
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

qÜÉ=kç=`ÜáäÇ=iÉÑí=_ÉÜáåÇ=^Åí=Ek`i_F=êÉèìáêÉë=
íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ïÜç=íÉ~ÅÜ=ÅçêÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíë=íç=
ÄÉ=“ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇKÒ=qÜÉ=ä~ï=ÇÉÑáåÉë=~=ÜáÖÜäó=
èì~äáÑáÉÇ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=~ë=~å=áåÇáîáÇì~ä=ïÜçW=
=
• e~ë=çÄí~áåÉÇ=Ñìää=ëí~íÉ=ÅÉêíáÑáÅ~íáçå=

EáåÅäìÇáåÖ=~äíÉêå~íáîÉ=ÅÉêíáÑáÅ~íáçåFX=~åÇ=
• eçäÇë=~=äáÅÉåëÉ=íç=íÉ~ÅÜ=áå=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉX=~åÇ=
• e~ë=åçí=Ü~Ç=ÅÉêíáÑáÅ~íáçå=çê=äáÅÉåëìêÉ=

êÉèìáêÉãÉåíë=ï~áîÉÇ=çå=~å=ÉãÉêÖÉåÅóI=
íÉãéçê~êó=çê=éêçîáëáçå~ä=Ä~ëáëK=

=
få=~ÇÇáíáçåI=íÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=êÉèìáêÉãÉåíë=Ñçê=
ÇÉãçåëíê~íáåÖ=ëìÄàÉÅíJã~ííÉê=âåçïäÉÇÖÉ=íÜ~í=
î~êó=ÇÉéÉåÇáåÖ=çå=ïÜÉíÜÉê=óçì=~êÉ=~å=
ÉäÉãÉåí~êóI=ãáÇÇäÉ=çê=ÜáÖÜ=ëÅÜççä=íÉ~ÅÜÉêI=
~åÇ=ïÜÉíÜÉê=óçìÛêÉ=~=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=åÉï=íç=íÜÉ=
éêçÑÉëëáçå=çê=~=îÉíÉê~å=íÉ~ÅÜÉêK==
 
1. What is the time frame for all of this? 
When do these requirements go into 
effect?  
=
^ää=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=çÑ=“ÅçêÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíëÒ=ÜáêÉÇ=
~ÑíÉê=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=Ç~ó=çÑ=íÜÉ=OMMOJMP=ëÅÜççä=óÉ~ê=
ïÜç=íÉ~ÅÜ=áå=~=éêçÖê~ã=ëìééçêíÉÇ=Äó=qáíäÉ=f=
ÑìåÇë=ãìëí=ÄÉ=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇK=
=
qÜÉ=ä~ï=ëí~íÉë=íÜ~í=Äó=íÜÉ=ÉåÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=OMMRJMS=
ëÅÜççä=óÉ~êI=~ää=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=çÑ=ÅçêÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=
ëìÄàÉÅíë=ãìëí=ÄÉ=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇK=qÜÉ=rKpK=
aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=bÇìÅ~íáçå=ÉñíÉåÇÉÇ=íÜÉ=
ÇÉ~ÇäáåÉ=Äó=çåÉ=óÉ~êI=ëç=~ää=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=Ü~îÉ=
ìåíáä=íÜÉ=ÉåÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=OMMSJMT=ëÅÜççä=óÉ~ê=íç=
ãÉÉí=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇ=êÉèìáêÉãÉåíëK==
=
`ìêêÉåí=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=çê=íÜçëÉ=áå=
ÉäáÖáÄäÉI=êìê~ä=ÇáëíêáÅíë=ïÜç=~êÉ=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇ=
áå=~í=äÉ~ëí=çåÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅí=Ü~îÉ=ìåíáä=
OMMSJMT=íç=ÄÉÅçãÉ=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=

