and 
my blue glasses. I am not going to use a red mask and a blue 
mask. I am just going to wear my blue mask. But we’re going 
to have a mock proceeding. So after I explain the rules, we’re 
going to reinforce by having a mock proceeding and then we 
will take a vote on the rules. 

Then David Kazansky will do a vote and chair the 
process on the election rules. Because since I am running 
for re-election, I really don’t want to be part of the process 
in talking about the election rules. So I’ve asked David 
Kazansky as the chair of the Credentials Committee and the 
Elections Committee to make that report.

Is that OK? Did I get that right up to now, Mr. 
Parliamentarian? 

PARLIAMENTARIAN: So far, so good.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: OK. Whew!
David Kazansky, I’m calling you on for the credentials 

report.

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON KAZANSKY: Hi, Randi. 
Thank you.

This is the official 2020 AFT Convention Credentials 
Report.

As of July 28, 2020, there are:
2,772 total delegates.
Total election votes of 697,046, with an additional 3,068 

state fed votes.
334 locals are represented; state feds, 24. There are no 

councils of locals.
There are seven total ex officio.
The total election votes do include 57,937 sequestered 

votes.
That is the credentials report. I now move for this report 

to be adopted by the body.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: OK. Now, remember, in 
this kind of virtual convention, we’re not seconding things. 
It’s been moved. The credentials report, we have never had 
anyone contest it but we do have to adopt it.

Is there anyone who wants to speak either in favor or 
against the credentials report? 

Seeing no one, I’m going to move the credentials report.
This way, we’ll have some practice in terms of voting 

just so you adopt the credentials report so that you see that 
you’ve seen it.

I want to put the voting card on the convention—
I’m trying to figure out with the Quinceters; how do I 

trigger them to say let’s put the voting card up to say voting 
in favor or against the credentials report? We have to put it 
up on the screen. 

Yay! There it is! We have a minute to vote.
So, all those in favor of the motion to adopt the 

credentials report, you vote yes. If you oppose it, you vote no. 
You’ll see the number of seconds you have still left to vote.

... The delegates proceeded to vote.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: We’re at about 40 seconds. If 
I could sing, I’d sing the Jeopardy! song.

20 more seconds.
We do a minute to vote for any vote.
Then it disappears, and then in a moment we’re all going 

to see the vote.
100 percent of us voted for the credentials report.
David. Thank you, Mr. Chair. The credentials report has 

been adopted.

ADOPTION OF THE CONVENTION RULES

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Now, David is going to come 
back for the election report, but I’m going to move—I’m a 
little hesitant; it’s all new to me.

I’m going to move on the issue of the Rules of Conduct, 
which you saw in your book. Or as they said, if you don’t 
have a book, it’s virtual. It’s still going to be right after the 
Rule 3, Roman numeral IV.

Remember I said to you that people are in my ear? So 
when I phumpher a little bit and then I all of a sudden know 
what I’m talking about, it’s because somebody in my ear is 
telling me that.

So it’s under Roman IV and Roman V and Roman VI and 
Roman VII.

So let me just do this, and then we’ll do a mock debate.
I want to go through really quickly what’s different for 

the rules for this convention because the rules of procedure 
for this convention obviously are different from past years 
because of its virtual nature. Most of the differences are 
that we have really streamlined the Robert’s Rules of Order, 
making sure there is still a way to challenge the chair or 
challenge what the chair may be doing or interrupt for—if 
one wants to change the order or do something like that with 
a two-thirds vote.

But most of the time, because it’s virtual and because we 
want to make sure that people’s voices are heard, but we 
want to make sure we can get through the business, We had 
to have the committees early; we had to have amendments. 
After you saw the committee reports at a certain date, 
meaning last Friday, so that there is less of a surprise in a 
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virtual convention so that people can really have their say 
and really have a sense about what’s going on. That’s mostly 
the big differences.

Frankly, I will look at the—I’ve been schooled about 
this—to be less lenient about listening to the audience and to 
our delegates and be more attentive to the parliamentarian 
this time so that we can do these kinds of things.

They have schooled me in the last few days about how to 
do that and to do that.

Let me just quickly go through this.
The technology does not allow us to replicate a full 

in-person experience like you’re used to from other 
conventions. We tried, we really tried, but it doesn’t. We 
request that everybody is patient as we work through the 
technology to have as complete an experience as possible 
and recognizing the limitations. As many of you know, 
because many of you have been on Zoom and many of 
you have taught through Zoom or through Google Teams 
or other ways as well as other kinds of meetings, you know 
what the limitations are about an online meeting.

Because of that, what we did as an executive council in 
May is we modified the existing rules that we’ve used in past 
conventions so we could meet virtually.

We’ve had, as I just said to you before, extensive advice 
and guidance from our parliamentarian in the development 
of these rules. As I said to you before, he’s done this for a few 
other groups and he actually gave us a lot of advice for this, 
although most of the other groups have not done the kind of 
extensive resolutions that we are doing.

So under the Rules of Conduct, motion to amend any 
proposed resolution should have been submitted by email 
on or before July 24, 2020. Meaning we had the committees. 
The committees met, the committees came up with 
committee reports. We did that all last week. Then, if people 
had an issue with any of those amendments, they were to 
submit them by email by Friday, July 24, 2020.

As we go through every resolution, I will—I have to find 
the little piece of paper that I have. I’ll find it in a little while.

I will go through the different amendments that have 
been submitted timely for resolution.

So I’ll actually make sure that in front of any of the 
resolutions, if there was an amendment, you will see 
that amendment on the screen. I will go through the 
amendments first. Whether the amendments are an 
amendment that changes a resolution or whether the 
amendments are amendments that enhance a resolution, 
the amendments will go first. We will do them one at a time.

A delegate may speak for up to three minutes. The time 
will be shown on the screen. I’ll notify the speaker when 
there is one minute left.

At the close of three minutes, the speaker will be muted. I 
don’t mute the speaker. This automatically happens in terms 
of the technology.

Also, total debate for each resolution or proposed 
amendment is limited to 15 minutes unless, in my 
discretion, I actually think we should extend debate—I’m 
sorry. In my discretion—I was wrong. See.

Unless we see that there are no speakers. If there are no 
speakers lining up for or against, and it is apparent that the 
body really wants to vote, then we won’t use all 15 minutes.

So it’s 15 minutes automatic. But if I’m looking at the 
screens in terms of the rooms that are the In Favor Room and 
the Opposed Room, and I see there’s maybe like 45 in the In 
Favor Room and two people in the Opposed Room, so you 
go back and forth or back and forth twice and then it feels 
like people have heard enough, instead of going through all 
45 people in the In Favor Room and then trying to actually 
get through the 15 minutes, I will say that there’s no one left 
who is opposing it so I think let’s have a readiness for a vote.

People can object to this in the Procedure Room. But 
at the end of the day, the Procedure Room goes to the 
parliamentarian first because I don’t see it. It’s not going to 
be like in a convention, point of order, or point of order or at 
a microphone; it’s going to go to the parliamentarian. If the 
parliamentarian cannot resolve it with David Strom in the 
Parliamentarian Room, then everything gets stopped, and 
the parliamentarian tells me.

So we’ll follow Robert’s Rules of Order, except as modified 
by the Rules of Conduct in the 2020 convention, which you 
see. Under these rules, just like we did with the credentials, 
no seconds are necessary.

Also, motions to table, postpone indefinitely, postpone to 
a different time, rescind or reconsider, limit debate or divide 
the questions, all of them are out of order.

For those of you who are saying, “Well, what happens if 
the chair goes crazy?” You still have the motion to appeal the 
ruling of the chair. And there’s still the motion to actually say, 
“Let’s suspend the rules by two-thirds vote.”

Those two are still there. We wanted to make sure there 
was a check and balance in the event that you thought that 
I was really going—that I was not running the convention 
appropriately or there was something that I was doing wrong 
at that moment.

Any proposed amendment to a resolution, as I 
said before, had to be submitted by July 24. Any new 
amendments are out of order unless a delegate moves to 
suspend the rules to allow an amendment.

I’m going to say it again. Any proposed amendment 
to a resolution had to be submitted by July 24. If it’s new, 
they are out of order. What a delegate has to do is they 
have to actually say, “I move to suspend the rules.” That’s a 
two-thirds vote to suspend the rules. They say, “I move to 
suspend the rules because I want to have something else 
considered, an amendment considered.” But that requires a 
two-thirds vote.

If the motion to suspend the rules passes, then we will 
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need to suspend action on the current stuff. The staff is going 
to have to get the amendment language. We’ve got to have 
to prepare it to show it on the screen, so it may take a few 
minutes. So if that happens and if I feel like, dependent on 
what’s going on we can, I may move to the next resolution 
and then come back to that one. It depends on what the flow 
is. 

Finally, if you want to challenge a parliamentary ruling 
I make, you must immediately challenge the chair. It is 
debatable. And when we vote, a yes vote will mean to 
support the chair. I always mess that up, so I’m going to say 
that again. You probably know this, I always mess it up. 

If you want to challenge the chair, you go to the Procedure 
Room. It is debatable. And when we vote, a yes vote supports 
the chair. 

After I introduce each resolution, if any amendments 
have been timely submitted prior to the meeting, we’ll 
take those up first. I think I said that already, but it goes for 
repeating. After debate on that amendment, we will clear 
the waiting room. There’s a waiting room for speakers for 
and for speakers against. And then we’ll go to debate the 
basic resolution, either as amended or not, dependent on 
the vote for the amendment. So we’re not going to wait 
for the resolution to vote on the amendments. If there’s an 
amendment, that goes first, voted yes or no. If there’s two 
amendments, that goes second. The second one voted yes or 
no, and then the body of the resolution. 

If you participated in committees, you have already seen 
some of this in action. Getting to a mike to speak, we have 
a digital option that will appear above my head. It has three 
options, right? Is it here? No, it’s here. 

We have three options. It’s on your screen. It’s here. I do 
this, it’s here. You see it now. Speak in favor, speak against, 
and procedural issues. The last button is where like David 
was right now, where the chairs click and make their reports. 

When you click onto one of these three buttons, you’re 
going into a Zoom room. We all kind of know what Zoom 
rooms now mean. We have three levels in the Zoom room: 
the waiting room, the lobby and the mike. You’ll be in a 
waiting room first to get into the lobby. Depending on how 
many people click onto that link, not everyone will get into 
the lobby right away. 

When you do, a member of the Quinceters crew, the tech 
crew, will make sure you know how to turn down the sound 
on your convention feed and turn on your video. They will 
work with you on this. I’ll see all of this in multiple screens 
in front of me. I’ve got—I don’t know—I’ve got 10 screens 
in front of me right now. I’ll see all of this on those multiple 
screens. And, as I said, there are people in my ear who are 
helping me with this. There are people on WhatsApp that are 
helping me with this and hopefully, as I said, I will get this 
right. 

At some point after you should get to a mike—and again, 

that really depends on how many people we have in the 
waiting and the lobby rooms—when you’re up at the mike, 
I’ll ask you to begin and to please state your name and local 
because we’ll need that on the record. And if you don’t, even 
if I know you, I’m going to ask you to state your name and 
local for the record. So that is what is happening in order to 
get to the mike. 

Let me say one more thing. I’m not going to go back and 
forth from pro and con and pro and con. We don’t do that 
in a regular convention. We go back and forth in terms of 
who’s at whatever mikes. But if we see that there’s—like, for 
example, say you see, as I said before, there are 45 people 
who want to speak in favor and there are two people who 
want to speak against—we want to make sure that we get 
the intensity of those in favor for the 15 minutes, if we can. 
But clearly, we’ll make sure that if there are people who are 
speaking in favor and people who are speaking against, we’ll 
make sure that there’s a sense from the body and a sense 
from the speakers what people are saying. 

OK. Before we approve the rules, I kind of want to go 
through this mock debate if that is OK with everyone. And 
so, let me see if we can do the mock debate so people—it’s 
so weird, because I would normally say what do you think of 
all this, and I would see the body language of all of you. And 
instead, all I see is myself with my AFT mask on right in front 
of me. 

So, let’s just see if we can go through the mock debate and 
then go to a vote on the rules. 

I think that, Mr. Chair, if I may, unless you want to move 
the rules for the procedures, if I may, let me move those rules 
since I am a member as well. And then let’s have first, before 
the rest of the discussion on the rules, let’s have this mock 
debate. OK? 

OK. Let’s see. Oh, there he is. I want to introduce the chair 
of the Health and Safety Committee, President I.M. Green 
from the Federation of California Health Educators. 

OK, President I.M. Green, would you proceed? 

DELEGATE I.M. GREEN, Federation of California Health 
Educators: Good afternoon, and thank you, Madame Chair. 
A shoutout from California. Our first resolution today is titled 
“The Temperature Needed for Maximum Productivity.” The 
committee recommends a concurrence, and I so move. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, I.M. Green. You 
certainly don’t sound green. 

OK. We’re going to roll the resolution on the screen. There 
it is. There’s the resolution on the screen. So you see the 
resolution and the delegate moved the resolution—or the 
resolution, let’s assume for a second the resolution was in 
the book. The committee recommends concurrence. And I 
see a delegate at the mike. 
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DELEGATE MARY COLDWATER, Anchorage Federation 
of HVAC Educators: Good afternoon. My name is Mary 
Coldwater of the Anchorage Federation of HVAC Educators. 
My local introduced this resolution, and I am an expert on 
hot and cold. I’m concerned that five hours of staring at a 
computer screen will make us all fall asleep. 

We have to keep on caring, showing up, fighting and 
voting, and the cold temperature will keep us all awake to do 
that. I urge you to vote in favor of this resolution. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, Mary Coldwater 
from the Anchorage Federation of HVAC Educators. That 
was a proponent for the resolution. 

I see someone who wants to speak against the resolution. 
May the delegate who wants to speak against the resolution 
come to the mike. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER JOHNSON: Yes, Madam Chair. 
My name is Lorretta Johnson, and I’m against the resolution. 
I will not be keeping my room temperature at 60 degrees. I 
oppose this resolution. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: So thank you, Lorretta. 
So we’ve had a speaker in favor, the people who brought 

the resolution. And we’ve now had a speaker against, our 
secretary-treasurer. Is there anyone else who wants to speak? 

Let me just see. Ah, let’s see, we have somebody in the In 
Favor Room. Would you tell us your name? 

DELEGATE FROSTY SMITH, Rocky Mountain Educators: 
Yes, my name is Frosty Smith, and I’m from the Rocky 
Mountain Educators in the great state of Colorado. And I’m 
in favor of this resolution and I’ll tell you why. The colder it 
is, the better. Keeps us on our toes. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: OK. We’ve had two speakers 
in favor of the resolution. We had one speaker against. And 
as I said to all of you, I get to see who is in the rooms. I don’t 
see anybody else who’s in the rooms. So even though we 
haven’t gone 15 minutes, I’m going to proceed to a vote. 

So moving now to the vote on the resolution. The 
resolution was “The Temperature Needed for Maximum 
Productivity.” Remember, if you are in favor, you will press 
“yes,” and if you are opposed, you will press “no.” But we 
have to have that, the Quinceters have to put the question up 
on our voting machines. 

There it is, 58 seconds left. And those of you who are 
voting, you’ll also notice that you’ll see what the total votes 
are. Not just your own, but the total votes. 

32 seconds left. 

... The delegates proceeded to vote.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Now let’s see the vote. OK, it 
passed. Those of us in the studio are going to be cold as hell 
for the next three days. 

OK. That’s an overview, my friends, for what this is like. So 
now I’m just going to move to the rules. I’ve explained them 
as well as I can. We’ve now had a mock debate about them. 

So, we need the question in terms of a motion. We’ve 
moved a motion for affirming the rules that the executive 
council have already used and that you used in the 
committees. Any discussion? 

So, I don’t see anyone who wants to speak against. I think 
that given that I don’t see anybody who wants to speak 
against, and I’ve droned on about the rules for a while, why 
don’t we just move to a vote? Or is there someone who wants 
to speak in favor? Is that someone who wants to speak in 
favor, or no? 

But if there’s somebody in the room that wants to speak in 
favor, that would be fine. 

I still don’t see anybody who wants to speak in favor. So 
no one wants to speak against, no one wants to speak in 
favor. That means there’s a readiness for a vote. 

So these are Rules of Conduct on pages Roman IV, Roman 
V, VI, and Roman VII. Quinceters, let’s put the vote up. 

All those in favor of the Rules of Conduct, vote yes. If you 
oppose them, vote no. You’ve got a minute—51 seconds left. 

... The delegates proceeded to vote. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: We were on the Democratic 
Platform Committee call yesterday, and we ended up both 
toggling back and forth—somebody taught me how to do 
this—from the Zoom where we were seeing the speakers to 
the platform we were voting on. That may be the best way if 
people only have one computer to toggle back and forth. 

OK, the vote is over. Let’s see the vote in terms of the 
Rules. 99 to 1 percent, the rules have been passed. 

Now, Mr. Chair, would you go through the rules governing 
the 2020 election of officers? Will the Quinceters and others 
just put them up on the screen? And I will take a break and 
have a cup of coffee. 

ADOPTION OF THE ELECTION RULES

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON KAZANSKY: All right. I’m 
unmuted, wonderful. So just for everyone to get a sense of 
where we started from, we really started with the existing 
convention rules that we’ve used for over a decade and 
made the necessary changes to adopt them to both an 
online convention and a mail-in ballot. In past conventions, 
as some of you may know, the election process is over a 
period of maybe five days from the start of the convention 
until the election results are announced on the last day. 

This year’s election technically began in mid-July with the 
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start of the nominations process and won’t actually end until 
Sept. 1, when the results are announced. The biggest change 
that we have is that an outside company, called BallotPoint, 
has been hired to assist us in ensuring that the election is 
accomplished with the highest standards and in alignment 
with the Landrum-Griffin Act. And they’ve cleared with your 
Elections Committee and with individuals experienced with 
past AFT elections. These things truly are their bailiwick. It 
was our intention to make this election process consistent 
with previous elections to the biggest extent possible. 

The complete Election Rules are in your committee 
reports book and can be found on the Nominations and 
Elections section of the convention website. 

As far as nominations go, as we have in conventions past, 
the Conventions and Elections Committee will oversee 
all aspects of the election from the start of the nomination 
process through the announcement of the results. The 
nominations and collection of signatures are all done via an 
AFT nominations portal that’s accessible through the AFT 
convention website. Nominations opened on July 13, and 
signatures may be submitted through the close of business 
on Wednesday, July 29. 

As for campaigning, you may recall we have an early 
morning session on the third day of the convention 
where candidates and slates speak to the delegates. We’re 
committed to continuing this virtually should the need 
manifest itself. Substantial changes around campaigning 
and campaign literature. At prior conventions candidates 
have the ability to walk around the convention floor and 
hand out materials or banana splits as they see fit. 

But in lieu of this, we have a dedicated website for 
campaign literature, and we’ll email this literature to every 
delegate, and candidates and slates can campaign however 
else they see fit outside this process. 

As for voting, ballots will be mailed, and BallotPoint will 
be responsible for addressing undeliverable ballots as well as 
duplicates. So they’ll handle all the technical aspects of that. 
Delegates will need to vote using the provided ballot, and 
they must sign the ballot. As always, ballots must be signed 
or they will not be counted. 

Any delegate who’s checked into the convention in a 
timely fashion will receive a ballot at the mailing address 
they provided when signed up for the convention. The 
ballots must be received by BallotPoint before 10:30 a.m. 
Pacific Time on Aug. 31. BallotPoint will conduct the 
tabulation. The Elections Committee will be provided with 
electronic access to each ballot if there are issues regarding 
the intent of the voter or compliance with the voting 
procedures. As I said, the ballots will be counted on the 31st, 
and the results will be announced on Sept. 1st. 

That’s kind of the overview of the process. If that’s OK with 
everybody, I would like to move to accept the Election Rules 
for the 2020 convention. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Let me put this on again. 
So David has explained the Election Rules. I’m trying to see, 
there doesn’t appear to be anyone who wants to speak either 
in favor or opposed. 

Great. So then if there’s none, then there’s a readiness 
to move on the Election Rules. So if you want to—so the 
Quinceters will put up the vote to approve the Election 
Rules. I’m waiting for the vote to be put up. 

If you approve the Election Rules, vote yes. If you 
disapprove them, vote no. And we’ve got 53 seconds left. 
Thank you, David, very much. 

Six more seconds. 

... The delegates proceeded to vote.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: The election rules have been 
approved by 99 percent to 1.

Thank you, again, David, for all the work. David Kazansky, 
United Federation of Teachers Local 2, for all the work that 
you and your committee have done and will continue to do.

Now, before we go to the Constitutional Amendment 
Committee Report—remember, that’s the first committee 
report after the rules. I just want to say that if we were in 
person, we would be reading every single day the rules, the 
Code of Conduct for a meeting, including if you felt harassed 
or bullied or something terrible happened, who you would 
go to with that in our convention.

We thought it was really important to still have them here, 
even though we’re virtual, because we really have to practice 
what we preach. If you go to the website, at the bottom—just 
find it at the bottom of the websites. You’ll see AFT Code of 
Conduct, Statement of Values. So they are there right now if 
you want to see them.

I don’t have to read them. Assume I just read them 
because you can read them at your leisure. They are very 
important. In every meeting we’re in person, we talk about 
them and we make sure people feel safe and people feel 
seen.

Convention business—discussion of amendments to the 
constitution and bylaws and resolutions—continued.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: It is 5:40. We got through our 
first two sessions. I want to thank everybody. I want to thank 
the people who are staffing us right now. I want to thank Mr. 
Parliamentarian, and I want to thank all of the delegates who 
stayed with us all day long. We’ve had thousands of people 
on in terms of the business session, and we understand 
there were multiple thousands of people, maybe even 
20,000, maybe even more, who watched this morning.

Our proceedings start at 11:00 tomorrow morning with 
our panels, including our panel on Black Lives Matter. 
And our proceedings continue. So that’s from 11:00 to 1:00 
Eastern Daylight Saving Time.
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Then from 2:30 to 5:30, again, we will have a business 
session tomorrow.

So for now, remember 6:45 Facebook Live: Dr. Fauci will 
be with me for a fireside chat. But for now, we are adjourned.

 At 5:42 p.m. EDT, Tuesday, July 28, 2020, the Convention 
recessed, to reconvene at 11:00 a.m. EDT, Wednesday, 
July 29, 2020.
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Wednesday, July 29, 2020
The Convention was called to order at 11:00 a.m. EDT, President Weingarten presiding.

... A video regarding the AFT COVID-19 pandemic PPE 
was shown to the delegates. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Good morning, everybody. 
And welcome to the second day of the AFT’s 86th biennial 
conference and the first one we’ve ever done virtually. 

I wanted to start with that because I wanted to actually 
take a moment. Many of you know I am from the UFT. I 
was its lawyer, you know, in the years since when dinosaurs 
roamed. In the 1980s, I was a teacher in New York City at 
Clara Barton High School in Crown Heights. 

But, you know, the UFT holds—not just because of 
COVID-19—just holds a very special place in my heart. One 
of the things I wanted to do today was that—there are lots 
of things that happened in March, April and May. One of 
the things that happened was that the UFT, the Federation 
of Nurses and Health Professionals, which is the kind of 
chapter of nurses and health professionals that is in the 
UFT—it’s not a separate local, it’s in the UFT—its leader 
Anne Goldman, who you saw in this film or this video, 
Anne and I met together or met each other back, I think, in 
February of 1986, when I started working at the UFT as its 
lawyer. In that time, my first assignment was to work as the 
assistant negotiator under Anne for the Lutheran Hospital 
negotiations. 

At that time we were fighting—Anne will remember 
this better than I—for nurse-to-patient ratios, safety in the 
workplace, decent wages. What a shock, there was a nursing 
shortage at that time. And that was the first strike that I was 
involved with as an employee at the UFT. We struck for 
several days at Lutheran Hospital in Brooklyn and Staten 
Island—I think just in Brooklyn at that moment. 

But nurses in our union, private and public, have been 
working to help create safe conditions for themselves and 
patients for decades. In fact, Anne Goldman and people like 
Tom Pappas and Ellie Engler, we started a Health and Safety 
Department at the UFT back in the 1980s.

Anne really focused on we need to get this PPE [personal 
protective equipment]—made sure that people had PPE 

throughout the time in May, in April and May and June. 
And Anne Goldman and the nurses in New York from 9/11, 
Superstorm Sandy, asbestos crises, to now, have been 
out there front and center making sure that we keep our 
members safe and keep the communities in which we serve 
safe. 

I just wanted to say thank you to Anne and to our 
members in New York for all that they have done, our health 
and safety members. Right now they’re actually doing the 
videos for the New York City Board of Education on hand-
washing and on properly wearing masks. So I just really 
wanted to take a moment of personal privilege to say thank 
you. 

The video you saw was one of the shipments that we got of 
face shields. Anne and I were there at the Bronx UFT office to 
accept that shipment. 

So with that, thank you. Thank you, Anne. Thank you, the 
members in New York City. 

I’m really excited about the programming that we also 
have, the other programming we have for today. We’re 
having a conversation, you know, on all of these crises. 
Today we’re going to have a conversation about the racial 
reckoning that we must do. 

But before that, I just want to make sure you know we 
have Anand Giridharadas, who is the writer of a book that 
has really moved me; it’s still on my bookshelf, and we’re 
going to be talking about that book. It’s called Winners Take 
All, and talking about what really is going on in terms of the 
inequality in America between the rich and everyone else. 

Speaker Pelosi will be joining us today as well. But before 
that, we are talking about racism in America and Black Lives 
Matter. 

You could wonder why a white woman is opening up the 
conversation about Black lives and racism instead of an AFT 
leader who is Black. I could do the easy way out and say, 
well, that’s because I’m the AFT president and on something 
that’s really important, I should lead the conversation. 

But I want to actually go deeper than that, which is what 
many of us should be doing, which is as a white person 

Morning General Session
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I have privileges that people of color do not. As I’ve said 
before, I’m also gay, but I could hide that, and I did for years 
and years and years. 

But as white people, we have to understand our 
responsibility in acknowledging white privilege and 
acknowledging if we’re walking into a store, we get a benefit 
of the doubt that a Black person does not get.

Slavery is not only one of America’s original sins, but, 
frankly, the Civil War did not end the depravation and the 
discrimination for Black people or of Black people. We see 
it, or saw it, and Rev. Barber and Rev. King and others have 
talked about this for decades. Lynching, Jim Crow, mass 
incarceration. These are all the remnants of slavery.

That’s why white silence must stop. This should not just 
be a fight that our Black brothers have to do themselves. It is 
a fight that all of us need to do and, indeed, white silence has 
been complicit in discrimination. That’s why I wanted to be 
moderating this panel. It’s time to own our responsibility to 
push for an anti-racist America.

And the best way to start that is to actually take a moment 
to remember our brother, Congressman John Lewis.

Congressman Lewis taught us how to be justice warriors. 
He taught us how to fight for freedom, how to sacrifice for 
justice, how to build a community, a loving community that 
works toward a better life for all.

So many of us have used the term “good trouble” 
because he taught us that, and he taught us how to engage 
in that, as did Dr. King—peacefully and nonviolently. He 
was a giant in every sense of the word, and all of us who 
work to repair the world owe him an enormous debt as we 
continue on our journey for justice. We most hold him dear 
in our consciousness and our conscience—his bravery, his 
humilities, and his steadfast belief in the power of action and 
action for justice, for “good trouble.”

In my religion, we say “May his memory be for a blessing.”  
His memory and he are a blessing.

Please, let’s look at the video, and then I’ll introduce the 
panel.

... A video presentation featuring John Lewis was shown 
to the delegates.

BLACK LIVES MATTER PANEL

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: So one of the people who 
has carried on—and I’m going to have people wave when I 
introduce them—the legacy, the turn, the bending toward 
justice, and has carried on her father’s legacy is Rev. Dr. 
Bernice King. She’s the CEO of the King Center, which 
was founded by her mother, Coretta Scott King. From 
this position, the same one held by her mother, Dr. King 
continues to advance her parents’ legacy.

Through her work at the center, she educates youth 
and adults around the world about nonviolent principles 

modeled by her parents.
Thank you, Rev. Dr. King, for being here with us today. 

Thank you.
The second person is a dear friend of mine who is going 

to make lots of history and good trouble in the House of 
Representative. Yes, he’s going to have to be elected on 
Nov. 3rd, but given the way in which he won his primary, 
door to door, knocking on doors, talking to, I think, virtually 
everyone in CD16 in New York, you’re going to see a lot more 
of Jamaal Bowman.

He’s the Democratic nominee. I would say the betting 
is good that he’s going to be the member of Congress from 
New York’s 16th District representing parts of Westchester 
and the Bronx.

Dr. Bowman has been an educator and an advocate for 
public schools for over 20 years. He most recently served as a 
principal of CASA, a public middle school he founded in the 
Bronx. I have had the honor to know him and be a thought 
partner with him for many years. And I’ve had the honor, 
great honor, to be walking the halls of his school with him.

Jamaal, just wave.
Leslie E. Redmond is a civil rights advocate. At the age of 

25, she became the youngest president of the Minneapolis 
NAACP.

Leslie stood on the frontlines after the unjust killings 
of Jamar Clark, Philando Castile, and Justine Damond. 
She is also the founder of the “Don’t Complain, Activate” 
campaign.

Leslie is joining us—you just see her picture. Leslie is 
joining us by audio, not by video. Thank you so much, Leslie, 
for being with us.

Then we have a teacher in New York City, Sari Beth 
Rosenberg. She and I are Twitter friends, and we direct 
message many times a week.

She’s been teaching at the High School for Environmental 
Studies in New York City. It’s a public school there, and she’s 
been teaching there for 18 years.

She’s published a lot of articles about racism and has 
produced a social studies curriculum for the New York City 
Department of Education as well.

But the reason that Sari is here is that during her distance 
learning classes, as we all kind of converted in a nanosecond 
at the middle of COVID in the middle of March to distance 
learning. She changed her history lessons to incorporate 
more civil rights, Black Lives Matter curriculum and content. 
And she did it as things were happening, in light of the 
George Floyd murder, in light of the protests. And she also 
shared them with all of us. You can see some of her lessons 
on the ShareMyLesson.com site—which, by the way, we 
have just hit 1.7 million registered users—but also on PBS.

It’s the kind of thing that teachers do in terms of taking 
materials and making sure we make them real and plain 
immediately.

Thanks, Sari, for that work because it’s the work that we 
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need to keep on doing over and over again.
Obviously, I would want to start this panel with a question 

to Rev. Dr. King.
So as we reflect, and I suspect that every time one of 

our giants die, your mom, John Lewis, C.T. Vivian, that all 
of this must beget lots of emotions for you. There’s huge 
responsibility that you take up in some ways as the living 
seed of the future because of who you are and what you have 
decided to take on yourself, in taking on the King Center and 
taking on your father and your mom’s legacy.

So what’s your vision? Give us some learning—your 
vision, next steps that we at the AFT should actually do to 
help actualize your father’s dreams.

PANEL MEMBER KING: Well, thank you very much, 
Randi, and the AFT for having me today.

One of the things that I think is very important, since 
we’re talking about teachers and educators, is that we’ve got 
to find a way to create new curriculum, and I’m glad that 
Sari is doing a lot of writing in that area to introduce into our 
school systems.

Part of the problem is that we have left out some critical 
parts of who we are as America, a lot of who we are as Blacks 
in America in terms of our contributions to this nation, 
things that we have built, things that we have invented. The 
true stories of, you know, the Black Wall Street, all of that 
kind of stuff, is missing out of our history.

And if we can raise up new generations of people who 
understand and value the contributions of all citizens of 
America, I think it’s one of the ways we can begin to do away 
with systemic racism.

It’s difficult to correct our system, but I think we can 
restart some things from an educational foundation so that 
as people think in the future about policy, as people engage 
in their area of social change, as people create policies and 
practices and corporations, these will be the generations 
of young people who now understand the true essence of 
inclusion and ensuring that everybody feels like they belong 
in whatever arena of American life. So that’s one of the most 
basic and fundamental things that I think can happen from 
the education community.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I’m going to ask Sari and 
Jamaal to jump in here as well in terms of how do we take 
that? What are the next steps that we do to make it real and 
meaningful, and what can we as the AFT do to help do that?

Jamaal, you first, and then Sari.

PANEL MEMBER BOWMAN: Oh, sure. First, thank you. 
Thank you so much for having me. I’m glad we started with 
school curriculum. I mean, this is essential. K-12, anti-racist, 
anti-hate curriculum has to be implemented in every school 
in this country.

As a Black man in America, I did not learn about my 

history in public schools. I had to go outside of public 
schools to learn about my history, to learn about my culture. 
In doing so, I was able to increase my self-esteem and self-
worth within this country.

One of the enduring or continuing legacies of racism is 
just the idea that white makes you superior and to be Black 
makes you inferior. But when you learn about your history 
and your culture, you realize that that’s not the case. Then 
you could begin to live on an equal playing field with those 
who are white or those who represent other cultures and 
those who represent other differences. 

It’s very important, also, to not just talk about the African 
American experience in this country and our contributions 
in this country. It’s very important for us to connect to the 
African diaspora and the Black diaspora throughout the 
world. Because it’s quite different to learn that your history 
started as slavery, right? There are many kids who believe 
that they entered the human experience as slaves, when 
the reality is we have a rich and long history back on the 
African continent. Where someone of Irish descent or Italian 
descent can connect directly to a nation and learn more 
about their past and their history and culture and everything 
that comes with that, I still do not know which country in 
Africa my family originated from. So that’s a big part of the 
conversation as well. 

In terms of federal policies, since I’m going to be 
entering Congress, we need to incentivize states and 
school districts to implement Black, Indigenous, and 
multicultural curriculum. When I say anti-hate curriculum, 
I’m talking about curriculum that deals with anti-Semitism. 
If we implement that in K-12 and we incentivize the 
implementation of that, we can see transformative change 
for generations to come. 

So I’m really excited that we started the conversation 
here. Thank you so much, Dr. King. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Great, thank you, Jamaal. 
Sari. 

PANEL MEMBER ROSENBERG: Thank you so much. It’s 
an honor to be on this panel with all of you and see you in 
real life sort of, Randi. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: There will be a moment that 
we will see each other in real life. 

PANEL MEMBER ROSENBERG: That’s what I’m holding 
on to hope here for that. 

So, yeah, education hands down is the most valuable tool 
to dismantle racism. I’m preaching to the choir here. I’m 
lucky to teach 18 years, proud New York City public school 
teacher, and New York state made a commitment to infusing, 
adopting, a culturally responsive sustainable education 
model into the curriculum. Not just history curriculum, in all 
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curriculum. 
I don’t know what’s happening across the country, but 

that’s just a starting point, right? I agree we have to not just 
focus on an American history course, it needs to be across 
the board. We need to talk about decolonizing curriculum 
across the board, and it’s going to look different ways in 
different classes. 

You asked what the AFT can do. Well, it starts with 
who’s in the classroom with the students every day. It’s 
the educators. Having them—I think everyone is well 
intentioned. It’s having teachers start with their students. 
Learn about educating teachers about the importance of 
learning about each individual student’s backgrounds, their 
hopes, their dreams. A mantra that I always have that I start 
with helping design curriculum in New York City and in my 
own classes and with other teachers at my school is I always 
think of this phrase: If you can’t see it, you can’t dream it. 
Right? 

If I’m teaching a group of students that they don’t see 
themselves—I teach American history, right—but if they 
don’t see themselves at all in the American story except, as 
Jamaal was saying, as the victims, as slaves, right—I only use 
the phrase “enslaved people”—if that’s all they see in the 
narrative, which is not the full story, then how do they find 
their path to greatness, which I think they all deserve? 

So that’s how we create an equitable society, I believe. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you. 
As you all know me, we are just putting out all these—

instead of using the Innovation Fund for some big projects 
this year, that’s our fund where we put out about a million 
dollars worth of grants to our locals to try to do this kind 
of path-breaking work, we’re doing this in terms of giving 
people grants of 20-, 50-, a hundred thousand dollars right 
now to work in a changed environment. 

So off of this conversation, I’m saying to our delegates, 
and we will put this out as well, if people want to try to 
do this work to try to create curriculum for younger kids. 
Because I think from what Dr. King was saying, Rev. Dr. King 
was saying, we really have to actually start with younger 
kids. We have to actually disrupt the stereotypes and really 
create inclusion, particularly if kids don’t have an inclusive 
environment at that moment. 

