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WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT’S (NCLB) 
ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) FORMULA? 

A Summary of Internal and External Research Findings1 
=
=
^äíÜçìÖÜ=íÜÉ=m=áå=^vm=ëí~åÇë=Ñçê=“éêçÖêÉëëIÒ=^vm=ÇçÉë=åçí=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=éêçÖêÉëëKO=
=
• ^vm=ÇçÉë=åçí=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=ëíìÇÉåíë=çîÉê=íáãÉ=EÉKÖKI=Ñêçã=çåÉ=Öê~ÇÉ=íç=íÜÉ=åÉñí=çê=ÉîÉå=~í=íÜÉ=

ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=~åÇ=íÜÉå=~í=íÜÉ=ÉåÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ëÅÜççä=óÉ~êFI=ëç=áí=áë=åçí=~=éêçÖêÉëë=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=~í=~ääK=fåëíÉ~ÇI=áí=
ãÉ~ëìêÉë=íÜÉ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=ëí~íìë=çÑ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=Öêçìéë=EÅçÜçêíëF=çÑ=ëíìÇÉåíë=~í=çåÉ=éçáåí=áå=íáãÉ=áå=
~åó=ÖáîÉå=óÉ~ê=EÉKÖKI=íÜÉ=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=ä~ëí=óÉ~êÛë=ÑçìêíÜJÖê~ÇÉêë=ïÜç=Üáí=~í=äÉ~ëí=íÜÉ=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=Åìí=
ëÅçêÉ=çå=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉÛë=íÉëíëI=íÜÉ=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=íÜáë=óÉ~êÛë=ÑçìêíÜJÖê~ÇÉêë=ïÜç=ÇáÇ=ëçI=åÉñí=óÉ~êÛë=
éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉI=~åÇ=ëç=çåFK=^vm=ÇçÉë=åçí=ÉîÉå=íÉää=óçì=ïÜÉêÉ=íÜÉëÉ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=Öêçìéë=ëí~êíÉÇ=Äìí=çåäó=
ïÜÉêÉ=íÜÉó=ÉåÇÉÇI=~åÇ=íÜÉå=çåäó=áå=íÉêãë=çÑ=íÜÉ=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=íÜ~í=ã~ÇÉ=áí=íç=íÜÉ=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=äÉîÉäK=
EpÉÉ=íÜÉ=åÉñí=ëÉÅíáçå=Ñçê=Üçï=“éêçÖêÉëëÒ=áë=ãÉ~ëìêÉÇ=áå=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçêKF=

=
• qÜÉ=m=áå=^vm=çåäó=ãÉ~åë=íÜÉ=éêçÖêÉëëáîÉäó=ÜáÖÜÉê=ëí~íÉ=^vm=í~êÖÉíë=~=ëÅÜççä=Ü~ë=íç=ãÉÉíI=

êÉÖ~êÇäÉëë=çÑ=ïÜÉíÜÉê=~åó=ÖáîÉå=ÅçÜçêí=çÑ=áíë=ëíìÇÉåíë=ëí~êíÉÇ=ïÉää=~ÄçîÉ=çê=ïÉää=ÄÉäçï=íÜÉ=~ååì~äI=
çê=ÉîÉå=íÜÉ=ëí~êíáåÖI=ëí~íÉ=^vm=í~êÖÉíëK=

=
• _ÉÅ~ìëÉ=^vm=ÇçÉë=åçí=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=éêçÖêÉëëI=áí=Å~ååçí=ÇáëÅÉêå=ïÜÉíÜÉê=çê=åçí=~=ëÅÜççä=Ü~ë=íÜÉ=

êÉèìáëáíÉ=~ååì~ä=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=ëíìÇÉåíë=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=çÑ=ïÜÉêÉ=áíë=ëíìÇÉåíë=ëí~êíÉÇÔ~å=
áåî~äáÇ=Ä~ëáë=Ñçê=~ÅÅçìåí~ÄáäáíóÔçê=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=çÑ=áíë=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉåÉëë=áå=áãéêçîáåÖ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåíI=íÜÉ=
çåäó=î~äáÇ=~åÇ=Ñ~áê=Ä~ëáë=Ñçê=~ÅÅçìåí~ÄáäáíóK=

=
^äíÜçìÖÜ=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=áë=íçìíÉÇ=~ë=ÅêÉÇáíáåÖ=éêçÖêÉëë=~åÇ=íÜÉêÉÑçêÉ=ÄÉáåÖ=íÜÉ=âáåÇÉêI=ÖÉåíäÉê=é~ëë~ÖÉ=
íç=^vmIP==áí=áë=~í=äÉ~ëí=~ë=íçìÖÜ=~ë=êÉÖìä~ê=^vmI=áí=ê~êÉäó=ïçêâëI=~åÇ=áí=ÉîÉå=ãçêÉ=ê~êÉäó=éêçÇìÅÉë=
ëí~íáëíáÅ~ääó=êÉäá~ÄäÉ=ÇÉÅáëáçåëKQ=
=
• p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçêI=äáâÉ=êÉÖìä~ê=^vmI=ÇçÉë=åçí=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=ëíìÇÉåíë=çîÉê=íáãÉK=fí=Åçãé~êÉë=íÜÉ=

éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=éêçÑáÅáÉåíJäÉîÉä=ëíìÇÉåíë=áåI=ë~óI=ä~ëí=óÉ~êÛë=NMíÜ=Öê~ÇÉ=íç=íÜÉ=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=áå=íÜáë=
óÉ~êÛë=NMíÜ=Öê~ÇÉÔ~Ö~áåI=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=Öêçìéë=çÑ=ëíìÇÉåíëK=fÑ=íÜÉ=ÇÉÅêÉ~ëÉ=áå=íÜÉ=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=åçåJ
éêçÑáÅáÉåí=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=íÜÉ=íïç=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=ÅçÜçêíë=áë=~í=äÉ~ëí=NM=éÉêÅÉåíI=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ëÅÜççä=~åÇ=Ñçê=É~ÅÜ=
ëìÄÖêçìé=Ñ~áäáåÖ=êÉÖìä~ê=^vmI=íÜÉ=ëÅÜççä=êÉ~ÅÜÉë=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçêK==

=
• qÜÉ=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=EÅÜ~åÖÉ=ëÅçêÉë=çå=íÉëíë=Ñêçã=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=ÅçÜçêíë=çÑ=ëíìÇÉåíëF=áë=åçíçêáçìë=

