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January 23, 2019

Rudy Fichtenbaum, President

American Association of University Professors
1133 Nineteenth St., NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036

Dear Mr. Fichtenbaum:

On behalf of the 1.7 million member American Federation of Teachers,  am writing

to express our wholehearted support for the Wright State University faculty and its

chapter of the American Association of University Professors in your strike for a fair

contract and the teaching and learning environment your students deserve. You
are striking for nothing less than the future of your students, academic freedom
and your university.

Defending academic freedom and the free exchange of ideas on campus has always

been a core value for the AFT and our higher education members in particular. The
threats to academic freedom and educational quality are numerous, spawned by
the growing number of faculty members being forced to work off the tenure track.
And shared governance is another one of our values; it is democracy in action,
ensuring that academic decisions are made for academic—not political,
commercial or bureaucratic—reasons.

Your university is attempting to impose a contract on faculty that takes direct aim
at all these principles, and we stand with you in your fight against it.

This imposition would unquestionably shift Wright away from full-time, tenure-
track faculty to an underpaid and undersupported contingent instructional
workforce lacking due process and the freedom to teach. The imposed contract
would disable shared governance, allowing the university to exercise unilateral
powers on issues such as faculty workloads and merit pay. Add in skyrocketing
healthcare costs for employees, and the result of this contract will be a teaching
force at Wright that is silenced, stretched thin, stripped of time for scholarly
research, and desperately struggling to earn a living and afford healthcare.

Life under such a contract will not enable you to give your students the kind of
high-quality education they come to this university hoping to find. It will not

attract topnotch faculty and staff to Wright University. It will not leave even a shred
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of the academic freedom and love of learning that define higher education and
make such an education valuable.

Faculty have offered significant financial concessions to ameliorate a financial
crisis at the university that you did nothing to cause. You have endured 24 months
of obstructionism, with the university stonewalling your continued attempts to
negotiate, and it has chosen to impose a contract rather than come back to the
bargaining table. You have waited to strike until striking was truly your last resort.

The AFT and our members from coast to coast stand with you. We applaud your
courage and your dedication to doing what'’s best for your students and your
university. We stand with you in your fight to protect the essential principles that
lie at the heart of a quality higher education.

Sincerely,

Ll

Randi Weingarten
President
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cc: Martin Kich, President, Wright State University AAUP

Julie Schmid, Executive Director, AAUP
Alyssa Picard, AFT Higher Ed