~ÇÇáíáçå~ä=ëìÄàÉÅíë=íÜÉó=íÉ~ÅÜK==^åó=åÉïäó=
ÜáêÉÇ=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=çê=êìê~ä=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ïáää=
Ü~îÉ=íÜêÉÉ=óÉ~êë=Ñêçã=íÜÉáê=Ç~íÉ=çÑ=ÜáêÉ=íç=
ÄÉÅçãÉ=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇ=áå=É~ÅÜ=ÅçêÉ=
~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅí=íÜÉó=íÉ~ÅÜK==
=
2. What are the “core academic 
subjects”? 
=
qÜÉ=ÅçêÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíë=~êÉ=båÖäáëÜI=
êÉ~ÇáåÖI=ä~åÖì~ÖÉ=~êíëI=ã~íÜÉã~íáÅëI=ëÅáÉåÅÉI=
ÑçêÉáÖå=ä~åÖì~ÖÉëI=ÅáîáÅëI=ÖçîÉêåãÉåíI=
ÉÅçåçãáÅëI=~êíëI=Üáëíçêó=~åÇ=ÖÉçÖê~éÜóK=
=
qÜÉêÉÑçêÉI=áÑ=óçì=~êÉ=~=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=çåÉ=çÑ=
íÜÉëÉ=ÅçêÉ=ëìÄàÉÅíëI=íÜáë=ÑÉÇÉê~ä=ä~ï=~ééäáÉë=íç=
óçìK==
=
3. Are art and/or music considered “core 
academic subjects”? 
=
qÜÉ=ä~ï=áåÅäìÇÉë=“íÜÉ=~êíëÒ=~ë=~=ÅçêÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=
ëìÄàÉÅíI=Äìí=ÇçÉë=åçí=éêçîáÇÉ=~=ÇÉÑáåáíáçåK=
vçìê=ëí~íÉ=ÇÉíÉêãáåÉë=áíë=ÇÉÑáåáíáçå=çÑ=“íÜÉ=
~êíëKÒ=
=
4. I’m a vocational education teacher. 
Do I have to meet the “highly 
qualified” definition? 
=
låäó=áÑ=óçì=íÉ~ÅÜ=~=ÅçêÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíK=cçê=
Éñ~ãéäÉI=áÑ=~=îçÅ~íáçå~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=
çåäó=íÉ~ÅÜÉë=~=íê~ÇÉI=ëìÅÜ=~ë=~ìíç=ãÉÅÜ~åáÅëI=
ÜÉ=çê=ëÜÉ=ïçìäÇ=åçí=åÉÉÇ=íç=ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=ÜáÖÜäó=
èì~äáÑáÉÇ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=êÉèìáêÉãÉåíëI=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=~ìíç=
ãÉÅÜ~åáÅë=áë=åçí=~=ÅçêÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíK=
=
5. I’m a special education teacher. Does 
this law apply to me? 
=

Teacher Quality 

nìÉëíáçåë=~åÇ=^åëïÉêë=~Äçìí
kç=`ÜáäÇ=iÉÑí=_ÉÜáåÇ

réÇ~íÉÇ=^éêáä=OMMT
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péÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ïÜç=~êÉ=éêçîáÇáåÖ=
áåëíêìÅíáçå=áå=ÅçêÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíë=ãìëí=
ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=“ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇÒ=ÇÉÑáåáíáçå=áå=~ää=
ëìÄàÉÅíë=íÜÉó=íÉ~ÅÜK=
=
lå=íÜÉ=çíÜÉê=Ü~åÇI=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íçêë=ïÜç=Çç=
åçí=ÇáêÉÅíäó=áåëíêìÅí=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=~åó=ÅçêÉ=
~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíI=çê=ïÜç=çåäó=éêçîáÇÉ=
Åçåëìäí~íáçå=íç=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=çÑ=
ÅçêÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíë=áå=~Ç~éíáåÖ=ÅìêêáÅìä~I=
ìëáåÖ=ÄÉÜ~îáçê~ä=ëìééçêíë=~åÇ=áåíÉêîÉåíáçåëI=
~åÇ=ëÉäÉÅíáåÖ=~ééêçéêá~íÉ=~ÅÅçããçÇ~íáçåëI=
Çç=åçí=åÉÉÇ=íç=ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=“ÜáÖÜäó=
èì~äáÑáÉÇÒ=ëìÄàÉÅíJã~ííÉê=ÅçãéÉíÉåÅó=
êÉèìáêÉãÉåíë=íÜ~í=~ééäó=ìåÇÉê=k`i_=íç=
íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=çÑ=ÅçêÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíëK=
 