So maybe, Rev. Dr. King, you’ll work with us on this and 
the King Center will work with us on this. And let’s make one 
of the things that we do as a union, how we develop some of 
this curriculum, our members doing it, and then we put it up 
on Share My Lesson, we work with the King Center in terms 
of doing it particularly for younger kids. Sorry, we’re going to 
use your curriculum for older kids and others, but to actually 
use it for younger kids. 

PANEL MEMBER KING: Yes. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I’m going to go to Jamaal, 
and then I’m going to go to Leslie for a second. 

But since we are dwelling on Congress, and you will be 
there Jan. 1, 2021, God willing, so just tell us a little bit about 
how you’re preparing for that. Like what are you thinking 
about? How are you preparing for this? And what do you 
think? What’s your list of must-haves in terms of what you’re 
going to do in Congress? 

PANEL MEMBER BOWMAN: So that’s a great question, 
how am I preparing. So I’m texting you every other day to 
get some information and feedback around how all of this 
works in Washington and how to best engage with my new 
colleagues. 

I mean, I’m thankful that so many members of the 
Hill, members of Congress, have already reached out to 
congratulate me and to give me their counsel and offer their 
mentorship just to prepare me for when I get there. So I’m 
already engaging in conversations with my future colleagues. 

We’re looking, and I’ve been looking from the very 
beginning of our campaign, at structural racism and 
institutional racism and everywhere it exists within our 
country. You know, right now there are protests across this 
country against police brutality. That’s one place it exists, 
institutional racism. 

It also exists in mass incarceration. As we know, if you’re 
Black, you’re more likely to be incarcerated, and you’re more 
likely to do longer sentences. It exists within our education 
system, not just in terms of curriculum, but in terms of hiring 
practices. 

So while we have been talking about curriculum, we 
should also talk about teacher recruitment and training 
practices. That’s key. Because if teachers are trained in 
culturally responsive education, when they enter the 
classroom, they’re more ready, willing and able to hit the 
ground running. 

Structural racism also exists when we look at wealth 
inequality and economic inequality, and this is historical. 
You know, after the 13th Amendment, 1865, African 
Americans were promised 40 acres and a mule. We never got 
that 40 acres. Instead, the Homestead Act was passed and 
millions of acres of land was given out to whites, native born 
and foreign born, and they were able to build tremendous 
wealth with that land and with housing infrastructure, etc. 

African Americans were also kept out of the GI Bill 
after World War II. So there’s also been policies not related 
to education, but racist policies that have contributed 
to redlining, contributed to concentrated poverty, and 
contributed to schools being funded by local property taxes 
more so than state and federal governments. 

So we’re looking at structural racism in all its forms from 
housing to jobs to education. That’s our north star. And I 
want to be a part of a Congress that creates a post-racial 
anti-hate society over the next few years, because the time is 
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urgent now to get it done, and the country is demanding it. 
COVID-19 has revealed what we all already knew about the 
inequalities. I’m just fortunate and blessed to be a part of the 
conversation at this moment. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, Jamaal, and we 
look forward to you being there. 

I’m going to go to Leslie in a second. Jamaal raises 
a really good point—that is we often talk about de jure 
discrimination that happened in the South. De facto 
discrimination that happened all over is as injurious in 
terms of what the effects have been over and over again, 
whether it’s in underfunded schools, whether it’s in our 
health systems, whether it’s in housing, whether it’s in 
transportation, and whether it’s in wealth. We see it in terms 
of retirement income and retirement security when we look 
at what whites generally have for retirement security and 
what African Americans and Hispanics have and Latinos 
have for retirement security. 

So you see racism and structural racism show up 
everywhere. You know, you can’t change it by changing 
one police officer; you have to get to the issues of structural 
racism. So thank you for raising that, Jamaal. 

That gets me to Leslie. You’ve had quite a few months 
right now, Leslie, that you’ve been dealing with as the 
president of the Minneapolis NAACP. And I remember 
we were in Minneapolis about a month after Mr. Castile 
was murdered and all the conversations and all the 
demonstrations at that point. 

But just tell us, give us some teaching, give us some 
preaching right now in terms of what’s happening now 
two months after the murder of George Floyd. Help us 
understand what you’re trying to do in Minneapolis. And 
again, some teaching to us like we asked Dr. King, Rev. Dr. 
King ,about what we can do in the future. 

PANEL MEMBER REDMOND: Definitely. So grace and 
peace, everyone. 

First, I just want to say thank you to the AFT family 
for having me. President Randi, actually you and I were 
together at the NEA convention last year, and Merwyn 
Scott introduced us and sent us a picture, so it’s great to 
see how it’s come full circle, unfortunately under these 
circumstances, but I think we can find some good in this. 

For me, this is a very humbling opportunity. I just want 
to say as an inner-city public school student, I’m a graduate 
now and a first-generation college graduate, someone that 
went on to get my J.D. and MBA. but as someone who is a 
descendant of Africans and grandparents that migrated from 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Houston, Texas, with sixth- 
and eight-grade education, to be able to speak with you all 
right now is very humbling, especially during these troubling 
times. So I just wanted to start with that. 

And also giving respect to our now ancestor Rep. John 

Lewis, who is no longer here with us, and Rev. Dr. Bernice 
King. When I saw I could potentially be on a panel with 
them, I was definitely humbled, and I still am. 

As you mentioned, President Randi, this is nothing 
new. Unfortunately, I’ve had to be on the frontlines with 
Jamar Clark, Philando Castile, Justine Damond, and now I 
had to add Brother George Floyd to the list. And I actually 
came back from Kentucky not too long ago standing on the 
frontlines with Breonna Taylor. I was actually one of the 
87 people who were arrested for standing and demanding 
justice for the life of Breonna Taylor. 

I think what this is doing is bringing everything to the 
surface. It is acknowledging that white supremacy can no 
longer be allowed to run rampant in our communities 
with no accountability. I think that we can all take lessons 
from people like Chief Arradondo, who is the first African 
American police chief in Minneapolis who actually held 
all four of those officers accountable in 24 hours of the 
videotape being released. For those officers to be fired, 
that was unprecedented. That was the type of courageous 
behavior and action that we need to be seeing. For the 
governor to take the courageous action and actually take 
the case away from the Hennepin County attorney, Mike 
Freeman, who doesn’t prosecute officers unless there’s a 
white woman victim, and give it to our first African American 
Attorney General Keith Ellison was tremendous and charge 
those officers and hold not only Officer Chauvin who 
actually had his knee on the neck of George Floyd, but to 
hold all of the officers who were present on the scene and 
who were actually complicit in allowing the situation to 
happen accountable. 

Afterwards Chief Arradondo asked me to come in and 
administer the new oath. The oath for the Minneapolis 
Police Department hasn’t been changed in decades, but 
Chief Arradondo again took another courageous step, and he 
changed the oath. The oath talked about how, one, we have 
a duty to serve all human beings. We have a duty, specifically 
talking about police officers, to protest both verbally and 
physically when we see that someone’s rights are being 
violated. 

I think some of those things that can be taken when we’re 
thinking about teachers and principals and people who have 
influence over these systems, for too often we talked about 
education being the great equalizer, but if that’s true, it’s also 
been the great divider. Long before young people started 
getting involved and engaging with police officers, we’re 
engaging with teachers. 

I can say from being in the inner city and public schools, 
teachers have been either my greatest asset or the greatest 
liability to my future. So what I would urge teachers and 
people of impact on policy is take courageous steps to, 
one, listen to Black people, listen to Black leaders, listen 
to Black women because too often we think that we know 
what’s best for the Black community versus allowing the 
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Black community to actually show you that, one, we’ve 
experienced racism and white supremacy for over 400 years, 
and we know exactly what it looks like and exactly how to 
deal with it. 

That’s what we’re seeing in Minneapolis, and that’s where 
we’re seeing some progress because, one, now you have 
not only Black faces because I don’t believe they’re all your 
kinfolk, so it’s not just Black faces but having conscious 
Black people in power who are actually wielding their power 
toward goodness and justice. That is exactly what we need 
to see. I think that if given the opportunity, we can rise to the 
occasion. 

I want to thank you, President Randi, because I do 
think it’s important that you started off the conversation 
because you can utilize your privilege and power and lend 
your platform to Black conscious people …  and it’s super 
necessary. 

I’ll just end with saying: Don’t complain, activate, that’s 
my campaign, and the idea that you don’t have to be 
President Barack Obama or Beyoncé Knowles-Carter in 
order to activate your community. You could be a mom or 
dad. You could be a teacher. You could be an activist, an 
attorney as myself. We should all activate. We all should 
activate, and I believe we can activate through three types of 
activation: communication, collaboration and compassion. 
Thank you. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, Leslie. 
Again, just like we said about the curriculum work, 

what we want to do is—during this convention, this virtual 
convention—we scroll a lot of things before each session. 
So we’re going to scroll some of the things that you have on 
“Don’t Complain, Activate Campaign.” This is what I want 
you to do, Leslie, to help us. We have something called “Our 
Voices” where members and others write things for our 
website, and we distribute them far and wide. I want us to 
be really involved, if you want us to, in the “Don’t Complain, 
Activate Campaign.” Kind of like don’t complain, organize. 

PANEL MEMBER REDMOND: A hundred percent. Yes, I 
love that. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Fabulous. 
We have to always take what we say to action. Words 

mean a lot, but action means more. It reinforces the words. 
So I want to just put Sari on the hook for a second before I go 
back to Rev. Dr. King. 

All of us, like we had the AFT, we’ve done the Racial 
Equity Task Force and committee that Dr. Lorretta Johnson 
started. We released—I am told that we were the first union 
to release our report. We will continue with that work. You 
saw yesterday we passed a resolution in June. We have 
19 commitments, covenants that we are doing, including 
diversity to try to diversify our teaching force. 

But just like me, Sari, you and I are both white, so how 
do we—how are you thinking about how you have these 
conversations with white colleagues? How are you doing it? 
How are we taking the lessons that Leslie just said to us? 

PANEL MEMBER ROSENBERG: You know, I’m glad 
you asked me that. First off, remind them of their privilege. 
Because I think that, yes, everyone has been—especially 
immediately after the murders of Ahmaud Arbery, George 
Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and the list goes on and on. I’d fill 
up my space if I listed all those murders. As that became 
something that people were being forced to pay attention 
to on their Instagram feed, our role is to not make that go 
away and actually have those public conversations with our 
colleagues, and discuss white privilege. 

I had a conversation with a guest in my class one day, 
Dr. Williams. And I shared my story of how I experience 
white privilege with Dr. Williams and my students who are 
primary Black and brown, not white, and just sharing that 
story with your colleagues and making your white colleagues 
see it. Because even though I think that everyone has the 
best intentions, especially if you get into education, and 
especially if you’re working with, as we like to say, diverse 
populations but people who are not white, students who are 
not white, we all have the best intentions. But I think people, 
we need to have more brave, honest conversations about it 
with each other so that when the educators go back into the 
classroom, they’re aware of it. 

And they come into class in an authentic way to listen and 
raise the voices of their students.

I think in a nutshell, it’s being brave, speaking out, 
perhaps dealing with pushback from your colleagues 
because I found that, sometimes, the first step when you 
bring up these really—which shouldn’t be in 2020, but they 
are—difficult conversations around racism, sometimes 
people don’t respond great. They push back. They act out. Be 
ready for it.

But have faith that you’re doing it for a greater good, and 
it will click. I like to believe it clicks. It might not click with 
everyone, but you have to be brave and take those risks with 
your white colleagues. Keep thinking of your students and 
how—I love what Leslie said about the e-education always 
called the great equalizer, but it can be the great divider as 
well. I can completely see that. Right?

Especially as a white educator, if you’re not aware of 
your privilege, and that you’re not aware of the fact that 
sometimes the best way to teach is to silence yourself and 
listen to what your students are saying. If you don’t realize 
that, then you can’t make education be the great equalizer. 
Right?

That’s my advice. Be brave and be willing to deal with the 
pushback and the uncomfortableness of it.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I see Rev. Dr. King shaking 
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her head a lot while you were speaking.
Do you think that makes sense, Rev. Dr. King? 

PANEL MEMBER KING: It makes a whole lot of sense.
One of the things my father wrote in his book Where Do 

We Go from Here: Chaos or Community? in “The World 
House” chapter is that we must learn to live together as 
brothers and sisters or together we’ll be forced to perish 
as fools; and that learning does require a lot of listening. It 
requires understanding that there are things you just do not 
know. It’s giving up your right to be right so that you can 
deeply engage the other person.

I think that if we’re going to make any progress in this 
nation now on the racial front, it is going to take the white 
community really stepping up to the plate now. For the last 
eons of years, Black people have been fighting this fight and 
doing it alone, I would say for the most part with dignity.

The only way we’re going to see substantial change 
is when the white community really has these serious, 
in-depth, honest, transparent, forthright, courageous, 
brave —every word that you can think of—tough. And 
uncomfortable—that’s a word that needs to be put out there. 
It is going to be uncomfortable because it means you’re 
going to have to give something up.

Daddy often reminded us that the first stage of the 
movement that they were fighting didn’t cost us anything. 
It didn’t cost anything to integrate lunch counters. It didn’t 
cost anything to integrate most places.

But now when we move toward equality or what I would 
say equity, it means that there’s going to be a dear cost to 
pay. There’s going to be sacrifice in the process. But it is 
necessary if we are not going to revisit over and over again 
the terrible things that we keep witnessing and those of us in 
the Black community continue to experience.

So I agree with her 100 percent.
I would also say white people who don’t have experience 

in the Black community need to develop those experiences 
and not just in the safe spaces. The safe spaces are, you 
know, in the restaurant. Come into some of the Black 
cultural experiences. Come into the Black community. Don’t 
be afraid.

I have a white friend here in Atlanta. It’s so funny because 
there are times when people are saying, “Aren’t you afraid?” 
Actually, she says, “No. Nobody ever bothers me.”

So I just wanted to dispel this myth that it’s dangerous 
in the Black community. That is not true. You won’t know 
that unless you insert yourself in that community and truly 
experience it. So that would be my challenge to all of you, 
even the white educators because, as long as we remain 
insulated, we’re going to continue to get the same results 
that we have.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Jamaal.

PANEL MEMBER BOWMAN: I just have to jump in. Rev. 
Dr. King is so correct. There’s nothing to be afraid of. There’s 
no history, documented history, of white people coming into 
Black neighborhoods and getting beat up or anything like 
that. There’s literally nothing to be afraid of.

What I would add very quickly, Randi, is we have to hold 
elected officials accountable as well. If elected officials 
are not ready to adopt or introduce and enact policy that 
is anti-racist and anti-hate, they need to be voted out of 
office. I think the AFT, as an organizing social justice union 
in partnership with the NEA and in partnership with other 
unions who really care about social justice in a real way, 
have to hold elected officials accountable in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, in the U.S. Senate, in statehouses, and in 
county houses, in city government, in school board elections. 
We have to hold elected official accountable to an anti-racist 
agenda. If we’re able to do that, we can really accelerate what 
happens with our policy across the country.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: So I could actually spend 
a couple of hours with all of you. I know I’m running out of 
time; I have about 10 more minutes. So I want to make sure 
before we run out of time—we’ve just scratched the surface.

The last question I want to ask everybody, and I want to 
start with Dr. Rev. King, is I want to ask the question I asked 
Dr. Fauci yesterday that people have been asking me a lot, 
which is: “What gives you hope?” In a situation right now 
where we have these three crises that have been made worse 
by an elected official, Donald Trump, but they’re all—the 
through line between the racial reckoning, the economic 
recession, the COVID-19, is all you see, the inequality.

Frankly, those of us in the labor movement, we’re pretty 
comfortable with a class analysis. But we have a hard time 
with understanding that’s a class and a race analysis, if we’re 
going to be really honest with each other. I know that the 
UAW, AFT, others helped in the March on Washington in 
1963, but it was for jobs and justice. We’re comfortable with 
the class analysis. But what about how we do what Rev. Dr. 
King just said to us.

In the last few minutes, what gives you hope in this 
moment? 

PANEL MEMBER KING: I think there are two things that 
give me hope, other than my strong Christian faith.

One, I’ve been in conversations and dialogue behind 
the scenes with people who are really trying to make some 
changes, particularly those of influence in places of power, 
even in corporate America. So that gives me hope because I 
don’t think that has ever happened before.

But it has happened because —this is my second hope—
is because there has been a generation of young voices who 
have dared to not let us go back to business as usual, to not 
let us ignore that Black Lives Matter. For the past eight years, 
they have been consistent with that message about Black 
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Lives Matter, and their fervency about it, I think, has given 
me hope. The fact that they are determined to do whatever 
is necessary. I don’t mean in violent means, but do what’s 
necessary so that we can make these substantive changes 
and transform America so that we can begin to eradicate 
racism.

So it’s the youth that give me hope, and it’s the people in 
places of influence right now that give me hope that I have 
not seen before in terms of the two operating at the same 
time.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you.
Leslie, what gives you hope? 
Leslie, someone just texted me the picture from last year. 

I love that.

PANEL MEMBER REDMOND: Look at us.
So what gives me—and this is actually something Rev. Al 

Sharpton talked about at George Floyd’s funeral. He talked 
about the fact of all the young and old white people that 
are standing up and activating this season. I can say I’ve 
personally seen that as well.

When we were locked up—that was my first time being 
locked up, FYI. When we were locked up in Kentucky, we 
had just as many of our white sisters in there with our Black 
sisters. We’re constantly seeing that white people can no 
longer sit on the sidelines, but this is just as much their fight 
as it is ours.

I have to remind people that the NAACP was founded by 
white and Black people and recognizing that our brutality 
and our suffrage is not ours alone. I’m really looking forward 
to white people taking their rightful place in the struggle 
and recognizing it’s not white against Black, but it’s humans 
against white supremacy.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, Leslie, and thank 
you for helping to lead us.

Sari, and I’m going to end with Jamaal. What gives you 
hope? 

PANEL MEMBER ROSENBERG: Of course everyone on 
this panel. I’m not just saying that because I’m on the panel 
with everyone. You give me hope each and every day with all 
the work you’re doing.

You know I’m going to say, of course, well, of course, 
teachers give me hope. I wasn’t the only teacher who shifted 
gears when people took to the streets in response to George 
Floyd’s murder. Thousands of educators across the country 
changed their lessons around too. I just know it. It gives 
me hope that teachers are willing to get into these various 
conversations with their students.

But I’m going to say my students. The students I 
personally know give me so much hope. Yesterday—I can’t 
leave them alone—I hopped on an IG Live with them.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: What did you just say you 
hopped into?

PANEL MEMBER REDMOND: I hopped on an Instagram 
Live. They know. They’re always like, “Oh, you’re back.”

Yeah. They aren’t my students. They are going to be 
seniors next year.

I wanted to see what they were up to. I didn’t expect this—
but I kind of expected it—they are out there. I have students 
part of Integrate NYC. Part of my students informed me he’s 
the president—Noel, shout out to Noel. He’s the president 
of the student council next year. Well, now he’s the current 
president. He’s organizing not only a Black student union 
at our school, he’s not stopping there. He’s working with 
students across the city of New York who are also setting 
up Black student unions to create an inter-union agency of 
sorts.

So these kids, you know, a lot of them didn’t—their 
parents wanted to stay home when the protesting was 
happening. They were working behind their screens, as well, 
to either educate themselves, which is a form of activism as 
we know, and I tell them every day, and going above and 
beyond when they have so much that was so hard for them 
losing their junior year, losing seeing their friends, having 
problems like there was a lot of illness in their families 
related to COVID and stuff.

But they are all activated, and they are doing it in such 
creative ways and brave ways.

So I know that’s not just happening with my students. It’s 
happening across the country. We saw that before the global 
pandemic. As troubling and as difficult as this time has been, 
what gives me hope is that we’re all still fighting. I think 
we’re even more inspired right now because we see what the 
stakes are, and my students are leading the way.

I agree, it needs to be all of us together. I tell my students 
it can’t just be—I hate when people say, “Well, we messed 
things up. Your generation has to fix it.”  No, no, no. It needs 
to be, “Yeah, you need white allies, and you also need 
everyone in on the fight.”  It needs to be, as we’ve seen in the 
streets, —I’ve been inspired not just by my white brothers 
and sisters out in the streets, finally waking up and getting 
out there and putting their bodies on the line, but it’s 
multigenerational. We all need to work together here. I’m 
inspired that my students are leading the way, but I’m telling 
them I’m there with them.

So that’s what’s inspiring me, just to name a few things.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Protests that I’ve been at 
have been all multigenerational and all multiracial. To your 
point, as many of you know, I live in Inwood, N.Y. You know, 
the northernmost little town in Manhattan. I’ve seen a lot of 
teachers come up to me that are walking, protesting as well.

Jamaal, you get the last word. What gives you hope? 
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PANEL MEMBER BOWMAN: Everything everyone 
has already said gives me hope. “Humans against white 
supremacy.” Thank you, Leslie for that. I think that’s what 
we’re all talking about. Diverse coalitions have taken to the 
streets every single day since George Floyd’s murder and are 
now working in coalition and in conjunction across race, 
across class, across differences to push back against a system 
of oppression.

That’s what gives me hope more than anything. I mean, 
in this election here, we tripled voter turnout. We tripled 
turnout among young people and people of color.

We had kids tell their parents they better vote for Jamaal 
Bowman. There were people who wanted to take pictures 
with me, selfies, and said, “Oh, my God, my daughter is going 
to be so excited.”

When I asked, “How old is your daughter?” the woman 
told me 15 years old.

So that’s what we’re seeing. We’re seeing young people, 
our elders, our seniors, working together in conjunction, 
pushing back against an oppressive system. The diverse 
coalitions in our streets, they are holding elected officials 
accountable and demanding change. That’s what gives me 
hope.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: So I want to just say one 
more time, again, this is just amazing. It’s so odd to be doing 
this virtually, but this way so many people get to see this.

Rev. Dr. King, thank you for everything you’ve done and 
will continue to do.

I want our membership, I want our members, please get 
involved with the center and please support the King Center. 
We are needing to actually support these amazing resources 
and jewels that we have that have been doing this kind of 
work for decades, centuries. We need to support the King 
Center.

Leslie, we also need to support—to the members who are 
listening—we also need to support the “Don’t Complain, 
Activate Campaign.” We need to support the work that Leslie 
is doing.

PANEL MEMBER REDMOND: I have a book that’s 
coming out, Don’t Complain, Activate.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: As soon as it comes out, we 
will make sure it gets publicized. So thank you.

Leslie, what is the youngest president of the Minneapolis 
NAACP? I think, are you really 25 years old?

PANEL MEMBER REDMOND: I’m 28 now, but I really 
was 25 when I took over.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Then, Sari, she’s absolutely 
right. The kind of changing up lessons, really taking on 

issues, having hard conversations, even when they push 
back, don’t be silent, engage.

This is righteous work that we need to do. We can’t just 
leave it to our amazing reverends or rabbis in the pulpit. This 
is righteous work we need to do every single day.

Jamaal, your kind of advocacy, Jamaal Bowman, your kind 
of advocacy, the work you’ve done at CASA and the work 
you’re going to do in Congress is extraordinary. We just can’t 
wait to see you in the Congress, walking that floor, talking 
to your colleagues, and having yet another teacher in the 
Congress but having a civil rights and justice warrior in the 
Congress in the footsteps and the legacy of John Lewis.

I want to thank all of these amazing people and this 
amazing panel.

Again, I want to just remind people that we have the 19 
commitments—covenants, I call them, not commitments—
that we have made, including making anti-racism training 
part and parcel of every bit of training that the AFT does, in 
line with both what Rev. Dr. King said earlier and Sari and 
Jamaal and Leslie said earlier, how do we make sure we 
embed every single day in the work that we’re doing?

So thank you, very, very much to our panelists. I will see 
you soon virtually or otherwise.

Now we’re going to be joined by Evelyn DeJesus, our 
executive vice president. By the way, it is her birthday today. 
She will send us a video greeting and share a few things that 
will lead to our next conversation about economics. 

Evy. 

... A video presentation regarding Puerto Rico was shown 
to the delegates.

CONVERSATION WITH 
ANAND GIRIDHARADAS

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: We wanted to introduce this 
next panel with one of the writers in this country, actually 
in the world, that I am enamored with. Not that I can say his 
name very often correctly, and he’s going to help us all say 
his name correctly.

Anand has really thought about the issues of inequity and 
what has happened in not only the United States but the 
world. The New Deal was a promise that we would change 
things, that there would be more equity, that there would be 
more opportunity. But when you see that video from Puerto 
Rico, a territory of the United States, which hasn’t gotten to 
make a decision, even though it should, about whether it 
wants to be a state or whether it wants independence, and 
you see what has happened over and over again particularly 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria, how the United States 
has operated and has basically taken more than given to 
Puerto Rico, where as we often remind the United States 
government, these are American citizens.
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Whether it’s Puerto Rico or so many other places in the 
country, you see the kind of inequity that operates—the 
racial inequity that we just talked about in the last program 
and the economic, the class inequity.

Frankly, and Anand knows this, when I read through 
Winners Take All, we reached out—and this was months and 
months and months ago—to say, “Would you actually help 
us understand and help our members and our delegates 
understand this deep inequity and this deep inequality 
and what do we do about it? Maybe, how do we use this 
moment?” And I know the word “reimagine” has been 
overused—”but how do we take this moment to take the 
kind of bold action that was taken in the New Deal, that was 
taken in the Great Society, and what do we need in addition 
to an election to try to actually make that happen?”

So you have probably seen Anand. He’s an editor at-
large for Time; he’s been on MSNBC a lot. Mika and Joe on 
“Morning Joe” actually let him finish his sentences. He is a 
visiting scholar at the Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute 
at NYU. He’s a former columnist and correspondent for the 
New York Times. I’ve already talked a lot about Winners Take 
All. The title is actually Winners Take All: The Elite Charade of 
Changing the World.

In that book, he investigates the global elite’s efforts to 
change the world essentially by preserving their power in 
the world while they actually try to undermine everybody 
else. We have seen this in schooling all the time when the 
so-called reform movements actually called us the status 
quo crowd when they, in fact, were the status quo crowd 
and they didn’t give us the resources and wherewithal to do 
what we want and need to do. They often, these millionaires 
and billionaires, portray themselves as saviors for the poor 
and sideline the institutions that are actually trying to enable 
opportunity.

As I said, we saw that pretty clearly, and you see that every 
single day with somebody by the name of Betsy DeVos.

We, as educators, as Anand knows, have experienced 
firsthand—and, frankly, our nurses as well, and, frankly, 
our public employees as well—the corporatization of public 
education, the gimmicks, the quick fixes, the high-stakes 
testing, the penalizing schools, instead of fixing them closing 
them, the competition with charters, frankly, when a lot 
more of listening to educators and giving us the resources 
so we can meet the needs for students would be a lot more 
efficacious.

So he knows, like we do, that something is deeply wrong 
in the economy when even before COVID-19, you had 78 
percent of Americans living paycheck to paycheck. The stat 
I’m sure everyone has heard me say every time I speak, 40 
percent of Americans pre-COVID couldn’t cover a $400 
emergency.

Since then, we have seen what we’ve seen. I’m not going 
to repeat my speech. But it is shocking that with all the 
economic despair, that in the last few months billionaires 

added $584 billion to their own wealth.
So help us, Anand, figure out all of this. Talk to us about 

what we should be doing. First off, kind of the analysis you 
did in Winners Take All, about how we should be thinking 
about this oligarchy that is threatening America, not only 
the services we provide but just even before we talk about 
Donald Trump, just the whole oligarchical structure that we 
seem to have and we need to combat.

Thank you for being here.

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: Thank you so much for having me, 
Randi. I’m such an admirer of your moral passion. I’ve also 
never been interviewed by someone in such a good jacket 
before.

(Laughter)
Before I get into that, just the shoutout to all your teachers 

and nurses and others because this is obviously a time of 
tremendous anxiety, not just for everybody but for them in 
particular given the work they do and given the uncertainty 
about the fall.

I think, as I was listening to you, it strikes me that at this 
moment your membership has a really historic opportunity. 
They have borne a historic burden in what I call the age of 
capital, the age of money, the age of greed we’ve been living 
in. Teachers have borne the brunt of the billionairization 
of America. Every time some new billionaire starts a social 
network because they are too socially awkward to meet girls 
in person and makes all this money and then decides they 
want to fix public education, who is it that has to implement 
their harebrained scheme? Who is it that has to use their 
tablet suddenly and then change which software they use 
next year because there’s a new patron in town? 

It’s teachers who have lived this billionairization, the 
feudalization of America. It’s teachers who know very well 
that right now in an increasing oligarchic America, you are 
pouring your heart and soul into students, equipping them 
for the battles of life ahead.

You know deep down that you are sending them into a 
society designed to crush their dreams. You just have them, 
as a teacher, for that period of time. Right? You are sending 
them into a world where social mobility in this country has 
ground to a virtual halt. We think the American dream is 
something that you can out-earn your parents, make a better 
life than your parents? Actually, we are the least American 
dreamy country among all the rich countries.

I believe—and we should get into this in any way you 
want—it is actually time for a movement of America’s 
teachers and associated workers to rise up not just against 
Donald Trump—that’s an easy target, an important target. 
Fascism: Always go for that first.

Not just against the Republican Party either. Obvious 
target again. Important work.

But, frankly, against the oligarchy we’re becoming. 
That gets us into a more difficult conversation about 
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the Democratic Party as well, and the ways in which the 
Democratic Party that in many ways is an ally to your 
cause, certainly more than the other side, has been grossly 
complicit in enabling the capital kind of takeover of America.

We’ve talked about racial supremacy, white supremacy 
in the previous hour. There’s also capital supremacy in 
America. It works very well with white supremacy.

We should have a conversation because only teachers 
have the leverage, perhaps, in our political system to force 
more than just one side winning or another, to force there 
to be better Democrats, not just more Democrats as Cynthia 
Nixon says, but to really force a shift so there’s at least one 
party in America that is an anti-oligarchy party. Right now in 
America there is not.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Do you think we should 
define the word “oligarchy” for people? You and I have used 
words like “oligarchy” and “fascism.”

When you say “oligarchy,” what do you mean by it? 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: I mean a society that is run by, for, 
and of the interests of a very small number of concentrated, 
wealthy people. And if you want to look at the symptoms of 
an oligarchy, ask yourself when there are policy choices in 
Washington and there is something that’s good for money 
and there’s something that good for most people, which 
generally gets done? I think the answer would be the thing 
that’s good for a few rich people.

When we have new technologies that begin, as all the 
tech did some years ago, with these promises of flattening 
hierarchies and leveling playing fields, who captures most of 
the gains of that stuff? Most people or a handful of those at 
the top, again?

Is the best way to get ahead to work hard or to be born 
ahead? You get your answer there.

On issue after issue in American life, and public 
education is a flamboyant example of this, we now 
increasingly live in a society that is defined by the following 
double—the double picture.

Picture One is first we tell rich and powerful people that 
the best-lived life—we have to tell everybody this—just some 
people are able to achieve it.

The best-lived life is a life spent making money in 
whatever way possible, cutting whatever societal corner you 
can. If you can avoid taxes, do that. If you can evade taxes, do 
that. If you can use fancy real estate investment trusts in the 
Cayman Islands, not for vacation but for hiding money, do 
that. If you can lobby in Washington for bottle service public 
policy that is good for you and your friends in the back of 
the club but bad for everybody else, do that. If you can buy 
politicians, do that. If you can use philanthropy to, on the 
second half of things after you’ve made your money, to 
launder your reputation, extend your influence into places 
like public school where your thoughts, frankly, have no 

place that they belong, then what you do is you use this do-
gooding, this philanthropy, this changing the world, all the 
stuff that all of your members have heard day in and day out 
from the oligarchs, you use it, even though it’s part of making 
things worse to justify the system that allows you to keep 
taking.

So to put it in the educational context for a second, we 
are seeing right in front of us—if you want to understand 
oligarchy as a life cycle, there are teachers listening to this 
right now who are teaching students whose parents were 
foreclosed on in the 2008 financial crisis and lost their home 
and became unhoused; who, themselves as students, are 
now being jerked around by some billionaire’s idea, some 
Wall Street financier that has adopted some school in New 
York, and that kid is now having to jump through hoops and 
the teachers having to jump through hoops because that 
billionaire who put their parents out in the street is donating 
the school.

And then in a few years, that child is going to be an adult 
in the labor force, and that same Wall Street person that 
helped make the parents be homeless some years ago, that 
helped jerk around the child’s education through helping, is 
a few years from now going to be blocking the unionization 
efforts and avoiding pay increases for that child when that 
child becomes a grownup.

So I think it is great to talk about the importance of 
defeating Trump and the importance of this election. I think 
it’s incredibly even more important to talk about how do 
we fundamentally transform the power equations of this 
country, and to speak truth about the fact that Joe Biden, 
Chuck Schumer, Nancy Pelosi—some of them coming 
up, I know—have not shown, as I read it, any significant 
commitment to leading an anti-oligarchy party. They are 
better than the alternative, but they are a million miles from 
good enough.

I think it’s incredibly important work in terms of your 
members’ voice to think about how we fight for a better 
Democratic Party.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: For our members that are 
listening, they all know how close I am to both the speaker 
and to the minority leader of the Senate. I think what Anand 
is saying is really, really important. One of the things we have 
learned is that elections are not enough.

I think in 2008 people actually said, “OK, Obama is 
amazing,” and he got elected and then let him do it. I think 
what we learned very much, particularly in light of having 
Arne Duncan and then Michelle Rhee and Joe Kline and 
others, all of whom said they were Democrats. We learned 
you have to have activism and elections.

And it’s the activism both before and after—before it’s 
obvious in terms of get out the vote and things like that. But 
you have to have a real changing of the narrative in terms of 
what is and what isn’t important. 
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If wealth is more important than work, and if corporations 
are more important than working families, and that is the 
dominant narrative in a country, then you’re not going to 
actually have the people with you—you’ll have the people 
who are angry, but you’re not going to have the people who 
are with you who understand that that’s there. 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: Yes. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I think that that’s part of 
what we’ve learned in terms of changing the narrative on 
education because the Betsy DeVos types and the Koch 
brother types, they’ll always fight unionization. We need 
to actually have someone in elective office who will give us 
the legal rights to unionize more and more to be the power 
balance. But we also need other types of things, like will we 
ever able to get campaign finance again? Will we get that 
kind of level of money out of the elections? Can we have the 
rewriting of the economic rules, as Elizabeth Warren has 
said? 

So I guess what I’m asking you is: Give us a little bit about 
what you think that agenda should be. Assuming we can get 
Joe Biden elected, what are the next steps in terms of that 
agenda? We don’t stop there, as you just said. What’s the 
next step? 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: So if you had to define the biggest 
false ideology undergirding the establishment Democratic 
Party, it is the consensus that I try to take on in the book, 
which is this notion of the win-win. There’s no question the 
Democrats are meaningfully different than Republicans, but 
they’re all part of this win-win consensus. 

And what the win-win consensus says in a nutshell is 
the people up above in the stratosphere are not up there 
because of the people down there. And the people down 
there are not down there because of the people up there. 
These are two independent facts, and what we need to do to 
the people down there is help them get up there, also. Build 
more ladders to the stratosphere. 

The problem with the win-win myth is it ignores the fact 
that the people are up there because they’re standing on 
the necks of the people down below them, and they do so in 
several ways. They do so through, as I said, manipulating the 
tax code, lobbying for public policy, opposing healthcare for 
most people, letting a world in which people can be evicted 
in a pandemic be a world that happens. 

The question then becomes: What would a Democratic 
Party that actually had the courage of shattering the win-win 
myth look like. Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren took on 
that myth; they didn’t win. But when I look at someone like 
Chuck Schumer, for example—and maybe he can respond to 
this if he’s coming on later—I see someone who is very much 
a senator from Wall Street. I don’t think there’s any serious 
person who would look at Chuck Schumer and say that he’s 

not a senator from Wall Street. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Well, I may disagree with 
you, but that’s because I’ve known him well for generations. 
But I totally understand your perspective. 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: Teachers are spilling blood, sweat 
and tears to educate students into an economy— 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Right— 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS:—that someone like Chuck 
Schumer, by supporting Wall Street to the extent he has, 
even if he’s running on education issues, if you think that, 
by supporting Wall Street that Chuck Schumer has made 
a career doing, he is ensuring that the people you are 
educating are going into an economy that will mock and 
humiliate and underpay them 90 percent of the time. It is 
private equity that has driven that. It is hedge funds that have 
driven that. It is these massive funds that have driven that. 

