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The American Federation of Teachers is a union of professionals that champions fairness; democracy;
economic opportunity; and high-quality public education, healthcare and public services for our

students, their families and our communities. We are committed to advancing these principles through
community engagement, organizing, collective bargaining and political activism, and especially through
the work our members do.
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All  across the world,  the f ight of democracy against
autocracy is  being waged, but nowhere is that f ight more
palpable than in Ukraine.  Russia President Vladimir Putin’s
unjust and criminal war against the people of Ukraine is not
just a f ight over territory and borders ,  it ’s  a f ight for the very
principles we extol and raise up every day in our work:
Freedom and democracy.  Ukraine has always believed in its
r ight to self-determination,  and this war is  another chapter
in that story that Ukrainians are pushing for with resolve,
resi l ience,  courage and determination.  That is  why we came
to Ukraine,  not simply to bear witness to their  struggles,  but
as believers of freedom and democracy,  as believers in the
future of the world,  in the peace of the world,  in the sanctity
of the world,  and that the world can provide a better l i fe to
its inhabitants.



R I G H T  N O W ,  S C H O O L T E A C H E R S  I N  U K R A I N E  H A V E
A L L  T H E  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  I N  T H E I R
H A N D S  A N D  H E A D S  A S  T H E Y  T R Y  T O  H E L P  K I D S  G E T
T H R O U G H  T H E I R  T R A U M A ,  A S  T H E Y  T R Y  T O  G E T  K I D S
T O  L A U G H  A G A I N .  B U T  T H E Y  D O  N O T  Q U I T .  T H E Y
R E F U S E  T O  G I V E  I N  A N D  L E T  P U T I N  W I N .  T H E Y  A R E
R E F U S I N G  T O  L E T  R U S S I A  T A K E  T H E I R  L I B E R T Y  A N D
T H E I R  L I V E S  A W A Y ,  A N D  T H A T  I S  S O M E T H I N G  I  H A V E
S E E N  I N  T H E  Q U I E T  C O N V E R S A T I O N S  I  H A V E  H A D
W I T H  M O T H E R S  A N D  T E A C H E R S .  I T  I S  U T T E R L Y
A M A Z I N G ,  T H E  A B I L I T Y  T O  K E E P  A L I V E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F
D E M O C R A C Y ,  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  F R E E D O M  A N D  T H E
S P I R I T  O F  W A N T I N G  O U R  K I D S  T O  H A V E  A  B E T T E R
F U T U R E .  