6. I teach English language learners 
(ELLs). Do I have to meet the “highly 
qualified” definition? If my program is 
funded by Title III, do I have to meet 
additional requirements? 
=
bii=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ãìëí=ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=“ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇÒ=
ÇÉÑáåáíáçå=áå=~ää=ëìÄàÉÅíë=íÜÉó=íÉ~ÅÜK=få=
~ÇÇáíáçåI=áÑ=óçì=íÉ~ÅÜ=áå=~=éêçÖê~ã=ÑìåÇÉÇ=Äó=
qáíäÉ=fffI=óçì=ãìëí=ÄÉ=ÑäìÉåí=áå=båÖäáëÜ=~åÇ=~åó=
çíÜÉê=ä~åÖì~ÖÉ=ìëÉÇ=Ñçê=áåëíêìÅíáçåI=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=
Ü~îáåÖ=ïêáííÉå=~åÇ=çê~ä=ÅçããìåáÅ~íáçå=ëâáääëK=
=
7. I’m a new teacher. How do I know if I 
meet the new “highly qualified” 
definition? 
=
qç=ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=ÇÉÑáåáíáçåI=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ïÜç=~êÉ=åÉï=
íç=íÜÉ=éêçÑÉëëáçå=ãìëí=ÜçäÇ=~í=äÉ~ëí=~=
Ä~ÅÜÉäçêÛë=ÇÉÖêÉÉ=~åÇ=ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉ=ëìÄàÉÅíJ
ã~ííÉê=ÅçãéÉíÉåÅóK=
• bäÉãÉåí~êó=ëÅÜççä=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ïÜç=~êÉ=åÉï=

íç=íÜÉ=éêçÑÉëëáçå=ãìëí=ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉ=
ëìÄàÉÅí=âåçïäÉÇÖÉ=~åÇ=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=ëâáääë=áå=
êÉ~ÇáåÖI=ïêáíáåÖI=ã~íÜÉã~íáÅë=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=
~êÉ~ë=çÑ=íÜÉ=Ä~ëáÅ=ÉäÉãÉåí~êó=ëÅÜççä=
ÅìêêáÅìäìã=Äó=é~ëëáåÖ=~=êáÖçêçìë=íÉëíK=
vçìê=ëí~íÉ=ÅÉêíáÑáÅ~íáçå=çê=äáÅÉåëìêÉ=íÉëí=
ã~ó=Åçìåí=íçï~êÇ=ãÉÉíáåÖ=íÜáë=
êÉèìáêÉãÉåíK=

• jáÇÇäÉ=~åÇ=ÜáÖÜ=ëÅÜççä=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ïÜç=~êÉ=
åÉï=íç=íÜÉ=éêçÑÉëëáçå=ãìëí=ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉ==
ÅçãéÉíÉåÅó=áå=É~ÅÜ=çÑ=íÜÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=
ëìÄàÉÅíë=íÜÉó=íÉ~ÅÜ=Äó=é~ëëáåÖ=~=ëìÄàÉÅí=
ã~ííÉê=íÉëí=áå=É~ÅÜ=ëìÄàÉÅí=çê=Äó=
ëìÅÅÉëëÑìääó=ÅçãéäÉíáåÖ=~å=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=
ã~àçêI=~=Öê~Çì~íÉ=ÇÉÖêÉÉI=ÅçìêëÉïçêâ=
Éèìáî~äÉåí=íç=~å=ìåÇÉêÖê~Çì~íÉ=ã~àçêI=çê=
~Çî~åÅÉÇ=ÅÉêíáÑáÅ~íáçå=çê=ÅêÉÇÉåíá~äáåÖK=
^Ö~áåI=óçìê=ëí~íÉ=ÅÉêíáÑáÅ~íáçå=çê=äáÅÉåëìêÉ=
íÉëí=ã~ó=Åçìåí=íçï~êÇ=ãÉÉíáåÖ=íÜáë=
êÉèìáêÉãÉåíK=