Ñçê=áíë=ëí~íáëíáÅ~ä=ìåêÉäá~ÄáäáíóK=qÜÉ=ëã~ääÉê=íÜÉ=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=ëíìÇÉåíë=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=ãÉ~ëìêÉëI=íÜÉ=
ÖêÉ~íÉê=íÜÉ=ëí~íáëíáÅ~ä=ìåêÉäá~Äáäáíó=çÑ=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=ÇÉÅáëáçåëÔ~åÇ=íÜÉ=ÖêÉ~íÉê=íÜÉ=çÇÇë=íÜ~í=

============================================================
1 This brief is based primarily on AFT research, using state databases, on how AYP worked in Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New York (in progress), Ohio and Pennsylvania in the first year of NCLB implementation. It also uses 
external research on AYP in California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Louisiana, Minnesota, North Carolina and 
Washington, and a multistate analysis of student achievement growth. The focus is on AYP’s academic criteria. Factoring in 
test-participation rate and attendance/graduation rate criteria only multiplies and worsens the problems this research 
identifies. 
2 ASR-CAS (2002); Linn (2001); Hamilton et al. 
3 See, for example, Hall et al.; The Education Trust; Progressive Policy Institute. 
4 Hill & DePascale (2003a, b); Kane & Staiger (2002, 2003); Linn & Haug; ASR-CAS; Lee; Nelson & Rosenberg (2004). 



ëìÄÖêçìéë=~åÇ=ëÅÜççäë=ïáää=ÄÉ=ãáëÅä~ëëáÑáÉÇ=çåÉ=ï~ó=çê=íÜÉ=çíÜÉêK=qÜÉ=ÖêÉ~íÉê=íÜÉ=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=
ëíìÇÉåíë=ãÉ~ëìêÉÇI=íÜÉ=äçïÉê=íÜÉ=çÇÇë=çÑ=ÖÉííáåÖ=~=ëí~íáëíáÅ~ä=äìÅâó=ÄêÉ~â=~åÇ=çÑ=êÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=^vm=
íÜêçìÖÜ=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçêK=

=
• qÜÉ=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=ÖêçïíÜ=í~êÖÉíë=ãìëí=ÄÉ=ãÉí=áå=É~ÅÜ=ëìÄàÉÅí=Ñçê=É~ÅÜ=^vmJÅçìåíÉÇ=ëìÄÖêçìé=çÑ=

ëíìÇÉåíë=íÜ~í=Ñ~áäÉÇ=íç=êÉ~ÅÜ=^vmÛë=êÉÖìä~ê=éêçÑáÅáÉåÅó=í~êÖÉíëK=^ë=áë=íÜÉ=Å~ëÉ=ïáíÜ=êÉÖìä~ê=^vmI=
ëÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=ã~åó=ÅçìåíÉÇ=ëìÄÖêçìéë=çÑíÉå=Ü~îÉ=íç=ãÉÉí=ëÉîÉê~ä=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=ÖêçïíÜ=í~êÖÉíëÔ~=
ä~êÖÉ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=ëí~íáëíáÅ~ä=ÅÜ~ääÉåÖÉK=få=j~ëë~ÅÜìëÉííëI=Ñçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=VP=ëìÄÖêçìéë=ãÉí=p~ÑÉ=
e~êÄçê=ÖêçïíÜ=í~êÖÉíë=áå=êÉ~ÇáåÖ=~åÇ=QO=ëìÄÖêçìéë=ÇáÇ=ëç=áå=ã~íÜI=Äìí=çåäó=QQ=ëÅÜççäë=ã~ÇÉ=^vm=
íÜêçìÖÜ=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçêK=få=kÉï=e~ãéëÜáêÉI=çåäó=NO=ëÅÜççäë=ã~ÇÉ=^vm=íÜêçìÖÜ=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçêK=qÜÉ=NQN=
ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ëíáää=Ñ~áäÉÇ=^vm=êÉèìáêÉÇ=POV=ëÉé~ê~íÉ=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=Å~äÅìä~íáçåëI=çåäó=PN=çÑ=ïÜáÅÜ=ãÉí=
íÜÉ=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=áãéêçîÉãÉåí=í~êÖÉíëK=

=
• kçí=ëìêéêáëáåÖäóI=íÜÉåÔ~åÇ=~ë=ÉîÉå=íÜÉ=bÇìÅ~íáçå=qêìëí=êÉéçêí=íÜ~í=ÇÉÑÉåÇë=^vm=çå=íÜÉ=Ä~ëáë=çÑ=

p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=áå~ÇîÉêíÉåíäó=ëÜçïëÔp~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=ëÅÜççäë=íÉåÇ=íç=ÄÉ=êÉä~íáîÉäó=ëã~ääI=ïáíÜ=ÑÉï=çê=åç=
ëìÄÖêçìéë=ä~êÖÉ=ÉåçìÖÜ=íç=Åçìåí=Ñçê=^vmK=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=ëÅÜççäë=~äëç=áåÅäìÇÉ=~=Çáëéêçéçêíáçå~íÉ=
åìãÄÉê=çÑ=ã~ÖåÉí=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=ëÉäÉÅíáîÉ=ëÅÜççäëK=fí=áë=äáâÉäóI=íÜÉåI=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=ÅçÜçêíë=çÑ=
ëíìÇÉåíë=ÄÉáåÖ=ãÉ~ëìêÉÇ=ïÉêÉ=~äêÉ~Çó=åÉ~ê=çê=~í=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=êÉä~íáîÉ=íç=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ÇáÇ=åçí=êÉ~ÅÜ=
p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçêK=få=j~ëë~ÅÜìëÉííëI=Ñçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=ÜÉäéÉÇ=ëã~ääÉêJíÜ~åJ~îÉê~ÖÉ=ëÅÜççäë=
ïáíÜ=ÜáÖÜ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ëÅçêÉë=~åÇ=ÑÉï=ëìÄÖêçìéëK=mÉååëóäî~åá~=ëÅÜççäë=ã~âáåÖ=^vm=íÜêçìÖÜ=p~ÑÉ=
e~êÄçê=~îÉê~ÖÉÇ=çåäó=RP=íÉëíÉÇ=ëíìÇÉåíëI=Åçãé~êÉÇ=íç=NQN=áå=íÜÉ=íóéáÅ~ä=ëÅÜççäI=~åÇI=åçí=
ëìêéêáëáåÖäóI=Ü~Ç=ÑÉïÉê=ëìÄÖêçìéëK=