And the question I have is: What’s the point of being a 
Democrat if you’re going to be a Democrat from Wall Street? 
The thing that I admire about Republicans—and this is not 
normally how I begin a sentence—the thing I admire about 
them is the intellectual coherence. The Republicans believe 
that government is bad, ragging on government is good for 
their financial interests, and it’s what they go do. 

Democrats often have an egalitarian ideal, talk about 
all these issues of equity, then establishment Democrats 
raise money from, frankly, the same plutocratic class that 
is funding the Republicans, and then operate in this very 
mixed way where it’s sort of I want free college for everybody 
but actually not really and I want healthcare for everybody, 
but no. And I want to protect them from eviction but only so 
they have a right to a lawyer if they’re getting evicted, not just 
not getting evicted. 

So you end up with the milquetoast Democratic Party that 
is neither here nor there. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: So what happens if we 
win the Senate, the House of Representatives, and the 
presidency? In some ways that would then require—when I 
say “win,” because we are pushing to make sure that Mitch 
McConnell is not the majority leader of the Senate—and not 
just for the small, as important as it is, the Supreme Court 
is hugely important, a Democratic Senate, a Democratic 
president would be different. But let’s actually push this. 

What happens if we can win? What are the things that we 
need to do almost immediately to try to create that kind of 
balance in power? And my theory here is nobody’s going to 
do it because you’ve asked them. You have to actually create 
the advocacy base, and you have to create the activism to 
actually push those strategies. 
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MR. GIRIDHARADAS: Right. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: So what’s that? 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: I’ll give you two answers: the 
laundry list and the how. I think the laundry list is not going 
to be unfamiliar to people, but I think it’s going to be really 
important if your membership is able to start marching in 
lockstep around some of these things, right? 

We need to talk about a taxation revolution in this 
country—that is a wealth tax. Frankly, I would argue both 
Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren’s wealth taxes were 
inadequate to the plutocracy that we are becoming. Both of 
them would have allowed billionaires to continue getting 
wealthier than the rest of us than they are now, just at a 
slightly diminished rate, even Bernie’s. We need to talk about 
the erosive wealth tax that would make these big fortunes 
that are incompatible with the existence of democracy. And 
let’s say that again. Jeff Bezos’ absolute level of wealth is 
inconsistent with a healthy democracy. Just someone sitting 
in their house with that much money makes a democracy 
unstable. We can’t have fortunes that large. I would love to 
see your membership get excited around the issues of wealth 
taxation, capital gains taxation, extreme income, so on and 
so forth. 

Second, I know this is a delicate issue for a lot of unions, 
but it is time, I think, to really talk about Medicare for All. 
And not talk about it simply in terms of one’s own interests 
but in terms of what it means to actually achieve a country in 
which we could liberate 350 million people from ever having 
to think about that issue ever again. Because I would much 
rather, in a country of this much promise and ingenuity, I 
would much rather have people thinking about the lesson 
plan they want to teach tomorrow, the business they want to 
go start, the space vessel that they want to invent. 

Right now we have too many people sitting at kitchen 
tables looking at medical bills. Most people in rich countries 
do not spend any of their time sitting at kitchen tables 
reading medical bills. That’s an enormous part of the 
expenditure of the person hours of the United States every 
year. 

Third, I think we have to talk about— 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: How do we stop the 
insurance companies, Big Pharma, and others who have 
tried to kill every attempt to do healthcare as a right? 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: Well, you’ve got every teacher on 
the streets, along with people from other professions. You 
know, there are not that many Pharma executives. But there 
hasn’t been consensus on this, as you know. I think it’s really 
important— 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Yeah. I mean, even within 
our own union. 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS:—people who have insurance and 
the people who don’t. Even if you have good insurance, you 
are living in a barbaric country right now. You are living in a 
country that—and I’ll say one more thing, and then let’s talk 
about the how. I think we have to also talk about the same 
thing on education, right? 

Something I talk about in the book, I went to an event and 
quoted this guy from the platform cooperativism movement. 
He said in every era of history there are some shared assets 
that people have no choice but to use, right? In the Middle 
Ages, it might have been a granary or something, that there 
was just some town granary; and if one guy owned that and 
most people couldn’t use it, people would die. 

Well, in the 21st century, education is that granary, right? 
It is not a choice to go to college if the economics work the 
way they do. You can’t punish people economically for not 
going to college and then make it so elusive to go. Anything 
that is required of people, that your society requires of 
people to live a halfway dignified life should be free. And not 
overcomplicating it the way Democrats do with this grant 
and that grant and this means test. Just make public college 
free; that would be another powerful issue to get behind. 

Now, I think we have to talk about the how. And this is 
where I think teachers understand this very well, because 
you’re communicating with all kinds of students who 
come at these issues from all kinds of angles, all kinds of 
backgrounds, don’t all think the same thing. So teachers 
understand you’ve got to meet people where they are. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Exactly. 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: Use different language. The 
message that gets Johnny and the message that gets Fabia 
may be different messages, so on and so forth. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Which is why we have to 
reduce class size, which is why we have to have well-being 
resources. 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: Correct. But the Democratic Party, 
in my view, is horrible at language. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Yeah. 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: If you take all the issues that I just 
went through, I didn’t bother to dress them up in language, 
I just told you the issues, right? And the way I said them, I’m 
sure they sounded very progressive to people. I’m sure they 
sounded too left to some people. That’s fine. That may be the 
actual core issue as presented that way. 
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But as the Republicans have been practicing for years, 
there are ways to talk about policies that actually explain the 
appeal of them, make the case for them, to a way broader 
swath of people using language. So if it were me, I would 
actually not talk about healthcare as a human right with 
Medicare for All. I would talk about it in the language of 
patriotism and personal transformation, right? I would say 
just as we, you know, have fought wars around the world 
and don’t leave people down on the battlefield dying out 
of a sense of solidarity and patriotism, we don’t leave 
people down on the battlefield of ill health. We don’t. We’re 
Americans; it’s patriotism. 

Second, I would argue on that same issue, personal 
transformation, right? In the grocery store back when—you 
know, we spent a lot of time at grocery stores and browsing 
in the aisles and not being afraid we were going to get 
a virus—you had all those magazines. What if all those 
magazines—they’re not the good magazines, they’re the 
magazines that are telling you do this and change your 
marriage and do this and lose 10 pounds. So that tells you 
something about our culture. We’re a culture that is very 
drawn to the language of you can change your life. 

OK. You know what would really change your life? 
Healthcare. Let’s talk to people in a language— 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Actually, a living wage—that 
would change your life. Actually having retirement security, 
child care. 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: You know how many marriages 
would be saved or improved by people not stressing about 
retirement? Not stressing about healthcare? 

I said this to Michael Moore on his podcast, and he was 
like, “Are you saying Medicare for All would make people 
have better sex?”  That’s not what I was saying, but I think 
that’s absolutely indisputably true. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: And you see it. 
So the question I have for you is—I have many, many, 

many questions for you. But part of why we wanted to have 
you on, Anand, is that you have really been thinking about 
all of these issues. How do we separate and—what we saw, 
frankly, over the course of the last five years in light of the 
teacher strikes where the right was not able to actually define 
them, that the teachers themselves, whether it was in West 
Virginia and Oklahoma and Chicago and L.A., defined what 
the issues were, which are repeatedly teachers really want 
what children need, and we need the resources to get there. 
Same as, frankly, the issues in terms of reopening schools 
right now. 

What we saw in this Democratic campaign this time was 
that all of the candidates actually were singing from that 
hymnal. And I don’t know how the other unity commission 
task forces went, but the one on education that I sat on, 

pre-K through higher ed, there was huge consensus between 
the Bernie Sanders and Joe Biden people, and that ended 
up in the platform. That platform, the Democratic platform 
today on education looks completely different—well, I 
shouldn’t say completely—radically different than the 
Democratic platform 10 years ago. 

What I learned from that is that the work we’ve done on 
the ground has really helped change things. Your thoughts? 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: You know, I think what was so 
powerful about those strikes from the outside is that they 
were local. They were locally led. They were specific to 
specific issues in those communities. They, unlike most 
things in American life today, I don’t think they immediately 
fell into the well-defined lines of our polarized debates. They 
straddled left and right in interesting ways that are important 
if you want to get anything done in America. 

And I think I would zoom out to say they are an example 
of what is going to save us, which is not electing the other 
side in a two-party contest every two or four years, but 
fundamentally redistributing power in America and doing 
that by creating countervailing power, right? 

Because if you are an oligarch, your advantage is you have 
all of this money, right? And another advantage you have is 
actually because you don’t have that many people on your 
side, it’s not that hard to coordinate them, right? Like you 
can get all of you in a room or a Zoom and make some plans, 
and that’s what the Koch brothers and Richard Mellon Scaife 
and these other families did on the right. That’s what folks 
like Zuckerberg and Bezos and others who may be a little bit 
more associated with the left do. 

The advantage of being a regular person is that there 
are hundreds of millions of you in the United States. The 
difficulty is organizing. The difficulty is getting on the same 
page on some things. 

And there is something about our politics now where 
sometimes small differences keep us divided from 
each other and deter us from marshalling that kind of 
countervailing power. But it is going to be the countervailing 
power of unions and associations and other kinds of civic 
organizations and uprisings that pushes back against the tide 
of oligarchy. 

You asked folks about hope earlier, and I actually have 
found this to be obviously a grim time the way everybody 
else does, but a grim time pregnant with a kind of hope 
because this feels to me like the end of something. It just has 
that—you know when you’re watching a movie, you don’t 
even know how long the movie is but at some point in the 
movie, particularly if it’s well made, you start to sense things 
are wrapping up, the story line. We are living at the end of a 
movie, and we know what the movie is. The movie has been 
the age of greed. The movie has been an age in which your 
teachers are working their tails off to educate people and 
send them into a society that spends their life dissing them. 
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PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Without soap, without 
ventilation, without resources. 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: Right. The question is: What’s 
the next movie in the queue? And that is where we have a 
choice. 

I would not, I’d say hope, but I wouldn’t take it for 
granted that’s a good movie. That movie could be fascism, 
because Donald Trump is a fascist running for re-election in 
America. That could be tribal activism. That could be Tucker 
Carlson’s bowtie intellectual white nationalism. 

But it could also be, and I would hope it would be, an 
age of reform. You brought up the New Deal; what was 
the New Deal? It wasn’t a set of policies, which it was, 
it was fundamentally deeper above and below that, a 
transformation of the society in the direction of interests of 
ordinary people, a drastic rebalancing of power. 

Frankly, thinking about a union like yours, there aren’t 
that many institutions left in America that are this big, this 
influential, this feverish about politics enough to effect 
any kind of meaningful political change. You all have that 
influence, and it’s up to you to decide how you want to 
spend it. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Well, I think on that point, 
I think that’s a really important kind of call to action to us. 
And the notion of how do we reimagine and how do we act 
toward—that is something that goes beyond the election. 

We need to defeat Donald Trump but we need to actually 
move beyond that to a more equitable society and to actually 
do the kind of work to get there. It does give me hope 
watching the work we have collectively done to change not 
only the narrative but the perception about public education 
and what’s needed. And we’re going to have to do that more 
and more as a union about the economy, which is part of the 
reason why we wanted you to talk with us today in terms of 
the economic issues. 

We often outsource them to other people. We need to 
be talking about the economic issues, the healthcare issues 
more than just the education issues. As important to us as 
K-12 and postsecondary is, we have to talk about the broader 
economic issues, including how you change that power 
balance. 

So thank you, my friend. Thank you for being with us 
today. We really appreciate it. 

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: Thank you so much for having me. 
And thank you to all your members. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: They’re amazing.

MR. GIRIDHARADAS: You keep America learning and 
healthy and safe. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you. 
With that, we had one—as I said to us when I started the 

convention -- it feels like days ago, but when I started the 
convention, I think it was just yesterday, I said one thing that 
I know will happen is that there will be mess-ups. So we had 
a technical glitch before the conversation with Anand. 

We have another video that Evelyn taped earlier. I did tell 
you that it was her birthday, and so she had actually taped a 
welcome video for us, which was not the Puerto Rican video. 
The Puerto Rican video was going to be played later on in the 
convention.

So I want to make sure that Evelyn and others are 
watching. And before I go to the speaker of the House of 
Representatives, who will be with us momentarily, and I will 
introduce the HEROES Act in a minute when I introduce her, 
I’d like to just quickly go to the video that Evy has taped. 

Now, I want people to know, it’s not just Evy’s birthday, 
but Evy was one of the people who has survived COVID-19. 
And it’s been really, really, really tough. I’m so glad that she’s 
with us in video today. 

EVELYN DEJESUS
AFT EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

... Executive Vice President DeJesus addressed 
the delegates via video as follows: 

Hello, AFT sisters and brothers. I am Evelyn DeJesus, and 
it is my great privilege and honor to speak to you as your 
executive vice president. 

Today, I’d like to talk about our brothers and sisters in 
Puerto Rico and how in the AFT we care, we fight and we 
show up for these members. We showed up after hurricanes 
in 2017. We showed up after the earthquakes early this 
year. And now we are fighting together in this COVID-19 
pandemic. 

As a proud Puerto Ricania from New York City, I must 
tell you the island is very close to my heart. I have been on 
the ground with our AFT President Randi Weingarten, with 
our fellow union members in the Asociación de Maestros de 
Puerto Rico, with their wonderful previous president, Aida 
Diaz, and with their new president, my sister, Elba Aponte 
Santos. I have witnessed their pain and their tears, but I’ve 
also witnessed their determination to thrive despite disaster. 

The AFT stood with the AMPR during the ongoing 
political and economic crisis as a corrupt secretary of 
education closed hundreds of schools and tried to charterize 
the rest. 

You know about Operation Agua, which delivered more 
than 100,000 water filters to schools and communities after 
Hurricane Maria. While President Trump made a big show 
of tossing out paper towels, we made sure that every single 
school could provide clean, healthy drinking water. Working 
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with the AFL-CIO, AFT members were part of hundreds of 
nurses and other volunteers who flew to Puerto Rico to aid 
with relief efforts. If the labor movement hadn’t stepped up 
in Puerto Rico, nothing would have been done. 

Then the earthquakes hit. And as the Trump 
administration continued to ignore this massive disaster and 
the devastation it caused, we reached out to AMPR asking 
what they needed, and just five days later the AFT was there. 
No one had a plan to open the schools until we brought tents 
to use as temporary classrooms. No one had a plan to take 
care of emotionally distraught kids who were displaced by 
the earthquakes, until we worked with First Book to bring 
them books so they had something to do during this time. 

Now Puerto Rico is suffering from the pandemic; and yet 
again, the government in San Juan or Washington, D.C. fails 
to care and show up for the people. We are the ones sending 
masks, face shields, and other PPE for nurses and teachers. 

However, the island’s problems didn’t all come from 
hurricanes, earthquakes and COVID. For decades, Puerto 
Ricans have faced horrible economic hardships from 
poorly funded public health and public education systems, 
housing and other public services. The pandemic has 
made everything much worse. Thousands of people are still 
waiting for checks on flood damage claims from Hurricane 
Maria over two years ago. 

You may know the old joke: When the mainland sneezes, 
the island catches a cold. The economic turmoil here has 
sent unemployment rates through the roof. Since President 
Trump doesn’t think Puerto Ricans are Americans, his funds 
have been very slow to reach our fellow citizens. 

As they plan for the new school year, students, teachers 
and families face enormous obstacles. If Puerto Rico were a 
state, it would be the poorest in the union where close to 40 
percent of homes do not have adequate broadband access 
for distance learning. However, AFT and AMPR will stand 
strong with students as they struggle to overcome economic, 
technological and social barriers. We’re not going away. 
The pandemic has put our entire country in turmoil. As 
we rebuild, we must think about the consequences of the 
decisions we make. It is the moment where we must either 
invest in our future or forfeit it. 

We have to decide whether we prioritize public services 
for all of our communities here on the mainland and in 
Puerto Rico, or whether we saddle everything with more 
debt. 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you about a 
place and a people so close to my heart. Gracias.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, Evelyn. I hope a 
lot of people are texting you “Happy Birthday.”  

We have another person who I want to introduce. We 
have within the Democratic Party a whole lot of, as the 
speaker’s staff have just heard, we have a whole lot of 
viewpoints about what to do and how to get things done. 

And she knows that I have said this to her in countless 
meetings, I am a student of history and I was a teacher of 
social studies. There’s actually no one, in my judgment, who 
has actually gotten more done in the complicated ways that 
government operates whether you have the polarization, 
the deep polarization we have today or in the history of 
polarization we’ve had in the country, there’s no one who 
gets things done as much as Speaker Nancy Pelosi in her first 
speakership and now in her second speakership. 

As I said, frankly, in my speech yesterday, Madam 
Speaker, that you did your job in terms of the HEROES Act. 
You also brought the first COVID-19 relief package and the 
second COVID relief package, and tried to make the third 
COVID relief package that was Mitch McConnell’s giveaway 
better and fairer. But you did your job in May to try to get us 
the resources we needed to reopen schools safely. They are 
still dithering, and they are still scoffing and they are still 
undermining, but I want to say to all of our members who 
are watching, we have no better friend and no more effective 
advocate in terms of how we move policy than the speaker of 
the House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi.

CONVERSATION WITH HON. NANCY PELOSI
SPEAKER OF THE U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SPEAKER PELOSI: Thank you very much, Madam 
President. I’ll accept your kind words on behalf of the very 
diverse and beautiful House Democratic Caucus.

Yes, we do have various exuberances within our party, 
but as I say to the members, our diversity is our strength; our 
unity is our power.

Let me just say happy birthday to Evelyn. I’m so glad I got 
to see the film, for whatever scheduling reason. It reminded 
me of being with you, Madam President, in Puerto Rico 
when you were just seeing the convention there and hearing 
and see firsthand not only the challenges but what you, AFT, 
was bringing to the people and the students and the teachers 
of Puerto Rico.

I consider myself probably the president of your fan club, 
but I know other people will compete for that honor. To see 
you in Puerto Rico, to see you virtually, to see you actually 
in California, across the country, in D.C., advocating for 
the children, their teachers, their families, their healthcare 
givers—it’s just a joy to behold. You’re an inspiration. You 
give me hope. I thank you for that.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: We compete with each other 
because I think I am the head of your fan club.

SPEAKER PELOSI: We had a 100 Days town meeting the 
other day, on Sunday. It’s always an honor when you join our 
virtual communication with the world. Thank you for doing 
that once again.
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PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: There’s thousands of people, 
delegates are watching, and this has also been livestreamed. 
There’s been this week this craziness in terms of a Congress. 
I’m not quite sure whether Mitch McConnell actually has a 
position on what to do in terms of COVID recovery; I’m not 
sure that they can put anything together.

What is the state of play right now and, frankly, for all of 
our members who know that they are not going to be able to 
have schools—

Dr. Fauci told us yesterday, even he and others have said 
if we don’t get the resources or if we don’t actually have the 
safeguards in schools, how do we open them for kids? And 
I’m talking about areas that don’t have a surge. I’m talking 
about areas that, you know, that don’t have soap, that don’t 
have open windows.

So what is going on in terms of the HEROES Act? What 
can we do to help you help us? 

SPEAKER PELOSI: Well, first of all, thank you for your 
leadership for our children. With that said, I want to extend 
my condolences to the more than 200 members of the AFT 
who have already lost their lives to COVID-19. It’s really so 
sad, so heartbreaking.

As we mourn the passing of John Lewis, I say it’s a death 
in the family for us in Congress. He would say, and has 
said to me in the last conversations, there’s a death in the 
family of nearly 150,000 American people because of the 
coronavirus that just did not have to happen.

So here we are. Ten weeks ago today, we passed the 
HEROES Act. It is a bill that, again, has three main pillars:

One, honor our heroes: our healthcare workers, our 
teachers, our teachers, our teachers, our first responders, 
our sanitation workers, our food suppliers, transit workers. 
All the people who make the system run, many of whom, as 
you have done, have risked their lives in this crisis; and now 
they may lose their jobs. So we have our first pillar, honor our 
heroes so state and local government can retain the people 
who are providing these services, many of them teachers.

Secondly, open our economy. Open our schools, but you 
cannot do it unless you destroy the virus. That costs money. 
We have a strategic plan which we have had for a long time, 
but once again, even with more money for testing, tracing, 
treating, social distancing, wear the mask, sanitation and the 
rest. There’s a plan. It’s right there. It will save lives.

Third is to put money in the pockets of the American 
people. That is one the fights we’re having right now—over 
the $600—which we think is pathetic of them to resent 
somebody getting $600. They say, “Well, we know some 
people may stay home from work for the $600.”

I said, “Well, you add it up. You have data, I have data. 
You want to say how much you think we’re losing because 
somebody is staying home from work? Let me compare 
that to how much we’re losing because people are abusing 

another part of the COVID recovery, money that is out there 
in bigger doses to big business and the rest.”

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I want to interrupt you there 
for a second. How do you sit in a room with people who say 
that to you? We’ve been asking people a lot, how do you have 
hope in this time?

How do you sit there without wanting to throttle 
somebody? 

SPEAKER PELOSI: Even worse—because I want to come 
back to school.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Sorry.

SPEAKER PELOSI: Even worse, I said to them yesterday, 
“Millions of children in our country are food insecure. 
Families don’t know how to put food on the table. Just 
that one thing you think you would support: food stamps, 
the SNAP program; WIC, Women, Infants, and Children; 
initiatives for food security for our country. Just fake it that 
you care about people in this one place because I, myself, 
cannot understand who you are if you don’t understand we 
have to feed the hungry in our country and the children in 
our country.”

They said, “We think we should give money to food 
banks.” 

I said, “More people are going to food banks than they 
thought would ever go, except to volunteer, but now it’s 
to eat. And they are under-donated, too, for a variety of 
reasons.”

That’s one that gets me. “Feed the children? No.”
I say this very clearly. I said this to my members a 

couple days ago. The position that the Democrats and the 
Republicans are taking on the COVID-19 legislation, the 
coronavirus legislation, the HEROES Act, shows the big 
difference that exists between Democrats and Republicans. 
They are there for the special interests and let it trickle down. 
If something does, it will be good; if it doesn’t, so be it. That’s 
the free market.

Versus the Democrats which is the bubble-up party. How 
do we meet the needs of America’s working families? How 
do we do it? By putting money in their pockets in a time of 
this economic shift. How do we address the disparity and 
how the coronavirus is affecting communities of color and 
economically disadvantaged areas in a much more horrible 
way? 

How do they say, which they have said, “We’re not doing 
state and local”?

We’re saying, “Yes, you are. You just don’t know it yet. 
You have to. You have to. You want these people to be fired 
and go on unemployment insurance? Is that saving you any 
money? What is it doing to the needs of our children?”  

People ask me, “What do you think the three most 
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important issues are in the Congress?”  I always say the 
same thing. For over 30 years, I’ve said the same thing: 
“Our children, our children, our children.”  Their health, 
their education, the economic security of their families. A 
safe—and that means gun safety—a gun-safe environment, 
a clean environment in which they can succeed, thrive in a 
world at peace in which they can succeed. It’s always about 
the children. And no one cares more about the children than 
our teachers, our custodians, our healthcare workers who 
minister to their needs.

Here we are. They come out with this plan. When we had 
$100 billion in our plan, we knew it wasn’t enough but we 
had to get a bill passed. I said to Randi, “You’ll be there in 
the negotiation at the table with us when we try to get more 
money.”

They came in and said, “We’ve met you, and we added $5 
billion more.”

Well, here’s what they do, though. In their money—which 
is really a hell of a nerve, if you’ll pardon my French—they 
have 105.5 to governors. OK; 70 goes to K through 12; 29 goes 
to higher education, and 1 billion goes to Native American 
governments, etc.

But of the 70 billion, 7—20 billion go to all schools, public 
and private, some distribution; 7 goes to private—just 
private. Then $46 billion—$46 billion—goes to help schools 
which are reopening actually. Only.

What are they thinking? You think they would say safety 
first.

Let’s back up from there. How do we use resources to 
open our schools safely with actually distance learning, 
hybrid, whatever it is. What could they be thinking to say that 
“Half of the money we’re giving you’re not getting unless you 
are opening actually.”

Actually more than half, 46 of the 70. Again, 7 of it going to 
private school exclusively.

It’s a Betsy DeVos plan. She said, “Children should take 
risks. Astronauts take risks.”

A press person at the White House said, “We cannot let 
science stand in the way of education and sending kids to 
school.”

This is about health. There’s an answer. Testing, tracing, 
treating, distancing. There’s an answer. There’s a way to open 
schools. It takes money, but money spent the right way, 
and that means the health of the children, the health of the 
teachers, custodians, health—whoever else is involved in 
opening our schools.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: And we still need that 
money for schools that can open in person initially, like in 
your city of San Francisco, in L.A., in Houston, Atlanta. We 
need money for digital equipment. We need money for kids 
who don’t have—we need money for connectivity, we need 
money for the PD to make remote better. We need money for 
food insecurity.

So this whole notion of luring by money as opposed to 
ensuring the health and safety is just—it’s so—it’s cockeyed. 
This notion, as you just said, of science, which is how you 
open, which is how you tackle a virus, when did it become 
the obstacle? I’m a social studies teacher. I know that.

I know we have to leave soon.
I want to make sure our members see this, just like you 

said. You were in Puerto Rico. You’ve been in these hot spots. 
You’ve walked the walk with us. We’ve seen that for the last 
two years in terms of—or the last year and a half in terms 
of what the House has done. The George Floyd Policing 
Act, H.R. 1, the work in terms of trying to make sure that 
unions—that working people—can actually negotiate, can 
actually have more power.

All the prescription drugs, so many of the policies, 
frankly—we just talked about in the earlier session—you 
actually have passed out of the House of Representatives. I 
know this is top of the mind right now.

What would happen if you had partners in government? 
What would happen if Joe Biden got elected or that Chuck 
Schumer became the majority leader because there were a 
majority of the Democratic senators? 

Tell our members what would happen if you had some 
partners.

SPEAKER PELOSI: Let me first say, before we leave 
the HEROES Act, that Bobby Scott, our chairman of the 
Committee on Education and Labor, whom you know well 
and who admires you so much, he has basically said if you 
want to help the schools, you have to help state and local 
government because that’s where most of the money comes 
from. That’s one of the fights we’re having with them. They 
don’t want to do that.

So the money for schools is one piece of it, but that’s the 
federal piece. The state and local piece is over 90 percent of 
it, and they want to diminish that.

They don’t believe in governance, and they don’t believe 
in science. They don’t care about science that teaches them 
something; then they don’t have to do anything about it. 
That’s great because they don’t believe in doing anything 
about it.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: We didn’t take the bait 
of them saying, “105, it’s over the hundred, therefore you 
should be grateful.”

We said, “Yeah, let’s see what the poison pills are.”  One of 
the poison pills is the absence of any state and local funding 
as well as this diversion of more than a disproportionate 
share to the private schools.

SPEAKER PELOSI: And your friend, Chuck Schumer, 
has us up to like $400 billion thanks to you. He’s been 
saying to them, “That was 10 weeks ago.” That didn’t take 
into consideration opening the schools, it didn’t take into 
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consideration the spread of the virus because, the fact is, 
opening up schools is related to how you contain the spread 
of the virus in certain communities.

He’s been out there. He said, it was one then, it’s $400 
billion now.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Because of all the child care 
money that we need as well. K-12, higher ed and the child 
care money.

SPEAKER PELOSI: I just spoke on the floor on the child 
care saying that’s transformative. People cannot go to work 
if they don’t have anybody to take care of the children. Our 
slogan in San Francisco is “Children Learning, Parents 
Earning.”  They go together.

I have a granddaughter in public school in San Francisco. 
I have a son-in-law who teaches in public school in Arizona. 
I have it from the teacher’s side and from the student’s 
side. Concern among classmates or fellow teachers is: Is it 
going to be safe? I’m very worried about my son-in-law. He 
teaches children with disabilities, and he has a passion for 
it and wants to get back. As you know, when Arizona, some 
teachers died not even in communication with students, but 
just trying to make sure the classroom was ready.

Ninety-seven days from now, America will engage in 
the peaceful transfer of power, which we’re very proud of 
in our democracy. Anybody who tells you that there’s not a 
big difference between Democrats and Republicans has not 
spent a day in the Congress of the United States.

The vast difference, the chasm between us, it’s like the 
difference between—well, [Arnold] Toynbee talked about 
it. In the study of civilization, societies are formed, some are 
there for the flowering of the whole society so that everyone 
can succeed. Others are there just for the power and the 
money. When we exist in the same society, it causes a schism 
of the political soul. That’s what we have now, a schism 
between the Democrats and the Republicans.

So when we win on Election Day—and we must—I don’t 
know if I’m allowed to say anything political here.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: With us you can.

SPEAKER PELOSI: From a constitutional standpoint, 
when the peaceful transfer of power takes place that day, it 
is essential that we hold our House and grow our number. 
In doing so, we want to win the Senate because it’s very 
important, not only for policy and budget, but also for the 
courts. You see what they have done packing the courts with 
anti-attitudes. Then, of course, to win the Electoral College to 
elect Joe Biden President of the United States.

Meanwhile, with all of this—six months ago, we never 
heard of the coronavirus. Three months ago, we never heard 
of George Floyd, bless his heart; we miss him. A couple 

weeks ago, we lost our John Lewis. There’s a lot going on. 
This negotiation where our values are so completely different 
in terms of who we are here to serve: the special interests or 
the people’s interests. That’s just the way it is.

But we don’t agonize —as you and I say to each other all 
the time—we don’t agonize, we organize. You know what 
else? We unionize. That will have the biggest difference in 
ending the disparity of income inequity in our country, 
is if we can continue to organize in a way for collective 
bargaining, for safety in the workplace. You know the list 
better than I.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I want to say something 
to you and to those who are still watching who may have 
watched the last panel. The one thing you do—it’s not 
just about seeing the differences between Democrats and 
Republicans, it’s that the work, the bills that you are actually 
able to whip and get passed because you have quite—you 
know, there’s a big difference in your conference in terms 
of—and the overwhelming nature in which you’ve gotten 
these bills passed, they do rewrite the rules. They do 
change the power of balance. H.R.1 will create a more fairer 
democracy if we can get that through the Senate.

The George Floyd policing bill will create more equity and 
will attack racial discrimination. The bill’s about unions and 
having that balance in power.

Part of what I think we also have to do is we have to be 
better explainers about how the kind of work in government 
can rewrite the rules. But the work that you have done—and 
I’ve watched it this year—if we could get those things passed, 
that would change the power balance so that workers and 
working families had more—not just more power but a 
better life than they have right now.

SPEAKER PELOSI: I appreciate your saying that.
Let me say whatever the differences of opinion we have 

in our caucus, they are very, very small compared to the 
difference between Democrats and Republicans in the 
Congress.

Actually, I say to Republicans, “Take back your party. This 
isn’t who you are. This is a cult; this is a very damaging group 
of people who really don’t believe, again, in science; don’t 
believe in governance; and really don’t care. They just really 
don’t care.”

Let’s just say this: That’s their problem. Our hope is and 
our opportunity is in the beautiful diversity of America. They 
are afraid—these people, some of them here—they are afraid 
of newcomers, they are afraid of people who don’t look like 
them. They are afraid of diversity, they’re afraid of women, 
they’re afraid of LGBTQ because they have their own 
insecurities. That’s their problem.

We don’t agonize. We organize, we unionize. And we 
will win. But we all have to get out the vote. People have to 
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understand that.
Whether you’re Democrat or Republican, make sure 

whoever you vote for knows what you care about so that 
not only is your voice heard by your vote, but by your views 
being made known to those in office. If they want your 
support, they have to respect your concerns.

Thank you so much.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you so much. Thank 
you for being with us today.

SPEAKER PELOSI: It’s good being with you always. Thank 
you so much. Thank you for your extraordinary leadership. 
I know you personally. I know your parents, I know your 
wife, I see you personally, I see you politically, I see you 
organizationally.

I never want to follow Randi on the platform. She’s just 
too dazzling.

Thank you all, to all of your members, to each and every 
one of you. Thank you.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you for being with us 
today.

SPEAKER PELOSI: My pleasure. Thank you.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: That, my friends, was Nancy 
Pelosi.

I know we are running out of time. We have a video from 
Chuck Schumer, which I would like to play; and then we’re 
going to adjourn until 2:30.

But thanks, everybody, for this morning. Remember what 
I said, in a virtual conference there’s going to be something 
that messes up technologically, but thank you for being with 
us and giving me that grace to be able to do mix and match 
and be a little bit later than we thought.

With that, I’ll see you all at 2:30. Let’s play the video from 
Sen. Schumer.

 
HON. CHARLES SCHUMER
U.S. SENATE (D) NEW YORK

... Sen. Chuck Schumer addressed the delegates 
via video as follows:

Hello, AFT. This is Sen. Chuck Schumer, and I hope first 
all of you are healthy and safe during your 86th biennial 
convention.

Thank you to my dear, dear friend. She’s like a sister to 
me, and that is your president, Randi Weingarten. We have 
known each other for 40 years as we both climbed up the 
ladder in New York. I want to thank Randi for giving me the 
opportunity to share a brief message.

To every single member of the AFT, to every school 

worker, to every teacher, to everyone who has dedicated 
their life to public education, thank you, thank you, thank 
you for the work you do.

My kids were educated in public schools in New York 
City. They got a great education, as did I. I would not be 
sitting here talking to you if not for many dedicated teachers 
in New York public schools who helped me so much along 
the way.

Now we’re less than a month away before the school year 
begins, likely under the most difficult circumstances of our 
lifetimes.

The disgrace of Donald Trump saying, “You have to open 
or we’re going to cut off funds.”

What planet is he living on? Hurting millions and 
millions of children, hundreds of thousands of teachers and 
education workers for his own petty, political, nasty agenda.

When states opened too early a few months ago, it set 
off another stage of this disease. We will not—not—repeat 
that same mistake when it comes to our teachers and our 
students. To prepare for the fall, we need to make sure all 
of our schools have the resources they need to keep our 
teachers, our staff and our students safe. Senate Democrats 
are shoulder to shoulder with you. We will stand with you 
every single step of the way.

I worked with Randi to put together the CCCERA 
[Coronavirus Child Care and Education Relief Act] 
legislation, which Patty Murray and I have introduced. We 
are fighting hard to get it in a final COVID bill. We will work 
hard to make sure you have the funding, the technology, 
the PPE, and other supplies necessary to continue teaching 
our children without needlessly putting yourselves or your 
students in harm’s way.

As I speak to you right now, Democrats are hard at work 
making sure that Congress finally passes desperately needed 
COVID relief policies that we outlined in the HEROES Act, 
including funding for state and local governments to keep 
public service employees like teachers on the job, including 
help for the unemployed, for our hospitals, our medical 
workers.

Sadly, our Republican colleagues can’t seem to get it 
together. They would rather help the big corporations. It’s a 
shame—a shame—that McConnell’s number one thing he 
wants in this bill is immunity for big corporations when they 
put a worker’s health in jeopardy. Disgraceful.

Finally, to everyone who is working hard to bring change 
to our country this year, thank you. We need you in the 
months ahead.

I promise you that we will get through this pandemic 
together. Democrats will stand with you every step of the 
way.

Until we can see each other again in person, may you all 
be safe and healthy wherever you may be.

God bless the teachers, God bless this great union, and 
God bless the United States of America.
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 ... A video presentation regarding the HEROES Act was 
shown to the delegates.

  At 1:21 p.m. EDT, the Convention recessed, to reconvene 
at 2:30 p.m. EDT.
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PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Hi, everybody. We are in 
order. Oh, God, this is like what happens when—I know a lot 
of people have told me they like my jacket. Thank you. It was 
a pre-COVID jacket. I try to always get a jacket or two new for 
a year, but I’m glad you like this one. 

This is also our new mask from the AFT. There’s a filter 
in there. You can see the AFT on there, and you see that our 
parliamentarian has a new mask, too. 

We’re actually, even though we are six feet away from 
each other, we really believe and I know—I don’t know if 
Andy Pallotta is on or not, but we’ve had this debate in New 
York for the last several weeks. We really believe that to make 
sure things are safe that we have to be both six feet away 
from each other and wear masks. 

When I gave my speech, we were well beyond six feet 
from the cameraman. We were about, I don’t know, Mr. 
Cameraman, what were we, like 10 feet or 15 feet away from 
each other? Fifteen feet away. Because we really want to 
make sure that people are safe. 

So welcome to our afternoon session. I thank all of you for 
your indulgence. This is new for all of us. And probably—yes, 
as Andy just wrote to me, “it’s and is the word. Not mask or 
social distancing, it’s mask and social distancing.”  