W H A T  O U R  S I S T E R  U N I O N ,  T H E  T R A D E  U N I O N  O F
E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S C I E N C E  W O R K E R S  O F  U K R A I N E ,
H A S  B E E N  A B L E  T O  D O  H E R E  I S  N O T H I N G  S H O R T  O F
M I R A C U L O U S ,  B U T  E V E N  T H A T  W O R D  T A K E S  A W A Y
F R O M  T H E I R  A B I L I T Y .  T U E S W U  M E M B E R S  H A V E  B E E N
H E L P I N G  E D U C A T O R S  I N  O C C U P I E D  L A N D S  M O V E
A N D  G E T  S E T T L E D  I N  W E S T E R N  U K R A I N E .  T H E Y ’ V E
B E E N  H E L P I N G  P E O P L E  W H O  H A V E  L E F T  T H E
C O U N T R Y  C O M E  B A C K .  T H E Y ’ V E  B E E N  H E L P I N G
T H E I R  S T U D E N T S  W H E N  I T  C O M E S  T O  O N L I N E
E D U C A T I O N .  A N D  T H E Y ’ V E  B E E N  F I G H T I N G  W I T H  A L L
T H A T  T H E Y  H A V E  T O  P R O T E C T  T E A C H E R S .  B U T  T H E Y
A R E  N O T  J U S T  F I G H T I N G  F O R  T H E I R  F E L L O W
M E M B E R S .  T H E Y ’ R E  R O L L I N G  U P  T H E I R  S L E E V E S  A N D
H E L P I N G  A L L  O F  T H E  T E A C H E R S  A N D  C H I L D R E N  I N
U K R A I N E .
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W E  A L S O  C A M E  T O  U K R A I N E  T O  M E E T  W I T H  O U R
C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  P A R T N E R S ,  T H O S E  I N  U K R A I N E  W H O
A R E  D O I N G  A L L  T H A T  T H E Y  C A N  T O  H E L P  T H E I R
C O U N T R Y  D U R I N G  T H I S  W A R .  T H E  O R G A N I Z A T I O N
S A V E  U K R A I N E  I S  B R I N G I N G  C H I L D R E N  B A C K  F R O M
R U S S I A  A N D  H E L P I N G  T H E M  C O P E  W I T H  T H E I R
T R A U M A ,  A N D  T H E  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  S A V E  E D  I S
F O C U S E D  O N  R E B U I L D I N G  E D U C A T I O N  I N  T H E
C O U N T R Y .  T H E Y  I N S P I R E D  M E  D E E P L Y  D U R I N G  M Y
T I M E  W I T H  T H E M ,  P R O V I D I N G  A N O T H E R  T W O
E X A M P L E S  O F  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  F O U N D E D  B Y
U K R A I N I A N S  D O I N G  E V E R Y T H I N G  T H E Y  C A N  T O  H E L P
T H E I R  P E O P L E  N O T  J U S T  N O W ,  B U T  I N  T H E  F U T U R E .
T H E S E  P R O B L E M S  W I L L  N O T  D I S A P P E A R  O N C E  T H E
W A R  I S  O V E R .  T H E Y ’ R E  G E N E R A T I O N A L .  O N C E  P E A C E
H A S  B E E N  B R O K E R E D ,  T O D A Y ’ S  C H I L D R E N  W I L L
C O N T I N U E  T O  F E E L  T H E  P A I N  O F  T H I S  W A R ,  A N D  I T
I S  U P  T O  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  L I K E  T H E S E  T O  H E L P  T H E M
C O P E  W I T H  T H E I R  S O C I A L  A N D  E M O T I O N A L  T R A U M A .

I  S A W  T H I S  F I G H T  U P  C L O S E  A N D  P E R S O N A L .  W E
E N T E R E D  K Y I V  A N D  W E N T  S T R A I G H T  T O  A  B O M B
S H E L T E R  A S  D R O N E S  W E R E  S T R U C K  D O W N  J U S T
B L O C K S  A W A Y  F R O M  U S ,  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T
H A P P E N E D  A G A I N  T H E  N E X T  N I G H T .  W E  T R A V E L E D
T O  B O R O D I A N K A  A N D  M A K A R I V  T O  S E E  F I R S T H A N D
T H E  D E V A S T A T I O N  T H A T  R U S S I A  H A S  C A U S E D  W I T H
T H I S  W A R .  D E S T R O Y E D  A P A R T M E N T  B U I L D I N G S ,
B O M B E D  O U T  A N D  S H O T  U P  S C H O O L S ,  A N
A B A N D O N E D  K I N D E R G A R T E N  B U I L D I N G ,  A L L
L E G A C I E S  O F  R U S S I A  T R Y I N G  T O  D E S T R O Y  T H I S
C O U N T R Y  A N D  I T S  P E O P L E .  I  W A L K E D  T H R O U G H  T H E
S H A T T E R E D  H A L L S  O F  T H A T  K I N D E R G A R T E N  A N D
S A W  A L L  T H A T  W A S  L E F T  B E H I N D  I N  T H E  W A K E  O F
B U L L E T S  A N D  A R T I L L E R Y  S H E L L S .  T H E  P A I N T E D
H A L L W A Y S ,  O N C E  A  C A U S E  O F  J O Y  F O R  T H E
C H I L D R E N  W H O  W E N T  T H E R E ,  W E R E  N O W  C O V E R E D
I N  S H A T T E R E D  G L A S S  A N D  D I R T Y  W I T H  S O O T .
B U L L E T I N  B O A R D S  O N C E  H O L D I N G
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D  F L Y E R S  F O R  T H E  C H I L D R E N
N O W  L A I D  O N  T H E  G R O U N D ,  B R O K E N  A N D  L E F T
B E H I N D .  I  W A L K E D  T H R O U G H  H A L L S  R I D D L E D  W I T H
B U L L E T  H O L E S  A N D  G R A F F I T I  L E F T  B E H I N D  B Y
R U S S I A N  F O R C E S ,  A  S T A R K  R E M I N D E R  O F  A  H I S T O R Y
O N L Y  M O N T H S  O L D .
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T H I S  I S  T H E  L E G A C Y  T H A T  R U S S I A  I S  L E A V I N G
B E H I N D  I N  U K R A I N E .  D E S T R U C T I O N ,  C H A O S  A N D
B A N D I T R Y .  I T  W A S  D E E P L Y  U N S E T T L I N G ,  B U T  I  K N E W
T H A T  I  H A D  T O  B E  T H E R E .  W H E N  I  W A S  A  H I G H
S C H O O L  T E A C H E R ,  M Y  K I D S  U S E D  T O  S A Y ,  “ Y O U
N E E D  T O  W A L K  T H E  W A L K ,  N O T  J U S T  T A L K  T H E  T A L K ,
M S .  W E I N G A R T E N . ”  T H E R E  I S  N O  B E T T E R  W A Y  T O
W A L K  T H E  W A L K  T H A N  A C T U A L L Y  B E I N G  I N  U K R A I N E
I N  S O L I D A R I T Y  W I T H  O U R  U N I O N  S I B L I N G S .  T H A T ’ S
W H A T  W E  T R I E D  T O  D O  W I T H  T H I S  T R I P  T O  K Y I V ,
A N D  W H A T  W E ’ V E  A L W A Y S  T R I E D  T O  S H O W  I N  A L L
O F  O U R  P R E V I O U S  T R I P S .  I T ’ S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  S H A R E
S O R R O W  T O G E T H E R ,  B U T  I T ’ S  A L S O  I M P O R T A N T  T O
M O V E  F O R W A R D  T O G E T H E R .  T H A T ’ S  W H A T
S O L I D A R I T Y  I S  A L L  A B O U T .  T H A T ’ S  W H A T  U N I T Y  I S
A L L  A B O U T .  T H A T ’ S  W H A T  W A L K I N G  T H E  W A L K  I S
A L L  A B O U T .
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T r i p  S u m m a r y