=
• mêÉÇáÅí~ÄäóI=ÑÉï=ëÅÜççäë=êÉ~ÅÜ=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçê=ÉîÉå=ïÜÉå=íÜÉó=ã~âÉ=~=äçí=çÑ=éêçÖêÉëëK=få=

j~ëë~ÅÜìëÉííëI=áí=ï~ë=QQ=ëÅÜççäë=EOKT=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=ëÅÜççäëFX=áå=kÉï=e~ãéëÜáêÉI=NO=ëÅÜççäë=EOKT=
éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=ëÅÜççäëFX=~åÇ=áå=mÉååëóäî~åá~I=áí=ï~ë=NU=ëÅÜççäë=ENKM=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=ëÅÜççäëFKR=

=
^äíÜçìÖÜ=k`i_=~áãë=íç=ÜçäÇ=~ää=ëÅÜççäë=~ÅÅçìåí~ÄäÉI=^vm=çåäó=ÇçÉë=ëç=ëÉäÉÅíáîÉäóK=j~âáåÖ=çê=Ñ~áäáåÖ=
^vm=E~åÇ=p~ÑÉ=e~êÄçêF=áë=ëíêçåÖäó=áåÑäìÉåÅÉÇ=Äó=~=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=åçåJ~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=Ñ~ÅíçêëI=ëìÅÜ=~ë=~=ëÅÜççäÛë=
ëáòÉI=íÜÉ=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=áíë=Öê~ÇÉë=íÜ~í=~êÉ=íÉëíÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉI=~åÇ=íÜÉ=ëáòÉ=~åÇ=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=áíë=ëìÄÖêçìéëÔ
åçí=íç=ãÉåíáçå=íÜÉ=ä~ïë=çÑ=ëí~íáëíáÅëKS=
=
• i~êÖÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~åÇLçê=ëÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=ãçêÉ=ëí~íÉJíÉëíÉÇ=Öê~ÇÉë=~êÉ=ãçêÉ=äáâÉäó=íç=Ü~îÉ=~=ëìÄÖêçìé=

ïÜçëÉ=ëáòÉ=áë=ä~êÖÉ=ÉåçìÖÜ=íç=Åçìåí=ëÉé~ê~íÉäó=áå=^vmK=fÑ=pÅÜççä=^=Ü~ë=~=ÅçìåíÉÇ=ëìÄÖêçìéI=Äìí=
pÅÜççä=_Ûë=áÇÉåíáÅ~ä=ëìÄÖêçìé=áë=åçí=ä~êÖÉ=ÉåçìÖÜ=íç=Åçìåí=áå=^vmÔ~åÇ=ÄçíÜ=ëÅÜççäë=Ü~îÉ=
~îÉê~ÖÉ=éêçÑáÅáÉåÅó=äÉîÉäë=íÜ~í=ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉÛë=^vm=í~êÖÉíëÔpÅÜççä=^=ïáää=Ñ~áä=^vm=áÑ=áíë=ëìÄÖêçìé=
ÇçÉëI=ïÜáäÉ=pÅÜççä=_=ïáää=åçíI=ÉîÉå=áÑ=áíë=ëìÄÖêçìé=ëíìÇÉåíë=ëÅçêÉ=äçïÉê=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=ëìÄÖêçìé=áå=
pÅÜççä=^K=

=
• lå=~îÉê~ÖÉI=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ëíìÇÉåíë=ëÅçêÉ=îÉêó=äçï=çå=êÉÖìä~ê=íÉëíëK=qÜÉêÉÑçêÉI=ïÜÉå=~=ëÅÜççä=

Ü~ë=~å=^vmJÅçìåíÉÇ=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ëìÄÖêçìéI=áí=~äãçëí=áåî~êá~Ääó=Ñ~áäë=^vmÔÉîÉå=ïÜÉå=áíë=
ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ëìÄÖêçìé=ëÅçêÉë=ÜáÖÜÉê=íÜ~å=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=~=ëÅÜççä=ïÜÉêÉ=íÜ~í=
ëìÄÖêçìé=áë=åçí=ä~êÖÉ=ÉåçìÖÜ=íç=Åçìåí=áå=^vmK==få=mÉååëóäî~åá~I=ëÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=~å=^vmJÅçìåíÉÇ=

============================================================
5 Nelson & Rosenberg. Some state databases make it impossible to determine Safe Harbor schools, but the evidence indicates 
that these paltry Safe Harbor rates are typical. 
6 Nelson; Linn et al. (2003a, b); Kane & Staiger (2002, 2003); Hill & DePascale (2003a, b, c); Lee; Novak & Fuller; 
Minnesota; ASR-CAS. Nothing in this section should be construed as criticism or support of minimum N’s or states’ use of 
confidence intervals, unless otherwise noted. That vital discussion is outside the bounds of this brief. 



ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇ=ëìÄÖêçìé=Ü~Ç=~=VT=éÉêÅÉåí=^vm=Ñ~áäìêÉ=ê~íÉX=áå=j~ëë~ÅÜìëÉííëI=íÜÉ=Åçãé~ê~ÄäÉ=ÑáÖìêÉ=
ï~ë=SR=éÉêÅÉåíX=áå=j~êóä~åÇI=RS=éÉêÅÉåíX=~åÇ=áå=kÉï=e~ãéëÜáêÉI=RT=éÉêÅÉåíKT=

• qÜÉ=ãçêÉ=ëìÄÖêçìéë=~=ëÅÜççä=Ü~ëI=íÜÉ=äçïÉê=áíë=çÇÇë=çÑ=ã~âáåÖ=^vmÔåçí=çåäó=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=ëìÄÖêçìé=
éêçÑáÅáÉåÅó=äÉîÉäëI=çå=~îÉê~ÖÉI=ïÉêÉ=ÄÉäçï=ëí~íÉ=^vm=í~êÖÉíë=íç=ÄÉÖáå=ïáíÜI=Äìí=~äëç=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=áí=áë=
ëí~íáëíáÅ~ääó=Ü~êÇÉê=Ñçê=ãìäíáJëìÄÖêçìé=ëÅÜççäë=íç=ã~âÉ=^vm=íÜ~å=áí=áë=Ñçê=ëÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=ÑÉïÉê=çê=åç=
^vmJÅçìåíÉÇ=ëìÄÖêçìéëI=ÉîÉå=ïÜÉå=íÜÉáê=~îÉê~ÖÉ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=áë=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉK=få=lÜáçI=ëÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=
ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=çåÉ=ëìÄÖêçìé=ïÉêÉ=ÑáîÉ=íáãÉë=~ë=äáâÉäó=íç=ãáëë=^vm=í~êÖÉíë=~ë=çåÉJëìÄÖêçìé=ëÅÜççäë=
EíÜÉ=çåÉ=ìëì~ääó=ÄÉáåÖ=~=ïÜáíÉ=ëìÄÖêçìéFK=mÉååëóäî~åá~=ëÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=çåÉ=ëìÄÖêçìé=
ïÉêÉ=~í=äÉ~ëí=íÜêÉÉ=íáãÉë=ãçêÉ=äáâÉäó=íç=Ñ~áä=^vm=~ë=çåÉJëìÄÖêçìé=ëÅÜççäëK=få=j~êóä~åÇ=~åÇ=
j~ëë~ÅÜìëÉííëI=ãìäíáJëìÄÖêçìé=ëÅÜççäë=ïÉêÉ=Ñçìê=íáãÉë=ãçêÉ=äáâÉäó=íç=Ñ~áäK=