So that is what we are trying to practice here. 
What you see on this desk—I just want people to know—

is that there is a room, you know, we’re in this studio in 
Virginia. There is a room, again people are socially distanced. 
There is actually cellophane between the various pieces to 
make sure people are safe. But it is literally many, many, 
many, many, many, many feet away. 

So I am trying to communicate with that room through, 
you know, through text and things like that. So if I look rude 
sometimes and I’m looking like I’m listening to someone 
through my earpiece from that room or I’m looking at who 
is next in one of the rooms, it’s just because I am trying to 
figure out whether we’ve got somebody ‘s mike on or didn’t 
get somebody’s mike on or things like that. 

But what we’ve tried to do is we’ve tried to get rid of some 
of the kinks in the armor that happened or some of the kinks 
that happened yesterday. Literally, you want to speak in 
favor of something, go to the In Favor Room. You want to 
speak against something, go to the Against Room. You have a 
procedural issue, go to the Procedural Room. And you’ll see 

that the chairs, instead of being in an In Favor and Against 
Room, they’re in a separate room in terms of calling the 
Chairs Room so that we can get the chairs on without getting 
them in and out of those other rooms. That’s what we’re 
going to try to do. 

We’re trying to make sure that people tell me the name of 
somebody who’s about to speak so I don’t have to, because 
I don’t know every delegate’s name. I know many delegates’ 
names, but I don’t know everybody’s name. So I want to be 
able to say, you know, delegate at the In Favor Room, please 
speak. But if somebody can give me the name beforehand, 
even though they need to state their name for the record, it 
would just be nicer. 

So with that, Mr. Parliamentarian, anything else that we 
need to be schooled in for today? 

PARLIAMENTARIAN: I think we’re ready to go. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Great. 
I suspect that today, because today is really the only day 

we can do it, if there are any special orders, they’ve got to 
come in today for tomorrow because it has to be the next 
session—the Special Order, if it is going to be in order, has to 
be for the next session. 

So I have been told that there may be a DACA one that’s 
coming in. It looked to me, I saw it earlier, it looked to me like 
it was timely. It looked to me like it was completely relevant 
because of what Trump did about DACA yesterday, even 
after we won the Supreme Court decision, which, frankly, we 
were one of the first plaintiffs of that decision. I don’t know 
if Karen Reyes is here or not today, but Trump is actually 
trying to pull the rug out of our Dreamers once again with 
his memo yesterday. So it did appear like that was not only 
timely, new, even though the resolutions are very similar. So 
I would expect that we would get that today. I don’t know if 
we’ll get anything else. 

But with that, remember we’re going in reverse order. We 
did Constitutional Amendments. We did Schools, Colleges 
and Support Staff. We did the Public Services Committee. 

So now we are at the Political Action/Legislative 
Committee, and its chair is Andrew Spar. Let me ask Andrew 
Spar to address the convention.

The Convention was called to order at 2:47 p.m. EDT, President Weingarten presiding.

Afternoon Business Session
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Convention business—discussion of resolutions—
continued.

  At 5:52 p.m. EDT, Wednesday, July 29, 2020, the 
Convention recessed, to reconvene at 11:00 a.m. EDT, 
Thursday, July 30, 2020.
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VICE PRESIDENT INGRAM: Good morning, fellow AFT 
members and delegates. My name is Fedrick Ingram. I am 
the proud president of the Florida Education Association 
and the more than 150,000 educators united in their mission 
to ensure success for Florida’s students and public schools.

We opened our convention with the dulcet tones of 
the PS22 Chorus from Staten Island singing the national 
anthem, and we will close with them as well. Just wait until 
you hear from them and their chorus director, UFT member 
Gregg Breinberg at the end of this session.

As a former band director, the chorus’ performance 
warmed my heart and demonstrated perfectly how 
important music and art education is to connecting all of us 
even when we must stay physically far apart.

Now more than ever, we need the arts—visual, vocal, 
theater and instrumental just to name a few—to be a part 
of a well-rounded, high-quality public education for all 
students. 

But don’t just take my word for it. In February 2019, 
the Brookings Institution reported on a large study they 
conducted that provided empirical evidence that arts 
education makes a big impact on students’ academic, social 
and emotional outcomes. They also said what we all know—
students who are exposed to the arts have substantially 
higher writing scores, fewer discipline infractions, and can 
think about things in new and creative ways.

And speaking of creative, let’s give it up for educators 
like Gregg and thousands of others just like him across the 
country that have pushed themselves to the limit and gotten 
very creative to find ways to help their students stay engaged 
and motivated during this pandemic. While we all know 
that in-person learning is best, educators are continuing to 
make sure that their students are growing and thriving while 
staying safe. 

Not only are we teaching our kids how to solve problems 
in real time, we are instilling in them the grit and resilience 
that will help them persevere and get through this crisis. But, 
as my colleague Melissa Cropper from the Ohio Federation 
of Teachers said so well while we were on a telephone town 

hall with Dr. Jill Biden and Sen. Elizabeth Warren a few 
weeks ago, “While educators are indeed miracle workers, we 
cannot bring our colleagues back to life.”

This is why, led by our indomitable leader AFT President 
Randi Weingarten, we are fighting to put the measures in 
place to safely reopen our schools, keeping in mind the 
safety and health of educators and staff, students and our 
communities. Educators, like healthcare professionals and 
public employees, are miracle workers, the unsung heroes 
and, yes, the academic first responders. 

So let’s welcome one of our own. Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
who not only is a Pulitzer Prize-winning composer and 
huge proponent of arts education but, did you know, also a 
teacher.

Please join me in welcoming Lin-Manuel Miranda talking 
with Randi Weingarten about arts, education, and so much 
more. Thank you. 

... The following video conversation was shown 
to the delegates:

CONVERSATION WITH 
LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: So you know, I don’t get 
nervous at many things, but speaking to you gives me so 
many jitters because I’m with, you know, royalty, education 
royalty, music royalty, civics royalty. You kind of rolled all of 
that into one. You’ve made civics cool. You’ve done it in a 
way that everybody now wants to know who Hamilton is. 

As a social studies teacher who tried to teach the 
Revolution in all sorts of different ways, when I see my 
students and cousins and friends’ kids all say, “We’re 
stopping everything to watch Hamilton,” it’s pretty 
remarkable. 

So how are you? 

LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA: I’m good. First of all, that’s 
very kind of you to say. I didn’t mean to. I am a musical 

Thursday, July 30, 2020
The Convention was called to order at 11:00 a.m. EDT, Vice President Ingram presiding.

Morning General Session
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theater songwriter, and in a history book I saw a story worth 
telling that I thought my genre was uniquely suited to tell. 
And everything else, I think, has been a sort of interesting 
byproduct of that. 

I had the good fortune of great social studies teachers. In 
fact, I think the first thing I learned about Hamilton was from 
writing a paper on him in 11th grade for Irving Steinfink. 
Justice Kagan’s brother, Mr. Kagan, was a social studies 
teacher at my high school. And in fact, their mother was my 
fifth-grade teacher. So I owe a lot to teachers. 

It was an eighth-grade teacher who sort of pushed—
nudged—me from writing angsty poetry in the back of 
my eighth-grade notebook to writing plays for school, Dr. 
Rembert Herbert, and I’ll always be in his debt for that. 

I’m good. I have a 5-year-old and a 2-year-old. The last 
half of this academic school year was figuring out how to do 
kindergarten via Zoom and supplementing that with our 
own sort of home schooling. We’ll figure out whatever the 
next phase is for first grade in the fall. But we’re good and, 
knock wood, everyone is healthy and isolated and wearing a 
mask when we go outside. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Fabulous. Yeah, we’re all 
into the mask-up. 

So we are really grateful, Lin-Manuel, for you joining us in 
our convention. Our conventions have been about looking 
at the future, trying to reimagine a better society. And 
there is no better person to talk to because of lots of things 
that probably my members don’t even know about you. 
Everybody knows about Hamilton, the musical. Everybody 
knows about many of the other things you have now done 
movie-wise, play-wise. 

But I’d like to spend a little bit of time talking to you about 
things that educators and nurses and my other members 
may not know much about. So you taught English at your 
alma mater which, by the way, was Hunter College High 
School, a public high school that’s run by both CUNY and 
the New York City Board of Education. 

So tell us, what was the most important thing to you about 
teaching? 

LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA: Well, I loved teaching. You 
know, I went to college and I studied film and theater 
and got a degree in theater. And there’s not exactly a clear 
pathway for what you do for a career when you have a degree 
in theater. 

So I—you know, like I mentioned, I called my eighth-
grade English teacher, Dr. Rembert Herbert, and said, “Hey, 
I’m graduating and moving back to New York with a degree 
in theater. And my goal is to write …, but no one is paying 
me to write that anytime soon. Are there substitute teaching 
opportunities at Hunter?”  

And he said, “I’ll do you one better.”  And there was a 
part-time English position open. So my first year out of 

college, I was teaching seventh-grade English where I had 
just graduated four years prior. Nothing can prepare you for 
the light speed way in which your life changes. And our high 
school goes seventh grade through 12th grade. There were 
kids there who remembered me as a senior, and suddenly 
I have a tie on and I’m Mr. Miranda. Thank goodness I 
wasn’t teaching them, because how on earth could they take 
me seriously? This former senior now with a tie on is Mr. 
Miranda. 

But I think the biggest thing I learned was—the biggest 
misconception I had going into teaching was, oh, I’ve got 
this theater degree, I’ve got a lot of experience in theater, and 
teaching is performing. I couldn’t have been more wrong. 
I invariably found the more I listened, the less I spoke, the 
more effective I was as a teacher. And I found that the magic 
of teaching really is introducing an idea—and I actually, I 
see it more with the games I play with my 2-year-old son. 
I introduce an idea like it’s a balloon and I throw the ball 
in the air and my goal is just to keep the ball in the air, 
that balloon in the air. And the ideas and insights that the 
students have are so much more enriching and they learn 
so much from each other than they could learn from me 
holding forth. 

That was the biggest lesson that I learned. Really fell in 
love with introducing the idea with just the right spin on 
the ball to make them really kind of take it to the next level 
and teach each other and challenge each other. English was 
the perfect sort of medium for me. We read great books, 
we wrote great poetry, we performed Shakespeare. It was a 
dream job.

So I ran for my life because I saw the version of my life 
where I am a very happy English teacher and I never finish 
writing In the Heights and I never finish writing that play. 
I stepped away from full-time teaching for the far more 
insecure path of sometime-substitute teacher and not 
knowing if someone was going to get sick or have a maternity 
leave or if I could pay the rent.

Following my dream. I have infinite regard for teachers. 
It’s the second love of my life.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Let me ask you one history 
teaching question, which is if you were teaching freshmen 
next year, or in a few weeks, freshman English, either 
seventh-, eighth- or ninth-graders, what book would you 
assign?

LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA: That’s a great question.
I can tell you my favorite book from freshman year, 

because I remember it. I had a wonderful freshman year 
English teacher named Ms. Johnson. The book that changed 
my life was I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya 
Angelou. It was—it is an incredible book. It’s an incredible 
first-person narrative.

I’m the kind of person who, if I fall in love with a book, I 
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go immediately to the library and read everything else that 
author has ever written. So that was a gateway. To read Maya 
Angelou’s life story is to go down so many tributaries of 
American history.

One of my favorite biographies of hers—
I read I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, devoured it the 

first or second night. They assigned two or three chapters 
at the time, but I ate it up because I was in love with her 
writing. I read her poetry, read her books.

The one that sticks with me, because it still resonates in 
my life, is the biography in which she talks about being a 
performer. She toured with the first European production 
of Porgy and Bess as a soloist dancer, and for her to see how 
her Blackness was received in Europe versus the United 
States in which she had grown up, and how they were 
sort of ambassadors in this way. I think about that all the 
time because we have five companies of Hamilton, and 
they are filled with the most incredible creative artists and 
performers and writers.

I’m always thinking, I’ve got at least three Maya Angelous 
in this company, and I’m the first line in their resume. I 
might be a chapter in that actor’s biography someday, the 
opportunity of performing this show at this time, and we 
take that really seriously.

I always think of it through the prism of Maya Angelou 
and how the world opened up to her because her life as a 
performer opened all these vistas to her.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Tell us a little bit about Ham 
online, and how you see this civics program using Hamilton, 
how you see the importance of it to American students.

LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA: Absolutely. I think Hamilton’s 
greatest fans and Hamilton’s greatest critics would agree, 
there’s only so much you can fit into a 2 1/2-hour musical. 
We just couldn’t get it all. I could write six musicals about 
Hamilton, all touching on different parts of his life, and still 
not get it all.

The beginning of it is the realization that Hamilton is 
not a teaching curriculum; it’s a show. It’s a musical. What 
it does, because it’s a compelling story and a compelling 
narrative, I think the secret sauce in it is me learning this 
stuff—speaking of teaching—a chapter ahead of writing it to 
be in the show. I didn’t know any of this stuff before I started 
writing the musical.

But what it does do is it is this pinprick of curiosity about 
the stories, about the founding era, about the late 1700s, and 
what EduHam seeks to do is basically fan that curiosity into 
a flame. It encourages students to write their own poetry or 
music or scenes or essays based on other people in history 
that may have been overlooked that they haven’t learned 
about necessarily in their curriculum.

It has primary sources. One of the things it does is it 
challenges the students to look to the primary sources and 

get inspiration from those in the same way that I sort of 
weave Hamilton quotes and pieces of Hamilton’s story into 
our musical. That’s the most exciting thing for me—it’s all 
promise, and it’s all just awakening curiosity and finding 
inspiration in history.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I have a couple more 
questions. One is because of your passion for Puerto Rico, 
your family’s passion for Puerto Rico, we now represent the 
largest union in Puerto Rico, the education union, AMPR.

What made you bring Hamilton to the island, and what 
made you bring it to the island when you did? 

LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA: The goal was always to bring 
it to the island. All I ever wanted at the end of the day is for 
Puerto Rico to be proud of me. As someone whose parents 
are from there but grew up here, I feel like a kid bringing my 
artwork home from school. “Can you put this up?”  I feel like 
I’m putting my artwork on the refrigerator.

It doesn’t feel real to me until I brought it to Puerto Rico. 
That’s true of In the Heights and certainly true of Hamilton. 
But Hamilton also came at a time when Puerto Rico was 
still recovering from Hurricane Maria. And often what gets 
forgotten in recovery efforts is the arts. And like we said 
earlier in our conversation, the arts are essential and the arts 
are such a part of the culture and the lifeblood of the island.

So we really targeted, with Hamilton, let’s raise money 
for artists and artistic organizations because they don’t 
get—they get forgotten in relief efforts. First it’s life-or-death 
stuff, it’s getting the lights back on, it’s getting water back. 
Also, there are so many brilliant artists, and they also have 
something to contribute to the island.

By bringing my arts to Puerto Rico, I wanted to help 
artists on the island and fund their efforts.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: And you have. The 
philanthropy work that the foundation has done has been 
profound, and it’s been long-lasting, and you hear it from 
young adults on the island, which I have heard from them 
and from their teachers.

But it also raises the issue of politics, what, as you know, 
your dad, Luis, and I have been making and creating good 
trouble for probably almost as many years as you’ve been 
alive. I feel sometimes like I’ve roamed with the dinosaurs.

But what your father has done has been to ensure that 
there is a real political presence because, without politics, 
we don’t make change. So we’ve been working on the Latino 
Victory Fund. He has persuaded me, and with the clout of 
the AFT, to be on that board. As part of what we wanted to 
do, because politics and protest, policy, making a better life, 
all are kind of in the mix together.

So I’m honored today to announce that we will be doing 
a $50,000 contribution to Latino Victory because we know 
the live presence of Latinos and Latinas have to be in the 
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Congress.

LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA: That’s fantastic. Thank you so 
much. We have never had a president that has demonized 
our people more, Latinos, in the United States. That doesn’t 
change without a voice in the halls of power. So thank you 
for contributing to that effort.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: You’re welcome. Thank you 
for everything that you’ve done.

Which leads me to one last question.
There’s lots of not-for-profit work that you’ve been 

involved in, including getting people to register to vote, and 
all of that is really, really, really important. But the question 
becomes, because we can be political at this moment, who 
do you think should be the next president of the United 
States? Do you have an opinion on that? 

LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA: Yeah. I’m voting for Joe 
because our democracy is at stake. I think we have had four 
years of the perils of someone with no experience at the 
wheel. And we’ve just seen it’s so much worse than everyone 
feared. I’m voting for Joe.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Let me ask you one final 
question, which is we’re in the middle of three crises made 
worse by this president: the pandemic, finally reckoning 
with racism, and the economic crisis. People are scared, 
people want hope. What gives you hope?

LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA: What gives me hope is 
the same thing that kept me teaching is actually these 
students themselves. You know, if you see these incredible 
demonstrations where people are handing out sanitizer 
and wearing masks, the overwhelming majority of which 
are peaceful. These kids are leading the way. It’s the same 
insight I had when I walked into a classroom thinking I had 
to perform for them, and I go, “Oh, no. I’m going to learn so 
much more from them than they’re going to learn from me.”

My job is to keep the ball in the air and to have their 
backs. That’s a lot of what I’m doing now and what gives me 
hope, is listening. Because of the pandemic and because 
nothing is business as usual in this moment, I think we’re 
seeing a real reimagining of what the world can be. It won’t 
be easy to get there.

But these students are the ones that are inspiring me 
every day, and they give me hope.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you so much, Lin-
Manuel. Thank you for everything you’ve done and will do. 
Thank you for sharing some time with us.

LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA: Thank you to all of your 

members and thank you. Listen, we talk about essential 
workers a lot, but teachers are superheroes on superheroes 
on superheroes. You’re routinely asked to do the impossible. 
It shouldn’t be this hard. As a parent, as a teacher, I’m just 
enormously grateful. It’s great to get this moment to say 
thank you to each of you.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Fabulous. Be safe.

LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA: Thank you. You too.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, everyone. Good 
morning. Thank you for joining us on our last day. I will not 
sing Hamilton, but it was so cool to be able to interview Lin-
Manuel. If you haven’t seen In the Heights, if you haven’t 
seen Hamilton, the work that he’s done, the stories he told, 
I hope it makes people feel embraced and loved by people 
who have lots and lots and lots of air time in the United 
States these days.

There’s so much more to do today, and we’ve gotten so 
many kind of comments about this virtual convention, this 
kind of new land that we’re in. We will do a whole debrief 
afterward to figure out what we did right and what we 
did wrong. Hopefully, though, we will be together for our 
next convention, not doing it virtually but actually doing 
it together, shoulder to shoulder, hand in hand, mask or 
maskless.

There she is!  I was about to transition to another dear 
friend, Diane Ravitch.

Before I talk about Diane for a second, you heard Lin-
Manuel talk about Puerto Rico. I really had the honor of 
seeing Hamilton in Puerto Rico when he performed it there. 
But there is yet another tropical storm that is going through 
the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico right now. It is causing 
massive power outages. Our Puerto Rican delegates from 
AMPR—they told me this this morning—I said, “Don’t!  
Please, be safe!”  But they are driving to places on the island 
that still have power so they can participate in this session 
and in the business session that follows.

So to my AMPR family, to our AMPR family, if you’re 
watching, first, be safe. Second, we are sending our love. 
Evelyn and I are sending our love to you. We’re sending 
everything we can possibly send to be safe.

Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands have been through 
a lot. We passed this great resolution yesterday about the 
Green New Deal, but, please, look at what has happened in 
terms of climate issues in the last few years. We see them one 
more time at the epicenter. Hurricanes, earthquakes, now 
another tropical storm on top of COVID-19.

How much can one island take? How much can people 
take?

I want to thank Fed for that beautiful introduction, and I 
want to thank Lin-Manuel, again, for his candidness and his 
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sharing. You see that passion of his work, the passion for the 
arts, and the passion for civics and using the arts as a way 
of engagement, using the arts as a way not as an end but as 
a means, and the passion for English and the passion for 
students. We are all huge fans. Or I should say I am a huge 
fan. My family is a huge fan. We are really, really grateful that 
he was with us.

We’re really grateful for another person who has been a 
friend of ours for let’s say [mumbled on purpose] decades, 
we could even say for generations, and that is Diane Ravitch. 
You’ve heard me ask many of our speakers, what makes 
you hopeful? What gives you hope in the future? We asked 
that of Dr. Fauci on Tuesday night as well. We asked that of 
the Black Lives Matter panel. But I think that this is going 
to be—I hope it’s going to be—both an honest and hopeful 
conversation about what’s happened in the last few years, 
both the lessons and the changes, victories of the last few 
years, meaning looking at what the right wing tried to do to 
demonize teachers, what they tried to do to undermine and 
demonize teacher unions, what they tried to do in terms of 
instead of actually focusing on the best interest of children, 
focusing on a penalty-based and competition-based strategy 
using testing and accountability, using teacher evaluation.

What does it mean in terms of the strikes? What has 
happened in the last few years, how that has changed, 
how the activism has changed the narrative. How we have 
broken through on, frankly, something that has always been 
true, which is teachers have always cared about what their 
children and our students need, but it has broken through in 
some ways, the vehicle of the strikes and the sacrifice of the 
strikes made that happen.

So this conversation will be wide-ranging between Diane 
and Stacy Davis Gates and Tega Toney and myself. But 
before we do that, I want to do one thing quickly.

If we were together in Houston, it would have had an 
even bigger impact because our dear friend and professor 
and historian of education, Diane Ravitch, grew up in 
Houston. We talked very soon after we had decided to be in 
Houston about whether or not Diane would speak to us from 
Houston. We just had Lin-Manuel talk about his family’s 
roots in Puerto Rico; Diane is from Houston. She joins us at 
this panel discussion after she has written more books than 
I can count, after she has really helped change the frame of 
what has happened in terms of public education. Historians 
give perspective and context. They also often are a mirror.

So given everything that Diane has done for more 
than 40 years, been a champion of public education, a 
stalwart fighter against privatization of public schools, a 
steadfast advocate of the professionalism of educators, it 
felt appropriate that when more than 75 percent of the K-12 
teachers are women, that Diane Ravitch, who is and has 
been on the frontline of all of these issues for more time than 
we know—

She was on the frontline at the picket line in the rain in 

Los Angeles. She has spoken with her blog and her Twitter 
feed and in the creation of the NPE about all of these issues.

She did an op-ed with me. I’ll never forget how when 
Michael Bloomberg started basically running roughshod 
over the then board of education in the New York City school 
system, she and I talked, I think, late that night after that 
hearing, and we decided to do an op-ed together that the 
New York Times accepted.

She speaks truth to power. She does not sugarcoat the 
fact that women are still underpaid, undervalued and 
underrepresented even though they do some of the most 
important work in the country. She currently, correctly, 
points out the crisis we’re facing in public education is 
not because of a crisis of academic achievement, but 
rather a concerted effort to destroy our public schools and 
undermine the teaching profession. You don’t have any 
better examples of that than Donald Trump and Betsy DeVos 
and what they have tried to do in the last few weeks on the 
whole issue of reopening schools.

So for all these reasons, and for so many more, it felt that 
we should really not have Diane at yet another conference 
where she was sharing her teaching with us, but that 
we would present to Diane Ravitch, our dear friend, my 
personal good friend for years and years and years, but our 
collective good friend, the AFT Women’s Rights Award to 
her not just for her friendship, not just for her advocacy, but 
for her heart and for her soul and for putting it all out on the 
table all the time, for decades upon decades upon decades.

I don’t know a more fitting person, Di, to give this award 
to than you, Dr. Diane Ravitch.

DIANE RAVITCH
WOMEN’S RIGHTS AWARD RECIPIENT

DIANE RAVITCH: Randi, thank you so much. It’s an 
honor to receive your award.

I want to thank the members of the AFT. I’ve been a friend 
of the AFT since, really, the mid 1980s. I was a friend of Al 
Shanker’s and Sandy Feldman’s, and I’m honored to call you 
my friend.

I remember saying to you about a dozen years ago, at a 
family occasion, that the survival of public education now 
rests on the shoulders of the AFT and on you personally. We 
have seen the most sustained assaults against public schools 
ever in our history over the past four years and really since 
the Reagan administration.

And I’m going to be writing soon about the fact that 
school choice came from the segregationists of the 1950s 
and 1960s. The American idea, which had strong bipartisan 
support, was Republicans and Democrats agreed on the 
importance of a strong universal, free and open public 
school system staffed by professional, well-prepared 
teachers. 

I’m so honored to be part of this event. And I thank 
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you and I thank all of your members. I thank you for the 
dedication that you show every day, that you protect our 
children, and that you will continue to show through these 
very, very difficult times. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Well, we get a lot of —and 
for everybody who’s watching us, Diane and I are also 
personal friends. We’ve known each other for a long time. 
We do, you know, every now and then fight like family does 
fight. 

But I want people to know, Diane, that what we see in you 
is that over the course of particularly the last, I would say, 20 
years, because your work is based in data and in research 
and in fact and in seeing what has happened both here and 
internationally, you have a clairvoyance and you have a 
perspective that others do not have. It’s really important to 
see that. 

I mean, today I just got a couple of your blogs this 
morning in terms of the analysis about what Trump is really 
doing. I’m so glad that you are actually doing that kind of 
writing. I remember, I mentioned some of that history in a 
TEACH speech a few years ago and the right wing wants to 
deny the history that they’ve actually used to try to segregate, 
segregate—look at what Trump just did today—in terms of 
using words to try to create real inequality. 

But having you on our side has been really, really, really 
nurturing. It’s not just the fierce advocacy, but it’s been 
nurturing and it’s been actually stabilizing for many of us in 
terms of this fight. And I can’t thank you enough. 

I thought you would enjoy, we have a little video of 
Karen Lewis, who is—we do AFT Hero Awards every single 
convention. We have given one of those AFT Hero Awards to 
Karen Lewis, who was a dear friend of both of ours. Not just a 
dear friend of everyone in Local—let’s see, I think it’s Local 1, 
because UFT is Local 2, and Karen and I used to tease about 
that all the time. 

But Karen, true iconic figure in the labor movement, 
fierce fighter for public education and social justice. And I 
thought that you would enjoy seeing this video with us about 
Karen. 

So let’s hit the video on Karen, and then we’ll start the 
panel.

... A video regarding former AFT Vice President 
Karen Lewis was presented to the delegates.

PUBLIC EDUCATION PANEL

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I’m trying to make my iPad 
work so I can actually see the proceedings that all of you are 
seeing as we are doing this. But I’ll fuss with it in a minute. 

We’ve had a lot of great panels. We have two more today, 
this one and a panel with Vice President Biden. But these are 
three of my most favorite people: Diane Ravitch, Stacy Davis 

Gates, and Tega Toney. 
I know that Stacy and Karen—just like Karen has been a 

mentor of mine, I know Karen has been a mentor of Stacy’s. 
So Stacy Davis Gates is the vice president of the Chicago 
Teachers Union and the executive vice president of the 
Illinois Federation of Teachers. 

Just FYI, don’t get on the wrong side of Stacy. Just don’t 
do it. If you don’t understand or see that, just spend a few 
days with her, as I did, as the Chicago Teachers Union was 
on strike. 

It’s not just that we have lots of strikers here, but it just 
so happens that for this panel we do. And then there’s Tega 
Toney. Tega is from West Virginia. And Tega is AFT-West 
Virginia’s vice president and director of organizing and the 
president of AFT-Fayette. Did I say it right, Tega? I don’t 
know. I hope so. 

PANEL MEMBER TONEY: You got it. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: That’s Local 4865. 
People are going to say West Virginia, very different than 

Chicago. But you walk the walk with Tega and with Stacy, 
and you’re going to hear a lot of things that are very similar 
about the way in which our nation has treated our children 
and our nation has treated our teachers, whether it’s in rural 
America or urban America, and the grappling with what 
we’ve had to grapple with, what we’ve had to fight over all 
these years. 

So I am really glad that these activists have joined us and 
joined Diane and myself in terms of this panel. 

So I want to just dive right in. We’ve got about 30 minutes. 
Let me ask the first question, which is: We’ve seen a lot of 
change around the narrative about public education, about 
teachers over the past few years. We saw what Michelle Rhee 
did, what even President Obama did, what Arne Duncan did, 
what Joel Klein did. 

So it’s not just people like Milton Friedman or people 
like Betsy DeVos. We saw it from the corporate Democrats 
in terms of how they treated public education and public 
education educators. 

So whether it was the strike in Chicago in 2013, the 
strikes in West Virginia in 2017-19 or 2018-19 that spread 
across the country, you could see separate and apart from 
anything that we were saying, you could see that the public 
went from—even though I would actually argue they never 
really believed in demonizing teachers—but you saw in 
poll results over the course of time in those two years that 
instead of the focus being on demonizing teachers and on 
the “bad apples,” there was a focus on the nearly impossible 
job educators have to actually educate and lift a nation and 
an appreciation for educators that is now much more central 
given what has happened in terms of COVID-19. 

But what do you think—so just tell us—I mean, I’ve 
talked to all of you about this extensively. But all three of 
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you have been extensively involved in that shift. Talk about 
it. Talk about your role in it and what you were all trying to 
accomplish in this. 

We’ll start with Diane and then this time we’ll go Diane, 
Tega, and then Stacy. 

PANEL MEMBER RAVITCH: Thank you, Randi. 
Stacy and Tega are activists. They’re on the ground 

doing work. I’m a writer. What I tried to do was reframe 
the issues. And in 2018, when West Virginia went out on 
strike, I suddenly got hit by a thunderbolt that everything 
was changing. Because what started in West Virginia then 
became a rolling strike across the country that went from 
state to state. 

I noticed and I had to write a book about it. My last book 
is Slaying Goliath and David were the teachers, the parents, 
the students, all of whom rose up to say we value our public 
schools, our teachers are the good guys. We don’t want them 
privatized. We don’t want to have teachers rated by test 
scores. And we saw this massive, to my way of thinking, and 
I tried to reframe this, a massive change in perspective and a 
narrative. 

The narrative changed from bad teacher, bad apple. 
Michelle Rhee is going to sweep out the Augean stables of 
all the bad teachers and bad principals. It changed to our 
teachers are undervalued, they’re under-respected, they’re 
underpaid. We need to be spending more money to support 
public education, and we have to stand against privatization. 

So to me the one single event was the change in Time 
and Newsweek. We had seen covers on Time magazine of 
Michelle Rhee holding a broom. We had seen a cover of 
Newsweek that said again and again on a white board, “We 
must fire bad teachers. We must fire bad teachers.”  

We had seen cover after cover on these magazines, and 
suddenly Time and Newsweek, it was as if all the personnel 
turned over and they began writing cover stories about the 
unappreciated teachers. And I think this is carrying over now 
into COVID-19 where we hear parents or we see parents 
writing articles in major media saying, “I am not a teacher. I 
can’t wait until my kids can be back in school with their real 
teachers, because they are the ones who can teach 25 and 30 
kids at a time at a time. I can’t even teach two.”  

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, Di. 
Tega. 

PANEL MEMBER TONEY: Thanks, Randi. Thanks for 
having me on. I’m humbled to be on this panel actually. 

A lot of people—West Virginia came to notoriety with the 
teacher strike in 2018, but there was a lot of activism that 
started even before that teacher strike. 

I came of age in teaching in the age of Michelle Rhee, 
“Waiting for Superman,” the high-stakes testing fiasco or 
the drive to do that. And I came of age in teaching when it 

seemed to be in vogue to demonize teachers, so to speak. 
I kind of want to step aside for a moment because I 

do want to point something out. I came from humble 
beginnings. I grew up in a holler right down the road from 
where I live— and I loved that you used that term in your 
State of the Union address yesterday or the other day. 

But, you know, I know what public education did for me. 
I know what it did for my parents. I know what it did for my 
sisters. No one is ever going to tell me that public education 
is anything other than the vehicle that it is to provide 
opportunity to all kids. But especially to kids who live in 
high-poverty areas, especially to kids who are marginalized 
or come from the minority communities. 

So as a young teacher, who was kind of coming of age in 
this privatization era, this high-stakes-testing era, we had 
a lot on our plates. We had the problems and the issues 
that all brand-new teachers have, right? Just struggling in 
the classroom, trying to find your niche, trying to find your 
way. But also the struggles coming from the public narrative 
shift that the far-right groups and the billionaire hedge fund 
managers were trying to put forth. 

And so I knew quite quickly, right off the bat, that we had 
to fight this, right? So I remember all the things in activism 
that I did. I remember going to every PEIA hearing every fall. 
And for those who don’t know in West Virginia what PEIA 
is— 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Tell people what PEIA is. 

PANEL MEMBER TONEY: Yeah, you’ll hear it a lot. 
It’s Public Employees Insurance Agency; it’s our health 
insurance. And that was one of the catalysts for the 2018 
strike, but they were actually going to put in—we went to 
the PEIA hearings. There were bills that were introduced 
before 2018 in West Virginia to attack our seniority, to attack 
public schools and privatization measures, charter schools, 
vouchers. We beat all that back. 

But 2018 was different for us. There were a lot of reasons 
that we could analyze why it was different. We had a huge 
presence on social media in 2018. We had a sense of 
awareness after the election of 2016, and we were seeing 
firsthand what Betsy DeVos was doing in the Department 
of Education. And we had a buildup of pressure from all of 
that anti-public education rhetoric that was going on in the 
country. 

Another thing that we had in 2018 in West Virginia was a 
severe threat to our paychecks and to our benefits. Anyone 
who’s in public education knows that benefits are one of 
the most sacred things in this job, right? We’re not going to 
make a whole lot of money, that’s the narrative; although, I 
would argue that we deserve to make a living wage just like 
everyone else and be treated like the professionals we are. 
But our benefits are sacred. 

So the strike in 2018 was launched in a lot of different 
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ways. We tested the water with activism, with Red For Ed 
days and walk-ins and meetings and rallies, and then we 
went on strike. 

One of the most important things we did in both strikes, 
in 2018 and 2019, was we built community and support. We 
went to parents. We got our boots on the ground. We talked 
to parents, parent organizations, civic organizations. And 
our messaging was how this is going to affect kids in our 
communities, families in our communities. 

So we started a campaign with a lot of those groups called 
Our Students First. It’s still active. 

So we exposed how these privatization measures were 
going to hurt kids, were going to hurt communities, were 
going to hurt—or cycle opportunities for our kids who need 
it the most. 

So a lot of those tangible things you saw in our activism; 
but the biggest theme was about respect, respect for our 
profession, respect for what teachers and school service 
personnel do day in and day out. It was about equity. It was 
about justice for our kids. 

You know, West Virginia is a high-poverty state, and 
we have a lot of needs. Our kids have a lot of needs. We 
are ground zero for the opioid epidemic. And it was about 
protecting public education for the institution that it is to 
promote democracy, promote opportunity, promote equity, 
promote justice. 

We did a lot of work in West Virginia in taking our seat at 
that table because that’s where we belong. We belong where 
those policy discussions are being made because we are 
the ones in the trenches every day. We are the boots on the 
ground. A lot of it was changing the narrative, teachers and 
school service personnel stepping up, recognizing our work, 
recognizing what we do; understanding that we have been 
overworked and undervalued for far too long and we weren’t 
going to take it any more. Enough is enough. And stepping 
up and providing that message, and the community was 
on board because we are also community members. We’re 
union members, but we’re community members and 
community builders. 

So we did a lot of work fostering those relationships, and 
we did have some election victories through that. 

So that’s a little bit about the work in West Virginia and 
what we’ve been doing particularly in this state. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I want to get back to the one 
about the other Mitch in a minute, so I want to make sure 
that before we end we talk about that election victory. 

Thank you, Tega, and thank you, Diane. 
Let’s get to Stacy, who I just—Stacy also starts as an 

activist, but she also has the kind of combination of a sense 
of history and justice and organizing and activism that the 
Chicago Teachers Union has been known for. But I watched 
Stacy in a really difficult situation over the course of the last 
several months have that finely honed sense of both justice 

and how to get there. 
Stacy. 

PANEL MEMBER DAVIS GATES: You know we’ve been 
blessed in Chicago to have great leadership. You know Karen 
Lewis came in in 2010, and basically set the labor movement 
on fire. You know she restored the pride and what it meant to 
put up a good fight and to participate, quite frankly, in good 
trouble. 

We know as historians and history teachers that good 
trouble at the time is typically just labeled as trouble and 
incendiary rhetoric. So the work in Chicago has been, quite 
frankly, instructive to how we do this work nationally. … 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I think we lost Stacy. Could 
the techies try to figure out how we get Stacy back? 