W I T H  T H E  R U S S I A N  I N V A S I O N  O F  U K R A I N E ,  T H E  F O C U S  O F
N A T O  A N D  T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O M M U N I T Y  H A S  B E E N  O N
M I L I T A R Y  A N D  E C O N O M I C  A S S I S T A N C E  T O  H E L P  U K R A I N E
W I N  T H E  W A R .  T H E  A M E R I C A N  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  T E A C H E R S

I S  O F  T H E  O P I N I O N  T H A T  T H E  C O L L A T E R A L  D A M A G E  T O
E D U C A T I O N―T O  T E A C H E R S ,  C H I L D R E N  A N D

P A R E N T S―D E S E R V E S  O U R  A T T E N T I O N .  



A F T  L E A D E R S  T R A V E L E D  T O  K Y I V  M A Y  8 - 1 2 ,  2 0 2 3 ,
A L O N G S I D E  O U R  P A R T N E R S  E D U C A T I O N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

A N D  T H E  E U R O P E A N  T R A D E  U N I O N  C O M M I T T E E  F O R
E D U C A T I O N  I N  O R D E R  T O  M E E T  W I T H  P A R T N E R  U N I O N S
A N D  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S .  T H E  A F T  W A S  L E D  B Y  P R E S I D E N T

R A N D I  W E I N G A R T E N  A N D  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T  D A N
M O N T G O M E R Y .  E I  W A S  L E D  B Y  G E N E R A L - S E C R E T A R Y  D A V I D

E D W A R D S ,  A N D  E T U C E  W A S  L E D  B Y  P R E S I D E N T  L A R R Y
F L A N A G A N .
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A F T  M I S S I O N  T O  T H E  P O L A N D - U K R A I N E  B O R D E R :
M A R C H  2 0 2 2
A F T  M I S S I O N  T O  L V I V :  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 2
A F T  E F F O R T  T O  P R O V I D E  G E N E R A T O R S  F O R
S C H O O L S :  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3