=
• få=ëçãÉ=ëí~íÉëI=ëã~ää=ëÅÜççäë=ÑÉää=çìíëáÇÉ=çÑ=^vm=~ÅÅçìåí~Äáäáíó=~äíçÖÉíÜÉêK=få=ãçëí=ëí~íÉë=áå=OMMOJ

MPI=ÉåíáêÉ=ëÅÜççäëÔíóéáÅ~ääó=ä~êÖÉê=çåÉëÔïÉêÉ=àìÇÖÉÇ=çå=íÜÉáê=“ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉåÉëëIÒ=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=
êÉÅÉáîáåÖ=ë~åÅíáçåëI=Ä~ëÉÇ=çå=^vm=Å~äÅìä~íáçåë=Ñçê=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=çåäó=çåÉI=~åÇ=ëçãÉíáãÉë=íïçI=çÑ=
íÜÉáê=Öê~ÇÉëKU=råÇÉê=k`i_I=åç=ëí~íÉ=ã~ó=ÜçäÇ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=êÉÅÉáîÉ=qáíäÉ=f=ÑìåÇë=
~ÅÅçìåí~ÄäÉX=Äìí=ÉîÉêó=ëí~íÉ=ãìëí=~ééäó=^vm=íç=~ää=çÑ=áíë=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëI=ÉîÉå=íÜçëÉ=íÜ~í=Çç=åçí=ÖÉí=
qáíäÉ=f=ÑìåÇëK=qÜÉ=ä~ï=ÜçäÇë=hJO=EìåíÉëíÉÇ=Öê~ÇÉëF=“ÑÉÉÇÉê=ëÅÜççäëÒ=~ÅÅçìåí~ÄäÉ=Ñçê=íÜÉáê=êÉÅÉáîáåÖ=
ëÅÜççäëÛ=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=ëíìÇÉåíë=~åÇ=íÉëíJé~êíáÅáé~íáçå=ê~íÉK=

=
^äíÜçìÖÜ=k`i_=áë=éêÉëìãÉÇ=íç=ÜçäÇ=~ää=ëÅÜççäë=~ÅÅçìåí~ÄäÉ=Ñçê=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=Ö~éëI=^vm=çåäó=ÇçÉë=ëç=
ëÉäÉÅíáîÉäóK=
=
• pÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=ëìÄÖêçìéë=íÜ~í=~êÉ=åçí=ä~êÖÉ=ÉåçìÖÜ=íç=Åçìåí=ëÉé~ê~íÉäó=áå=^vm=~êÉ=åçí=ÜÉäÇ=

~ÅÅçìåí~ÄäÉ=Ñçê=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=Ö~éëI=åç=ã~ííÉê=Üçï=ä~êÖÉ=íÜÉ=Ö~éë=ã~ó=ÄÉK=qÜÉ=çåäó=ëÅÜççäë=ÜÉäÇ=
~ÅÅçìåí~ÄäÉ=Ñçê=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=Ö~éëI=åç=ã~ííÉê=Üçï=ëã~ää=íÜÉ=Ö~éë=ã~ó=ÄÉI=~êÉ=íÜçëÉ=ïáíÜ=ÉîÉå=àìëí=
çåÉ=^vmJÅçìåíÉÇ=ëìÄÖêçìé=ïÜçëÉ=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=ëíìÇÉåíë=Ñ~ääë=ÄÉäçï=ÉîÉå=àìëí=çåÉ=çÑ=
íÜÉ=ëí~íÉÛë=^vm=í~êÖÉíë=áå=~åó=ÖáîÉå=óÉ~êK=

=
• lå=~îÉê~ÖÉI=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=Ö~éë=áå=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=Ü~Ç=ÅçìåíÉÇ=ëìÄÖêçìéë=~åÇ=íÜ~í=ã~ÇÉ=^vm=Éèì~äÉÇ=

çê=ÉñÅÉÉÇÉÇ=íÜÉ=Ö~éë=áå=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=Ñ~áäÉÇ=^vmK=kçê=~êÉ=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ã~ÇÉ=^vm=åÉÅÉëë~êáäó=
êÉÇìÅáåÖ=íÜçëÉ=Ö~éë=Ñ~ëíÉê=íÜ~å=íÜçëÉ=íÜ~í=Ñ~áäÉÇ=^vmKV=

=
• oÉä~íáîÉäó=ÑÉï=ëÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=ÅçìåíÉÇ=ëìÄÖêçìéë=ã~ÇÉ=^vmK=qÜÉëÉ=ÑÉï=áåÅäìÇÉÇ=~=Çáëéêçéçêíáçå~íÉ=

åìãÄÉê=çÑ=ã~ÖåÉí=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=ëÉäÉÅíáîÉ=ëÅÜççäëI=ïÜáÅÜ=Éåêçää=ÜáÖÜÉêJ~ÅÜáÉîáåÖ=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=
éä~ÅÉX=ëã~ääÉê=ëÅÜççäëX=äçïÉê=Åä~ëëJëáòÉ=ëÅÜççäëX=~åÇ=ëÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=äçïÉê=ÅçåÅÉåíê~íáçåë=çÑ=
éçîÉêíóKNM=

=
• pÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ÉåêçääÉÇ=íÜÉ=ãçëí=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=çÑ=ëìÄÖêçìé=ëíìÇÉåíë=Ü~Ç=íÜÉ=ÜáÖÜÉëí=ê~íÉë=çÑ=^vm=