=
8. I’ve been teaching for years. What 
steps do I need to take to make sure I 
meet the “highly qualified” definition? 
=
sÉíÉê~å=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=~êÉ=êÉèìáêÉÇ=íç=ÜçäÇ=~í=äÉ~ëí=
~=Ä~ÅÜÉäçêÛë=ÇÉÖêÉÉ=~åÇ=ÄÉ=äáÅÉåëÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=
ëí~íÉK=qÜÉó=ãìëí=~äëç=ÉáíÜÉê=ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=
êÉèìáêÉãÉåíë=Ñçê=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=åÉï=íç=íÜÉ=
éêçÑÉëëáçå=çê=ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉ=ÅçãéÉíÉåÅÉ=áå=
É~ÅÜ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅí=íÜÉó=íÉ~ÅÜ=Ä~ëÉÇ=çå=~=
“ÜáÖÜI=çÄàÉÅíáîÉ=ìåáÑçêã=ëí~íÉ=ëí~åÇ~êÇ=çÑ=
Éî~äì~íáçåÒ=EelrppbFK=b~ÅÜ=ëí~íÉ=Ü~ë=
ÇÉíÉêãáåÉÇ=ïÜ~í=íÜáë=Éî~äì~íáçå=çéíáçå=äççâë=
äáâÉK=`ÜÉÅâ=ïáíÜ=óçìê=äçÅ~ä=ìåáçå=éêÉëáÇÉåíI=
ÇáëíêáÅí=çÑÑáÅÉI=çê=ëí~íÉ=ÇÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=
ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=íç=ÑáåÇ=çìí=íÜÉ=Éî~äì~íáçå=çéíáçå=
ÄÉáåÖ=çÑÑÉêÉÇ=áå=óçìê=ëí~íÉK=
=
9. What is the “high, objective, uniform 
state standard of evaluation” 
(HOUSSE)? 
=
qÜÉ=ä~ï=áÇÉåíáÑáÉë=ëÉîÉå=ÅÜ~ê~ÅíÉêáëíáÅë=çÑ=~=
íÉ~ÅÜÉê=Éî~äì~íáçå=ëóëíÉã=íÜ~í=ãÉÉíë=íÜÉ=
elrppb=ÇÉÑáåáíáçåK=pìÅÜ=~=ëóëíÉãW=
• fë=ëÉí=Äó=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=Ñçê=ÄçíÜ=Öê~ÇÉJ

~ééêçéêá~íÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíJã~ííÉê=
âåçïäÉÇÖÉ=~åÇ=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=ëâáääëX=

• fë=~äáÖåÉÇ=ïáíÜ=ÅÜ~ääÉåÖáåÖ=ëí~íÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=
ÅçåíÉåí=~åÇ=ëíìÇÉåí=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=
~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=ëí~åÇ~êÇë=~åÇ=ÇÉîÉäçéÉÇ=áå=
Åçåëìäí~íáçå=ïáíÜ=ÅçêÉ=ÅçåíÉåí=ëéÉÅá~äáëíëI=
íÉ~ÅÜÉêëI=éêáåÅáé~äë=~åÇ=ëÅÜççä=
~Çãáåáëíê~íçêëX=



=
=
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• mêçîáÇÉë=çÄàÉÅíáîÉI=ÅçÜÉêÉåí=áåÑçêã~íáçå=
~Äçìí=íÜÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêÛë=~íí~áåãÉåí=çÑ=ÅçêÉ=
ÅçåíÉåí=âåçïäÉÇÖÉ=áå=íÜÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=
ëìÄàÉÅíë=áå=ïÜáÅÜ=~=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=íÉ~ÅÜÉëX=

• fë=~ééäáÉÇ=ìåáÑçêãäó=íç=~ää=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=áå=íÜÉ=
ë~ãÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅí=~åÇ=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=
Öê~ÇÉ=äÉîÉä=íÜêçìÖÜçìí=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉX=

• q~âÉë=áåíç=ÅçåëáÇÉê~íáçåI=Äìí=áë=åçí=Ä~ëÉÇ=
éêáã~êáäó=çåI=íÜÉ=íáãÉ=íÜÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=Ü~ë=
ÄÉÉå=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=áå=íÜÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíX=

• fë=ã~ÇÉ=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=íç=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅ=ìéçå=
êÉèìÉëíX=~åÇ=