T H E  A F T  H A S  A  L O N G  H I S T O R Y  O F  M I S S I O N S  T O
U K R A I N E  D A T I N G  B A C K  T O  2 0 1 4 ,  A N D  T H I S  W A S  T H E
A F T ’ S  F O U R T H  M I S S I O N  T O  U K R A I N E  S I N C E  T H E  W A R
B E G A N .  I N  2 0 1 4 ,  W E I N G A R T E N  J O I N E D  A  M I S S I O N
W I T H  E I  T O  M E E T  W I T H  T U E S W U  I N  T H E  W A K E  O F
T H E  M A I D A N  P R O T E S T S  A N D  J O I N T L Y
C O L L A B O R A T E D  T O  R E B U I L D  T H E  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  O F
T H E  U N I O N .  I N  M A R C H  2 0 2 2 ,  T H E  A F T  L E D  A  M I S S I O N
T O  T H E  P O L A N D - U K R A I N E  B O R D E R  T O  E V A L U A T E
T H E  C O N D I T I O N S  O F  R E F U G E E S  F L E E I N G  U K R A I N E .
I N  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 2 ,  T H E  A F T  U N D E R W E N T  I T S  F I R S T
M I S S I O N  I N T O  U K R A I N E  S I N C E  T H E  W A R  B E G A N ,
M E E T I N G  W I T H  T U E S W U  I N  L V I V  T O  D I S C U S S  T H E
N E E D S  O F  E D U C A T O R S ,  R E S U L T I N G  I N  A
S U B S E Q U E N T  T R I P  I N  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3  T O  P R O V I D E
5 0  G E N E R A T O R S  T O  S C H O O L S  A C R O S S  T H E  L V I V
R E G I O N .

T H E S E  M I S S I O N S  L E D  T O  T H I S  M O S T  R E C E N T  O N E ,
B U I L D I N G  U P O N  P R E V I O U S  E X P E R I E N C E S  A N D
T R A V E L I N G  T O  K Y I V  F O R  F I V E  D A Y S  T O  D I S C U S S  T H E
C U R R E N T  I S S U E S  F A C I N G  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  W H A T
T H E  F U T U R E  H O L D S  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  I N  U K R A I N E .

F O R  V I D E O  R E P O R T S  F R O M  T H E  A F T ’ S  T H R E E
P R E V I O U S  T R I P S ,  S E E  T H E  L I N K S  B E L O W :

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlKiG9W8nOw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOzYuKdu6Bg
https://youtu.be/QigcY6e8244
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E n g a g e m e n t s
W H I L E  I N  K Y I V ,  W E  R E C E I V E D  I N - D E P T H  B R I E F I N G S
F R O M  G O V E R N M E N T  O F F I C I A L S ,  P A N - N A T I O N A L
D I R E C T O R S ,  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  L E A D E R S ,  C O M M U N I T Y
L E A D E R S ,  L O C A L  E D U C A T I O N  A D M I N I S T R A T O R S  A N D
M A N Y  T E A C H E R S― I N T E R N A L L Y  D I S P L A C E D  P E R S O N S ,
R E F U G E E S  A N D  T H O S E  W H O  H A V E  S T A Y E D
T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  W A R .  O U R  H O S T  O R G A N I Z A T I O N
W A S  T H E  U K R A I N E  E D U C A T I O N  U N I O N  T U E S W U .  W E
C O N T R A C T E D  W I T H  A  P R I V A T E  S E C U R I T Y  C O M P A N Y
C O N N E C T E D  T O  T H E  U K R A I N E  G O V E R N M E N T .

W E  M E T  W I T H  M I N I S T E R  O F  E D U C A T I O N  O K S E N
L I S O V I I ,  K Y I V  M A Y O R  V I T A L I  K L I T S C H K O ,  F O R M E R
M I N I S T E R  O F  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  C U R R E N T  D I R E C T O R
O F  S A V E  E D  A N N A  N O V O S A D ,  U N E S C O  D I R E C T O R
C H I A R A  D E Z Z I  B A R D E S C H I  A N D  H E R  T E A M ,  A N D
U N I C E F  H E A D  M U R A T  S A H I N  A N D  H I S  T E A M .  W E
V I S I T E D  S I T E S  R U N  B Y  S E V E R A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S
W O R K I N G  W I T H  C H I L D R E N  A N D  O N  E D U C A T I O N
R E C O V E R Y―S A V E  U K R A I N E ,  S A V E  E D  A N D  V O I C E S  O F
C H I L D R E N .  O U T S I D E  O F  K Y I V ,  W E  S P E N T  A  D A Y  I N
B O R O D I A N K A  A N D  M A K A R I V  M E E T I N G  A N D  T A L K I N G
W I T H  P E O P L E  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S .