Ñ~áäìêÉK=dáîÉå=íÜÉ=äçï=ëí~êíáåÖ=éçáåí=çÑ=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=ëíìÇÉåíëI=áí=áë=åçí=ëìêéêáëáåÖ=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=ä~êÖÉ=
ã~àçêáíó=çÑ=~=ëí~íÉÛë=ëìÄÖêçìé=ëíìÇÉåíë=EÉñÅÉéí=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ïÜáíÉ=ëìÄÖêçìéF=ïÉêÉ=ÉåêçääÉÇ=áå=ëÅÜççäë=
íÜ~í=Ñ~áäÉÇ=^vmKNN=

============================================================
7 The minimum subgroup size for inclusion in the AYP calculation is 40 in Pennsylvania, 20 in Massachusetts, five in 
Maryland and 11 in New Hampshire. The latter two states use confidence intervals with margins of error that are very large 
for very small subgroups. 
8 This was also the case with state and Title I accountability prior to NCLB. NCLB did not invent invalid accountability 
systems, but its far more stringent AYP standards and sanctions have multiplied and exacerbated the problems in such 
systems—and has forced states with more exemplary accountability systems to take a big step backward. 
9 Nelson & Rosenberg; Choi et al.; Linn & Goldschmidt; Novak & Fuller; McCall et al. For additional, non-AYP-specific 
evidence on this, see Council of the Great City Schools (2003, 2004).  
10 Nelson & Rosenberg; Novak & Fuller; The Education Trust (2001, 2002a, b); Hall et al.; Harris; Rothstein. 
11 Nelson & Rosenberg; Novak & Fuller; Choi et al.; Linn & Goldschmidt. 



^äíÜçìÖÜ=íÜÉ=^=áå=^vm=ëí~åÇë=Ñçê=“~ÇÉèì~íÉIÒ=^vm=áë=Å~äÅìä~íÉÇ=çå=íÜÉ=Ä~ëáë=çÑ=~=NMM=éÉêÅÉåí=
éêçÑáÅáÉåÅó=Öç~ä=íÜ~í=ÇÉã~åÇë=ìåå~íìê~ä=ê~íÉë=çÑ=“éêçÖêÉëëÒ=Ñêçã=ëçãÉ=ëÅÜççäë=~åÇ=Öêçìéë=çÑ=
ëíìÇÉåíëI=ïÜáäÉ=íçäÉê~íáåÖ=áå~ÇÉèì~íÉ=éêçÖêÉëë=çê=ÇÉÅäáåÉë=~ãçåÖ=çíÜÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~åÇ=Öêçìéë=çÑ=
ëíìÇÉåíëÔ~í=äÉ~ëí=Ñçê=~=ïÜáäÉK=pççåÉê=çê=ä~íÉêI=îáêíì~ääó=ÉîÉêó=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççä=ÇáëíêáÅí=~åÇ=ëÅÜççä=ïáää=Ñ~áä=
^vmI=Äìí=åçí=åÉÅÉëë~êáäó=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=íÜÉó=~êÉ=“Ñ~áäìêÉëKÒNO=
=
• lå=~îÉê~ÖÉI=ïÜáäÉ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=äÉîÉäë=áå=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=ãìÅÜ=äçïÉê=íÜ~å=áå=çíÜÉê=

ëÅÜççäëI=íÜÉáê=ÖêçïíÜ=ê~íÉë=~êÉ=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉKNP=qÜÉêÉÑçêÉI=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ëí~êíÉÇ=ëìÄëí~åíá~ääó=ÄÉäçï=ÉîÉå=
íÜÉ=ëí~íÉÛë=ëí~êíáåÖ=^vm=í~êÖÉíëÔíÜÉ=çåÉë=ÉåêçääáåÖ=íÜÉ=ãçëí=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=ÅÜáäÇêÉåÔãìëí=
áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=íÜÉáê=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=ëíìÇÉåíë=~í=~=ê~íÉ=ëç=éÜÉåçãÉå~ä=íÜ~í=áí=Ü~ë=åÉîÉê=ÄÉÉå=
êÉäá~Ääó=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉÇK=`çåîÉêëÉäóI=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ëí~êíÉÇ=ÅçãÑçêí~Ääó=~ÄçîÉ=íÜÉ=í~êÖÉíë=Å~å=Åç~ëí=çê=
ÇÉÅäáåÉ=~åÇ=ëíáää=ã~âÉ=^vmI=~í=äÉ~ëí=Ñçê=~=ïÜáäÉK=räíáã~íÉäóI=ãçëí=ëÅÜççäë=ïáää=Ñ~áä=^vmK==

=
• ^vm=ïçêâë=áå=~=ï~ó=íÜ~í=íêÉ~íë=~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=~åÇ=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=ëÅÜççäëI=~åÇ=ëÉäÉÅíáîÉ=EÉKÖKI=

ã~ÖåÉíëF=~åÇ=åçåJëÉäÉÅíáîÉ=ëÅÜççäë=~äáâÉI=~ë=áÑ=íÜÉáê=ëíìÇÉåíë=~ää=ëí~êíÉÇ=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=äÉîÉä=çÑ=
~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=çå=íÜÉ=Ç~ó=k`i_=ï~ë=ëáÖåÉÇ=áåíç=ä~ïK=^vm=áë=~äëç=áåÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=íç=íÜÉ=áêçåÅä~Ç=Ñ~Åí=íÜ~í=
Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=óçìåÖëíÉêëI=çå=~îÉê~ÖÉI=~êÉ=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åíäó=ÄÉÜáåÇ=çíÜÉê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ÄÉÑçêÉ=Ñçêã~ä=
ëÅÜççäáåÖ=ÉîÉå=ÄÉÖáåëKNQ=

=
• bîÉå=ïáíÜ=~å=~ÅÅÉäÉê~íáçå=çÑ=é~ëí=ê~íÉë=çÑ=éêçÖêÉëëI=íÜÉ=Öç~ä=çÑ=NMM=éÉêÅÉåí=éêçÑáÅáÉåÅó=ïáää=åçí=ÄÉ=