What we’re going to do is we’ll move on, and then we’ll 
get Stacy back as soon as we can get Stacy back. I’m going 
to kind of ask—Tega, why don’t you tell the story about the 
Mitch and Mitch as we wait to get Stacy back. 

PANEL MEMBER TONEY: Sure. Yeah, I’d be glad to. I’m 
excited about this part. 

So we have a Senate president in West Virginia, his name 
is Mitch Carmichael. And he was the villain of the teacher 
strike in West Virginia. He was anti-teacher union or he is 
anti-teacher union, anti-organized labor. And he deserved 
our ire. He mentions that he was the villain. He doesn’t think 
it’s well earned or well deserved, I absolutely do. I do want to 
put a little anecdote in here. 

When we had thousands of people in the Capitol in West 
Virginia chanting and screaming during the first teacher 
strike—my brothers and sisters who are millennials will love 
this. We had a chant; we had lot of chants. My favorite chant, 
though, was “Move Mitch, Get Out the Way.”  

Because every single thing that tried to advance, he would 
stop it. He was the obstacle that we were trying to overcome. 
And so he was the villain. He was the person who we 
directed a lot of our attention to in West Virginia during the 
2020 election, primary election we just had. 

So he’s in a very conservative district in West Virginia, the 
4th Senate District. But we had a public school teacher who 
stepped up to the plate and ran as a Senate representative 
in that district. AFT-West Virginia backed her and we did a 
lot of boots on the ground work to get her name out, to get 
recognition so that she would be able to run a successful 
campaign. She did run a successful campaign. She ran an 
amazing campaign. 

She actually primaried Mitch, and she beat him. So I 
think the message here is don’t mess with teachers and 
school service personnel, right? But we got rid of the villain 
of the teacher strike first opportunity we could. 

So Mitch Carmichael is not going to be the Senate 
president anymore. We have a person that we’re supporting 
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in that race, a public school teacher. It’s poetic justice that a 
public school teacher beat him in his Senate primary. And 
we’re excited. 

So we’ve gotten rid of our Mitch in West Virginia, and we 
want to help our brothers and sisters in Kentucky get rid of 
their Mitch as well. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: And the person who’s 
running—and we’re waiting, we think we’re getting Stacy 
back, right? We think so. I think Stacy is coming back. 

The person is a Republican, right? 

PANEL MEMBER TONEY: She is. She’s a Republican 
schoolteacher. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: There’s Stacy. I just want to 
say that public education, and Diane actually has a lot—but 
I want to get back to Stacy—but Diane has a lot of knowledge 
about this. She’s written about this. She actually worked for a 
Republican administration. By the way, I heard that George 
Bush gave an amazing eulogy at John Lewis’s funeral, which 
is going on right now. 

But public education was never this polarized politically 
as a value. And so this is the DeVos/Trump/Bill Bennett 
kind of polarization is something that is the last basically 
10, 20 years as opposed to—I mean, there were always huge 
inequities and let’s not look away from the injustice and 
from the racism. So a Republican in West Virginia beat Mitch 
Carmichael in his primary. 

Stacy, we’re back to you. 

PANEL MEMBER GATES: This work in Chicago is 
grounded in community. Without having a race analysis, 
a class analysis about how we interact within our school 
communities, we would be a failure.

Teachers are good practitioners. In order for us to 
do what we need to do, then our list of demands, our 
organizing work, what we need in the context of our school 
communities are grounded in what Black children need, 
what Latinx children need, what immigrant children need.

Children are not one unto themselves. They exist in 
families; they exist in communities. So when we say that 
a demand for us is to make sure that the 20,000 homeless 
students in Chicago actually have an address, that means 
something. When we say that if we’re in the middle of a 
pandemic and we’re going to need our students to have 
access to remote learning, then they need a device and they 
need broadband.

But we up the ante. They don’t just need something that’s 
in the household. We need to have broadband become a 
utility in the same way that water and electricity is a utility.

Our work is grounded in the ethic of the people that we 
serve. Teachers are common good practitioners; PSRPs are 
common good practitioners; clinicians are common good 

practitioners. If you work in a school district that is almost 
90 percent students of color and your work is not grounded 
in, does not amplify the message that their lives matter, then 
you’re not doing the work of the common good.

I would like to think that the resurgence of Local 1, under 
Karen’s leadership, made that a headline.

I would also say, too, is that we’re not afraid to fight. I 
mean, you know, many of the leaders in our movement are 
history teachers, so we know that we did something.

It’s not because the 1 percent bestowed it on us; it’s not 
because we said it politely; it’s not because someone thinks 
we should have it. It’s because we’ve taken it. We’ve taken 
it because we’ve organized people in a way they can see 
themselves, their needs, and their leadership and in the work 
that we do.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you.
I know we have a good 12 minutes left. There are two huge 

questions I want to get to.
One, some guidance from all three of you. How do you 

see the intersecting crises that we’re in right now? The public 
health, the reckoning with racial justice, the economic crisis, 
how do you see those crises and how do you see our role as 
both educators and—I should correct myself —I said K-12 
instead of preK-12 in terms of this panel, but how do you see 
our role as educators in our public schools and our role as 
unionists and activists—and, frankly, Diane, I know you’re 
a writer, but you’re an activist too, and you’re an honorary 
activist of ours.

How do you see these crises, and how do you see our role 
in these crises and in fighting them? 

PANEL MEMBER RAVITCH: I think the important thing 
for teachers, and specifically for teachers unions, is to be the 
spokesperson for the teaching profession and also to take 
particular care to fight off the efforts to privatize education 
during the pandemic.

I think that everybody is very eager to get school working 
again, but also very fearful that it will be open too soon and 
the lives of educators, support staff and children will all be 
put at risk with premature openings.

We’ve seen countries like South Korea and Israel open 
their schools after a long delay and then close them, some 
of them, down again because of outbreaks. We really don’t 
know how this pandemic is going to work out, whether it’s 
going to—certainly not going to magically disappear as 
Trump says—but we have to be very cautious about the lives 
of children and adults.

I think that right now the country is looking to you and to 
Lily of the NEA, and to local leaders to be the spokespeople 
for the teaching profession, and particularly to ward off the 
effort to try to turn public education into a tech enterprise.

I think if we learned one thing from this pandemic, it’s 
that people really do value in-person instruction. They want 
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to get back to school. They don’t want to have distance 
learning perpetually. I think if the only good thing that’s 
come this pandemic—and I don’t think anything good has 
come other than that—is that parents are really disgusted 
with distance learning. I hear this from my own children and 
grandchildren. They want to be back in school. They want 
to be with their friends, they want to be with their teachers; 
teachers want to teach. That’s the profession they joined.

So we have to keep alive the dream that when school 
resumes—and some day it will— it will be better than ever. 
There will be a case to be made for greater equity, for greater 
investment, for greater equity.

I think this pandemic has also revealed the tremendous 
inequities.

I want to echo something Stacy said. I’ve been wondering 
why broadband is not as free as radio. Why can I turn on the 
radio and get the news for free, but then if I go to cable I have 
to pay to get the news, the same news? Why isn’t broadband 
as easily accessible to everyone as the municipal water or, 
in this case, the radio? This should not be an inequity. Every 
child should have the machinery they need to access their 
teachers.

I think the long-range vision has to be that when 
education resumes, it must be with professional teachers 
who have years of preparation and training and experience 
so that it’s real school and not pretend school.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I’m going to go to Stacy first 
and then Tega on this.

I know you’ve thought about this a lot. How do these 
three crises intersect, and what as a union—not just you—
but what as a union, your local, national, what should we be 
doing right now? 

PANEL MEMBER DAVIS GATES: I thought about it a lot. 
Obviously I’m Black. I have Black children; I come from 
a Black family. The sanctity of Black life is something that 
means a lot to me. That being said, our union in Chicago 
was clear about what liberation looks like. Liberation is both 
interracial, intergenerational. It requires a labor movement 
to both provide infrastructure and to ally themselves with 
the movement for Black lives. That is number one.

Number two. We cannot save children. What we can 
do is that we can destroy systems of oppression, like that’s 
our work in this moment. My work is to not make Black 
children comfortable with racism and white supremacy. Our 
work is to clarify their value as human beings and to create 
structures—to fight for structures, to win structures that 
create spaces for them to fully realize their potential.

And then, also, you have to work within the communities 
where we’re located. We keep talking about, you know, it 
will be damaging for students to not be in school buildings 
without acknowledging that our educators, they continue 
to teach. The building was closed but the Zoom was still on, 

the Google Hangouts was still on. We made it happen. We 
put broadband on buses, we went to folk’s homes, and we 
figured it out.

This concept that we shrink in this moment and don’t 
open up in fronts and new opportunities for the type of 
justice inequity that our students need, we’ve got to get 
bigger, we’ve got to get more aggressive. This moment is 
one thing, this moment where 54 percent of Black men are 
unemployed, this moment where we see Black and Latinx 
and immigrant communities dying and being infected with 
COVID-19 higher than anyone else in this country.

But what’s to come is the state budgets in 2021. Those 
same Black children and brown children, immigrant 
children that these headlines tell us America is concerned 
with, will not take a moment, will not breathe long enough 
to not cut our budgets. Austerity is on its way, which means 
our pensions are back in focus, larger class sizes are back in 
focus. School communities without a music teacher and art 
teacher and a librarian, those things are back in focus.

What we have to do in this moment is to continue to 
organize with our parents. They, too, are workers in nursing 
homes, in hospitals, and grocery stores. Our work is to 
build organization across sectors. Our work is to lift up the 
sanctity of our students’ lives. Our work is to make sure that 
the communities where our schools are anchored have 
what they need, and that not only are we willing to strike for 
our safety, but we’re willing to strike for the safety and the 
prosperity of the people in communities which we serve.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Which actually leads me 
to—and then I’m going to get to Tega—there are several of 
our locals that are actually doing actions. When is it? Aug. 3, 
Stacy?

PANEL MEMBER DAVIS GATES: Absolutely. On Aug. 3.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Talk about it; then we’ll get 
to Tega and then we’ll wrap up.

PANEL MEMBER DAVIS GATES: August 3, many of the 
locals around the country are going to lift up. We need 
police-free schools. There’s no reason why in Chicago I don’t 
have a nurse at my son’s school but there’s a police officer at 
the door.

We are lifting up the safety and the sanctity of the 
communities in Pittsburgh and L.A. and Chicago and Little 
Rock. We need the full voice, the teacher voice to say that 
enough is enough, that rich people get to pay their fair share, 
and we get to have school communities that are not just safe 
but are fully funded.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you. Tega.

PANEL MEMBER TONEY: I think what Stacy said was 
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very much on point. When I think about the union and 
our movement right now, and what we need to do, our 
responsibility is heavy. It’s great.

We are in the middle of this crisis. If we don’t step in, who 
will? We have to be the watchdogs. There’s no other way to 
put it. It’s as simple as that. We have to be the watchdogs 
for democracy. We have to be the watchdogs for economic 
justice, for racial justice and, with our healthcare brothers 
and sisters, we have to be the watchdogs for the healthcare 
justice that our students, our kids, our families, and our 
community members deserve.

I’m a firm believer in my personal life that people are put 
on this Earth for a reason during a specific time, and I truly 
believe that in our union. Our union is here right now for 
this moment and for this purpose. As my sister Stacy said, to 
shrink away from that would not be giving our members, our 
country, the justice that it deserves.

I do want to point out, here in West Virginia, we are 
typically referred to as—I’m going to use air quotes here—
Trump Country. I hate that term, but that’s what we’re 
typically referred to, right? But I want to tell you something 
about West Virginia. Before we were Trump Country, we are 
Organized Labor Country. Right? We are Know Your Roots 
Country. We are Communities Matter and Are Important 
to Us Country. What we do in West Virginia, the work our 
union does, it transcends political lives. It talks about lifting 
up people who need help and need lifting up, and who 
otherwise don’t have those opportunities. That is our job. 
That is our mission. That is our moon shot.

So there are tangible ways we can do that. My sister talked 
about some of them, but it’s up to us to rise to that occasion.

I can tell you one thing in West Virginia that I think 
we need to do right off the bat—is recruit more minority 
teachers. We have a student population who needs to 
see teachers in their buildings who have shared the same 
experience that their students have shared and that their 
students’ parents have shared. We have to do that. It is 
imperative that we do that in my area.

Broadband was discussed. Very important. I live in what 
can sort of be considered a broadband desert in some areas 
in West Virginia. It’s so important, not only for our students, 
but for their families, and for the connectivity to the broader 
world.

Food insecurity. It’s a huge issue. We have to focus on 
that for our kids. To me, it’s unconscionable that we are 
living in a time where we have more kids hungry now—since 
COVID-19 started—than we did before. It wasn’t acceptable 
before; it certainly is not acceptable now. We have kids and 
their families who are afraid that come tomorrow, they think 
that they may lose their homes and be put out on the street.

We are a union that has the ability to be the watchdogs for 
all this. We have the strength; we have the power. We have to 
harness that, look at that, use that as our mission, our vision, 
and with a laser focus work to make life better for everyone 

in this country.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Well, Di, what are your last 
words to us? I think we’ve just gotten like a closing call to 
action from both Stacy and from Tega. I was going to say give 
us our last words, but you two just did.

Di, what do you think? 

PANEL MEMBER RAVITCH: Let me give you my last 
words too.

My last word is that I’m hoping in November that Donald 
Trump will be dragged out of his office and we’ll have a 
change, and that Joe Biden will be elected. I’m hoping that 
you and others who understand what we went through 
during the Obama administration make sure that we 
don’t have a rerun of the Obama administration in terms 
of charter schools and a focus on high-stakes testing and 
evaluating teachers by test scores, and that we have a new 
vision for education, which is focused on children and their 
well-being and the well-being of their families and their 
communities. And realize that test scores are the end result 
and not a measure by which to force schools and teachers 
and communities to compete.

So that’s the new vision. I’m hoping that the union will 
be the active force in bringing that vision to the Biden 
administration.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I think that that’s a really 
important point. Lily is not here with us today, but Lily and 
I sat on a very small Biden-Bernie Unity Task Force. It was 
about eight people, co-chaired by Heather Gautney from the 
Bernie Sanders campaign and Marcia Fudge from the Joe 
Biden campaign.

I don’t know how the other tasks forces went, but what 
you just said, Diane, ended up becoming the arc by which 
we did the rest of our work. There was a moment where 
I actually pushed that if we’re going to do these things in 
terms of well-being and a real focus on the whole child 
and what are the resources that are needed to do that, both 
community as well as school resources, we also have to have 
a different accountability system.

I knew it was going to be different when the reaction was 
not, “Well, we’ll get back to you on that.”

The reaction was, “OK, let’s figure out what we can do in 
the platform to actually take on high-stakes testing. What 
are we really going to do, if there is a Biden administration, 
in terms of actually having project-based learning, career 
tech ed, the other types of ways in which we actually ensure 
equity and real engagement in schooling as opposed to 
everything being reduced to a measuring rod and schooling 
being reduced to a high-stakes test?”

That was the point when I knew it was going—or I was 
hopeful that it was going to be really different. Because even 
the private conversation was not, you know, Excuse-O-
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Rama. The private conversation was, “Let’s figure out what it 
means and how we get there.”

I am hopeful but, as I think both Stacy and Tega said 
before and we have seen throughout the country, elections 
are vitally important. They do change the trajectory of a 
country. There’s going to be a huge difference between 
Trump who just actually called for segregating suburbs again 
in what he did yesterday, and Joe Biden who has talked 
about what we need to do in terms of moving the nation 
forward to be more fair and more just.

The issue is not just elections. The issue is the activism 
that all three of you have done and that our union has done. 
We can’t just outsource the responsibility for everything 
that we need and everything that we have to do to whoever 
the elected leader is. We have to actually do that check and 
balance.

That’s what all three of you do, and I’m really, really 
grateful to all of you.

I’m just looking. Do I have a minute or two for them?
No. Sorry. I’m now told time, time, time.
I feel like I’ve done more producing and more learning 

about TV and how to do virtual than I probably have done in 
my entire life. I want to just really thank Diane Ravitch, Tega 
Toney and Stacy Davis Gates. Thank you.

CONVERSATION WITH 
VICE PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Look who’s here.
I’m going to do an introduction, if I may.

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: Why don’t you spend more 
time with your vice presidents? Spend more time with them. 
I have time. I really do, Randi.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: You’re on. You’re in, believe 
it or not.

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: You should talk more about 
the staff. They’re doing a hell of a job. I have the time.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: They are. Thank you, Mr. 
Vice President.

To everyone who is here, this is how he cares. I love that.
We’re going to have to get you an AFT mask. This is not 

the one with the filter in it, though.
What that last panel was, and I hope you heard me, about 

how I saw the change when—I said this to your wife—that 
that work you made us do in those joint task forces, the one 
that you—that I had the honor to serve on, on the pre-K 
through secondary one, it was quintessential Joe Biden. 
You’re asking experts to really help guide. You worked out a 
process with Bernie so that people saw themselves in it.

But when we really pressed about how to do things better 

given the data we knew, given the expertise we had seen, 
I watched your people on the task force, your staff on the 
task force, not say, “Well, these are the problems with it.”  I 
watched them say, “Let’s figure out how to get this done.”

I had heard you, during the Forum on Education, talk 
about how we need to deal with the whole child, coming 
from your experience. You’ve been so open about being a 
stutterer and having that kind of experience.

I’ve watched you talk about what high-stakes testing has 
done. I saw the change in the platform, and I saw the change 
in that committee. That’s why I wanted to say to those three 
ladies, who are tough cookies, that I see real hope in terms of 
that kind of change.

But that’s who you are, Mr. Vice President. I just want 
you to know before we start with the questions from our 
amazing people, our amazing delegates, that just yesterday 
our body, our delegate body in this virtual way, endorsed 
you for president. You know that the executive council did 
it in the primary, but yesterday by over 90 percent, you are 
now our endorsed candidate for the American Federation of 
Teachers for president. We will do everything we can to get 
you elected. Not just to defeat Donald Trump, but I want to 
say this again for our members.

I’ve said this to you, and I want them to hear it again. 
You are caring, you are effective, you are honest, and you 
are decent. This is not just about defeating Donald Trump 
and all of the things that he is and isn’t in terms of chaotic, 
narcissistic and things like that. What you bring at this 
moment in time is what a nation needs in terms of the 
empathy, the understanding, the caring about people, 
the listening to people. I saw that throughout the Obama 
administration. You know I’ve often said that you are our 
go-to person. In some ways, you deciding to run at this 
moment pre-COVID-19, and what we now need with three 
intersecting crises—two of which you know how to solve —a 
health crisis—

Actually I would argue you can solve all three of them. 
You’ve solved a health crisis before; you’ve solved a 
recession before.

In some ways the country is, and we are really blessed 
that you decided to run this time and that you not only 
effectively have gotten the nomination but you will be, 
after the Democratic National Convention, the Democratic 
candidate.

Ultimately, we need you. We all need you as president. We 
need a country that can heal. We need a country that sees its 
soul, and we need a country that is about how we get to our 
better angels.

And that’s why I am so appreciative that you’re here 
today, that I can say that to you directly in front of everyone. 
It’s not just about the platform, as important as that is. 
It’s about who you are and what you bring with you, your 
character, your soul, your empathy, your caring. This country 
needs that right now and we are really, really blessed that 
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you offer yourself up and decided to run at this moment. 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: Well, Randi, thank you. I can’t 
tell you how much it means to me just personally just you 
and me. It means a great deal to me. 

As you know, I often introduce myself appropriately as 
Jill’s husband. But I want to thank you, Randi, for not only 
your support but your friendship. 

I understand Lin-Manuel was there earlier. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Yes, and he had an 
announcement. 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: And I hear that he endorsed 
me. Yeah, I know. I heard that. I heard that. 

I want to offer my congratulations to Lorretta, your 
secretary-treasurer. I tell you what, it’s a well-deserved 
retirement, but I know you’re not going to retire. I’ve never 
found an educator that really ultimately retires. 

But all of you, the most important profession in America, 
that’s what you’re part of. I don’t just say that, I’ve been 
saying that for a long, long time. I’m not being solicitous. It’s 
not because I’m married to an educator. It’s because you’re 
the ones who give these kids confidence and believe in 
themselves. 

You know, I think the single most important thing 
that a child can be given, the single most important thing 
is confidence, confidence that they can do something, 
confidence. Equip them to succeed. At least that’s how I 
viewed it my whole life. 

As I said before, these aren’t somebody else’s kids, they’re 
all our kids. They’re the kite strings that lift our national 
ambitions along. And who has hold of the kite strings? You 
guys. You guys. You’re the ones. So everything that will be 
possible for our country tomorrow is going to be, in large 
part, thanks to what you do today. And that’s not hyperbole, 
that’s real. That’s just a fact. 

As Jill said, any country that out-educates us is going to 
out-compete us. 

I know there’s one issue that’s at the top of the mind right 
now and that’s the pandemic, and it should be top of the 
mind. We saw this challenge coming. We’ve been calling for 
the president to address this as early as January, but Donald 
Trump failed to take any action on testing and tracing and 
everything we need to get this under control, to get our 
educators and students back in the classroom safely. He just 
every single opportunity has missed the chance or taken us 
in another direction. There’s no mystery about what needs to 
be done. 

When we were faced with a crisis back in 2009, we knew 
we had to stand up for educators. So when the president 
asked me to oversee that Recovery Act, over $800 billion, we 
allocated $60 billion then, $60 billion to local school districts 
and saved 400,000 education jobs because the states didn’t 

have the money. Didn’t have the money. 
But this time when the pandemic struck, Trump has 

dropped the ball again. He didn’t make you a priority. And 
now state and local governments are facing huge, huge 
budget shortfalls. 

Speaker Pelosi and the House did their job. They passed 
the so-called HEROES Act, providing $915 billion for 
state and local governments. But Trump and the Senate 
Republicans refuse to do their job. 

You know, the proposal put forward by Mitch McConnell 
is completely out of touch. It’s meager support they’re 
offering for schools and local governments. It isn’t close 
to what’s needed. And it’s being used as a cudgel to force 
schools to reopen when they may not be ready to reopen. 
And it doesn’t fund educators. 

This isn’t a game. We’ve lost more than 900,000 education 
jobs since the pandemic started due to the budget cuts. 
That’s absolutely unacceptable. 

Two weeks ago, I put out my road map for opening our 
schools, another plan I hoped the president would at least 
listen to. It’s a plan driven by science. But Donald Trump 
may contend to continue to move and force educators and 
students back in the classroom without a plan to keep them 
safe. It’s not about whether or not this doesn’t fly with me. 
It’s not about whether or not he cares about education, it’s 
about—he wants to make sure he looks better. 

We need to implement national testing and tracing rules, 
get your nurses the protective gear they need, provide an 
adequate supply of masks to every school in America, set 
effective national safety guidelines, empower local decision-
makers to decide what’s best for their community at the 
moment, and provide $90 billion in emergency funding to 
preserve these jobs and keep schools open. 

We need to get this done, and we need to get it done now. 
But it’s only the start. Because once we get ahead of this 
pandemic, and it’s going to be tough—you remember, Randi, 
I remember you asking me, Randi, on one of the forums, 
one of your folks asked what am I going to do when I’m 
president. I said it will depend on what I’m left with. I really 
mean it. 

Look at the damage that has been done just since March 
by this president not dealing with this pandemic. God 
knows, if you look at the projections now, what’s going to 
happen between now and January 2021? It’s catastrophic 
some of the stuff being talked about. 

So we can’t just go back to the way things were. We have 
to build back better. That means tripling funding for Title I 
schools, giving raises to the teachers who deserve it, getting 
you the resources you need. Look, we’re going to double the 
number of school psychologists and counselors and nurses 
and social workers in schools; we badly need them especially 
now. We can tackle the mental health crisis. We can build the 
economy that’s responsive to the needs of working families. 
We can provide affordable quality healthcare and elder care, 
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ease the burden of caring for loved ones. We can make sure 
those of you who are early childhood educators can get a 
raise, new training and new opportunities. 

You know, here’s the bottom line. So often it’s in the wake 
of the darkest moments that America’s forged some of the 
most remarkable eras of progress, and I believe we’re on the 
brink of one of those opportunities. If we can overcome this 
crisis, and I believe we can if we start doing the right things, 
we’ll be in an incredibly strong position to make progress. 

So thank you for allowing me to join you. I know you 
know me, there’s a lot more I want to say to you all, but 
there’s so much you’ve done already. 

I want everybody to know, if the press is listening and they 
do know, you don’t just represent educators, you represent a 
whole range of—you represent nurses, you represent across 
the board. But every one of them is on the frontline, every 
one of them, every single one of them. 

So I want to thank you for letting me join the fight with 
you. And, Randi, thank you for your personal friendship. I 
appreciate it. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: And I want to just also say 
to you, Mr. Vice President, I want to thank your wife, Jill 
Biden. Your wife and Elizabeth Warren did a reopening 
panel with us a couple of weeks ago, which was fabulous. 
We had leaders from around the country. This is in advance 
of you putting out your plan. We had leaders from around 
the country talk about a lot of the issues. You could see their 
guidance in your plan. 

You often tease about how your wife is an educator, but I 
think people don’t actually realize that she has kept working 
as not just—as a K-12 educator when you met her, but as a 
college educator when you were vice president. And there 
have been times when we were supposed to get together but 
she was teaching, and she would never, ever, ever give up her 
teaching. 

It is just that kind of commitment to children and to kids 
that we see from your family over and over and over again. 

So I want to say thank you to her. 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: I want to say one thing about 
that. She’s going through what a lot of you are going through 
right now. She’s learning because she’s going to be teaching 
how to teach remotely. And she’s spending hours, four 
hours a day trying to learn the technology to be able to teach 
remotely, you know. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: It’s hard. 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: An educator never stops 
getting educated. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Exactly right. We know 
that it would be back in school but we were also really 

appreciative—and I’m about to start the panel as I say 
this—we are really appreciative of the point you said about, 
you know, that you can’t reopen schools where they’re 
dangerous and that it’s important in terms of the community 
and doing that. 

So the contrast, again, with the recklessness with Donald 
Trump and Betsy DeVos is obvious. 

What we’re going to do for the next half an hour is that 
we have three members who are going to actually ask you 
questions. So instead of it just being a conversation with us, 
rank-and-file members are going to ask you questions. 

The first is Priscilla Castro from the UFT, and I’m going to 
just turn it over to Priscilla. 

DELEGATE PRISCILLA CASTRO, Local 2: Mr. Vice 
President, as you know, the AFT represents teachers, 
paraprofessionals. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Priscilla, can you hear the 
vice president? He just said hi.

DELEGATE CASTRO: Hi. How are you? 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: I don’t think she can hear me, 
but that’s OK. How are you? Where are you speaking to me 
from? Where are you now? 

DELEGATE CASTRO: I am at home. 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: Where are you now speaking 
to me? 

DELEGATE CASTRO: I am at home. 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: I mean, where? Where is 
home? 

DELEGATE CASTRO: In Brooklyn, N.Y. 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: Never mind. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Brooklyn, she says.

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: OK. All right. The capital of the 
world. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Well, now that I’m national 
president, I can’t say Brooklyn is the capital of the world 
anymore. But we do love New York. 

I think what happens is the timing of the Zoom, there’s a 
little lag. 

OK. Priscilla, go. 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: I’ll be quiet. 
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DELEGATE CASTRO: Mr. Vice President, as you know, 
the AFT represents teachers, paraprofessionals, higher 
ed, nurses, and health professionals. All of us in different 
ways are on the frontlines helping each other during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Because of COVID, states, cities and 
towns had to pause much of the economy in order to prevent 
the virus from spreading. Now revenue is plummeting, 
unemployment is soaring, and they have huge unexpected 
expenses to protect health and safety, a situation made 
worse from the disinvestment we have had since the 2008 
Great Recession. 

Funding has not been returned. … Nearly every 
community is facing cuts. These cuts will affect education, 
healthcare, sanitation, reduce transit services, and operating 
hours at government offices like the DMV, and threaten 
public safety like closing fire stations and emergency 
responders. 

Already more than 500,000 educators have been let go; 
and it is estimated without federal aid, states and localities 
would need to lay off 2 million employees or more, which 
would be devastating to our public schools, universities, 
public services, our communities— and this will have an 
effect on our children’s future. 

So my question to you, Mr. Vice President Joe Biden: 
What would the Biden administration do to help save the 
many jobs that are in jeopardy or have been lost, and to help 
save our communities and our children? 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: First of all, thank you for your 
question. Secondly, this whole country owes teachers like 
you a debt of gratitude. You made an enormous sacrifice and 
show so much creativity in making the abrupt shift to online 
learning, preserving some sense of stability and normality 
for kids and keeping them growing and keeping them 
learning and the gap from widening, but preparing for the 
fall now has so much uncertainty. 

Now, first and foremost, Trump and McConnell have 
to stop playing political games with the HEROES Act, 
which allows for billions of dollars to go to state and local 
governments. As I know you know, Priscilla, the reason why 
cities, counties, and states, all of them across America are 
laying off people is they have to balance their budgets. Their 
budgets have to be balanced. They can’t have a deficit. And 
what happens is because so little tax revenue is coming in 
because Trump so badly mishandled the COVID virus and 
caused this spiral that’s occurred, there is no money to be 
able to keep necessary people employed. 

So that we literally are going to have to keep the nation 
going, and at a time when COVID-19 has slashed those 
budgets, state and local budgets, the Trump Republicans are 
offering nothing to prevent these layoffs of teachers or first 
responders or to keep helping residents who need it most. 

It’s unacceptable. It’s bad for educators. It’s bad for students. 
It’s bad for communities. It’s bad for universities. And it’s 
going to further slow the growth and make unemployment 
even worse. 

We have to make sure the states and local governments 
get full funding they need to prevent teacher layoffs, to help 
schools reopen safely this fall only if they’re in areas that 
can tolerate it, and to make sure everyone can vote safely in 
November. 

This isn’t a math exercise, it’s about you. It’s about making 
sure educators, healthcare workers, public service workers 
don’t see wages or job cuts because when they do, guess 
what? They put the entire community at risk. When you 
shut down a fire station, somebody is going to die in that 
neighborhood when there’s a fire. That’s what’s going to 
happen. When you close out the ability to pick up the phone 
and call for help from a first responder, it’s causing people 
great difficulty. When you lay off so many educators and 
janitors and bus drivers and folks who work in the school 
system, and nurses, what happens? You not only cause them 
to—put them in great difficulty and not being able to go 
back if they’re able to go back, but you do one other thing. 
You slow the economy even further—even further. It’s an 
economic interest of the country to get us out of this to have 
these jobs maintained. 

People are dying, out of work, afraid for their children. 
The clock is ticking, and Congress has to act and has to act 
now. As I said at the outset, Priscilla, look, we went through 
a similar thing, not as a consequence of mishandling of a 
COVID crisis but because we inherited the greatest recession 
short of a depression in American history. The president 
put me in charge of a program that I had to get almost $840 
billion out in order to keep the economy from going into 
depression. What we did, we took about 900 of that to make 
sure that we, in fact, went out and made sure that teachers 
kept their jobs, educators kept their jobs, firefighters kept 
their jobs, law enforcement kept their jobs, nurses kept their 
jobs, hospitals and clinics stayed open. 

That’s what has to happen. That’s what has to happen. We 
generated economic growth. We came back, the economy 
grew. But that’s what we have to do. 

This is absolutely bizarre—and I’m sorry to go on so 
long—but you have the Republican leader in the Senate say 
“let the states go bankrupt.”  That’s wonderful, isn’t it? Let the 
states go bankrupt. How does that help anyone? Anyone at 
all. 

So the first thing I would do if I were in charge right now is 
I would pass the HEROES Act and get $950 billion out there 
in order to make sure that we can keep the economy open, 
the states open. All the major function and responsibilities 
would continue to be able to be paid. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, Mr. Vice 
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President. And thank you Priscilla. 
Priscilla, just for people to know and for you to know, Mr. 

Vice President, Priscilla is not just from Brooklyn but she 
teaches kids with special needs. 

So thank you, Priscilla. Keep up the work. 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: God love you. By the way, 
Priscilla, if I get elected we’re going to fully fund IDEA. We’re 
going to fully fund it. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Fabulous. 
Thank you, Priscilla. Stay safe. 
Then what we’ve tried to do here is have three people 

from three different areas in the country. We have Rick Lucas 
here. Rick, why don’t you tell the vice president who you are 
and where you’re from. 

DELEGATE RICK LUCAS, Local 5903: Hello, Mr. Vice 
President. My name is Rick Lucas. I’m a registered nurse 
at the Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center in 
Columbus, Ohio, and president of my local bargaining unit. 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: Ohio. 

DELEGATE LUCAS: Nurses and health professionals 
across the country have been in the trenches taking care 
of our patients since February, hoping some modicum of 
coordination would appear over and over again. 

Amid PPE and equipment shortages, we have watched 
Donald Trump refuse to fully invoke the Defense Production 
Act, which has left many of us still with inadequate PPE and 
an inability for public health officials to conduct testing in 
our community. 

We have watched OSHA loosen worker protections 
during some of the most dangerous conditions some of us 
will ever work in. We’ve seen CDC promulgate guidance that 
was inadequate and has evolved into a website that is hard 
to follow and contains conflicting standards. 

Meanwhile, my colleagues and I go to work and take care 
of patients. We watch our patients say goodbye to relatives 
on Face Time and die alone. Many of us go home at night 
after our shifts without adequate PPE, unable to sleep 
because we’re not sure whether we are bringing COVID-19 
home to our kids, our significant others, or our aging 
parents. The trauma we wear is real and so much of it was 
avoidable. 

Meanwhile, our states and localities are trying to 
construct and implement disease surveillance programs in 
a public health system that has been defunded to the point 
of having no capacity for the robust testing, tracing and 
isolation that is needed to stop this virus. 

I can only imagine how chaotic the distribution of a 
vaccine will be. If the health inequities COVID-19 has 

exposed are any indication, we should all be concerned and 
outraged. It will take years to reconcile the missteps and 
impact of our poor response to COVID-19. 

My question to you, Mr. Vice President, is: How will a 
Biden administration work to ensure this doesn’t happen 
again? 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: You’ve asked the most 
important question. First of all, let me start by saying that 
my angels in Heaven, they’re all nurses, male and female. 
I’ve been a great consumer of healthcare. I’ve watched what 
you do. I watched how you treated and gave hope to my sons 
after their mom and sister were killed. I watched how you 
dealt with me when I was in ICU years ago with a cranial 
aneurysm. And I watched how for such a long time you took 
care of my son Beau when he had Stage 4 glioblastoma and 
only months, not whether he lived. 

So I think you may be the single most underestimated 
profession in the world. I really mean it. I’m not joking. 
You’re incredible. I’ve been saying that for the last 25 years. 
Unfortunately I’ve been a significant consumer of your 
professionalism. 

Look, first let me start off by thanking you for your 
courage and putting yourself on the line, and your 
colleagues, and your community every single day. So many 
of you have died. So many of you have contracted COVID-19 
unnecessarily. 

My son-in-law is a leading surgeon in Philadelphia, 
reconstructive plastic surgeon for cancer patients. He, like 
all the other surgeons, sort of chipped in and dealt with 
the COVID side. The stories he’s told early on about nurses 
putting garbage bags over their bodies as protection because 
they don’t have the protective equipment. 

You may recall way back in March, I laid out for the 
president that we should be having a program where we 
engaged the Defense Production Act and use it. There isn’t a 
single reason in the world why we’re in a situation where you 
don’t have and everyone else have the protective equipment 
they need, but he has dawdled so much. Now we still have 
shortages. 

We have the inability, for example, as you well know, to 
even have some of the materials that are needed to swab 
your nose, little glass vials. All those things were in our 
capacity to do, and we can do it quickly. But risking your 
lives—we ask you to go out and risk your lives, fight the 
daily pandemic without supplies, support, basic respect for 
science and for government, without any of that. 

You know, the commander in chief, as he calls himself 
—and he is—has a duty to get you all you need. Instead, 
Donald Trump has ignored the warnings, refused to prepare, 
failed to protect our nation. For months, as I said, we’ve 
called on the president to take four urgent steps to protect 
the frontline heroes. 
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One, get all essential workers priority access to PPE. 
Remember what he said initially when I was pushing that? 
He said, “You guys are selling the PPE. You’re stealing from 
stockpiles and selling it.”  What a wonderful, wonderful thing 
to say as you’re risking your lives. 

I’ve told the nurses I know, because I speak with a lot of 
them, they’re afraid to go home at night. They’re trying to 
figure out if they get a hotel room because until they can 
shower and clean because they’re afraid to walk into their 
home because of their children or spouse or significant 
others, their mom and their dad, somebody is going to get it. 