0 9

M a y o r  o f  K y i v
Kyiv Mayor Klitschko outl ined the problems that al l
teachers are facing in the city ,  beginning with teacher
salaries .  With educators getting paid only $250 per
month, the city of Kyiv has had to subsidize teacher
salaries ,  a partial  cause of 50 percent of the municipal
budget going toward education. 

Mayor Klitschko is passionate about reforming the
system, call ing the creation of a new education system
the “only way to rebuild this country. ”  Without this
reform, Ukraine wil l  continue to see people entering
the teaching profession and then leaving after only a
couple of years due to poor conditions and salaries .
Mayor Klitschko also reminded the delegation that the
problems he outl ined are taking place in the wealthiest
part of the country,  and that outside of the city it ’s  a
whole other world.  He ended the meeting by reiterating
his dedication to the teaching profession and to
working with the union, thanking the delegation for
helping reinforce their connection. 

M i n i s t e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n
Ukraine Minister of Education Oksen Lisovyi  spoke
on the needs of the country’s educators and
students,  highlighting the need for total reform
focusing on psychological support and quality of
education.  When the war is  over ,  teachers wil l  need
to be won back into the profession,  especially those
who are l iving outside of the country,  and the key
wil l  be increasing salaries .  Echoing the comments of
Kyiv Mayor Klitschko, the minister made it  clear that
in order to successfully create a new education
system, teachers wil l  have to be paid what they
deserve.

The minister also stressed the need to rebuild
alongside as many partners as possible,  making the
process holist ic and comprehensive.  TUESWU
President Georgiy Trukhanov stressed his wil l ingness
to work alongside the ministry ,  operating hand in
hand to create a new system that is  fair ,  equitable
and sustainable.
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T U E S W U / F P U

O U R  M I S S I O N  W A S  H O S T E D  B Y  O U R  P A R T N E R  I N  U K R A I N E ,  T H E  T R A D E  U N I O N
O F  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S C I E N C E  W O R K E R S  O F  U K R A I N E ,  A N D  I T S  F E D E R A T I O N ,

T H E  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  T R A D E  U N I O N S  O F  U K R A I N E ,  K N O W N  A S  T H E  F P U .  T U E S W U
P R E S I D E N T  T R U K H A N O V  P A S S E D  A L O N G  M E S S A G E S  F R O M  H I S  M E M B E R S

E X P L A I N I N G  T H A T  T H E Y  A N D  T H E I R  S T U D E N T S  A R E  S U F F E R I N G  M O R E  T H A N  W E
K N O W .  O V E R  3 , 0 0 0  S C H O O L S  H A V E  B E E N  D E S T R O Y E D ,  L E A D I N G  T O  O V E R  5 , 3 0 0
S C H O O L S  E N G A G I N G  I N  D I S T A N C E  L E A R N I N G .  T E A C H E R  S A L A R I E S  H A V E  B E E N

S L A S H E D ,  W I T H  T E A C H E R S  R E C E I V I N G  $ 2 5 0  P E R  M O N T H  F O R  T H E I R  W O R K .  T H I S
H A S  M A D E  I T  H A R D E R  T O  R E C R U I T  A N D  R E T A I N  H I G H - Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T O R S ,

W H O  M U S T  A L S O  W O R K  T H R O U G H  T H E  T R A U M A  O F  T H E  W A R  A N D  H E L P  T H E I R
S T U D E N T S  O V E R C O M E  T H E  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  T R A U M A  I N F L I C T E D  U P O N  T H E M .