êÉ~ÅÜÉÇ=Äó=OMNQK=^äíÜçìÖÜ=ëÅÜççäë=ÉåêçääáåÖ=ä~êÖÉ=åìãÄÉêë=çÑ=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=ëíìÇÉåíëI=ÑçääçïÉÇ=
Äó=ä~êÖÉ=ëÉÅçåÇ~êó=ëÅÜççäëI=~äêÉ~Çó=Ñ~áä=^vm=~í=ÜáÖÜ=ê~íÉë=E~åÇ=ïáää=äáâÉäó=Ñ~áä=ã~åó=íáãÉëFI=åÉ~êäó=
~ää=ëÅÜççäë=ïáää=ÉîÉåíì~ääó=Ñ~áä=^vmK=^ää=Äìí=íÜÉ=ëã~ääÉëí=ëÅÜççä=ÇáëíêáÅíë=ïáää=ëççå=Ñ~áäK=bîÉå=íÜçìÖÜ=
ã~åó=ëí~íÉë=ÅÜ~åÖÉÇ=íÜÉáê=áãéäÉãÉåí~íáçå=çÑ=^vm=áå=OMMPJMQI=íÜÉëÉ=ÅÜ~åÖÉë=ïáää=çåäó=ÇÉä~ó=íÜÉ=
áåÉîáí~ÄäÉ=Ñ~áäìêÉ=çÑ=ãçëí=ëÅÜççäëK=qÜáë=áë=åçí=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=éìÄäáÅ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=áë=ÄêçâÉå=çê=^ãÉêáÅ~å=
ÅÜáäÇêÉå=~êÉ=ÇÉÑáÅáÉåíX=áí=áë=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=^vm=áë=ìåêÉ~äáëíáÅI=ÇçÉë=åçí=ìåÇÉêëí~åÇ=ëíìÇÉåí=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=
ÖêçïíÜ=é~ííÉêåëI=~åÇ=ÇçÉë=åçí=êÉÅçÖåáòÉ=íÜÉ=ä~ïë=çÑ=ëí~íáëíáÅëK=

=
^äíÜçìÖÜ=íÜÉ=Öç~ä=çÑ=NMM=éÉêÅÉåí=éêçÑáÅáÉåÅó=~ééäáÉë=å~íáçå~ääóI=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉëÛ=ïáÇÉäó=E~åÇ=ïáäÇäóF=
ÇáîÉêÖÉåí=^vm=Ñ~áäìêÉ=ê~íÉë=íÉää=óçì=åçíÜáåÖ=~Äçìí=íÜÉ=êÉä~íáîÉ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=çê=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉåÉëë=çÑ=íÜÉáê=
êÉëéÉÅíáîÉ=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëKNR=
=
• få=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=óÉ~ê=çÑ=^vm=áãéäÉãÉåí~íáçåI=ëí~íÉëÛ=^vm=Ñ~áäìêÉ=ê~íÉë=ê~åÖÉÇ=Ñêçã=T=éÉêÅÉåí=íç=UR=

éÉêÅÉåíK=qÜáë=î~êá~Äáäáíó=áë=åçí=êÉä~íÉÇ=íç=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉë=áå=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=èì~äáíó=~ãçåÖ=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉëK=fí=áë=
Éñéä~áåÉÇ=áå=ëçãÉ=é~êí=Äó=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉë=áå=íÜÉ=ÇáÑÑáÅìäíó=çÑ=ëí~íÉëÛ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ÅçåíÉåí=ëí~åÇ~êÇëX=
ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉë=áå=íÜÉ=íóéÉ=~åÇ=ÇáÑÑáÅìäíó=çÑ=íÜÉ=íÉëíë=íÜÉó=ìëÉX=~åÇ=Äó=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉë=áå=ïÜÉêÉ=ëí~íÉë=ëÉí=
íÜÉ=Åìí=éçáåí=Ñçê=“éêçÑáÅáÉåíÒ=çå=íÜÉáê=íÉëíëK=fí=áë=Éñéä~áåÉÇ=áå=ÉîÉå=ä~êÖÉê=é~êí=Äó=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉë=áå=
ëí~íÉëÛ=ëìÄÖêçìéëX=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉë=áå=ëÅÜççä=ëáòÉX=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉë=áå=íÜÉ=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=Öê~ÇÉë=íÜÉó=íÉëíX=
ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉë=áå=íÜÉ=åìãÄÉê=íÜÉó=ëÉí=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ëáòÉ=~=ëìÄÖêçìé=Ü~ë=íç=êÉ~ÅÜ=áå=çêÇÉê=íç=Åçìåí=
ëÉé~ê~íÉäó=áå=^vm=E“ãáåáãìã=kÒFX=ïÜÉíÜÉê=çê=åçí=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=ìëÉë=“ÅçåÑáÇÉåÅÉ=áåíÉêî~äëÒ=áå=áíë=^vm=
Å~äÅìä~íáçåëX=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=Ñ~Åíçêë=Ü~îáåÖ=åçíÜáåÖ=íç=Çç=ïáíÜ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=èì~äáíóK=qÜÉëÉ=éçáåíë=~êÉ=
êÉáåÑçêÅÉÇ=Äó=ÉñíÉêå~ä=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=ëÜçïáåÖ=íÜ~í=íÜÉêÉ=áë=åç=ÇáëÅÉêåáÄäÉ=êÉä~íáçåëÜáé=ÄÉíïÉÉå=ëí~íÉëÛ=
^vm=Ñ~áäìêÉ=ê~íÉë=~åÇ=íÜÉáê=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=~åÇ=ÖêçïíÜ=çå=k^bmKNS=

=

============================================================
12 Linn (2003a, b); Nelson & Rosenberg; Minnesota; Kane & Staiger (2003a, b). 
13 Phillips; Jencks & Phillips; Barton & Coley; Coley (2003); Linn (2003c, d). See also Entwisle & Alexander; Council of the 
Great City Schools. 
14 West & Germino-Hausken; Denton et al. (2000, 2001); Lee & Burkam; Hart & Risley; Barton (2003); Coley (2002); 
Rothstein. 
15 Linn (2003a, b, c, d, e, f); Kingsbury et al.; Nelson & Rosenberg; McLaughlin & DeMello. 
16 Council for Education Policy, Research and Improvement (2003). 