Second thing, we ought to be able to get free COVID-19 
testing and paid sick leave for every worker called back to 
the job. We have to enforce clear workplace safety standards. 
OSHA is just an abomination because corporate America 
doesn’t like OSHA. They don’t like them telling them what 
they have to do. When they had all the crises in the meat 
packing plants, instead of slowing things up, what did they 
do? Sped up the line. How in God’s name are you supposed 
to space people to be able to do their job, for example, and 
speed up the line? 

Four. Congress, we have to push it to get all the essential 
workers the premium pay they deserve. We can do that. And 
not only is it the right thing to do for them, but it helps the 
economy. It helps the economy. When you don’t have any 
money to spend, the economy contracts. 

Trump has done none of it. I’ll do that and a lot more to 
make sure we never are so unprepared for a pandemic again. 
Immediately get state and local governments the fiscal relief 
they need to keep vital public services running. 

Two, launch a fund for cash-strapped states and local 
health departments to stop new COVID outbreaks in their 
tracks. 

Three, build a new public health jobs corps, hiring 
100,000 Americans to do contact tracing and testing now, 
and to fight environmental health issues, opioids, other 
health inequities long term. 

Build on Obamacare. Right now the president is still in 
federal court trying to do away with healthcare. We have 
100 million people who are covered because they have pre-
existing conditions; 20 million people never had it—he said, 
get rid of it all. We should build on that with a public option, 
a Medicare option, a public option. If you can’t afford it, you 
automatically get covered. 

We’re going to restore the White House Office of Global 
Health Security. You know, when we left office, the president 
put together—our administration—put together a pandemic 
office in the White House because we knew from the way we 
had to deal with three other serious diseases internationally, 
we knew that there were more to come. We didn’t know this 
was coming for certain, but we put it together. 

We had CDC having people out around the world to see 
in advance when these viruses were emerging. We had 44 

people in China; he withdrew them from China. 
We have to boost funding for biomedical research and 

disease surveillance. We’re not spending the money we 
need to. We have to re-engage with the world so we’re ready 
to prevent the next outbreak. Walls don’t stop diseases. We 
need to work together. 

Finally, as you know, we need a clear plan for the vaccine. 
Months ago I laid out—with the grace of God and the good 
will of the neighbors, as my grandpop would say, we’re going 
to find a vaccine hopefully sooner than later. But unless we 
do what I recommended he do relative to testing, unless you 
have a national plan, the commander who—look, if we were 
at war and we had to decide how to get our aircraft and how 
to get our military persons in a place we most need them, 
what do you have? You have one commander in charge 
distributing those forces where they’re needed so he’s the 
only one that knows exactly where it was, not leaving it to the 
localities, he is sending them out or she is sending them out. 

Well, I suggested about two months ago now that we start 
back then to set up a commander in charge of how we will 
effectively and efficiently distribute a vaccine when it comes. 

A massive task of safety, efficiency and fairly producing 
and distributing this vaccine when it comes. Millions of lives 
and livelihoods will depend on it.

But does anybody think today, God willing, all of a 
sudden we found—Lord Almighty, we wake up tomorrow 
morning and all of a sudden there’s a vaccine? What do you 
think the chances are that it gets distributed with any degree 
of equity and realization across this country to 320 million 
people? 

There’s no planning. I don’t know what this guy’s doing. 
I’m calling on Trump to commit to three principles of 
integrity for the vaccine and the development.

One. The same principle that he should follow and I’ll 
follow as president. First, independent scientists and public 
health experts alone must determine when the vaccine is 
safe and effective. That means no hype, no political pressure.

Second thing is there has to be transparency. Clinical 
vaccine data must be made available to the public for 
independent expert review—independent expert review.

Third, public report from career FDA experts should 
submit written recommendations on any vaccine for public 
review and speak freely on their findings to the public before 
the Congress. Transparency.

You know we always have a problem with vaccines to 
begin with. There’s a certain number of people who will say, 
“I’m not going to take them.”

What do you think the people are going to do if the 
president comes along and says, “We’ve got a vaccine that 
works.”  They are not going to take it unless we have full 
transparency.

We need somebody right now putting together—and I 
propose a $250 billion plan—to lay out exactly how it will be 
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distributed if and when it is made available, God willing. We 
need basic planning. Basic planning, block and tackling. We 
didn’t have to get in the mess we’re in now.

First and foremost, the president has an obligation to 
ramp up extensively the PPE for all of you who are risking 
their lives every day.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: We can’t wait until you’re 
there to do that.

I know you have a hard stop, Mr. Vice President, so I want 
to get to the last of the questions.

I want to just say Rick Lucas has been that kind of 
champion over and over again. We have 200,000 healthcare 
workers, and I will never forget the call when Rick and his 
colleagues were talking to me about the lack of PPE.

I want our members who watched what you just did, the 
knowledge that you have. When I say to people that you 
get things done, the level of knowledge that you have about 
government and about how to use these levers and what to 
do—could you imagine if we had that kind of transparency 
on any of the issues that the Trump administration is doing 
right now? The credibility.

You said earlier on, and then I’m going to introduce 
Marguerite. You said earlier on, one of the things that was so 
important was about confidence, that kids have confidence, 
that there be credibility. Even in terms of just you riffing off 
what to do with the vaccine, that’s how you give the public 
confidence. I just want people to hear the kind of extensive 
knowledge that you have.

I’m sitting here writing down all these notes as you’re just 
riffing off what you need to do on all these different things. 
It’s pretty incredible.

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: It’s because I’ve hired people 
who are smarter than me. I have a guy named Ron Klain who 
took care of the Ebola crisis. He ran it. He’s with me now. I 
mean, I’m getting every single—that’s not true now as it’s 
slowed up. Three days a week I get an hour to an hour-and-
a-half briefing from the leading doctors in the country who 
are experts in this area laying out in detail what we should be 
doing.

Rick, if you have any more questions for me, I’ll be able to 
get your number. I’m happy to talk to you if you want to talk 
more about the plight of nurses right now.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, Mr. Vice 
President. I’m worried about your time. We love having you.

Let me introduce our last questioner, Marguerite Ruff. She 
joins us from Philly. She’s a classroom assistant for special 
ed students and a member of the Philadelphia Federation of 
Teachers.

DELEGATE MARGUERITE RUFF, Local 3: Good 

afternoon, and thank you. Most of us have seen and 
experienced racism and racial injustice in our lives.

As a nation, we had a breaking point in the middle of a 
pandemic, an economic crisis, where we watched George 
Floyd call out, “Mama,” as he was murdered by police. It 
reminded me of my son who was also murdered. I imagine 
my son calling out for me and not being able to protect him.

What happened to George Floyd was the straw that 
broke the camel’s back. It was awful. In the middle of the 
pandemic, we took to the streets not only for George but for 
all who preceded him, documented and undocumented. 
Enough.

I work in Philly and have worked for students in my 
community for more than 19 years. There are many small 
cuts that came before. Under-resourced schools in our Black 
and brown communities, stagnant wages for school staff—
from teachers to counselors to paraprofessionals like myself. 
We are the foundation of this country. We taught presidents 
and CEOs. Yet, we have to fight for respect.

The healthcare crisis is killing us at an excessive rate 
compared with everyone else.

As president, what will you do to help fix the racial 
injustice, not only this racism by police, but also systemically 
in our education and healthcare and economic structures? 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: First of all, let me say how 
sorry I am for your loss. I’ve lost two children, one to an 
accident and one to a disease. It’s the one thing that a parent 
never anticipates. You feel like you’re being sucked into a 
black hole inside your chest, like you’re going to get lost. It 
never goes away.

It doesn’t take much to bring it back, like it happened that 
very moment, whether it’s in my case now with my last child 
lost, my son, five years, but I can’t imagine what witnessing 
what happened to George. I’ve spent time with his family, 
and to bring everything back as if the very moment it was 
happening all over again.

Gun violence in this country is a public health epidemic, 
not just mass shootings that make the headlines, but also 
the daily violence that takes so many lives. There’s a mass 
shooting collectively in America every day; it’s just made up 
of a lot of small numbers.

My thoughts and prayers aren’t going to fix broken laws. 
We need leaders with courage to stand up to the NRA. I’ve 
taken on the NRA before and won twice, but I tell you what, 
as president I’m going to defeat them for good.

My heart goes out to you. I know the feeling.
As you said, we need much more than police and 

criminal justice reform if we’re really going to rip out that 
injustice that’s prevalent in society. That’s why I’ve made 
racial equity the central part of my Build Back Better plan. 
I’m going to send you a copy of it. I’m going to take a few 
minutes to talk about it here.
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We have an opportunity to turn something terrible into 
something good because I think we’ve reached an inflection 
point. The country has had the blinders taken off, and they 
have seen, “Oh, my God, it really happens. It really happens.”

This plan covers everything from infrastructure to 
housing to education. It targets racial wealth and income 
gaps so we can rebuild a strong and inclusive middle class 
that deals everybody in. Right now, it’s across the board. 
There is systemic racism in every single aspect of our society.

Here is an example. I’m going to launch what I call the 
Small Business Opportunity Initiative. Fancy, wonky to 
say, but it expands a program that President Obama and I 
put in place to boost investment into small businesses of 
color, which are the foundations of the community. The 
community doesn’t have a local drugstore; community 
doesn’t have a local supermarket. The community doesn’t 
have a local beauty shop. They are the centers around which 
communities are built. We’re going to also fight to end the 
deadly health inequities that COVID-19 has amplified.

For example, we expand Obamacare with a public option. 
It’s the fastest way to get universal healthcare. We can double 
the funding for healthcare centers that are vital on the 
frontlines, that people can go to needing psychiatric health, 
needing mental health, dealing with drugs, and a whole 
range of other things.

We can make coronavirus testing, treatment, and any 
vaccine free so everyone has it. We don’t have to wait in line; 
everybody gets it.

I’m going to fight to give every child the same strong start 
in life: Offer universal pre-K for 3- and 4-year-olds, number 
one.

Number two. Triple the funding for at-risk funds, Title I 
schools, to close the gap between the rich and the poor here, 
from 15 to 45 billion a year. Boost teacher pay and teacher 
assistants’ pay. We’re running short on teachers unrelated 
to the coronavirus. If we just had everything moving along 
as it was before, we’re going to be short over another half a 
million teachers by 2025.

We’ve got to expand the pipeline of educators of color. 
You know the numbers. All the great studies have pointed 
out that in schools where there are students of color, it makes 
a big difference if the teacher or the teacher’s aide is of color. 
It fundamentally impacts their learning. It’s real. It’s not 
some quack thing.

Great universities over the last six, eight years have 
produced these studies. Kids are more likely to stay in school 
if they have someone in the classroom teaching them or 
caring for them. That’s why I’m going to fight to close the 
college race gap and ease the student debt crisis which has 
left Black college graduates five times more likely—five times 
more likely—than white graduates to have to default on their 
student loans because of their financial circumstances.

We’re going to fix the Public Service Loan Forgiveness 

program so that if you, in fact, continue to teach or do what 
you’re doing and you’re in a school, your debt will be totally 
forgiven for school. Up to $10,000 a year in student debt is 
forgiven.

We’re going to make public colleges free for any family 
earning less than 125,000 bucks a year. Free college.

We’re going to invest $5 billion in graduate teaching 
programs at HBCUs—historically Black colleges and 
universities.

We’re going to fund dual-enrollment high school 
programs—that you’re familiar with in Philly—that train 
aspiring educators early while they are still in high school 
themselves and get college credits while they are moving.

We have an enormous task ahead of us in rebuilding and 
reinvigorating this economy, but every American deserves a 
strong foundation and needs to play the role.

Last thing I’ll say. Right now, there is one of the great 
things that I find that—I know I went through it as a single 
parent for five years trying to raise two boys—is that the cost 
of child care is astronomical. If you are in that sandwich 
generation, like you are, you may have a parent and/or child 
who has to be taken care of.

And what happens? We don’t pay child care workers 
nearly enough. We don’t pay the people who come in to take 
care of our parents nearly enough. But people can’t afford 
to pay them because they don’t have the money. I set up a 
program whereby we’re going to fund the training of and 
the advancement of people who are helping with elder care 
and child care so they can increase their capacity and their 
credentials while they are doing what they do.

That’s going to create, the estimates are, 3 million good-
paying jobs. It’s going to allow all those, women primarily, 
[and those] who are single moms to be able to go back to 
work because they have a 2- or 3-year-old at home that can 
be actually cared for and be in preschool.

There are so many simple things we can do. It’s not just 
turn on a faucet and spending government money. What 
it means, and the studies show it, that will increase more 
income in the pockets of people who are earning a decent 
wage growing the economy. You show up and you get 
two new tires on your car. You’re able to go out and go to 
the grocery store. You’re able to make sure you can fix the 
window in the house that’s broken. It increases economic 
growth.

You know, you’re familiar probably with Claymont, Del., I 
suspect. It’s not far from where you live in Philly, just on the 
Delaware border, down by Marcus Hook and Chester and 
the like.

When I was a kid in grade school, early grades, my 
dad didn’t have a job in Scranton, Pa., the working class 
neighborhood we lived in. No one in my family had gone to 
college, my dad and my mom. We moved down to Claymont. 
It took a long while; it took about four years for my dad to 
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get enough money to move out of what became Section 8 
housing and being able to get a nice split-level home. It’s 
probably worth $125,000 these days.

We did fine. My dad took care of us.
But he used to have an expression. I think this is a core 

of what you’re talking about. He said, “Joey, a job is about a 
lot more than a paycheck. It’s about your dignity. It’s about 
respect. It’s about your place in the community. It’s about 
being able to look your kid in the eye and say, ‘Honey, it’s 
going to be OK,’ and mean it.”

Today over 50 percent of the American people think their 
children will never even reach the standard of living that 
they have reached. Much of it has to do with systemic racism 
for Black, Latino, and Asian people. And it’s real. But it’s 
totally unnecessary.

I just don’t say this when I’m talking to teachers or African 
American women. I say this to the Wall Street types because 
it’s overwhelming to the interest of the United States of 
America that we grow the country. Open up.

My concluding comment—I’m staying too long. I’m 
overstaying my welcome here.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: You don’t overstay your 
welcome.

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: Thank you.
Here’s the deal. There are points in the history of every 

country, as a student of history, that are what we call 
inflection points. You reach a point where there’s a chance 
to make a significant change for the better or worse in 
the country’s future because of circumstances that have 
occurred.

Well, as your president has said, we have COVID, we have 
high unemployment, and we have systemic racism all hitting 
at one time. But this is one of those inflection points where 
the American people are finally saying, “Oh, my God, I didn’t 
realize. I didn’t realize how bad it was.”

So many people.
The example I’ll give is when Franklin Roosevelt got 

elected in the middle of Great Depression. I’m not Franklin 
Roosevelt; I’m not making myself out to the Roosevelt, but 
I’ll be given a similar opportunity if I’m president.

What did he do? He just didn’t take us out of a recession, 
he built back better. He realized how many people had been 
left behind, so we end up with a thing called Social Security. 
We ended up putting money into hospitals. Didn’t get nearly 
as far as we had to get, but it was a gigantic step from the way 
things were in 1930 by the time 1948 came around.

We’re at another one of those inflection points. I think the 
country is ready and ironically, the things that can build back 
the country are the very things that can have phenomenal 
impact on diminishing racism and making sure there are 
good-paying jobs.

We have to build now. We have to invest over a trillion 

dollars in infrastructure, highways, roads, bridges that aren’t 
safe. We’ve got to make sure we have facilities that can 
produce energy, that don’t pollute the hell out of—

Make sure that, particularly communities of color, around 
fence line communities and that are being hurt badly. Look 
at the number of African Americans that have diabetes, look 
at the number of African Americans. A lot of that goes back 
to what happened when they were kids. The absence of the 
right kind of food, the absence of making sure they lived 
in areas where you could breathe the air, where you could 
drink the water. Look at all the schools in America today 
where you are not sure you can turn on the water fountain 
and drink it, when they are open.

There’s so much we can do to make the country better, 
make us more competitive, and in the same process give 
people a real chance.

I want to thank you for what you’re doing. I really mean 
it. I know after what happened, it’s hard to get up the next 
morning. But you’re getting up to help other people. I found, 
for what it’s worth—I’ve never given anybody advice for 
things like this—but you know what? I found the only way to 
deal with the kind of tragedies you and I have talked about 
is purpose. Get up in the morning and have a purpose. You 
have a purpose. I promise you, I share that purpose with you. 
I’ll do my best—do my best—not to let you down. I promise.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, Mr. Vice 
President.

Thank you, Marguerite, for your courage.
Thank you, Rick, for your valor.
Thank you, Priscilla, for your passion.
That’s who we represent, Mr. Vice President. That’s who 

they are.
Starting today we are distributing our Biden for President 

shirts. I don’t know if I’m getting it right, but we’re going to 
see people all over the country, remote, virtual. We’re doing 
over a hundred thousand calls, emails, every single day.

Eighty-three percent of our membership was registered 
to vote in the last presidential, and 73 percent voted. We’re 
going to get that number up and up and up. We’re going to 
see you in the White House.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: My mom would say “God love 
you.”  Thank you.

...  A video presentation regarding Vice President Biden 
was shown to the delegates. 

... Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham addressed the delegates 
via video as follows:
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HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
GOVERNOR (D) NEW MEXICO

Good afternoon, everyone. It’s Gov. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham, and I am delighted to have been invited to this 
incredible annual conference by the American Federation of 
Teachers.

While I’m incredibly honored to participate via video, 
there’s no doubt that I join the chorus of so many others 
that I am really missing being able to participate with you 
directly. However, the leadership shown by AFT around 
the country—and our state is no exception—during this 
incredible public health national and international crisis is 
nothing short of exceptional.

The fact that you and so many others are putting safety 
and science and sound COVID practices before anything 
else speaks volumes about how you treat your jobs as 
educators every single day in the classroom.

I think that most folks are aware that, in my election for 
governor, one of the priorities was educational investments 
and reform. We talked about, in New Mexico, about having 
a moonshot. We did that. We put more resources into our 
educational budget in our very first legislative session than 
has ever occurred in the history of the state of New Mexico 
through one legislative effort. It’s our moonshot.

Everything from extended days in the classroom for 
our earliest learners to actually, in the second session, 
securing several hundred million dollars for early childhood 
education so that we are clear that we’re going to have an 
educational environment from the youngest of our learners 
to the oldest of our learners in New Mexico— all led by the 
advocacy of AFT and countless others in our state.

Since March, New Mexico educators have assisted the 
state in providing well more than 9 million meals to our 
students and our families statewide. They showed up every 
single day, our educators, including our bus drivers who 
made sure that they were assisting in the delivery of this 
much-needed food support and nutrition support to our 
neediest families statewide.

We didn’t have to ask them. We didn’t have to create an 
arrangement. We didn’t have to struggle to strategize about 
how to get that done. You just showed up and did it. This is 
what heroism looks like. It’s about letting nothing get in the 
way of your ultimate goal to protect your students and their 
families.

I want to leave you with one more message. We have 
an opportunity during and after this convention to come 
together to make sure that we redouble-down our efforts 
to support our education system in this country, and our 
educators. We have a candidate for president who must be 
in the White House. Vice President Biden has moved this 
country from an incredible financial crisis before. He can 
tackle this economic crisis and this healthcare crisis without 

forgoing the necessary investments to make sure that 
education in this country remains a top priority.

Lastly, I want to thank the incredible stewardship and 
leadership of President Weingarten. I have appreciated your 
fearless advocacy for as long as I have known you. You’re  
making a difference for our first responders and educators 
all across this country over and over again.

We are going to win the hearts and minds of every family 
and every voter in this country, and we’re going to recommit 
to making sure our educational outcomes and standards are 
met in every single school district across America.

Thank you so much for inviting me today. Thank you so 
very much for making sure New Mexico students are getting 
every aspect they need to succeed. Thank you for taking that 
fight on across this country.

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: We have one more session 
that will start at 2:30 this afternoon, Eastern Daylight Time.

As we finish our programming session today, I want to 
say thank you to Gov. Lujan Grisham. I want to say thank you 
to Vice President Joe Biden. I want to say thank you to all of 
you.

I’m going to end with a quote from John Lewis in his op-
ed in the New York Times today, which he asked the Times 
to carry as his funeral—or the day of his funeral.

The last thing we must do, after we take on the resolutions 
today is we must care, we must fight, we must show up, 
and we must vote. But we must care right now about the 
HEROES Act and the stimulus. We need to fight and we need 
to show up and we need to vote over the next few weeks and 
months. Early voting starts very soon.

But if we can’t reopen, if we don’t have the resources to 
reopen our schools, if we don’t have the resources to do the 
testing that Joe Biden just talked about, that Rick Lucas just 
talked about, that Marguerite just talked about, that Priscilla 
just talked about. We need those resources now.

I want to be really clear. There’s lots of things that we may 
disagree with in terms of the margins, but at the end of the 
day, Sen. Schumer in the Senate and Speaker Pelosi in the 
House have been our champions, and they have been our 
champions every single day in the last year and a half. They 
have been champions for progressive causes, they have been 
champions for that which we value and that which we need.

Ultimately, I want to just end with what John Lewis said 
today in his call to action for the country:

“When historians pick up their pens to write the story 
of the 21st century, let them say that it was your generation 
who laid down the heavy burdens of hate at last and that 
peace finally triumphed over violence, aggression, and war. 
I say to you, walk with the wind, brothers and sisters, and let 
the spirit of peace and the power of everlasting love be your 
guide.”

My friends, my colleagues, let’s walk with the wind, let’s 
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listen to Congressman John Lewis. Let’s fight the fight for 
justice. Let’s show up for each other. Let’s have the kind of 
country which cares and which cares for all.

First and foremost we need to vote, we need to fight for 
the work that we need to fight for over the next few weeks 
and few months.

Thank you, and I’ll see you at 2:30.

... The PS22 Chorus sang “The Scientist” via video. 

At 1:24 p.m. EDT, the Convention recessed, to reconvene 
at 2:30 p.m. EDT.
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PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: I’m wearing my new Biden 
T-shirt. You see the back of it. It’s “We care. We fight. We 
show up. We vote.”  

We have them. We can send them. So we are on the last 
afternoon of the last day of business. We’ve had five different 
sessions. This is now the sixth. 

I don’t know if anybody during lunch heard it, I was 
blessed to be able to listen to a little bit of President Obama’s 
eulogy of John Lewis. I’m sorry we’re having our sessions 
during that period of time, but I’m sure they will be on 
YouTube. It was incredibly inspiring. 

So what we’re trying to do today—and I am aiming to try 
to finish before 5:30, because I know that people rely on that 
timetable. But we have—David Kazansky, I see, is about to 
talk about the election process and the ballot process. So 
we’re going to have David first up, the chair of the Elections 
and Credentials Committee. Then we’re going to go to the 
rest of the committees and then the one special order of 
business. 

So just in the event that you want to follow along, we 
have done Constitutional Amendments. Obviously, we’ve 
done the Rules of Conduct and the Rules of Conduct for 
the election; Constitutional Amendments, and then we 
did Schools and Colleges Support Staff Issues Committee, 
Public Services Committee, Political Action, Organizing 
and Collective Bargaining, Labor and the Economy, and 
Retirement Committee. So we have four committees left, 
special order, and elections. 

What I am going to do today, I’m just going to be—is that 
if there’s no one in an Oppose Room and there’s 20 people 
in a Support Room, then what I am going to do is just call 
on two or three people in the Support Room, give time for 
people to get to the Oppose Room. If there’s still no one 
there, I’m going to move the vote. 

Remember, if I’m going too fast—and then I’m going to 
automatically move the vote at 15. If I’m going too fast, get 
to the Procedure Room. Say, you know, “Stop it, Randi.”  
You know, appeal the ruling of the chair. Anything in the 
Procedure Room, our amazing parliamentarian hears it first. 

As soon as he can get my attention, he tells me. I turn the 
microphone off so he can talk to me. 

But I am really going to try if there’s no dissent—these are 
all great resolutions, but I know by the third or fourth day, 
people are actually tired. We tried to switch it up this time so 
that the committees that don’t always get their due got their 
due this time. 

So with that, David, do you want to tell us about the 
elections? And I call on—first off, we are in order. And I call 
on the chair of the Elections Committee, David Kazansky. 

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON KAZANSKY: Thank you, 
Randi. 

Greetings, everyone. Someone recommended I wear a tie. 
I feel like a news anchor, but OK. 

Much to your delight, my remarks will be brief. I know we 
have a lot of business to attend to today, and time is short. 

So the nomination process ended last night at 6:00, and 
we have our finalized list of eligible candidates. Ballots are 
going to be mailed over the next few days to every delegate 
who checked into the convention in a timely fashion at the 
mailing address that you provided when you signed up for 
the convention. 

The ballots are going to come in an envelope with the AFT 
logo on it, and the return address will be for the company 
handling the balloting process for us, BallotPoint. They’re 
located in Portland, Ore. So if you see something with the 
AFT logo from Portland, Ore., with BallotPoint on it, that’s 
going to let you know that the ballot, the voting instructions 
and the return envelope are all going to be in that package. 

Can we please put up the copy of the voting instructions if 
you guys have that available? 

Wonderful. These voting instructions are going to be 
inside your mailing. They’re also available on the AFT 
Convention website in the nominations and elections 
section. And the document generally outlines how you can 
get a replacement ballot if you need one, information on 

The Convention was called to order at 2:38 p.m. EDT, President Weingarten presiding.

Afternoon Business Session
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where and when to send the ballot and instructions on filling 
out the ballot properly so your vote can be counted and your 
intent as a voter is clear. 

Can we put up a copy of the ballot itself? 
Excellent. So for those of you who have participated in 

AFT elections before, the process of voting and the look of 
the ballot are nearly identical to those previous years. As 
the ballot says on the top, you can vote for either a slate or 
individual candidates, but you cannot do both. And I can’t 
repeat that enough, and I’m going to repeat it several times 
as I go through. 

The slate voting section is underneath your name and 
the bar code. You can see my name and the bar code there. 
If you want to vote for the slate, and that means voting for 
every candidate in that slate, just fill in that circle completely. 
Then go to the bottom of the page, sign it, and mail it back in 
the provided return envelope. If you voted for the slate, you 
don’t need to fill in any other section on the front or the back 
of the ballot. Just make sure you sign the bottom and you’re 
good to go. 

If you wish to vote for individual candidates and not a 
slate, you’re absolutely allowed to do that. Just don’t fill in 
the slate voting section. Leave that blank. And in the sections 
below and on the back, fill in whoever you want. There 
are candidates for AFT president, secretary-treasurer and 
executive vice president. Those are first. Underneath those 
are the 43 candidates for vice president for AFT, and on the 
back of the ballot will be the candidates for the AFL-CIO 
Convention. 

Once you’ve filled in the circles for the individual 
candidates, if that’s your wish, sign the bottom. Return the 
ballot in the provided return envelope. 

Again, as promised, I’m going to remind you, vote for 
either a slate or for individual candidates, not both. Please 
fill in your circles as the instructions state. If you don’t fill in 
the circles correctly or you make marks on other areas of the 
ballot, that may cause your ballot to be invalidated. Many of 
us are teachers; we understand this pretty well. 

Once your ballot is filled out and you’ve signed the 
bottom, you’re going to place it in the provided envelope 
and only the provided envelope. Seal it. Write your return 
address in the space provided on the upper left-hand corner, 
and mail it back to BallotPoint. 

The earlier you mail your ballot back, the more confident 
you can be that it’s going to arrive at its destination in 
Portland, Ore., before Aug. 31. The company recommends 
that you mail your ballot back on or before the 22nd of 
August. 

BallotPoint will not count any ballot that arrives after 
10:30 a.m. Pacific Time. And we will announce the results for 
the election on Sept. 1. 

That basically concludes my remarks. Before I sign off, I 
just want to take a moment to sincerely thank all of the staff 

and all of the committee members who worked tirelessly 
to make this election process run so smoothly. There were 
more moving parts in this election and nomination process 
than in the last four conventions combined. It’s a testament 
to the hard work and thoughtfulness and dedication of the 
staff and the committee that we were able to pull this off. 

So thank you. Thank them. And enjoy the rest of the 
convention. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: So I want to actually say 
thank you, take a moment to thank the chairs. A couple of 
people have asked questions about it looks like there’s only 
one slate, what happened? Why are we still having a ballot? 
But I want David obviously to answer that instead of me. 

So we’re going to bring him back up. 
So, David, I mean, I’m sure I’m not the only one who will 

ask this question. But it looked like when you showed us 
the ballot, there was one slate. There were people who were 
signing petitions and doing that beforehand, so tell us what 
happened. 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON KAZANSKY: So what 
happened with that is—and it’s a good question, everybody 
who was thinking it. So the nomination process started on 
July 13, and there were a required number of signatures that 
either a slate or individual candidates needed to get past in 
order to make the ballot. In this particular convention, only 
the candidates in the Progressive Caucus slate achieved 
enough signatures on their nomination materials and 
petitions in order to make the ballot. 

And even though there’s only one slate, we are still 
making sure that there’s an actual election happening. We’re 
not going to just automatically say everybody gets on. We 
want to make sure that the delegates and the members have 
a vote. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, David. 
The 50 signatures, has that been something that we’ve 

done for a long time or was that something new for this 
time? 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON KAZANSKY: No, that’s 
been going on for quite some time. I’ve been the chair, 
I believe this is my fourth convention as the chair, and I 
shadowed one, and that’s been the standard this entire time. 

We really did not modify any of the meat of our election 
process, only the method by which we get people to vote. So 
that way we could ensure that a virtual convention, virtual 
and a mail-in ballot were possible. Everything else pretty 
much stayed identical. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: Thank you, David. And 
thank you for all this work. And thank you for all the people 
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at the Oregon balloting office that we’re using, and thank 
you to all the people who have really helped you on this. 
You’ve become an incredible pro on this and everything else 
that you do. So thank you, David. 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON KAZANSKY: Thank you, 
Randi. Appreciate those words. 

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: So we are going to get to 
the orders of business, which the first one is the combined 
committees of Human Rights and Women’s Rights and 
International Relations. 

Convention business—discussion of resolutions 
and special orders—continued.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT

PRESIDENT WEINGARTEN: As I’m thanking all of you 
for our first convention in this way—we’ve had thousands of 
delegates, we’ve had tens of thousands of people watching 
us in the last three days. We’ve had people from the outside, 
we’ve had people from our communities, all of whom have 
been with us as we’ve tried to actually make this meaningful 
to all of our delegates, meaningful to all of our members, 
and actually do the business, the democratic business of our 
union.

What I am told is we are the only union who has tried to 
actually do all the work that we would normally do in an on-
site, in-person convention. I’m sorry we haven’t had all the 
socialization, but it’s been really incredible from sitting in 
this desk and this room to do this— except that it’s been cold 
as hell.

With all of that, we’ve got a big, big next several months, 
whether we are remote or whether we are in person.

I am adjourning this convention.

At 6:04 p.m. EDT, the 86th Convention of the American 
Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO, was adjourned sine die.
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AFT Officers

RANDI WEINGARTEN
AFT PRESIDENT

RANDI WEINGARTEN is president of the 1.7 million-
member American Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO, 
which represents teachers; paraprofessionals and school-
related personnel; higher education faculty and staff; 
nurses and other healthcare professionals; local, state 
and federal government employees; and early childhood 
educators. The AFT is dedicated to the belief that every 
person in America deserves the freedom to thrive, fueled 
by opportunity, justice and a voice in our democracy. 
This freedom is achieved through an economy that works 
for all, including the ability to form a union; great public 
schools and affordable higher education; healthcare as a 
right; retirement security; the right to vote and civil rights; 
a vibrant democracy; and safe, welcoming and healthy 
environments and communities. The AFT and its members 
advance these principles through community engagement, 
organizing, collective bargaining and political activism, 
and especially through members’ work—we care, fight, 
show up and vote.

Prior to her election as AFT president in 2008, 
Weingarten served for 12 years as president of the 
United Federation of Teachers, AFT Local 2, representing 
approximately 200,000 educators in the New York 
City public school system, as well as home child care 
providers and other workers in health, law and education. 
Weingarten is the recipient of many commendations; she 
was included in Washingtonian’s 2021 Washington’s Most 
Influential People, City & State New York’s 2018 Labor 
Power 50 and 50 Over Fifty, and Washington Life’s 2018 
Power 100 list of prominent leaders, and in 2017 received 
the Roosevelt Institute’s FDR Distinguished Public Service 
Award. In 2013, the New York Observer named Weingarten 
one of the most influential New Yorkers of the past 25 years. 

Weingarten has led the AFT’s efforts to strengthen 
public education for all children and to address the crisis 
in the teaching profession caused by deep disinvestment 
and the deprofessionalization of teaching. Through the 
AFT’s Fund Our Future campaign, AFT members and 
leaders throughout the country are fighting for adequate 
investment in public education. Parents and many others 
have joined the AFT’s efforts to end the overuse and misuse 
of standardized tests, and to fix—not close—struggling 
schools, something Weingarten has advocated since her 

involvement in the creation of New York City’s Chancellor’s 
District, which dramatically improved achievement in what 
had been some of the city’s lowest-performing schools.

Weingarten has launched major efforts to place 
real education reform high on the nation’s and her 
union’s agendas. She created the AFT Innovation Fund, 
a groundbreaking initiative to support sustainable, 
innovative and collaborative education reform projects 
developed by members and their local unions. At 
Weingarten’s direction, the AFT developed a model 
to transform teacher evaluations from a way of simply 
rating teachers to a tool for continuous improvement 
and feedback. This model is used to align tenure and due 
process, so that tenure serves as a guarantee of fairness, 
not of a job for life. Weingarten led an AFT committee that 
called for all prospective teachers to meet a high entry 
standard—as in medicine or law—so that they’re prepared 
from the day they enter the classroom.

Weingarten oversaw the development of the AFT’s 
Quality Education Agenda, which advocates for reforms 
grounded in evidence, equity, scalability and sustainability. 
She promotes what she calls “solution-driven unionism”—
an approach to collective bargaining and collective action 
that unites the interests of union members and those they 
serve in the pursuit of solutions that benefit students, 
schools and communities. 

Under Weingarten’s leadership, the AFT continues to 
grow and expand its voice as a union of professionals. 
Nationwide, the AFT is the second-largest union of nurses 
and other health professionals and the largest higher 
education union, representing 230,000 higher education 
faculty, professional staff and graduate employees. 
Weingarten helped source millions of dollars of personal 
protective equipment for nurses and health professionals 
experiencing shortages as they served on the frontlines of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Weingarten is an advocate for a New Deal for Higher 
Education, a campaign calling for substantial federal 
investment in higher education that would prioritize 
teaching, research and student supports; provide 
sustainable careers with professional voice for all faculty 
and staff; allow all students to attend regardless of ability 
to pay; create academic environments free of racism and 
other forms of bigotry; and cancel student debt.

The AFT provides our members tools and information 
they can use to manage their federal student loan debt, 
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including having that debt forgiven, while advocating 
for solutions to the escalating cost of higher education, 
predatory loan practices, and terrible loan servicing that is 
holding people back.

The AFT and a broad array of parent and community 
partners across the country have collaborated on events 
to advance a community- and educator-driven agenda for 
public school reform. 

Weingarten spearheaded the development of Share My 
Lesson, the United States’ largest free collection of lesson 
plans, classroom activities, and teaching strategies and 
resources created by educators, for educators—all at no 
cost. The AFT has a long-standing partnership with First 
Book, which has provided 5 million free and reduced-price 
books to children.

Weingarten and the AFT were asked to lead a 
partnership to transform McDowell County, W.Va., one 
of the poorest counties in the United States. The AFT has 
assembled more than 100 partners not only to improve 
the quality of education provided to children in the 
county, but to focus on jobs, transportation, recreation, 
housing, healthcare and social services. Weingarten 
believes the rural way of life is worth fighting for, and 
the AFT’s experience in McDowell County informs the 
work Weingarten is advancing to help rural communities 
thrive—through education, healthcare and economic 
opportunities. 

The AFT supports the strategic establishment of 25,000 
community schools where students and families can access 
tailored health services and social services in one place, 
and marginalized communities can have access to services 
and support. Weingarten views this goal as especially vital 
to help children, families and communities recover from 
the wide-ranging impacts of the coronavirus pandemic and 
ensuing recession.

