
 
              

May 31, 2005  

The Honorable Condoleezza Rice

 

Secretary of State

 

United States Department of State

 

2201 C Street, NW

 

Washington, DC  20520

  

Dear Secretary Rice:  

On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the American Federation of Teachers, AFL-
CIO, I am writing to ask that the US government strongly protest the decision of the 
Turkish Suprem e Court to close down Egitim Sen , the Turkish teachers un ion .  The 
union is being destroyed because it supports the right of children to be educated in 
their mother tongue.

  

At a time when Turkey is seeking a greater role in world affairs, including 
membership in the European Union, this action should not be allowed to go 
unchallenged.   I urge you to let the government of Turkey know that the 
destruction of Egitim Sen will be viewed unfavorably by the United States and 
other democracies.

  

Sincerely,

  

Edward J. McElroy

 

President
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