T R U K H A N O V  A N D  F P U  L E A D E R S  I M P A R T E D  U P O N  T H E  D E L E G A T I O N  A  C L E A R

M E S S A G E :  T H E Y  N E E D  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S U P P O R T  T H A T  I N C L U D E S  S O C I A L
P A R T N E R S  A N D  U N I O N S  I N  T H E  R E C O V E R Y  P R O C E S S .  T H E Y  A R E  T H E  K E Y  T O

R E C O V E R Y ,  A N D  W I T H O U T  T H E M ,  U K R A I N E  C A N N O T  A C H I E V E  I T S  F U L L
P O T E N T I A L .  T H E I R  V I S I O N  I S  C L E A R :  T H E Y  W A N T  T O  L I V E  I N  A  W O R L D  W H E R E

T E A C H E R S  A N D  S T U D E N T S  S E E  T H E I R  F U T U R E  L I F E  I N  U K R A I N E ;  W H E R E
S O V E R E I G N T Y ,  T E R R I T O R I A L  I N T E G R I T Y ,  H U M A N  R I G H T S  A N D  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
L A W  A R E  R E S P E C T E D ;  A N D  W H E R E  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  C H O O S E  T H E I R  O W N  P A T H ,

F R E E  F R O M  A G G R E S S I O N  A N D  C O E R C I O N .
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U N E S C O
U N E S C O ’ S  B A R D E S C H I ,  T H E  H E A D  O F  T H E  K Y I V  D E S K ,
H I G H L I G H T E D  T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  T E A C H E R
R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  A N D  M E N T A L  H E A L T H .  P R O V I D I N G
F U N D I N G  F O R  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  S U P P O R T ,
A L O N G S I D E  U K R A I N I A N  F I R S T  L A D Y  O L E N A
Z E L E N S K A  A N D  T H E  P R E S I D E N T I A L  F U N D  F O R
E D U C A T I O N ,  U N E S C O  I S  H O P I N G  T O  P R O V I D E
M E N T A L  H E A L T H  T R A I N I N G  T O  1 5 , 0 0 0
P S Y C H O L O G I S T S  A N D  2 5 , 0 0 0  T E A C H E R S  S O  T H A T
T H E Y  C A N  S U P P O R T  T H E M S E L V E S  A N D  O V E R  1 6 0 , 0 0 0
C H I L D R E N .

U N E S C O  E M P H A S I Z E D  T H A T  U K R A I N E ’ S  E D U C A T I O N
S Y S T E M  N E E D S  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  R E F O R M ,  N O T  J U S T
M A N D A T E S ,  T H A T  C O N S I D E R S  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  A N D
S U P P O R T I N G  T E A C H E R S .  T O G E T H E R  A L O N G S I D E
T U E S W U ,  U N E S C O  I S  H O P E F U L  T H A T  I T  C A N
A D V O C A T E  F O R  G R E A T E R  I N C L U S I O N  O F  T E A C H E R S
I N  R E F O R M ,  A N D  T H A T  I T  C A N  U S E  T U E S W U ’ S
E X I S T I N G  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  I N  I T S  O N G O I N G  W O R K
H E L P I N G  E D U C A T O R S  W O R K  T H R O U G H  T H E I R
T R A U M A .

U N I C E F
A T  T H E  C O R E  O F  U N I C E F ’ S  M E S S A G E  W A S  T H E
R E A L I T Y  T H A T  U K R A I N E  N E E D S  R E S O U R C E S .
T E A C H E R  S A L A R I E S  A R E  U N A C C E P T A B L E ,  U N I C E F  I S
6 4  P E R C E N T  U N D E R F U N D E D ,  A N D  T H E  D A M A G E
D O N E  T O  U K R A I N E  H A S  S U R P A S S E D  $ 4 4 0  B I L L I O N .
W H I L E  U N I C E F  H A S  O V E R  2 2 0  N A T I O N A L S  W O R K I N G
A R O U N D  T H E  C O U N T R Y ,  T H E Y  A R E N ’ T  A B L E  T O
A C C O M P L I S H  A L L  O F  T H E I R  G O A L S  W H I L E  B E I N G
U N D E R F U N D E D .  I N S T E A D ,  T H E Y ’ R E  F O C U S I N G  O N
H E L P I N G  T H O S E  I N  T H E  E A S T E R N  R E G I O N S  O F
U K R A I N E ,  W O R K I N G  W I T H  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  T O
P R O V I D E  U N C O N D I T I O N A L  D I R E C T  C A S H  P A Y M E N T S
T O  F A M I L I E S  A N D  T R Y I N G  T O  G I V E  T H E M  A C C E S S  T O
T H E  R E S O U R C E S  T H E Y  S O  D E S P E R A T E L Y  N E E D .