• j~ó=áåîçäîÉ=ãìäíáéäÉI=çÄàÉÅíáîÉ=ãÉ~ëìêÉë=
çÑ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ÅçãéÉíÉåÅóK=

=
pí~íÉë=ã~ó=ÇÉîÉäçé=~=ãÉíÜçÇ=Ñçê=ÅìêêÉåíI=
ãìäíáJëìÄàÉÅí=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=íç=ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉ=
íÜêçìÖÜ=çåÉ=éêçÅÉëë=íÜ~í=íÜÉó=~êÉ=ÜáÖÜäó=
èì~äáÑáÉÇ=áå=É~ÅÜ=çÑ=íÜÉáê=ëìÄàÉÅíë=~åÇ=
ã~áåí~áå=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=ÜáÖÜ=ëí~åÇ~êÇë=áå=ëìÄàÉÅíJ
ã~ííÉê=ã~ëíÉêóK=`ÜÉÅâ=ïáíÜ=óçìê=ìåáçåI=
ÇáëíêáÅí=çÑÑáÅÉI=çê=ëí~íÉ=ÇÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=
ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=Ñçê=ãçêÉ=áåÑçêã~íáçåK=
=
10. I am a veteran middle school 
teacher. I passed the state generalist 
exam in math, science, English and 
social studies, but was not required by 
the state to take separate subject-
matter tests. Am I “highly qualified”? 
=
fí=ÇÉéÉåÇë=çå=Üçï=óçìê=ëí~íÉ=ÇÉÑáåÉë=~=ÜáÖÜäó=
èì~äáÑáÉÇ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêK=fÑ=óçì=Ü~îÉ=çåÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=
ÑçääçïáåÖ=Ñçê=É~ÅÜ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ëìÄàÉÅíë=óçì=íÉ~ÅÜI=
óçì=~êÉ=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇK==
• ^å=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ã~àçêX=
• ^=Öê~Çì~íÉ=ÇÉÖêÉÉX=
• `çìêëÉïçêâ=Éèìáî~äÉåí=íç=~å=

ìåÇÉêÖê~Çì~íÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ã~àçêX=çê=
• ^Çî~åÅÉÇ=ÅÉêíáÑáÅ~íáçå=çê=ÅêÉÇÉåíá~äáåÖK=
=
vçìê=ëí~íÉ=ãìëí=ÇÉÅáÇÉ=áÑ=íÜÉ=ÖÉåÉê~äáëí=Éñ~ã=
óçì=íççâ=êáÖçêçìëäó=ãÉ~ëìêÉë=É~ÅÜ=çÑ=íÜÉ=
ëìÄàÉÅíë=óçì=íÉ~ÅÜI=~í=íÜÉ=äÉîÉä=çÑ=ÇáÑÑáÅìäíó=
ÄÉáåÖ=í~ìÖÜíI=áå=çêÇÉê=Ñçê=íÜÉ=Éñ~ã=íç=ÄÉ=
ÅçåëáÇÉêÉÇ=î~äáÇ=Ñçê=ÇÉãçåëíê~íáåÖ=ëìÄàÉÅíJ
ã~ííÉê=ÅçãéÉíÉåÅóK==fÑ=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=ÇÉíÉêãáåÉë=