When the COVID-19 crisis hit, the AFT worked with 
scientists and health professionals to develop a blueprint 
for reopening schools. The AFT continues to advocate for 
the funding and necessary testing and safety protocols to 
ensure in-person learning is safe.  

During the Trump administration, Weingarten led the 
AFT’s efforts to oppose Trump and Betsy DeVos’ fervent 
attempts to defund and destabilize public education and to 
stand up to the administration’s racist policies and attacks 
on facts and democracy.

In 2012-13, Weingarten served on an education 
reform commission convened by New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, which made a series of recommendations to 
improve teaching and learning. She was appointed to the 
Equity and Excellence Commission, a federal advisory 
committee chartered by Congress to examine and make 
recommendations concerning the disparities in educational 
opportunities that give rise to the achievement gap.

For 10 years, while president of the UFT, Weingarten 
chaired New York City’s Municipal Labor Committee, an 
umbrella organization for the city’s 100-plus public sector 
unions, including those representing higher education and 
other public service employees. As chair of the MLC, she 
coordinated labor negotiations and bargaining for benefits 
on behalf of the MLC unions’ 365,000 members.

From 1986 to 1998, Weingarten served as counsel to UFT 
President Sandra Feldman, taking a lead role in contract 
negotiations and enforcement, and in lawsuits in which 
the union fought for adequate school funding and building 
conditions. A teacher of history at Clara Barton High 
School in Brooklyn’s Crown Heights neighborhood from 
1991 to 1997, Weingarten helped her students win several 
state and national awards debating constitutional issues.

Elected as the local union’s assistant secretary in 1995 
and as treasurer two years later, she became UFT president 
after Feldman became president of the AFT. Weingarten 
was elected to her first full term as UFT president in 1998 
and was re-elected three times.

Weingarten’s column “What Matters Most” appears in 
the New York Times’ Sunday Review the third Sunday of 
each month. You can follow her on Twitter at @rweingarten 
(Twitter.com/rweingarten) and on Facebook (Facebook.
com/randi.weingarten.9).

Weingarten holds degrees from Cornell University’s 
School of Industrial and Labor Relations and the Cardozo 
School of Law. She worked as a lawyer for the Wall Street 
firm of Stroock & Stroock & Lavan from 1983 to 1986. She is 
an active member of the Democratic National Committee 
and numerous professional, civic and philanthropic 
organizations. Born in 1957 and raised in Rockland County, 
N.Y., Weingarten now resides in the Inwood neighborhood 
of New York City.

FEDRICK C. INGRAM
AFT SECRETARY-TREASURER

On Sept. 1, 2020, Fedrick C. Ingram was elected 
secretary-treasurer of the American Federation of 
Teachers, serving 1.7 million members, including pre-K 
through 12th-grade teachers; paraprofessionals and other 
school-related personnel; higher education faculty and 
professional staff; federal, state and local government 
employees; and nurses and other healthcare professionals.

Ingram is the immediate past president of the 
140,000-member Florida Education Association (FEA). 
He was also an elected vice president of the AFT’s executive 
council. 

Ingram grew up in inner-city Miami, where he attended 
public schools. Pursuing his love of music, he attended 
Bethune-Cookman University on scholarship and became 
the first member of his family to earn a postsecondary 
degree, in music education.
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He would go on to be a music teacher and band 
director in Miami-Dade public schools for 10 years. Fed 
is also an accomplished musician in his own right and 
has performed throughout the state and nationally as a 
saxophone soloist and conductor. 

In 2006, he was named the Francisco R. Walker Miami-
Dade County Teacher of the Year. He was also a finalist for 
the state of Florida Teacher of the Year Award in 2006.

In May 2013, he was elected president of the United 
Teachers of Dade, which represents employees of the 
fourth-largest school district in the nation.  
He held that post until 2015, when he was elected vice 
president of the FEA, where he became a bridge-builder 
and fearless advocate for public education, the joy of 
learning and the importance of the arts in education. In 
2018, he won election as FEA president. Since then, he 
has been in frequent demand as a speaker, lecturer and 
presenter, and is recognized nationally for his workshops 
and presentations on community organizing and coalition 
building. 

In May 2013, the Miami Herald’s Legacy magazine 
named Ingram as one of South Florida’s 50 most powerful 
black business leaders. He is also a recipient of the 
prestigious JM Family African-American Achievers Award, 
given to leaders who have exemplified excellence in their 
respective fields.

In addition to his bachelor’s degree from Bethune-
Cookman, Ingram earned a master’s degree in educational 
leadership from Barry University. He also holds an 
honorary doctorate of humane letters awarded by Florida 
Memorial University. 

He is married to Yvetta Ingram, and they have three 
children, all of whom have attended public schools.

EVELYN DeJESUS
AFT EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

Evelyn DeJesus is the executive vice president of the 
American Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO. She was elected 
to the position in July 2019. 

She began her career in education working as a state-
certified parent educator and then as an assistant director 
for the Even Start Program for pregnant teens, all while 
pursuing a bachelor’s degree. She went on to become an 
early childhood teacher and reading specialist at PS 126. 
She earned a B.A. in psychology, an M.S.Ed. in education 
and public administration from Baruch College, an M.S.Ed. 
in reading and curriculum development from Fordham 
University and an additional 30 credits in reading from  
New York University.

A skilled teacher and trained administrator, DeJesus is 
a forceful advocate for justice undaunted and unafraid to 
speak truth to power.

DeJesus traveled an unexpected road from an engaged 
parent to educator and trade unionist. Her activism began 
when one of her daughters became ill during a school 
construction project. DeJesus publicly exposed the toxic 
environment. Her courageous whistleblowing actions led to 
what’s now commonly known as the Great Asbestos Scandal 
of 1993.

DeJesus’ innovative instructional strategies soon 
became the model within District 2 for collaborative team 
teaching, and her classroom became a lab site for visitors 
and instructional leaders throughout the state and nation. 
Distinguished among educators in her district, DeJesus was 
selected for inclusion in the Aspiring Leaders Institute for 
prospective principals. While DeJesus graduated with all 
the qualifications to attain a school leadership position, she 
channeled her passion and full commitment to the UFT.

DeJesus was tapped to become the district representative 
for District 2 and subsequently chosen as the Manhattan 
borough representative, a position she held for seven years 
prior to becoming the vice president for education in the fall 
of 2014.

DeJesus’ insight and counsel is sought in a variety of key 
positions at the state and national levels through her service 
on the New York State United Teachers board of directors 
and NYSUT executive council, the New York State Labor and 
Religion Coalition and the executive board of the AFT Latino 
Caucus. DeJesus was elected as an  
AFT vice president at its national convention in July 2014, 
and she sits on the AFT executive council, the AFT Teachers 
program and policy council, the AFT Civil, Human and 
Women’s Rights  Committee, and the AFT English Language  
Learners Cadre; she also chairs the AFT Latino Task Force, 
offering program and policy recommendations at the 
federal level. In 2018, DeJesus was appointed to the board of 
directors for the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute. In 
2021, DeJesus became the secretary-treasurer of the Labor 
Council for Latin American Advancement.

DeJesus’ spirituality extends into every aspect of her life, 
and she credits her faith for her achievements. DeJesus is 
also a chaplain under the  
New York State Chaplain Task Force. She is the proud wife 
of Louie and the mother of two beautiful daughters, Tiffany 
and Kristina. She has been blessed with five grandchildren. 
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AFT Vice Presidents

J. PHILIPPE ABRAHAM

J. Philippe Abraham is secretary-treasurer of New York 
State United Teachers, overseeing the union’s Member 
Benefits Department and social justice efforts.

Abraham is the first higher education member to 
serve as a NYSUT officer. For six years, he was the elected 
statewide vice president for professionals of United 
University Professions, representing faculty and staff at the 
State University of New York. He began his career teaching 
Spanish and French in middle school, high school and 
college, then served as an academic adviser and as director 
of Career Services at SUNY’s University at Albany.

In addition to serving as a union officer on the 
SUNY Albany campus, Abraham was also one of three 
elected senators representing the college on SUNY’s 
Faculty Senate. He is president of the Albany/Capital 
District Chapter of the Labor Council for Latin American 
Advancement.

Abraham earned a bachelor’s in Spanish Education and 
a master’s in Spanish American Literature, both from SUNY 
Albany. He is a graduate of the NYSUT Leadership Institute 
and the New York State AFL-CIO Cornell Union Leadership 
Institute.

SHELVY Y. ABRAMS

Shelvy Young Abrams is the elected chairperson of the 
United Federation of Teachers (UFT) paraprofessional 
chapter, representing 23,000 members in New York City. 
She also serves on the executive committee of the New 
York State United Teachers (NYSUT) board of directors and 
is co-chair of the AFT women’s rights committee.

Abrams began her career as a classroom 
paraprofessional in 1968, working in a Title I reading 
program. She quickly became active in the union at her 
school and was elected as the UFT paraprofessional 
representative in 1970. She later gained the title of 
Manhattan borough coordinator and, in 1982, was elected 
as first vice chairperson of the paraprofessional chapter, 
while working as a part-time staffer at the UFT. In 1998, 
Abrams started full-time work at the UFT, focusing on 
paraprofessional issues.

Abrams is a member of the Asian Pacific American 
Labor Alliance New York Chapter (APLA), the AFT black 
caucus New York State chapter, the UFT women’s rights 
committee, the AFT PSRP program and policy council, 
and the New York City Central Labor Council. She also is 
national vice president of the Coalition of Labor Union 
Women. Abrams served on various NYSUT committees 
and task forces prior to taking a seat on the executive 
committee of the NYSUT board of directors in 2006. 
Abrams has worked throughout her career to represent 
the interests of paraprofessionals, especially in the areas 
of workplace safety. Her work helped launch the UFT 
Workers’ Compensation Project, which assists members 
who have been injured on the job, and she has been a 
major force in the UFT’s Safe Secure Schools campaign, 
which includes training on preventing workplace violence 
injuries, school safety plans, student discipline codes and 
procedures for reporting incidents.

She has won numerous awards over the years. One 
of the most recent honors given to Abrams was the “Not 
for Ourselves Alone: The Sandy Feldman Outstanding 
Leadership Award,” named in honor of the former AFT and 
UFT president who succumbed to breast cancer in 2005. 
The award recognizes the contributions of women to the 
education union movement. Abrams also is a member of 
the Make-a-Wish Foundation.

FREDERICK R. ALBERT

Fred Albert was elected as an AFT vice president during 
the 2020 convention. He has served as president of AFT-
West Virginia since Nov. 10, 2018. 

A 29-year veteran of the teaching profession, he taught 
math at DuPont Middle School in Kanawha County for 20 
years before being elected president of the state federation. 

He is a highly decorated educator, earning numerous 
accolades over the years. He was named the West Virginia 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics’ Middle School Math 
Teacher of the Year for 2018 and the Kanawha County 
Teacher of the Year in 2016, and he was one of the six 
finalists for the state Teacher of the Year Award in 2018.

While in the classroom, Albert was a Thinking Math 
trainer through the AFT’s Educational Research and 
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Dissemination (ER&D) Program. He taught professional 
development classes at the AFT-WV Summer School 
as well as at various school district and West Virginia 
Department of Education conferences. 

Over the past two decades, he has served the union 
in many capacities, including 20 years on the AFT-WV 
executive board as a member-at-large and two terms as 
state treasurer. Locally, he has served as an executive board 
member-at-large, secretary, vice president and president. 
He served as AFT-Kanawha president for 15 years.

He is a vice-president of the West Virginia AFL-CIO, is a 
member of the Kanawha Valley Labor Council, serves on 
the board of directors for Reconnecting McDowell and is a 
member of the AFT’s State Federation Presidents Advisory 
Committee. He also serves on the AFT’s Climate Change 
Committee. 

Outside the classroom, Albert is very active in his 
church as a member of the choir and as chairman of the 
administrative board of his church.

ELBA L. APONTE SANTOS

Elba L. Aponte Santos was elected as an AFT vice 
president during the 2020 convention.

Since November 2019, Aponte Santos has served as 
president of the Asociación de Maestros de Puerto Rico, a 
historic labor organization that was founded more than a 
century ago in 1911, five years before the founding of the AFT. 

AMPR voted overwhelmingly to affiliate with the AFT in 
2017, at a time when Puerto Rico’s public institutions were 
threatened by both natural and economic disasters. Today’s 
AMPR represents more than 27,000 Puerto Rican educators.

Aponte Santos is a special ed teacher, and she has also 
taught Spanish language and adult education. An avid 
student, she attended Interamerican University, the Central 
University of Bayamón and the University of Puerto Rico, 
earning a master’s degree in special education with a 
specialty in autism, and pursuing 1,800 hours of advanced 
studies in educational leadership and management. 

She is also a fierce defender of public education on the 
island, where she participates in mobilizations, marches 
and organized protests. In 2017, after Hurricane Maria 
devastated Puerto Rico, she was active in the delivery of 
supplies and water filters to victims and served on the 
Commission to Promote the Opening of Schools. The 
recovery and her activism are ongoing.

BARBARA BOWEN

A professor of English at Queens College and the 
Graduate Center of the City University of New York (CUNY), 
Bowen taught for 15 years before becoming president of the 
Professional Staff Congress/CUNY. A scholar of 17th-century 
English literature and African American studies, Bowen 

earned her Ph.D. at Yale and has published numerous works 
in her field. Throughout her academic career, she also has 
worked in progressive political movements and as a labor 
organizer. Bowen’s election as president of the Professional 
Staff Congress in 2000 was as part of a collective of faculty 
and staff with deep roots in progressive politics. The PSC 
represents 25,000 faculty members and professional staff at 
CUNY and the CUNY Research Foundation. Bowen began 
her union career when an assignment as a VISTA volunteer 
turned into an effort to organize 800 tobacco pickers in the 
Connecticut River Valley. She also spent several years as a 
community organizer. In addition to her position as an AFT 
vice president, Bowen is a member of the New York State 
United Teachers 

VICKY RAE BYRD

Vicky Byrd, MSN, RN, is CEO of the Montana Nurses 
Association and has been a registered nurse since 1989. 
She started her career as a certified pediatric nurse and in 
2002 moved forward with her professional development 
and became a certified oncology nurse. Byrd practiced as 
an oncology nurse until 2014, and then transitioned to her 
nurse leadership role as CEO for the MNA.

In that role, Byrd works tirelessly for professional nurses 
in Montana and advocates for issues affecting professional 
nurses, healthcare workers and the health of all Montana 
citizens. She continues in her governor-appointed position 
on the Montana SWIB board (State Workforce Innovation 
Board—Apprenticeship/Career Pathways/On-the-Job 
Training Committee). As a member of the board, she 
advises the governor on statewide workforce development 
strategies that maximize the state’s education, training 
and employment resources in support of economic 
development.

Under Byrd’s leadership and direction, MNA has 
developed an ongoing legislative campaign— Your Nurse 
Wears Combat Boots—to address workplace violence 
for nurses and healthcare workers. Byrd champions this 
campaign and other legislative initiatives at the local, state 
and national levels, advancing the profession of nursing, 
protecting healthcare workers and safeguarding patient care.

In 2019, Byrd earned a Master of Science in nursing 
degree, with program study in nursing leadership and 
management.

At the national level, as the MNA CEO, she leads the 
MNA members with their affiliation with the American 
Nurses Association and with the American Federation of 
Teachers. Byrd serves as an AFT vice president and as a 
member of the Nurses and Health Professionals program 
and policy council to address nursing and healthcare 
workers’ issues locally, statewide and across the nation.

Her leadership inspires nurses and other healthcare 
workers to achieve excellence and be a voice for safe 
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working conditions and to be advocates for high-quality 
patient care.

ZEPH CAPO

Zeph Capo, a public school science teacher, is president 
of the Texas AFT and previously served as president of the 
Houston Federation of Teachers. He has served on several 
community boards, including a six-year term as an elected 
trustee of one of the largest community college systems in 
the United States, bringing community groups and schools 
together at all levels.

Capo has served as a local union leader, central and 
state labor council leader, community leader and is now 
focused on developing local leadership and rank-and-file 
leaders across Texas in an effort to move the state to a pro-
public education majority.  

DONALD CARLISTO

Donald Carlisto is president of the Saranac Lake (N.Y.) 
Teachers Association and a full-time middle school dean of 
students. His career in public education spans more than 
two decades.

A former union building representative, negotiator and 
grievance chair, Carlisto also serves on the New York State 
United Teachers board of directors and is a member of the 
affiliate’s executive committee.

Strong community partnerships and direct, effective action 
by union members have been a major focus of Carlisto’s 
work and leadership in organized labor. He was a founding 
member of the North Country Alliance for Public Education, 
a community coalition that united educators, parents and 
other partners to address problems ranging from inadequate 
funding for rural schools to accountability based blame-and-
shame tactics against schools and educators.

An advocate for community schools, Carlisto has 
leveraged the experience of the AFT and NYSUT to help 
grow and expand this model in his district and region.

Carlisto was also a lead organizer in one of the most 
effective and noteworthy union mobilizations in recent 
years: the Picket in the Pines demonstration in Lake Placid, 
N.Y., against destructive school reform schemes.

LARRY J. CARTER, JR.

Larry J. Carter Jr. is president of the Louisiana Federation 
of Teachers & School Employees and a vice president of the 
American Federation of Teachers. 

Carter began teaching in 1993 at Murray Henderson 
Elementary School on the West Bank of New Orleans, 
where many of the children come from households without 
fathers or other male adults. The position gave Carter the 

chance to be a strong African American male role model for 
students. Carter became an active member of the United 
Teachers of New Orleans the moment he entered teaching, 
eventually serving on the union’s executive board. 
After seven years in the classroom, he was offered the 
opportunity to serve both children and his fellow educators 
as a staff representative for the union, and later the director 
of organizing. Carter was elected to be the UTNO president 
in May 2008 and the LFT president in July 2016. In his work 
with UTNO and LFT, Carter has been able to extend union 
solidarity across all Louisiana school systems.

Throughout his career, Carter has worked to ensure that 
the voices of teachers, paraprofessionals and clerical staff 
continue to be heard so that all the children of Louisiana 
have the opportunity to receive the outstanding education 
they deserve. He also believes in improving the lives of 
his members, enhancing the influence of the union and 
advancing the mission of public education.

KATHY A. CHAVEZ

Kathy Chavez is president of the Albuquerque 
Educational Assistants Association (AEAA) and executive 
vice president of AFT New Mexico.

Chavez began her career as a bus driver. From 1979 
to 1981, she worked with medically fragile children at 
Casa Angelica. From 1981 to 1997, she worked helping 
children with severe cognitive and physical disabilities 
as an educational assistant in Albuquerque’s Mark Twain 
Elementary School. While at Mark Twain, Chavez joined 
the Albuquerque Educational Assistants Association and 
served as a building representative for the union.

Chavez became AFT New Mexico’s vice president for 
paraprofessionals and school-related personnel (PSRP) in 
1990 and in 1995, she became executive vice president for 
AEAA. In 1998, she was elected AEAA’s president.

In 1995, Chavez was elected executive vice president of 
AFT New Mexico. She has served as an AFT vice president 
since 2004.

Among Chavez’s many accomplishments is the 
passage of New Mexico House Bill 304. Chavez lobbied 
for the measure, which establishes a minimum pay 
plan for educational assistants and is linked to NCLB’s 
requirements. The bill was approved by the New Mexico 
Legislature and was signed into law by Governor Bill 
Richardson in March 2004.

Chavez is a recipient of the 2004 Albert Shanker PSRP 
Pioneer Award. She serves on the AFT PSRP program and 
policy council and is a member of the AFT’s task force on 
NCLB, the AFT organizing committee, and the board of 
trustees of the New Mexico Federation of Labor, AL-CIO.
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DONNA M. CHIERA

Donna M. Chiera is the president of the American 
Federation of Teachers New Jersey, leading the 
30,000-member education union federation.

A lifelong teacher, Chiera retired in 2011 after spending 
more than 30 years in Perth Amboy Public Schools, 
working in the town where she grew up and attended 
school. She was primarily a special education teacher, 
finishing her career as a resource room teacher. She holds 
a bachelor’s and master’s degree from Kean University in 
Union, N.J.

Chiera recently chaired the AFT Teachers program 
and policy council. She has represented New Jersey 
teachers serving on several national AFT subcommittees, 
including on professional development, literacy and early 
childhood. She has represented the AFT in selecting the 
National Teacher of the Year and served on the New Jersey 
Teacher of the Year selection committee. At AFTNJ, she 
previously served as executive vice president for grades 
pre-K through 12.

From 1991 to 2013, Chiera was the president of her local, 
the Perth Amboy Federation. She worked with the district 
on a code of conduct, professional development and other 
educational initiatives to improve student achievement. 
Chiera was part of a Perth Amboy team of educators invited 
to participate in Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government Program on Public Sector Labor-
Management.

Chiera served as vice president of the Middlesex/
Somerset County Central Labor Council and was named 
Middlesex-Somerset CLC Labor Person of the Year in 2015. 
In 2016, the New Jersey State AFL-CIO named her New 
Jersey Labor Person of the Year.

Chiera serves as a vice president on the New Jersey State 
AFL-CIO executive board. She served as education chair 
for the city of Perth Amboy’s Strategic Planning Task Force 
and, after the 2017 election, served as education co-chair 
on New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy’s transition committee.

MELISSA CROPPER

Melissa Cropper is president of the Ohio Federation 
of Teachers, which represents 20,000 members in 55 
locals across the state, including public school educators 
and support staff, higher education faculty and support 
staff, and public employees. Before being elected state 
federation president in 2012, Cropper was a library media 
specialist in Georgetown, Ohio, for 14 years, a longtime 
president of the Georgetown Federation of Teachers, a 
member of the OFT executive committee and chair of the 
federation’s retirement committee.

At the state level, Cropper serves as secretary-treasurer 

of the Ohio AFL-CIO. She is also the secretary-treasurer 
of We Are Ohio, a state coalition of community and labor 
groups formed to preserve workers’ rights. In addition, 
she serves on the boards of Policy Matters Ohio and 
UHCAN Ohio, on the steering committee for Advocates 
for Ohio’s Future and is a labor representative on the 
Business Advisory Council of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Cleveland. At the national level, in addition to being 
an AFT vice president, Cropper is a co-chair of the AFT’s 
State Federation Presidents Advisory Committee as well 
as a member of the Defense Committee and the Human 
Rights Committee. As OFT president, she has developed 
collaborative relationships with leaders and organizations 
across the state to help fulfill the union’s mission of 
advocating for issues that affect not only OFT members 
but also the children, families and communities that our 
members serve.

AMANDA CURTIS

Amanda Curtis is the president of the Montana 
Federation of Public Employees, the largest union in 
Montana and America’s most professionally diverse 
union. MFPE represents K-12 educators and support staff; 
university faculty, staff and graduate employees; healthcare 
professionals; law enforcement and corrections officers; 
and local and state government employees.

MFPE champions fairness, democracy, economic 
opportunity, high-quality public education, and healthcare 
and public services for families and communities. MFPE 
believes public services are essential to any civilized society 
and allow families, communities and businesses to thrive. 
MFPE members are proud to protect and grow the middle 
class and help vulnerable people weather tough times and 
get back on their feet.

Prior to her election in 2020, Curtis held various offices 
in MFPE and served as the secretary-treasurer of the AFL-
CIO Southwestern Montana Central Labor Council. A 
high school biology and math teacher for 15 years, Curtis 
earned Distinguished Educator awards in Butte and 
Helena, Mont., and Distinguished Alumna honors from 
Montana Technological University. Curtis co-founded the 
Butte America Foundation, a social justice nonprofit and 
progressive radio station.

Curtis served two terms in the Montana Legislature, 
serving as vice chair of the business and labor committees 
and on the education and local government committees. 
As a state representative, she became the first politician 
in America to post a daily video update reporting on her 
committee and legislative work. Called by Montanans to 
serve, Curtis was the second woman in Montana history to 
run for U.S. Senate in August 2014. 

Curtis holds a bachelor’s degree in biology from 
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Montana Technological University and a master’s degree 
in educational leadership from the University of Montana. 
She snowboards, mountain bikes, canoes and rock climbs 
with her husband, Kevin, along the Continental Divide 
near her home in Montana.

JOLENE T. DIBRANGO

Jolene T. DiBrango was elected executive vice president 
of New York State United Teachers in April 2017. She 
oversees NYSUT’s Research and Educational Services 
Department and the union’s professional development 
arm, the Education & Learning Trust. She leads NYSUT’s 
advocacy with the New York State Board of Regents 
and State Education Department. DiBrango also leads 
and facilitates NYSUT’s Women’s Committee, which is 
dedicated to fighting for gender and wage equality and 
equal access to education and healthcare for all women. 
DiBrango is devoted to lifting up and supporting women. 
She is committed to supporting the next generation of 
women leaders through organizing and mentoring efforts. 

DiBrango, a longtime middle school teacher and 
union leader from the Rochester area, was elected to 
statewide office after serving three terms as president of 
the Pittsford District Teachers Association. DiBrango is 
dedicated to finding solutions to the teacher shortage and 
teacher diversity challenges facing our schools. She has 
spearheaded NYSUT’s Take a Look at Teaching initiative, 
a union-led effort to elevate the profession, increase the 
number of students and career changers entering teaching, 
improve diversity in the education workforce, and expand 
preK-12/higher ed partnerships to enhance teacher 
recruitment and support new teachers.

She also served as one of three active teacher members 
on the New York State Teachers’ Retirement System Board 
from 2014 to 2017.

A vice president and executive board member of the 
New York State AFL-CIO, DiBrango is a graduate of the 
NYSUT Leadership Institute and attended the New York 
State AFL-CIO Cornell Union Leadership Institute. She 
was elected as an AFT vice president in October 2017, 
serving on the AFT Teachers Program and Policy Council, 
executive council and AFT’s Teacher Diversity Advisory 
Panel.

DiBrango worked as a school-related professional for 
two years before she began her teaching career in 1994 
in the Canandaigua City School District and has spent 
the majority of her career in the Pittsford Central School 
District teaching sixth grade. A graduate of Mohawk 
Valley Community College, SUNY Oswego and Nazareth 
College, DiBrango holds teaching certificates in elementary 
education, reading and business education.

GLENEVA DUNHAM

GlenEva Dunham serves as the president of the Gary 
Teachers Union, Local 4, after years of working up through 
the ranks. She is also the president of AFT Indiana, a state 
federation with more than 4,000 members in 24 local 
unions. Her mentor was the late Sandra C. Irons, a past 
AFT vice president.

Dunham was born and raised in Gary, Ind., where 
she attended elementary, middle and high school. As a 
participant of the integration movement of the 1960s, she 
was bused from Gary’s West Side to the Glen Park area. She 
graduated from Lew Wallace High School in 1974 and from 
Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind., in 1978 with a 
bachelor’s degree in family and consumer sciences. She 
went on to earn a master’s degree in elementary education 
from Indiana University–Purdue University Indianapolis 
(IUPUI). At Purdue, she was a member of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha and held many leadership roles in the sorority.

Dunham has worked for the Gary Community 
School Corporation for more than 30 years, mostly as a 
kindergarten teacher. She says, “I have a passion for the 
children, which I’ve expressed through years of service as a 
PTA officer, organization sponsor, basketball coach, union 
building representative and school leader.”

Dunham also serves as a vice president of the 
Indiana State AFL-CIO. A member of the local branch 
of the NAACP, she is also a board member of the Gary 
Educational Development Foundation and is most 
proud of its work with the students and staff of the Gary 
Community School Corporation.

Dunham is the recipient of numerous awards, 
including the Viola Briley Service Award from the Gary 
Teachers Union, the Soror of the Year Award from the 
Gamma Psi Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha, an 
Outstanding Parent Award from the Gary Community 
School Corporation and the Outstanding Young Woman of 
America Award.

Dunham is married to Henry Dunham and is the 
mother of two sons, Hank Dunham Jr. and Jimmy Lamont. 
A member of Trinity Missionary Baptist Church, Dunham 
serves as a Sunday school teacher and youth supervisor.

“I am a woman of God,” she says. “I love my family, and 
I love serving the children of this great community in Gary, 
Ind.”

MARIETTA A. ENGLISH

Marietta English is the president of AFT-Maryland, 
representing almost 20,000 workers throughout the 
state, and an AFT vice president. She formerly served as 
president of the Baltimore Teachers Union for 21 years.

English represents eight local affiliates in Maryland. She 
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can be seen in the halls of Annapolis fighting for the rights 
of her members.

She has been a classroom teacher, a consulting teacher 
and a new-teacher mentor. She has taught all grades 
from pre-K through grade 8, and has worked as a special 
education instructor.

English is also a member of several civic, social and 
cultural organizations. She has served as president of the 
Metro-Baltimore Alliance of Black School Educators and 
the state affiliate. In 2014, English was elected president 
of the National Alliance of Black School Educators, the 
only teacher to ever hold that position. NABSE is the 
largest educational worldwide organization to represent 
minorities.

A life member of the NAACP, English has served as that 
organization’s youth director and is the chairperson of 
the Baltimore County Branch of ACT-SO (Afro-Academic, 
Cultural, Technological and Scientific Olympics) program.

English is a life member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
Inc., where she has served on several committees.

FRANCIS J. FLYNN

Francis J. “Frank” Flynn was elected as an AFT vice 
president at the union’s executive council meeting July 9, 
2011. Flynn had been the president of the Rhode Island 
Federation of Teachers and Health Professionals since 
November 2010. Prior to that, he served as president of the 
Cranston (R.I.) Teachers’ Alliance, Local 1704, for eight years.

Flynn began his career in 1977 as a special education 
teacher. His 34-year career included working at the 
elementary, middle and high school levels. He was 
involved in developing and implementing several highly 
effective inclusion models to better serve the special needs 
student population in Cranston.

His union involvement began in 1977 when he was 
first elected as building delegate, and over the next three 
decades he served in numerous capacities, including 
negotiations chair, grievance chair, vice president and 
president. During his tenure, he was instrumental in 
negotiating such education reforms as a professional 
development institute, a new teacher mentor program, and 
a teacher evaluation model. 

Flynn previously served on the AFT Teachers program 
and policy council. He currently chairs the AFT Legal 
Defense Fund, and serves on the AFT Constitutional 
Amendments and Convention Committee as well as other 
committees in the leadership of AFT. 

Additionally, Flynn serves on numerous educational, 
labor, and civic boards and committees. He sits on the 
executive committee of the Rhode Island  AFL-CIO, 
Working Rhode Island, and the Providence Central Labor 
Committee. He chairs the state’s Certification Policy 

Advisory Board and is a board member of the Occupational 
and Environmental Health Center of Rhode Island.

Flynn holds a bachelor’s degree in elementary and 
special education (1977) and a master’s degree in special 
education (1983), both from Rhode Island College.

JEFFERY M. FREITAS

Jeffery M. Freitas was elected president of the California 
Federation of Teachers in March 2019 after serving as CFT 
secretary treasurer for eight years. He is the first LGBTQ 
member to become president of the CFT. Freitas has 
advocated on behalf of members for over two decades. Before 
moving into statewide CFT leadership, he served as president 
of the Carpinteria Association of United School Employees, 
AFT Local 2216, and as a vice president of the CFT EC/TK-12 
Council. He also served on CFT staff as a field representative 
and a lobbyist.

As a secondary math teacher and member of CFT in the 
Carpinteria Unified School District, he created the first all 
English language learner algebra class and the school’s first 
multicultural studies class. While a local president, he worked 
to organize the classified workers into the local union so 
that all of the employees would unite for fair and equitable 
contracts. He has continued his efforts of full inclusion and 
equity by also serving on several AFT committees including 
Futures III, the Racial Justice Task Force, and the Committee 
on Revenue and Retirement Security. 

Freitas attended West Point from 1988 to 1990, 
then continued his education and received his B.A. in 
mathematics, his M.Ed. and his teaching credential from 
the University of California, Santa Barbara. In his role 
as CFT president, Freitas serves as a vice president of 
the California Labor Federation and the AFT. He lives in 
Sacramento with his husband, Doug MacLeod, who is a 
retired elementary school teacher.

LISA J. GOURLEY

Lisa Gourley has been a member of the Oregon School 
Employees Association since she began working as a special 
education assistant in 1995. She was elected president of the 
20,000 member OSEA in 2019. More than three decades ago, 
you could have found Gourley managing the Labor Booth at 
the Oregon State Fair or at the Union Label Show working as 
a volunteer. If you were looking for Gourley after class when 
she was in high school, you wouldn’t have found her at the 
mall; you would have found her at her father’s side typing 
up union grievances to help him prepare for the next day 
in his role as shop steward. Her tireless advocacy on behalf 
of working people started early in her life and has persisted 
throughout to guide and shape her into the dynamic and 
amazing labor leader she is today.
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Gourley has been recognized for excellence throughout 
her career as a special education assistant, and has held 
many different roles within the Oregon public school 
system. Lisa is a trained Braillist, has worked as a basic life 
skills assistant, and was the program coordinator for the high 
school SPED Rewards Reading Program.

Gourley serves on the AFT executive council as an 
AFT vice president, and delegate to the national AFL-
CIO convention. Within the AFT executive board, she is a 
member of the Rural Projects Committee as well as the AFT 
Member Benefits Committee. 

In addition to serving as an AFT vice president and 
president of the OSEA, she holds leadership roles in other 
labor and community organizations. Gourley is a vice 
president of the Oregon AFL-CIO; she is secretary for the 
Linn-Benton-Lincoln Central Labor Chapter and has served 
in the past as president, trustee and delegate. 

Gourley was elected to the City Council in Sweet Home, 
Ore., and is currently serving her second term. A happy 
mother of four children and grandmother to seven, she will 
proudly tell you that there are three generations of activist 
union women in the Gourley family. Growing up with the 
stories her mother told of unionism and fighting for dignity 
and respect on the job, Lisa Gourley has dedicated her life 
to improving conditions for working people, and has passed 
down that calling to her daughter, who like both her mother 
and her grandmother before her is also an active unionist. 

DAVID GRAY

David Gray has been president of the Oklahoma City 
Federation of Classified Employees since 1988. His early 
career included a one-year tour of duty in Vietnam and 
leadership in the building and construction trades. He 
was the first African-American to join the International 
Brotherhood of Heat and Frost Insulators, Local 94.

Gray is also a leader in national organizations promoting 
civil and human rights. He is a former vice president for 
the Oklahoma City chapter of the A. Philip Randolph 
Institute. He is chair of the Oklahoma AFL-CIO human 
rights committee and also chairs the AFT constitutional 
amendments and convention committee. He is a member 
of the AFT PSRP program and policy council and chair 
of the AFT convention and constitutional amendments 
committee as well as the AFT Annuity Trust.

RON GROSS

Ronald Gross is the second vice president for the New 
York State United Teachers. Elected to the position in 2020, 
Gross oversees program services for the union, which 
address a wide range of issues, including health and safety 
concerns and the unique needs of small and rural locals. 

Member constituencies serviced through his office include 
school-related professionals, healthcare professionals, new 
members and retiree members.

As part of his union work, Gross strives to foster unity 
among NYSUT members and to highlight the value of 
union membership. He believes that when union members 
work in solidarity, there are few goals that can’t be 
achieved.

President of the William Floyd United Teachers in New 
York for over 11 years, Gross was born and raised in the 
William Floyd community. For 30 years, he taught social 
studies at William Floyd High School, his alma mater.

An AFT delegate, Gross has served since 2017 as one of 
three active teacher members on the 10-member New York 
State Teachers’ Retirement System board. He conducts 
pension and retirement workshops, chairs the disability 
review committee, serves on the investment committee 
and is a delegate and attendee at the NYSTRS annual 
meeting. He is also an active member of the National 
Council on Teacher Retirement.

Gross earned a master’s degree from SUNY Stony Brook 
and a bachelor’s degree from SUNY Cortland.

ANTHONY M. HARMON

Anthony Harmon is a whirlwind who turns multitasking 
into an art form and seems to never get a moment’s 
rest. Currently serving as a director of staff of the United 
Federation of Teachers, Harmon assists in overseeing 
the union’s day-to-day operations. He has served as the 
director of parent and community outreach; the director 
of Dial-a-Teacher, the union’s homework help service; 
the director of the Albert Shanker Scholarship Fund; and 
chair of the UFT African Heritage Committee. He is always 
on the go with an abundance of duties and challenges 
to be met. In his capacity as the UFT’s point person on 
parent and community outreach, Harmon acts as the 
union’s ambassador to many grassroots parent and civic 
organizations as well as cultural and religious institutions.