U N I C E F  I S  H O P E F U L  T H A T  I T  C A N  B E G I N  W O R K I N G
W I T H  T U E S W U  I N  H E L P I N G  P L A N  T H E  O V E R H A U L  O F
T H E  E D U C A T I O N  S Y S T E M ,  C R E A T I N G  O N E  T H A T  I S
B E N E F I C I A L  F O R  C H I L D R E N  U S I N G  T H E  E X P E R T I S E
T H A T  T H E  U N I O N  C A N  P R O V I D E .  
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S a v e  e d
Save Ed is an organization cofounded by former Ukrainian
Minister of Education Anna Novosad. The organization
works in l iberated parts of Ukraine,  fundraising to restore
destroyed schools and arranging bomb shelters and
learning spaces.  We spoke with Novosad about the impact
of the war on teachers,  discussing how teachers have to
work three to four hours more than before the war,  on top
of drone and missi le attacks.  This is  causing a massive toll
on educators ,  with nearly 60 percent of teachers in
Ukraine suffering from burnout.  

Save Ed is a key player in the restoration of schools ,
providing places of learning for children up to high school ,
who Save Ed is priorit izing through its UAct program, a
mentoring program for high school students.  Save Ed
volunteer staff  met the delegation in Borodianka and took
us on a walking tour of the ruins of community centers
and schools ,  ravished by Russian occupiers .  To continue to
do their work,  however,  they need more resources.
Currently ,  Ukraine is receiving only $40 mill ion from the
Global Campaign for Education,  a number that needs to be
multipl ied by 10 i f  there’s any hope of restoring Ukraine’s
education system.

S a v e  U k r a i n e
Former Ukrainian Ombudsman for Children Mykola
Kuleba heads Save Ukraine,  a charity organization
that works as a jack of al l  trades.  We met with
Kuleba against a backdrop of children as young as
infants.  He told the delegation about their efforts to
bring children back from Russia who had been
taken during the war.  Save Ukraine helps reconnect
these children with their famil ies and then offers
them space in one of their  Hope and Healing
Centers ,  centers of rehabil itation providing housing,
food and psychological support .

Kuleba also showed the delegation one of their
Community Centers ,  where over 3 ,000 children per
month are provided with food, education and
trauma therapy.  Weingarten observed some of their
lessons before offering her own symbol of hope to
these children,  dolls handcrafted by elementary
school students in Florida and books donated by
First Book.
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V o i c e s  o f  C h i l d r e n
T H E  D E L E G A T I O N  O B S E R V E D  A  G R O U P  T R A U M A
T H E R A P Y  S E S S I O N  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  T H E I R
P A R E N T S ,  I N  A  S E R I E S  O R G A N I Z E D  B Y  T H E  V O I C E S  O F
C H I L D R E N  F O U N D A T I O N .  T H E S E  S E S S I O N S  T A K E  P L A C E
T H R O U G H O U T  E A S T E R N  U K R A I N E  A N D  I N
C O M M U N I T I E S  T H A T  S E R V E  D I S P L A C E D  C H I L D R E N  A N D
F A M I L I E S  I N  K Y I V .  T H I S  S E S S I O N  T O O K  P L A C E  I N  A
L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  A N D  O C C U R S  O N C E  A  W E E K  W I T H  A
Q U A L I F I E D  P S Y C H I A T R I S T .

S c h o o l  V i s i t s
W E  V I S I T E D  T W O  A C T I V E  S C H O O L S  D U R I N G  O U R  T I M E
I N  K Y I V .  T H E  F I R S T ,  T H E  D O M I N A N T E  S C H O O L ,  I S  A N
E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  L O C A T E D  I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  T H E
E A S T  S I D E  O F  T H E  C I T Y .  T H E R E ,  W E  W I T N E S S E D  T H E
P O T E N T I A L  O F  E D U C A T I O N  I N  U K R A I N E ,  T H R O U G H
P R E S E N T A T I O N S  H O S T E D  B Y  T H E  U K R A I N I A N
F E D E R A T I O N  O F  S C H O O L  S P O R T S ,  E X H I B I T I O N S  O F
T E C H N O L O G Y  I N  T H E  S C H O O L ’ S  R O C K E T  C L U B  A N D  A
V I S I T  T O  T H E  S C H O O L ’ S  R O O F T O P  O B S E R V A T O R Y .  