íÜ~í=íÜÉ=Éñ~ã=óçì=íççâ=ÇçÉë=åçí=~ÇÉèì~íÉäó=
ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉ=ëìÄàÉÅíJã~ííÉê=ÅçãéÉíÉåÅóI=óçì=
ãìëí=ÉáíÜÉê=é~ëë=~=êáÖçêçìë=ëí~íÉ=ëìÄàÉÅí=íÉëí=
áå=É~ÅÜ=çÑ=íÜÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëìÄàÉÅíë=óçì=íÉ~ÅÜI=çê=
ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉ=ëìÄàÉÅíJã~ííÉê=ÅçãéÉíÉåÅó=
Ä~ëÉÇ=çå=~=elrppbK===
=
cçê=íÜÉ=éìêéçëÉ=çÑ=ÇÉãçåëíê~íáåÖ=ëìÄàÉÅíJ
ã~ííÉê=ÅçãéÉíÉåÅóI=ëí~íÉë=ã~ó=çÑÑÉê=~=ëáåÖäÉ=
íÉëí=íÜ~í=ÅçîÉêë=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=çåÉ=ëéÉÅá~äíó=~êÉ~K=
qç=ÄÉ=~ÄäÉ=íç=ÇÉíÉêãáåÉ=ïÜÉíÜÉê=~=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=
ïÜç=é~ëëÉë=ëìÅÜ=~=íÉëí=áë=íÜÉêÉÄó=ÜáÖÜäó=
èì~äáÑáÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=ëìÄàÉÅíë=áí=ÅçîÉêëI=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=
ïçìäÇ=Ü~îÉ=íç=ÇÉíÉêãáåÉ=E~ë=áí=ïçìäÇ=Ñçê=~=
ëáåÖäÉ=ëìÄàÉÅí=íÉëíF=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=íÉëí=èìÉëíáçåë=
~ÇÉèì~íÉäó=ÅçîÉê=íÜÉ=ÉåíáêÉ=ÅçåíÉåí=~êÉ~=~åÇ=
íÜ~í=íÜÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=Ü~ë=ëìÅÅÉëëÑìääó=~åëïÉêÉÇ=~=
ëìÄëÉí=çÑ=íÜçëÉ=èìÉëíáçåëK=qÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=
ÇÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ïáää=ÇÉíÉêãáåÉ=Üçï=
óçì=ã~ó=ãÉÉí=íÜáë=êÉèìáêÉãÉåíK=`ÜÉÅâ=ïáíÜ=
óçìê=äçÅ~ä=ìåáçå=éêÉëáÇÉåíI=ÇáëíêáÅí=çÑÑáÅÉI=çê=
íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=ÇÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçåK=
=
11. I am a veteran middle school 
teacher who is fully licensed, with a 
B.A. and an academic minor in the 
subject area I teach. Am I “highly 
qualified”? 
=
kçI=Ü~îáåÖ=~å=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ãáåçê=ÇçÉë=åçí=ã~âÉ=
óçì=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇK=pÉÉ=íÜÉ=~åëïÉê=íç=íÜÉ=
éêÉîáçìë=èìÉëíáçå=íç=ÑáåÇ=çìí=ïÜ~í=ëíÉéë=óçì=
åÉÉÇ=íç=í~âÉK=
 
12. I teach seventh grade in a school 
that has been designated by the state 
as a K-8 school. Do I have to meet the 
“highly qualified” requirements for 
elementary school teachers or for 
middle school teachers? 
=
fí=áë=ìé=íç=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=íç=ã~âÉ=íÜÉ=ÇÉÅáëáçå=
ïÜÉíÜÉê=ãáÇÇäÉ=ëÅÜççä=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=åÉÉÇ=íç=ãÉÉí=
íÜÉ=ëÉÅçåÇ~êó=ÉäÉãÉåí~êó=çê=ëÉÅçåÇ~êó=
ëìÄàÉÅí=ã~ííÉê=êÉèìáêÉãÉåíëK=
=



4 L=AFT TEACHERS   

13. I have a general science certification 
and teach more than one field of 
science (such as physics, biology, and 
chemistry).  Do I have to take a test or 
complete a HOUSSE for each field of 
science that I teach? 
=
fí=ÇÉéÉåÇë=çå=óçìê=ëí~íÉÛë=ëÅáÉåÅÉ=ÅÉêíáÑáÅ~íáçå=
êÉèìáêÉãÉåíëK=_~ëÉÇ=çå=íÜÉáê=ÅìêêÉåí=
êÉèìáêÉãÉåíëI=ëí~íÉë=ã~ó=ÇÉÅáÇÉ=íç=~ääçï=
ëÅáÉåÅÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=íç=ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉ=íÜ~í=íÜÉó=~êÉ=
ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇ=ÉáíÜÉê=áå=“Äêç~Ç=ÑáÉäÇÒ=ëÅáÉåÅÉ=
çê=áåÇáîáÇì~ä=ÑáÉäÇë=çÑ=ëÅáÉåÅÉ=EëìÅÜ=~ë=éÜóëáÅëI=
ÄáçäçÖó=~åÇ=ÅÜÉãáëíêóFK==
=
14. I am participating in an alternative 
route to certification program. How do 
the federal requirements apply to me? 
=
qç=ÄÉ=“ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇIÒ=óçì=ãìëí=Ü~îÉ=~=
ÑçìêJóÉ~ê=ÅçääÉÖÉ=ÇÉÖêÉÉI=Ü~îÉ=ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉÇ=
ëìÄàÉÅíJã~ííÉê=ÅçãéÉíÉåÅóI=~åÇ=ÄÉ=ÉåêçääÉÇ=
áå=~å=~äíÉêå~íÉJêçìíÉ=éêçÖê~ã=íÜ~í=áåÅäìÇÉë=
íÜÉ=ÑçääçïáåÖ=íÜêÉÉ=éêçîáëáçåëW=