^äíÜçìÖÜ=k`i_=ëí~åÇë=Ñçê=“kç=`ÜáäÇ=iÉÑí=_ÉÜáåÇIÒ=^vm=äÉ~îÉë=ã~åó=~=ÅÜáäÇ=ÄÉÜáåÇK=
=
• ^vm=áë=áåÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=íç=íÜÉ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=çÑ=ëìÄÖêçìé=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=ëÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=ëìÄÖêçìéë=íÜ~í=~êÉ=íçç=

ëã~ää=íç=Åçìåí=Ñçê=^vmI=ÉñÅÉéí=áåëçÑ~ê=~ë=íÜÉáê=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=~ÑÑÉÅíë=íÜÉ=ëÅÜççäÛë=~îÉê~ÖÉK=få=
mÉååëóäî~åá~I=Ñçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=çåäó=NM=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=ëÅÜççäë=Ü~Ç=~å=^vmJÅçìåíÉÇ=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=
ëìÄÖêçìéI=~åÇ=áå=lÜáçI=äÉëë=íÜ~å=N=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=ÉäÉãÉåí~êó=ëÅÜççäë=Ü~Ç=íÜáë=ëìÄÖêçìé=Åçìåí=áå=^vmK=
k~íáîÉ=^ãÉêáÅ~å=~åÇ=ãìäíáJê~Åá~ä=ëìÄÖêçìéë=Ü~êÇäó=ÉîÉê=Åçìåí=áå=^vmK=

=
• ^vm=áë=áåÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=íç=íÜÉ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=çÑ=áåÇáîáÇì~ä=~åÇ=ëìÄÖêçìé=ëíìÇÉåíë=~í=~åó=äÉîÉä=çê=

éêçÖêÉëëáçå=çÑ=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=çíÜÉê=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=äÉîÉä=E~äíÜçìÖÜ=`çäçê~ÇçI=j~ëë~ÅÜìëÉííëI=
jáååÉëçí~I=~åÇ=kÉï=e~ãéëÜáêÉ=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=~ääçïÉÇ=íç=ÖáîÉ=åçåJéêçÑáÅáÉåí=ëíìÇÉåíë=é~êíá~ä=ÅêÉÇáíFK=
kçê=ÇçÉë=^vm=êÉÖáëíÉê=ÇÉÅäáåÉë=çê=ëí~Öå~íáçåë=áå=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=~Åêçëë=~åÇ=ïáíÜáå=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=
äÉîÉäëI=ìåäÉëë=íÜÉó=~êÉ=ä~êÖÉ=ÉåçìÖÜ=íç=~ÑÑÉÅí=íÜÉ=ëÅÜççäïáÇÉ=~åÇLçê=ëìÄÖêçìé=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=
éêçÑáÅáÉåí=ëíìÇÉåíë=êÉä~íáîÉ=íç=íÜÉ=~ååì~ä=^vm=í~êÖÉíëKNT=

=
• qÜÉêÉ=áë=åç=êÉäá~ÄäÉ=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=íÜ~í=ÉîÉå=ÜáÖÜäó=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉ=ëÅÜççäë=Å~å=éêçÇìÅÉ=íÜÉ=ÜìÖÉ=Ö~áåë=íÜ~í=

~êÉ=åÉÅÉëë~êó=Ñçê=íÜÉ=äçïÉëí=ëÅçêáåÖ=ëíìÇÉåíë=íç=êÉ~ÅÜ=^vmÛë=ÉëÅ~ä~íáåÖ=éêçÑáÅáÉåÅó=í~êÖÉíëK=få=
mÉååëóäî~åá~I=Ñçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ëìÄÖêçìéë=Ü~Ç=~å=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ê~íáåÖ=áå=ã~íÜ=çÑ=NQKQ=
éÉêÅÉåí=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=Åçãé~êÉÇ=íç=RQKV=éÉêÅÉåí=Ñçê=~ää=ëíìÇÉåíëK=få=j~êóä~åÇI=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=
ëìÄÖêçìéë=Ü~Ç=~å=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ê~íáåÖ=áå=ã~íÜ=çÑ=OT=éÉêÅÉåí=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=Åçãé~êÉÇ=íç=RM=éÉêÅÉåí=Ñçê=~ää=
ëíìÇÉåíëK=`çåîÉêëÉäóI=^vm=áãéäáÅáíäó=ëáÖå~äë=íÜ~í=äáííäÉ=çê=åç=ÉÑÑçêí=åÉÉÇë=íç=ÄÉ=ã~ÇÉ=ïáíÜ=ëíìÇÉåíë=
ïÜç=~êÉ=~äêÉ~Çó=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=çê=~ÄçîÉÔçê=áå=ëìÄÖêçìéë=íÜ~í=~êÉ=åçí=ä~êÖÉ=ÉåçìÖÜ=íç=Åçìåí=Ñçê=
^vmÔÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=^vm=Ü~êÇäó=êÉÖáëíÉêë=íÜÉãK=qÜÉêÉÑçêÉI=^vm=áãéäáÅáíäó=ëÉíë=ìé=~=éÉêîÉêëÉ=ëÉí=çÑ=
áåÅÉåíáîÉë=Ñçê=ëÅÜççäë=íç=ÅçåÅÉåíê~íÉ=çåäó=çå=ê~áëáåÖ=íÜÉ=ëÅçêÉë=çÑ=ëíìÇÉåíë=ïÜç=~êÉ=àìëí=ÄÉäçï=íÜÉ=
éêçÑáÅáÉåí=Åìí=éçáåíë=çå=ëí~íÉ=íÉëíëX=Ü~êÇ=ïçêâ=ïáíÜ=çíÜÉê=Öêçìéë=áë=ÉáíÜÉê=ÑìíáäÉ=çê=áêêÉäÉî~åí=áå=
ã~âáåÖ=^vmK=

=
páåÅÉ=åÉáíÜÉê=íÜÉ=^=åçê=íÜÉ=m=áå=^vm=ãÉ~åë=ïÜ~í=áí=ë~óëI=áí=ëÜçìäÇ=åçí=ÄÉ=ëìêéêáëáåÖ=íÜ~í=ïÜÉíÜÉê=çê=
åçí=~=ëÅÜççä=ã~âÉë=^vm=ÇçÉë=åçí=åÉÅÉëë~êáäó=ÇÉéÉåÇ=çå=áíë=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉåÉëëK=
=
• qÜÉêÉ=áë=åç=ÇáëÅÉêåáÄäÉ=êÉä~íáçåëÜáé=ÄÉíïÉÉå=ëÅÜççä=çê=ëìÄÖêçìé=éêçÖêÉëë=~åÇ=ã~âáåÖ=çê=Ñ~áäáåÖ=

^vmK=fí=áë=ïÜÉêÉ=~=ëÅÜççä=çê=ëìÄÖêçìé=ëí~êíë=çìíI=êÉä~íáîÉ=íç=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉÛë=~ååì~ä=^vm=í~êÖÉíëI=íÜ~í=
ÅçìåíëK=