T H E  S E C O N D  S C H O O L ,  L I C E U M  3 4 ,  I S  A  H I G H  S C H O O L
T H A T  W A S  D A M A G E D  B Y  A  M I S S I L E  S T R I K I N G  J U S T  A
F E W  Y A R D S  A W A Y ,  W I T H  W I N D O W S  B L O W N  O U T  A N D
C L A S S R O O M S  T H R O W N  I N T O  D I S A R R A Y .  H O W E V E R ,
T H E  D E L E G A T I O N  W A S  A B L E  T O  V I E W  F I R S T H A N D  T H E
S C H O O L ’ S  M A R V E L O U S  R E C O V E R Y .  W E  H A N D E D  O U T
B O O K S  T O  T E A C H E R S  A N D  M E T  W I T H  S T U D E N T S ,
D I S C U S S I N G  T H E I R  H O P E  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E .  

T H E  D E L E G A T I O N  A L S O  V I S I T E D  T H R E E  S C H O O L S  I N
B O R O D I A N K A  A N D  M A K A R I V  T H A T  W E R E  I N  V A R I O U S
S T A T E S  O F  R E P A I R .  O N E  O F  T H E S E  W A S  A  S C H O O L
B E I N G  R E P A I R E D  A S  P A R T  O F  A  S A V E  E D  P R O J E C T .
T H E  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  I S  R E B U I L D I N G  T H E  F A C I L I T Y  A N D
B U I L D I N G  A  B O M B  S H E L T E R ,  A L L O W I N G  T H E  S C H O O L
T O  B E  U S E D  O N C E  A G A I N  D U R I N G  T H E  W A R .  A N O T H E R
W A S  A  S C H O O L  T H A T  H A D  B E E N  U S E D  A S  A  B A S E  O F
O P E R A T I O N S  F O R  R U S S I A N  F O R C E S  R E T R E A T I N G  F R O M
A R O U N D  K Y I V ,  A N D  T H E  F I N A L  W A S  A N  A B A N D O N E D
K I N D E R G A R T E N  N E X T  T O  A  B O M B E D - O U T  A P A R T M E N T
C O M P L E X .
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D e l e g a t i o n
R A N D I  W E I N G A R T E N
P R E S I D E N T ,  A F T

D A V I D  E D W A R D S
G E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y ,  E I

D A N  M O N T G O M E R Y
P R E S I D E N T ,  I L L I N O I S  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  T E A C H E R S

L A R R Y  F L A N A G A N
P R E S I D E N T ,  E T U C E

G U N T A R S  C A T L A K S
H E A D  O F  O P E R A T I O N S ,  E I

D O R O T A  O B I D N I A K
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S E C R E T A R Y ,  Z N P

M I C H A E L  P O W E L L
A S S I S T A N T  T O  T H E  P R E S I D E N T ,  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

P A T R I C I A  K E E F E R
D E P A R T M E N T  D I R E C T O R ,  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A F F A I R S

J O H N  L I N D E N A U
S E N I O R  A S S O C I A T E ,  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A F F A I R S

F o r  F u r t h e r
I n f o r m a t i o n

J L I N D E N A U @ A F T . O R G

G U N T A R S . C A T L A K S @ E I - I E . O R G

K A T E R Y N A . O S V @ G M A I L . C O M

H T T P S : / / S A V E U K R A I N E U A . O R G /

H T T P S : / / W W W . S A V E D S C H O O L S . I N . U A /

H T T P S : / / V O I C E S . O R G . U A / E N /

A F T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A F F A I R S  D E P A R T M E N T

E D U C A T I O N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

T U E S W U

S A V E  U K R A I N E

S A V E  E D

V O I C E S  O F  C H I L D R E N