• eáÖÜJèì~äáíó=éêçÑÉëëáçå~ä=
ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí=íÜ~í=áë=ëìëí~áåÉÇI=
áåíÉåëáîÉI=~åÇ=Åä~ëëêççãJÑçÅìëÉÇX=

• fåíÉåëáîÉ=ëìéÉêîáëáçå=ÅçåëáëíáåÖ=çÑ=
ëíêìÅíìêÉÇ=ÖìáÇ~åÅÉ=~åÇ=êÉÖìä~ê=
çåÖçáåÖ=ëìééçêí=çê=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ãÉåíçêáåÖX=

• aÉãçåëíê~íáçå=çÑ=ë~íáëÑ~Åíçêó=éêçÖêÉëë=
íçï~êÇ=Ñìää=ÅÉêíáÑáÅ~íáçå=~ë=éêÉëÅêáÄÉÇ=
Äó=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉK=

=
^äëçI=óçì=~êÉ=ÅçåëáÇÉêÉÇ=“ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇÒ=Ñçê=
ìé=íç=íÜêÉÉ=óÉ~êë=çÑ=é~êíáÅáé~íáçå=áå=~å=
~äíÉêå~íÉJêçìíÉ=éêçÖê~ãK=^ÑíÉê=íÜêÉÉ=óÉ~êëI=
óçì=ãìëí=Ü~îÉ=çÄí~áåÉÇ=Ñìää=ÅÉêíáÑáÅ~íáçå=íç=ÄÉ=
ÅçåëáÇÉêÉÇ=“ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇKÒ=
=
15. I’m teaching on an emergency 
credential. What do I need to do to 
keep my job? 
=
vçì=åÉÉÇ=íç=í~âÉ=ëíÉéë=íç=ÄÉÅçãÉ=Ñìääó=
ÅÉêíáÑáÉÇ=~åÇ=ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=åÉï=êÉèìáêÉãÉåíë=çÑ=

íÜÉ=ä~ïK=qÜÉ=ëéÉÅáÑáÅë=çÑ=ïÜ~í=óçì=~êÉ=êÉèìáêÉÇ=
íç=Çç=~åÇ=ïÜÉå=óçì=åÉÉÇ=íç=Çç=íÜÉã=ÇÉéÉåÇ=
çå=íÜÉ=ëìÄàÉÅí=óçì=~êÉ=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖI=Üçï=äçåÖ=óçì=
Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖI=~åÇ=ïÜÉíÜÉê=çê=åçí=óçì=
íÉ~ÅÜ=áå=~=qáíäÉ=f=ëÅÜççäK=mäÉ~ëÉ=êÉ~Ç=íÜêçìÖÜ=
íÜÉ=éêÉîáçìë=èìÉëíáçåë=íç=ÑáåÇ=çìí=íÜÉ=ëéÉÅáÑáÅ=
ëíÉéë=óçì=åÉÉÇ=íç=í~âÉK=
 