=
• ^îÉê~ÖÉ=~åÇ=ëìÄÖêçìé=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=ÖêçïíÜ=áë=çÑíÉå=~ë=ÖêÉ~íI=çê=ÖêÉ~íÉêI=áå=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=Ñ~áäÉÇ=^vm=

~ë=áí=áë=áå=íÜçëÉ=íÜ~í=ã~ÇÉ=^vmK=^îÉê~ÖÉ=~åÇ=ëìÄÖêçìé=ÖêçïíÜ=áå=~=ëí~íÉÛë=^vmJÑ~áäÉÇ=ëÅÜççäë=~äëç=
íÉåÇë=íç=ãÉÉí=çê=ÉñÅÉÉÇ=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉÛë=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÖêçïíÜ=ê~íÉKNU=få=j~ëë~ÅÜìëÉííëI=Ñçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=ëÅÜççäë=
ïáíÜ=Ää~ÅâI=eáëé~åáÅ=çê=äáãáíÉÇ=båÖäáëÜ=éêçÑáÅáÉåí=EibmF=ëìÄÖêçìéë=ä~êÖÉ=ÉåçìÖÜ=íç=Åçìåí=
ëÉé~ê~íÉäó=áå=^vm=ÇÉíÉêãáå~íáçå=Ñ~áäÉÇ=^vm=~í=ê~íÉë=ÉñÅÉÉÇáåÖ=UM=éÉêÅÉåíK=vÉí=ëÅÜççäë=ÉåêçääáåÖ=
íÜÉëÉ=ëìÄÖêçìéë=ëÜçïÉÇ=ÖêÉ~íÉê=áãéêçîÉãÉåí=áå=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉÛë=ÅçãéçëáíÉ=éêçÑáÅáÉåÅó=áåÇÉñ=ëÅçêÉë=
íÜ~å=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉK=

=
• j~åó=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=Ñ~áä=^vm=~êÉ=ÅçåëáÇÉê~Ääó=ãçêÉ=ëìÅÅÉëëÑìä=~í=ã~âáåÖ=éêçÖêÉëë=ïáíÜ=íÜÉáê=äçïJI=

~îÉê~ÖÉJ=~åÇ=ÜáÖÜJëÅçêáåÖ=ëíìÇÉåíëÔ~ää=íÜÉáê=ëíìÇÉåíëÔíÜ~å=~êÉ=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ã~âÉ=^vmK=j~åó=
ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=Ñ~áä=^vm=~êÉ=ÄÉííÉê=~í=áãéêçîáåÖ=äçïJëÅçêáåÖ=ëíìÇÉåíëÛ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåíI=áå=é~êíáÅìä~êI=

============================================================
17 Safe Harbor is a limited, flawed exception. Also, although some states use performance indexes to credit status growth at 
additional achievement levels, the law itself prohibits using a measure that would reduce the number of schools that AYP by 
itself would identify for improvement. 
18 Nelson & Rosenberg; Novak & Fuller; California Department of Education; Choi et al.; McCall et al.; Linn & 
Goldschmidt. 



íÜ~å=~êÉ=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ã~âÉ=^vmI=ÉîÉå=íÜçìÖÜ=ëÅÜççäë=Ñ~áäáåÖ=^vm=íóéáÅ~ääó=Ü~îÉ=ãìÅÜ=ÜáÖÜÉê=
ÅçåÅÉåíê~íáçåë=çÑ=éççê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=íÜ~å=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ã~âÉ=^vmKNV=

=
• pÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=çê=ibm=ëìÄÖêçìéë=ä~êÖÉ=ÉåçìÖÜ=íç=Åçìåí=ëÉé~ê~íÉäó=áå=^vm=~äãçëí=

áåî~êá~Ääó=Ñ~áä=^vmÔÉîÉå=ïÜÉå=íÜÉ=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉëÉ=ëìÄÖêçìé=ëíìÇÉåíëI=~ë=ïÉää=~ë=íÜÉáê=
ëÅÜççäë=~ë=~=ïÜçäÉI=Éèì~äë=çê=ÉñÅÉÉÇë=íÜ~í=çÑ=íÜÉáê=éÉÉêë=áå=ëÅÜççäë=ïÜÉêÉ=íÜÉëÉ=ëìÄÖêçìéë=~êÉ=íçç=
ëã~ää=íç=ÄÉ=ëÉé~ê~íÉäó=ÅçìåíÉÇ=áå=^vmKOM=

=
• ^äíÜçìÖÜ=^vm=Å~ååçí=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=ëÅÜççä=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉåÉëëI=áí=~ìíçã~íáÅ~ääó=ÇÉÉãë=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=Éåêçää=

ä~êÖÉ=åìãÄÉêë=çÑ=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=~åÇ=äçïJ~ÅÜáÉîáåÖ=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=ëíìÇÉåíë=“áåÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉIÒ=
êÉÖ~êÇäÉëë=çÑ=íÜÉ=éêçÖêÉëë=íÜÉó=ã~âÉ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉáê=ëíìÇÉåíëK=

=
=
k`i_=êáÖÜíÑìääó=ëÉÉâë=íç=Éî~äì~íÉ=~åÇ=ÜçäÇ=ëÅÜççäë=~ÅÅçìåí~ÄäÉ=Ñçê=íÜÉáê=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉåÉëëK=
_ìí=íÜÉ=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=ëÜçïë=íÜ~í=^vm=áë=~å=ìåêÉäá~ÄäÉ=~åÇ=áåî~äáÇ=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=çÑ=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉåÉëë=íÜ~í=ÜçäÇë=
ëÅÜççäë=ãçêÉ=~ÅÅçìåí~ÄäÉ=Ñçê=ïÜÉêÉ=ëíìÇÉåíë=ëí~êí=íÜ~å=Ñçê=íÜÉáê=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=éêçÖêÉëë=~åÇI=áå=íÜÉ=Å~ëÉ=
çÑ=íÜÉ=ãçëí=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=ëÅÜççäëI=Ñçê=éÉêÑçêãáåÖ=~å=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=ÑÉ~í=íÜ~í=Ü~ë=åÉîÉê=ÄÉÉå=êÉäá~Ääó=
ÉîáÇÉåÅÉÇK=

============================================================
19 Choi et al.; Linn & Goldschmidt; McCall et al. 
20 Nelson & Rosenberg. 


