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January 22, 2007

His Excellency Meles Zenawi
Prime Minister

P.O. Box 1031

Addis Ababa

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

VIA FACSIMILE: +251 11 552020
Dear Prime Minister Zenawi:

I am writing on behalf of the 1.3 million members of the American Federation of
Teachers, AFL-CIO, to express our concern about the continuing intimidation,
harassment and torture of leaders and members of the Ethiopian Teachers’
Association (ETA) headed by Gemoraw Kassa.

Our colleagues in Education International, the global federation of democratic
teacher unions, have informed us that three Ethiopian colleagues — Tilahun Ayalew,
Meqcha Mengistu and Antenech Getnet — were arrested in December 2006 and
detained without warrant. We have been told that both Tilahun Ayalew and
Antenech Getnet have been tortured while in detention.

The arrest and torture of these teacher union representatives is a direct violation of
ILO Convention 87 on the right to freedom of association, which Ethiopia has
ratified.

We deplore the arrest and mistreatment of these respected teacher union leaders
by the Ethiopian government, and we strongly urge you to take immediate action
to secure their release from custody and the dismissal of all charges against them.

Sincerely,
O Yl by
Edward J. McElroy
President

EJM : dlp opeiu#2 afl-cio

cc: Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State
The Embassy of Ethiopia
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