16. If I’m not “highly qualified” under 
this law and need additional training, 
are there resources available to help 
me? 
=
vÉëK=qÜÉ=ÑÉÇÉê~ä=ÖçîÉêåãÉåí=Ü~ë=éêçîáÇÉÇ=
éêçÑÉëëáçå~ä=ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí=ÑìåÇë=íç=ëí~íÉë=~åÇ=
ÇáëíêáÅíë=íç=ÜÉäé=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ÄÉÅçãÉ=ÜáÖÜäó=
èì~äáÑáÉÇ=íÜêçìÖÜ=qáíäÉ=f=~åÇ=qáíäÉ=ffK=`ÜÉÅâ=
ïáíÜ=óçìê=äçÅ~ä=ìåáçå=éêÉëáÇÉåíI=éêáåÅáé~ä=çê=
ÇáëíêáÅí=çÑÑáÅÉ=íç=ÑáåÇ=çìí=ïÜ~í=ÑìåÇë=~êÉ=
~î~áä~ÄäÉ=~í=óçìê=ëÅÜççäK=
=
17. What is the AFT position on defining 
“highly qualified” teachers? 
=
cçê=óÉ~êëI=íÜÉ=^cq=Ü~ë=~ÇîçÅ~íÉÇ=íÜ~í=ÉîÉêó=
ÅÜáäÇ=ëÜçìäÇ=ÄÉ=í~ìÖÜí=Äó=~=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇ=
íÉ~ÅÜÉêI=ïáíÜ=åç=ÉñÅÉéíáçåëK=qÜÉ=“ÜáÖÜäó=
èì~äáÑáÉÇÒ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=éêçîáëáçåë=áå=kç=`ÜáäÇ=iÉÑí=
_ÉÜáåÇ=~êÉ=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=ëíÉéë=áå=ÉåëìêáåÖ=íÜ~í=~ää=
éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççä=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Ü~îÉ=~ÅÅÉëë=íç=~=ÜáÖÜJ
èì~äáíó=ÉÇìÅ~íáçåK=
=
qÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ïÜç=~êÉ=åÉï=íç=íÜÉ=éêçÑÉëëáçå=
ëÜçìäÇ=é~ëë=êáÖçêçìë=ëìÄàÉÅíJã~ííÉê=íÉëíë=~åÇ=
ÅçãéäÉíÉ=~å=~ÅÅêÉÇáíÉÇI=êÉëÉ~êÅÜÉÇJÄ~ëÉÇI=
ÅçãéêÉÜÉåëáîÉ=éêÉé~ê~íáçå=éêçÖê~ãK=
jçêÉçîÉêI=íÜÉó=ëÜçìäÇ=êÉÅÉáîÉ=çåÖçáåÖ=
ëìééçêí=íÜêçìÖÜ=~å=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉ=ãÉåíçêáåÖ=
éêçÖê~ãK=
=
sÉíÉê~å=íÉ~ÅÜÉêëI=ÜçïÉîÉêI=ëÜçìäÇ=ÄÉ=~ääçïÉÇ=
íç=ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉ=íÜ~í=íÜÉó=~êÉ=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇ=
áå=~=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=ï~óëK=^äíÜçìÖÜ=îÉíÉê~å=
íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=Ü~îÉ=íÜÉ=çéíáçå=ìåÇÉê=k`i_=çÑ=
í~âáåÖ=ëìÄàÉÅíJã~ííÉê=íÉëíëI=íÜÉ=^cq=ÄÉäáÉîÉë=
íÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=ÄÉííÉê=ï~óë=íç=ÇÉíÉêãáåÉ=áÑ=~=îÉíÉê~å=
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íÉ~ÅÜÉê=áë=ÜáÖÜäó=èì~äáÑáÉÇI=ïÜáÅÜ=ã~ó=áåÅäìÇÉ=
éÉÉê=çÄëÉêî~íáçåëI=ÇçÅìãÉåí~íáçå=çÑ=ïçêâ=
EëìÅÜ=~ë=~=éçêíÑçäáç=çê=áåÇáîáÇì~ä=éêçÑÉëëáçå~ä=
ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí=éä~åF=çê=ëçãÉ=ÅçãÄáå~íáçå=çÑ=
íÜÉëÉK=^ëâáåÖ=îÉíÉê~å=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=íç=í~âÉ=ëìÄàÉÅíJ=
ã~ííÉê=íÉëíë=áÖåçêÉë=íÜÉ=Ñ~Åí=íÜ~í=ëìÅÅÉëëÑìä=
íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=âåçï=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=ÅçåíÉåíÔíÜÉó=âåçï=
Üçï=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=äÉ~êå=~åÇ=~êÉ=~ÄäÉ=íç=äáåâ=íÜÉ=
íïçK=
=