Harmon was elected as an AFT vice president in July 2018.
Although his many UFT duties keep him very busy, 

Harmon still manages to serve in many other capacities, 
including having served as president of the New York City 
chapter of the A. Philip Randolph Institute, president of 
the New York branch of the NAACP, delegate to the New 
York City Central Labor Council, member of the board of 
directors of the New York State United Teachers, member 
of the board for the Greater New York Labor and Religion 
Coalition, member of the National Black Leadership 
Commission on AIDS and a delegate to the AFL-CIO 
convention. In May 2018, he was elected executive vice 
president of the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, 
a constituency group of the AFL-CIO. He began his 
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education career in 1987 at the High School of Graphic 
Communication Arts in New York City.

Harmon’s enthusiasm and drive make him a model for 
what a 21st-century educator and trade unionist can be. He 
is proud of the AFT’s long tradition of supporting civil and 
human rights and fighting for social and economic justice.

DAVID HECKER

David Hecker has served as president of AFT Michigan 
since 2001. Previously, he was secretary-treasurer of the 
state federation.

A member of the AFT executive committee, Hecker was 
first elected as an AFT vice president in 2004. He is co-chair 
of the AFT organizing committee and also serves on the 
AFT Annuity Trust Board and the AFT advisory committee 
on state federations.

Hecker also serves as a trustee of the Metropolitan 
Detroit AFL-CIO and is a member of the Michigan State 
AFL-CIO executive council. He is also an officer-at-large of 
the Michigan Democratic Party.

Hecker is active with various civic organizations. He 
chairs the board of Communities in Schools Michigan, is 
the secretary of the Metropolitan Affairs Coalition, and 
is on the boards of New Detroit, the Michigan League for 
Public Policy and the Education Alliance. 

Hecker has been a member of the AFT since 1977 
and has served as president of the Teaching Assistants 
Association Federation, the union of graduate assistants 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He is a member 
of the Lamphere (Mich.) Federation of Teachers. From 
1986 to 1996, Hecker served as executive assistant to the 
president of the Metropolitan Detroit AFL-CIO.

KARLA HERNÁNDEZ-MATS

Karla Hernández-Mats is the president of the United 
Teachers of Dade, the largest teachers union in the 
southeastern United States. Hernández-Mats served her 
first term as president from 2016 to 2019 and was elected 
for a second term by 73 percent. Prior to becoming 
president, she served as UTD’s secretary/treasurer from 
2013 to 2016.

In 2018, Hernández-Mats led the charge to mobilize 
teachers and the Miami-Dade community, helping to 
pass Referendum 362, an initiative put forth by the United 
Teachers of Dade to give public school teachers a salary 
raise and improve security in schools. To date, this is the 
largest pay increase in the history of Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools, garnering support from more than 70 
percent of Miami-Dade voters.

Her goal as a UTD leader is to have a profound impact 
on education policy and ensure a sound future for all 

children attending Miami-Dade County Public Schools. 
In July 2019, Hernández-Mats was recognized by Miami 
Today as part of its Achiever Series for her work in 
advancing public education throughout the Miami-Dade 
community.

Hernández-Mats serves on the Florida Education 
Association Governance Board, the FEA Executive Cabinet, 
the Florida AFL-CIO’s executive board, the Children’s 
Trust’s executive board and the Education Fund’s executive 
board, and she serves as the chairperson of the AFT’s 
Women’s Rights Committee.

She often speaks to national groups about the challenges 
public education teachers face and is an ardent advocate 
for immigration reform and the protection of children’s 
rights. In this role, she has served as a featured speaker and 
presenter for the AFT, the National Education Association, 
the Labor Council for Latin American Advancement, 
the Miami Women’s March and the Annual Legislative 
Conference of the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation.

Born and raised in Miami, Hernández-Mats is a first-
generation American of Honduran descent and is the 
first Hispanic officer to be elected to the United Teachers 
of Dade. She holds a bachelor’s degree from Florida 
International University in emotionally handicapped 
education and a master’s degree in business management 
from St. Thomas University.

Before dedicating her life and career to advocating for 
public education, Hernández-Mats expressed her love for 
public service in the classroom, where she taught for more 
than 10 years. In 2010, she was selected as Teacher of the 
Year at Hialeah Middle School for her outstanding work 
with special needs children. In 2017, she took a delegation 
of Miami-Dade educators to Haiti to educate students and 
staff at Sant Twa Ti Flé school.

Hernández-Mats is happily married and the mother 
of two. In addition to her advocacy and social justice 
work with the United Teachers of Dade, she is an active 
member of her church, where she volunteers her time for 
humanitarian efforts overseas.

JAN HOCHADEL

Jan Hochadel was elected president of AFT Connecticut in 
May 2015. At the time, she was in her sixth year as an officer of 
the affiliated State Vocational Federation of Teachers, 
representing the Connecticut Technical High School System’s 
educators and support personnel. 

Hochadel held a variety of union leadership roles with 
SVFT, including serving on the grievance and arbitration 
committee and as the building representative for J.M. Wright 
Technical High School in Stamford. She previously served 
as treasurer of AFT Connecticut’s state employee unions 
coalition and on the executive committee as jurisdictional 
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vice president for members employed under the State 
Employees Relations Act.

In addition to her union leadership roles, Hochadel has a 
deep background in education and public service. She taught 
science at both Wright Technical High School, where she 
was the 2006-07 teacher of the year, and Kaynor Technical 
High School in Waterbury. She also served as an after-school 
supervisor, class adviser, a Beginning Educator Support Team 
mentor and chemical hygiene officer while working as an 
educator in the CTHSS.

In 2016, Hochadel was elected as an AFT vice president 
where she sits on the organizing committee. She was re-
elected in 2018 to another two-year term and additionally 
serves on the AFT Public Employees program and policy 
council.

Since 2015, she has represented her state federation on the 
Connecticut AFL-CIO’s leadership board, and in 2017 was 
elected as the state labor umbrella’s executive vice president. 
In 2019, she was elected to co-chair the inter-American 
regional executive committee of Public Services International, 
the global voice for public employee unions.

In late 2018, then Gov.-elect Ned Lamont tapped Hochadel 
to serve on his transition committee. His administration 
selected her in spring 2020 for a major role on the state’s 
Reopen Connecticut panel to address the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. She represented teachers and school 
support staff on the public education subcommittee charged 
with developing plans to safely resume in-person learning.

Hochadel earned her Bachelor of Science degree in 
mechanical engineering from the University of New Haven 
and holds a Master of Science degree in education and an 
092 Intermediate Administrator Certification from Sacred 
Heart University.

JERRY T. JORDAN

Jerry T. Jordan is president of the Philadelphia 
Federation of Teachers. Educated in Philadelphia public 
schools, Jordan came from a family of public school 
teachers, with his grandparents, an uncle, aunts and 
cousins teaching in the South and in Philadelphia.

Jordan received his degree in education and Spanish 
from Temple University and began teaching high school 
Spanish and English as a Second Language in the 
Philadelphia school district.

Jordan recalls the pre-collective bargaining, pre-civil 
rights era of his youth when teachers were not treated 
as professionals and African American teachers were 
barred from teaching in white schools, in high schools or 
becoming principals. As a result, Jordan became active in 
the PFT and was elected the PFT building representative at 
University City High School.

In 1987, he joined the PFT as a district staff 

representative, representing teachers and support staff 
in 50 schools and school district offices. He was elected 
legislative representative on the PFT’s executive board 
and in 1989 was appointed special assistant to the PFT 
president and was elected general vice president by the 
members.

A year later, he was appointed director of the PFT staff, 
a position he held until June 2007, when he was elected to 
serve the unexpired term of the previous PFT president. 
He was elected to a four-year term as PFT president in 
February 2008.Jordan has been a member of the PFT’s 
negotiating team since 1992 and has been chief negotiator 
since 2000.

Jordan also is a vice president on the AFT executive 
council,  chair of the AFT standing committee on civil and 
human rights and a member of the AFT constitutional 
amendments and convention committee. He has served 
on the AFT Teachers program and policy council, the AFT 
urban schools initiative and the AFT task force on No Child 
Left Behind.

He is a vice president of the Philadelphia Central Labor 
Council and the Pennsylvania AFL-CIO. He was appointed 
by Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter to the board of the 
mayor’s office of community services.

Jordan has built effective coalitions with parents, 
education advocates and civic leaders to transform 
Philadelphia’s schools, improve graduation rates and 
expand educational opportunities for all of Philadelphia’s 
children.

FREDERICK E. KOWAL

Fred Kowal, a professor of political science and Native 
American Studies at the State University of New York at 
Cobleskill since 1985, was elected president of the United 
University Professions/SUNY in May 2013. UUP is the 
nation’s largest public higher education union representing 
more than 35,000 academic and professional faculty on 
SUNY’s 29 state-operated campuses.

Kowal has been a UUP activist for 20 years on both local 
and statewide levels. He served as UUP chapter president 
at SUNY Cobleskill from 1993 to 2003 and again from 2011 
until his election as statewide president. He has also been 
active in UUP’s legislative advocacy efforts, pressing for the 
union’s legislative and political action priorities, and he 
served on the state UUP executive board and negotiations 
team.

Kowal grew up in Chicopee, Mass., in a family that 
had strong roots in the union movement, as his father 
was a lifetime member of International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local 7, and his uncles were dedicated 
members of the Teamsters. He graduated summa cum 
laude from Western New England College with a B.A. in 
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economics, earned an M.A. in economic history from 
American University, and received a Ph.D. in political 
science from SUNY University at Albany. Prior to entering 
academia, he served as a research intern for the Senate 
Labor and Human Resources Minority Staff under the late 
Sen. Edward Kennedy and worked with developmentally 
challenged adults as a volunteer in Montana on the 
Flathead Indian Reservation.

STEPHANIE LY

Stephanie Ly was elected as an AFT vice president 
during the 2020 AFT convention. She has been the 
president of AFT New Mexico since 2012, and before that, 
she taught kindergarten and second and third grades in 
Illinois and New Mexico. 

Ly’s union activism started early in her career while 
teaching at Mohawk Elementary School in Bensenville, 
Ill. After moving to New Mexico, she became a building 
rep in the Rio Rancho school district and was elected 
secretary and executive vice president of the Rio Rancho 
School Employees’ Union, with whom she created a full-
time position for union work.

Ly earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary education 
at Elmhurst College in Illinois, earned a master’s in 
teaching and leadership at Saint Xavier University in 
Chicago, and completed extensive studies toward a Ph.D. 
(ABD) in curriculum and instruction at New Mexico State 
University in Las Cruces, N.M.

Ly views the world through a lens of fairness, justice, 
equity and taking action. She is passionate about fairness 
in the workplace, justice for wrongs committed in society 
and equity for all, with a special focus on educational 
access for historically marginalized communities.

Ly is married to an elementary school teacher who 
works in Rio Rancho public schools. She is the mother of 
four daughters, whose activities range from soccer and 
political activism to graduate school and service in the 
U.S. Air Force. She is a longtime PTA volunteer, serves as 
“Team Mom” for her daughters’ youth soccer leagues and 
has developed an educational curriculum for her church.

TERRENCE MARTIN, SR.

Terrence Martin, Sr. is executive vice president of the 
Detroit Federation of Teachers (DFT), a union committed 
to providing Detroit’s students and their families with safe, 
thriving and welcoming public schools. An outspoken 
advocate for social, educational and economic justice, 
Martin has spent the past decade fighting for students, 
educators and the people of Detroit. He is a native of 
Detroit and attended Detroit public schools.

Martin began his advocacy as a second-grade teacher at 

John Lynch Elementary on the east side of Detroit, where 
he became a building representative. His activism led him 
to the elected role of treasurer of the DFT.

After serving as treasurer for many years, Martin served 
in a variety of staff capacities at the DFT: labor relations 
administrator, community engagement coordinator and 
political action director.

He has been instrumental in reshaping how the DFT 
organizes and mobilizes its membership, parents and the 
community. Martin serves on the Michigan Education 
Justice Coalition and the 13th Congressional District 
Democratic Committee.

Martin attended Saint Francis University in 
Pennsylvania, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education. He also received a master’s degree 
in teaching from Marygrove College in Detroit.

He is an athlete who played basketball in high school 
and college and as a semi-professional. Martin is an active 
member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., and the 
proud father of a son who is a public school student in 
Detroit.

JOHN MCDONALD

John McDonald has been the president and chief 
negotiator of the Henry Ford Community College 
Federation of Teachers, AFT Local 1650, in Dearborn, 
Mich., since 1978. He also has served as AFT Michigan’s 
vice president for higher education since 1978 and has 
been a member of the AFT Higher Education program and 
policy council since 1991. He was first elected as an AFT 
vice president in 2012.

McDonald serves on the AFT’s Democracy Committee, 
Committee on Political Education, and Human and Civil 
Rights Committee. He is chairman of the United Schools 
Association, a political action committee representing the 
employee unions at Dearborn Public Schools and Henry 
Ford Community College.

He has served on the Michigan Coalition for Secure 
Retirement, the Metro Detroit AFL-CIO Executive Board, 
and a recent Michigan State Board of Education committee 
reviewing Michigan’s higher education attainment, success 
and strategy.

McDonald is a past president of the Dearborn Rotary 
Foundation, serves on the board of the Henry Ford 
Community College Foundation, and is active in many 
community organizations and political campaigns.

McDonald received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from the University of Michigan. His teaching career at 
Henry Ford Community College has focused on English 
composition and 19th-century American literature.



2 0 2 0  V I R T U A L  C O N V E N T I O N  R E P O R T    191

DANIEL J. MONTGOMERY

Daniel J. Montgomery was elected as an AFT vice 
president at the union’s executive council meeting July 9, 
2011. He also is president of the 103,000-member Illinois 
Federation of Teachers.

A veteran educator and union activist, Montgomery 
has been an IFT member since 1993. He served as head of 
the 1,900-member North Suburban Teachers Union, Local 
1274, for nearly 10 years, and was a vice president on the 
IFT executive board from 2002 until his election to the IFT 
presidency in 2010. He has been re-elected IFT president 
three times, in 2013, 2016 and 2019.  

Montgomery has been active at the national level, as 
well. He co-chaired the AFT Teachers program and policy 
council, and now serves on the Democracy Committee 
and the executive committee of the AFT. He has worked on 
various AFT task forces and committees, including those 
on teacher evaluation, retirement security, standards and 
artificial intelligence.

He currently serves as an elected vice president of the 
Illinois AFL-CIO, and on the boards of directors of the 
Center for Tax and Budget Accountability and Chicago’s 
famed Theater Oobleck.

A dedicated and experienced educator, Montgomery 
taught English for 18 years at Niles North High School in 
Skokie, Ill. He also taught in the City Colleges of Chicago 
and at Northwestern University. His teaching expertise has 
earned him a seven-year term on the board of directors of 
the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. 
In 2014, Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn appointed him a regent of 
the Lincoln Academy of Illinois, the state’s highest honor. 
And in 2018, Gov. JB Pritzker asked him to serve on his 
gubernatorial transition team.

Montgomery is married, has three children, and resides 
in Evanston, Ill.

MICHAEL MULGREW

Michael Mulgrew is the fifth president of the United 
Federation of Teachers, which represents nearly 200,000 
New York City public schools educators and school-related 
professionals, as well as child care providers, nurses, adult 
education instructors, retired members and other titles and 
organizations. He has been president since July 2009.

Under Mulgrew’s leadership, the union won two 
landmark contracts. In 2018, Mulgrew delivered a contract 
that empowers educators. Centered on the creation of 
a 400-member negotiating committee that based its 
approach on “members’ priorities,” this agreement was 
ratified four months early and runs until September 2022. 
It raised pay and longevities, extended due process rights 
to paraprofessionals and expanded the authority of school-

based UFT consultation committees.
The 2014 agreement included full retroactive pay, 

with an 18 percent increase over nine years; reductions 
in paperwork; increased career pathways for teacher 
leadership, while creating the Lead Teacher Assistant 
position for paraprofessionals; and a strengthening of parent 
engagement.

During the 2017-18 school year, Mulgrew increased the 
union’s organizing ahead of the U.S. Supreme Court Janus v. 
AFSCME decision declaring agency fees unconstitutional, 
potentially destabilizing union finances. Mulgrew’s 
#UnionProud campaign resulted in the UFT’s lowest levels 
of nonmembers in over 40 years.

Mulgrew in 2017 worked with the Municipal Labor 
Committee to secure health savings for members and the 
continuation of no health care premiums. He secured both 
state and city budgets that protected public schools. UFT 
Teacher Centers and Teacher’s Choice reimbursements 
retained funding.

In November 2017, Mulgrew joined more than 7,000 
members in a successful campaign for paid parental leave 
for UFT-represented employees.

Mulgrew was a leading proponent of United Community 
Schools, which brings health and social-emotional services 
to school buildings together with strengthened academic 
support and engagement for students and their families. 
He also advocated for the PROSE (Progressive Redesign 
Opportunity Schools for Excellence) initiative, which gives 
educators the ability to introduce innovative and productive 
changes to the way schools function.

He also championed the Positive Learning Collaborative 
student discipline initiative, which shifts away from punitive 
action, replacing it with restorative practices that can change 
school climate and individual behaviors.

Mulgrew promotes issues that include economic fairness, 
immigration reform, equality, social justice and the union’s 
humanitarian efforts. He has championed women running 
for public office and challenged educators to “Stand Up and 
Run” at the 2019 Spring Educational Conference.

He is a vice president of the American Federation of 
Teachers; an executive board member of New York State 
United Teachers; a member of both the executive council 
of the New York State AFL-CIO and the executive board of 
the New York City Central Labor Council; and executive vice 
chairman of the city’s Municipal Labor Committee.

Mulgrew taught 12 years at William E. Grady HS in 
Brooklyn, where he was chapter leader. Before becoming 
UFT president, Mulgrew was vice president for career and 
technical education high schools and chief operating officer.

The Staten Island native has degrees in English literature 
and special education from CUNY’s College of Staten Island. 
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ANDREW PALLOTTA

A grassroots leader and longtime educator, Andrew 
Pallotta was elected executive vice president of the New 
York State United Teachers in 2009 to help guide the union’s 
massive political mobilization and legislative efforts.

An elementary school teacher for more than two 
decades, Pallotta was an elected leader of the United 
Federation of Teachers, NYSUT’s affiliate in New York City, 
representing members in the Bronx.

A product of New York City public schools, Pallotta has 
been a major voice for public schools and is committed to 
student achievement. In his work as a union representative 
in the Bronx, a district of 40,000 students and 57 union 
chapters, Pallotta helped resolve contractual, educational 
and community concerns.

A graduate of the NYSUT Leadership Institute, Pallotta 
served as a delegate to NYSUT, the American Federation 
of Teachers and UFT conventions. He is a vice president of 
the New York State AFL-CIO.

Pallotta and his wife, Martha, have two children, 
Andreana and Stephen.

DONNA PHILLIPS, RN

Donna Phillips is the labor council chair of the Alaska 
Nurses Association, leading the organization’s labor 
program as a tireless advocate for nurses and patients 
across the Last Frontier.

Phillips began her nursing career in 1979 after she 
graduated from Kishwaukee College in Malta, Ill., with her 
associate’s degree in nursing. She then went on to earn her 
bachelor’s degree of science in nursing from the University 
of Illinois at Chicago in 1984, with her first nursing job 
at Loyola University Hospital in Maywood, Ill. She then 
worked on a burn unit at Parkland Hospital in Dallas, 
Texas, before finding her passion, critical care nursing, 
while working at Lutheran General Hospital in Park 
Ridge, Ill. For six years, Phillips worked as a travel nurse, 
taking assignments across the country before landing in 
Anchorage, Alaska, in 1994 and beginning as a staff nurse 
in the adult critical care unit at Providence Alaska Medical 
Center.

Phillips played an instrumental role on the first 
Providence Registered Nurses negotiations team, serving 
as a leader in the effort to secure a fair first contract for the 
nurses working at the hospital after their successful strike.

Phillips also plays an active role on AaNA’s legislative 
committee, working diligently for more than six years 
for the 2010 passage of the “No Mandatory Overtime for 
Nurses” bill, spending countless hours meeting legislators 
and educating politicians, the public and fellow nurses 
on the risks to both patients and medical staff due to 

mandatory overtime. In 2018, Phillips helped to champion 
the passage of a bill addressing workplace violence in 
healthcare settings, protecting nurses and healthcare 
professionals across Alaska.

She has served in many leadership positions within both 
her local bargaining unit, Providence Registered Nurses, 
and the Alaska Nurses Association, serving as the labor 
council chair for a total of 18 years thus far, beginning 
in 2002. Phillips also currently serves as treasurer of 
Providence Registered Nurses, a position she has held for 
more than 20 years total. Over the years, she has also held 
the positions of health and safety officer for Providence 
Registered Nurses and treasurer of the AaNA board of 
directors, and has served on the Anchorage Central Labor 
Council and as a vice president of the Alaska AFL-CIO.

In 2015, Phillips facilitated AaNA’s successful affiliation 
with the American Federation of Teachers. Since then, she 
has served in her appointment by AFT President Randi 
Weingarten on the AFT Nurses and Health Professionals 
program and policy council.

In 2020, Phillips led her union’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic—getting masks and face shields 
into the hands of AaNA union members, negotiating 
for fair wages and working conditions for nurses on the 
frontlines of the pandemic, and advocating for pandemic 
relief funding and Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration infectious disease protections for workers.

JUAN RAMIREZ

Juan Ramirez has 24 years teaching experience in 
kindergarten and grades second through fourth. He also 
taught adult education at the Wilson Lincoln Adult School 
for nine years.

His UTLA activism includes serving as:
• Chapter chair at Fishburn Elementary
• Bilingual Education Committee chair and co-chair
• South Area Steering Committee member
• UTLA House of Representatives member
• NEA Representative Assembly delegate
• CTA State Council delegate
• South Area director
• CFT EC/TK-12 Committee Vice President, which 

advocates for educators and students at the state level.
• UTLA Elementary Vice President (2011 to 2017) 
• UTLA/AFT Vice President and AFT 1021 President 

(2017 – Present)
As Elementary Vice President, he worked with teachers, 

parents, and community members to counter Parent 
Revolution as well as standing up for teachers harassed by 
administrators and the District. As part of his commitment 
to working with the community, he also hosted a Spanish 
radio show written for a Spanish language newspaper.
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As UTLA/AFT Vice President, he serves as one of the 
UTLA Political Officers.  

He also represent UTLA as Vice President for the Los 
Angeles Federation of Labor and the State Federation of 
Labor.  He represents UTLA at the American Federation 
of Teachers (AFT) and is always looking for new activists 
to represent and attend CFT and AFT trainings and 
conferences on behalf of UTLA.  He believes it is always 
important to promote and support new leaders for UTLA.

JESSE SHARKEY

Jesse Sharkey was elected as an officer of the 28,000 
member Chicago Teachers Union in 2010. He took over 
as president in 2018, and won re-election in 2019 with a 
program of union democracy, militancy, and commitment 
to racial equity and social justice. During his time in office, 
the CTU has built a network of hundreds of rank-and-file 
activists, strengthened ties to parents and the community, 
and provided an example to both the city and the country 
of how we can build power and win improvements in our 
schools when we create a well-organized, movement-
oriented union.

As a union officer, Sharkey has led many changes 
through the union that have improved the CTU’s 
effectiveness. He played a key role in the local’s common 
good bargaining strategy, which utilizes large rank-and-file 
bargaining teams, and involves community organizations, 
immigrants’ rights groups, and other stakeholders to 
develop popular bargaining demands. He led the merger 
between the CTU and the Chicago Alliance of Charter 
Teachers and Staff that unified district schools with the 
growing charter sector, which has helped slow school 
privatization and improved conditions in the charter 
sector. Sharkey spearheaded the process of moving the 
union from a corporate office downtown to a building with 
a beautiful meeting hall and classroom space on the city’s 
West Side, which was renovated by the CTU’s foundation. 
He also led six strikes, including the historic strike of 2012, 
the nation’s first strike at a charter school in 2018, and an 
11-day strike at Chicago Public Schools in fall 2019, which 
resulted in many improvements for CTU members and 
for the public schools, including reduced class sizes and 
increased clinician staffing.

Prior to being elected to CTU leadership in 2010, 
Sharkey taught social studies in Chicago Public Schools 
for 12 years at Senn High School and Chicago Vocational 
Career Academy, where he also coached chess, served 
as union delegate, and worked with community and 
activist groups such as the Kenwood Oakland Community 
Organization and the Campaign to End the Death 
Penalty. In 2004, he played a leading role in the Save 
Senn campaign, which mobilized hundreds of parents to 
oppose the takeover of the school by a military academy, 

an experience that taught him the value of defending 
traditional public schools against privatization.

Sharkey represents the CTU on the American Federation of 
Teachers executive council, and sits on the Illinois Federation 
of Teachers executive board. He earned both his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from Brown University where he studied 
history and education, and currently lives with his wife and 
two children in Chicago’s Rogers Park neighborhood.

ANDREW SPAR

Andrew Spar is president of the Florida Education 
Association, the state’s largest association of professional 
employees.

Spar was born and raised in the suburbs of New York 
City, attending public schools. A violinist since age 6, he 
earned his bachelor’s degree in music education from Ohio 
State University, graduating in 1994.

That same year, he went to Daytona Beach to teach at 
Turie T. Small Elementary School, where more than 90 
percent of the students lived in poverty. The music teacher 
soon found his voice as an advocate and has worked ever 
since on behalf of public school students, schools, teachers 
and education staff professionals.

“I could not read when I was in first grade,” Spar recalls. 
“I struggled in school. But the educators in my life were 
empowered to make my success a priority, and that’s just 
what they did. I want the same world for my family and for 
all of Florida’s children.”

At Turie T. Small, Spar served as school-improvement 
chair for two years and as a union steward for seven years. 
He would go on to become president of his local union in 
May 2003 and led Volusia United Educators until he was 
elected FEA vice president in 2018. In September 2020, he 
was named FEA president after the previous president, 
Fedrick C. Ingram, was elected secretary-treasurer of the 
American Federation of Teachers.

During his 15 years leading the Volusia union, Spar 
negotiated 14 contracts, handled numerous grievances and 
arbitrations, and spent many long hours advocating for 
members and working families.

In 2017, he led the merger of the Volusia Teachers 
Organization and the Volusia Educational Support 
Association to create Volusia United Educators. The new 
union has nearly 3,800 members and represents more than 
6,000 teachers, paraprofessionals and office specialists in 
Volusia County Schools.

Throughout his career, Spar has served on committees and 
task forces for the AFT. At FEA, he spent eight years on the 
executive cabinet. He also has served on the executive board 
of the Florida AFL-CIO and was secretary-treasurer of the 
organization from January 2016 until September 2020.

Spar’s wife, Vernell, is also a public school music teacher. The 
Spars have two daughters; both girls attend public schools.
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DENISE SPECHT

Denise Specht has been the president of Education 
Minnesota since 2013. Prior to her presidency, she was 
Education Minnesota’s secretary-treasurer. Specht is an 
AFT vice president, a member of the Minnesota AFL-CIO’s 
executive committee and general board, and serves in 
various roles at the National Education Association. 

A fourth-generation teacher, Specht holds an elementary 
teaching license and taught in Texas and Minnesota before 
becoming a teacher on leave to hold her union position. 

She has extensive leadership experience in her district 
and community as well as in the union. She served on the 
district budget reduction task force and facility use task 
force and as president, vice president, treasurer, building 
representative and alternative compensation committee 
member in the Centennial Education Association.

At the national level, she has served on the National 
Education Association’s membership advisory committee 
and its higher education subcommittee. Specht serves on 
the board of the Minnesota Women’s Consortium, a national 
collaborative of more than 150 member organizations that 
works to achieve equality and justice for women and their 
families. She also is a member of the Nellie Stone Johnson 
Scholarship Program board and the Women in Union 
Leadership Project steering committee. Specht is especially 
interested in building relationships that advance support for 
innovative solutions to the challenges in public education.

WAYNE SPENCE

Wayne Spence became the first African American 
president of the New York State Public Employees 
Federation in June 2015. During his 27 years in state 
government working as a parole officer, he has been very 
active in the PEF. Among his numerous leadership positions: 
vice president, shop steward, division health and safety 
chair, executive board member, Long Island political action 
co-chair and assistant council leader of Division 236 (New 
York state parole officers).

Spence is known as a leader who demands the union and 
the state follow through on mandates, especially for member 
health and safety and community safety issues. He helped 
change parole policies to ensure that pregnant officers were 
not required to place themselves and their unborn children 
at risk by executing felony warrants, and he secured state 
management action to install metal detectors after incidents 
of violence with weapons affecting members.

He currently serves as an appointed member of New York 
State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli’s advisory council and 
on the AFT Nurses and Health Professionals program and 
policy council. In addition, he is on the executive board of 
the Service Employees International Union and is a member 
of the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists.

Spence, who was born in Jamaica and moved to the 
United States when he was 10, is a graduate of the New York 
Institute of Technology with a bachelor’s degree in electrical 
engineering. He was named to City & State New York’s 2016 
Albany Power 100 list, is a certified police firearms instructor 
and instructor evaluator, is a member of Phi Beta Sigma 
Fraternity Inc. and 100 Blacks in Law Enforcement Who 
Care, and sits on the First Baptist Church of Freeport board 
of trustees.

JESSICA J. TANG

Jessica Tang was elected president of the 10,000-member 
Boston Teachers Union, Local 66, in June 2017. She was 
elected as an AFT vice president in July 2018.

Tang began teaching middle school social studies 
in Boston Public Schools in 2005 and served as the first 
director of organizing at the Boston Teachers Union from 
2013 to 2017. She has served as a vice president for AFT 
Massachusetts since 2016 and is also currently a vice 
president of the Massachusetts AFL-CIO. In addition, she 
is a founding member of the Asian Pacific American Labor 
Alliance’s Massachusetts chapter and was appointed as the 
AFT representative on the national APALA executive board 
in 2017. She is the first person of color, first openly LGBTQ 
leader and first woman in more than 30 years to serve as 
president of the BTU.

Throughout her years in Boston Public Schools, she 
served in many teacher-leader positions, including on Gov. 
Deval Patrick’s Teacher Advisory Board, on the BPS Teacher 
Diversity Work Group and as a BPS history and social 
studies fellow. She is a co-founder of the Teacher Activist 
Group Boston, a former co-chair of the Massachusetts Asian 
American Educators Association and a board member of 
Citizens for Public Schools. As a teacher activist, she has 
been involved in many different community organizations 
that are working to advance racial, social and economic 
justice. She earned her bachelor’s at Harvard University and 
holds a master’s in education from the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education.

Tang began working in Boston public schools during 
college as a volunteer tutor and became the tutoring 
program director at Mather Elementary School in 2000. 
She began her teaching career as a student teacher at 
McCormack Middle School in 2004 before teaching at Gavin 
Middle School and the Young Achievers Science and Math 
Pilot School. As the founding director of organizing, she 
spearheaded both internal and community organizing 
efforts at the BTU. These efforts included the co-founding 
and creation of the Boston Education Justice Alliance and 
the Massachusetts Education Justice Alliance, which led 
the “Save Our Public Schools/No on 2” campaign to defeat 
the charter expansion ballot question in 2016. In addition, 
she has successfully led the “Everyone Is Welcome Here” 
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campaign, BTU’s Annual Back to School Fair, the “Less 
Testing, More Learning” campaign and the creation of 
BTU’s organizing committees. 

ADAM URBANSKI

A former high school teacher and college professor, 
Adam Urbanski has been a national leader in education 
reform. As president of the Rochester (N.Y.) Teachers 
Association, he proposed and designed an internship 
program for new teachers, a peer review and intervention 
plan, a career ladder, an innovative Living Contract 
approach to collective bargaining, and a homework hotline 
for students.

In addition to serving on the AFT executive council, 
Urbanski is a member of the AFT executive committee 
and the AFT democracy committee. He also serves on the 
board of directors and executive committee of the New 
York State United Teachers.

Urbanski was the founding director of the Teacher 
Union Reform Network (TURN), an organization aimed 
at creating a new vision of teachers unions that supports 
needed changes in education. He was a trustee of the 
National Center for Education and the Economy and 
a senior associate to the National Commission on 
Teaching and America’s Future. He has served in an 
advisory capacity to many professional and community 
organizations, including the advisory board of Harvard 
University’s National Center for Educational Leadership, 
the policy working group at the Annenberg Institute for 
School Reform and the National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards.

A native of Poland, Urbanski immigrated to the United 
States in 1960. He is the author of numerous published 
articles and has been honored with the Phi Delta Kappa 
Leadership in Education Award; the Hutchinson Medal 
Award for Distinguished Public Service from the University 
of Rochester; and an honorary doctorate from the State 
University of New York, Oswego. He holds a bachelor’s 
degree in political science and a Ph.D. in American social 
history, both from the University of Rochester.

DEBBIE WHITE, RN

Debbie White is a Registered Nurse and President 
of Health Professionals and Allied Employees (HPAE), 
the largest healthcare union in New Jersey. With 14,000 
members, HPAE was founded by White’s well-respected 
predecessor, Ann Twomey, and includes nurses, 
social workers, CNAs, phlebotomists, dietary workers, 
environmental workers, lab techs, pharmacy techs and 
respiratory therapists. 

White, a fierce advocate for quality patient care and 

worker’s rights, got her start as a staff nurse at Virtua 
Memorial Hospital in New Jersey, and was present in 1996 
when its nurses organized with HPAE as Local 5105. White 
served as president of Local 5105 for eight years before 
winning election as president of HPAE. 
As HPAE president, White has brought her avid advocacy 
for healthcare workers to many burning issues in both 
state and national spheres. On safe staffing, while HPAE 
has found success through collective bargaining, White 
continues to fight for enforceable staffing regulations at 
the state and national level. She has also become an expert 
in addressing workplace violence, filing multiple OSHA 
complaints when staff were injured by violent patients and 
pursuing a national OSHA standard for workplace violence.

In fighting for worker safety during the COVID 
pandemic in New Jersey, HPAE under White’s guidance 
filed OSHA claims resulting in citations for employers 
who have failed to protect their frontline caregivers. HPAE 
also successfully pushed the Essential Workers Bill which 
provides an automatic presumption that essential workers 
who contract COVID, did so in the workplace. In addition, 
HPAE drafted legislation that mandates employers to 
report exposure, sickness and fatalities from COVID. 

White also continues to dedicate herself to the fight 
against privatization and corporatization of healthcare 
systems in New Jersey and across the nation. 

CARL WILLIAMS

Carl James Williams began his career in California’s 
Lawndale School District in 1994 as a noon-duty staff 
person. A year later, Williams moved into a special 
education classroom as an instructional assistant. Five 
years after that, he transitioned to night custodian, and he 
finally landed in his current role after being promoted to 
senior day custodian, a position he has held for more than 
a decade.

In 2008, Williams was elected president of the Lawndale 
Federation of Classified Employees, and in 2020 was 
elected as an AFT vice president. In addition to serving in 
that role, Williams also represents classified employees as 
president of the California Federation of Teachers Council 
of Classified Employees.

Williams has always been an avid learner. A few years 
ago, he decided to take a class or two in labor studies to 
help him be a more effective president, but he enjoyed his 
classes so much that he ended up completing an entire 
course of study and now holds a labor studies certification 
from Los Angeles Trade Technical College. 

Williams is proud of the organizing work the Lawndale 
Federation of Classified Employees has done. Under 
his leadership, the local has more than doubled, with 
new paraprofessionals and school support staff who are 
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excited and eager to support students and build their 
profession. Williams’ dedication and tenacity has shown 
through during the COVID-19 pandemic. The onset of 
the pandemic brought with it the threat of layoffs for 
over 70 percent of Lawndale Federation’s membership. 
Transforming despair into hope, Williams got to work 
organizing. Over the span of two weeks, he mobilized 
members, engaged community allies and negotiated with 
the district to ensure not a single member was laid off due 
to the pandemic. 

Within the national AFT, Williams is a member of the 
Racial Equity Task Force. The task force was formed shortly 
after the killing of Trayvon Martin. “This was my first real 

introduction to the AFT. When I was asked to join this 
committee, it made me feel like my union didn’t just care 
about me as a worker, the AFT cared about me as a Black 
man—not just as a worker but as a human being.”

Williams is the devoted husband to his wife, Yolanda; 
together, they have raised three biological children and 
have been foster parents to 70 children. If you ever have the 
opportunity to speak with Williams, he will quickly tell you 
that he and his wife don’t like to use the “F-word” in their 
household. They made no distinction between kids living 
under their roof, and now enjoy relationships with more 
grandchildren than can easily fit in a small school bus.
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