Envisioning a Common Core Curriculum

Authors throughout this special issue of for teaching, such as lesson plans and is derived, has been used in schools across the
American Educator advocate for a common classroom assessments, but using those country for 20 years. We hope this high-quality
core curriculum. But what should such a supports should not be mandatory. The new example will generate discussions throughout
curriculum look like? How specific should it be,  Core Knowledge Language Arts Program for schools and statehouses about how detailed
and in what ways should it support teaching? kindergarten through second grade seems to and supportive a common core curriculum for
As long as it is truly a core curriculum—Ieaving  fit that description. While the program is new, our nation ought to be.

about one-third of instructional time free for pilot testing has demonstrated its effective- —EDITORS
districts, schools, and teachers to add their ness, and refinements based on teacher and

own materials and projects—we’ll venture to researcher feedback are ongoing. In addition,

say that it should be detailed and specific, but the Core Knowledge Sequence, from which it
not scripted. It should offer extensive support

Tel It Again! Read-Aloud Anthology
Nursery Rhymes

Listening and Learning S obi
and raples

How a Carefully Crafted Language Arts Program
Builds Knowledge and Strong Readers

The Core Knowledge Language Arts Program for
kindergarten through second grade consists of
two separate strands: (1) Skills and (2) Listening
and Learning. The Skills Strand teaches sounds
and the letters that represent them, beginning
with the simplest sound-letter correspondences,
and presenting reading and writing in tandem as
inverse (decoding/encoding)
procedures. Automaticity and
fluency also are emphasized as
students are given fully decodable
texts to practice reading aloud
independently. The Listening and
Learning Strand builds students’
listening comprehension—a
prerequisite to reading compre-
hension—by exposing students to
complex texts that are read aloud
daily, systematically increasing
their vocabulary and knowledge.
In each grade, 12 subject-matter
domains—shown on the next
page—are explored through
fiction and nonfiction texts.
Although most widely used
reading programs could
improve their approach to
reading skills (such as decoding
and fluency), their primary
weakness is building compre-
hension. Based on the mistaken
belief that reading comprehen-
sion relies more on strategies
(like finding the main idea)
than on knowledge, they only
minimally extend children’s
knowledge, leaving students unprepared for more
advanced texts in later grades. Therefore, here and on the
following six pages, we have chosen to show excerpts
from the Core Knowledge Language Arts Program'’s Listen-
ing and Learning Strand. To download the Core Knowl-
edge Sequence and learn more about the new program,
see www.coreknowledge.org.

Listening & Learning Strand

_ T 1l I’r Agolnl Reod-AIoud Anthology.

Tell It Again! Read-Aloud Anthology
Astronomy
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Comprehension Relies on Knowledge

Building Broad Knowledge: Key Domains Expand Children’s View of the World

‘ Kindergarten:

Nursery Rhymes and Fables

The Five Senses

Stories

Plants

Farms

Native Americans

Kings and Queens

Seasons and Weather

Columbus and the Pilgrims
10 Colonial Towns and Townspeople
11 Taking Care of the Earth

12 Presidents and American Symbols

Grade 1:
Fables and Stories
The Human Body
Different Lands, Similar Stories
Early World Civilizations
Early American Civilizations
Mozart and Music
Astronomy
The History of the Earth
Animals and Habitats

10 Fairy Tales

11 The Birth of Our Nation

12 Frontier Explorers

Grade 2:*
Fairy Tales and Tall Tales
Early Asian Civilizations
Cycles in Nature
The Ancient Greek Civilization
Greek Myths
Insects
Westward Expansion
The U.S. Civil War
Charlotte’s Web |

10 Charlotte’s Web Il

11 Immigration

12 Fighting for a Cause

Building Subject-Matter Knowledge: Solid Preparation for Academic Courses in Later Grades

Literature

Fiction is essential, but all stories are not
of equal value. The selected fables,
stories, myths, etc., in this program are as
much a part of building subject-matter
knowledge as the texts about science
and social studies. Fictional works appear
in each of the domains, with stories like
“Bear, Gull, and Crow” in the Native
Americans domain and “The Grasshopper
and the Ants” in the Seasons and
Weather domain.

Science

From insects to rainbows, children are
very curious about the natural world.
The science domains are sequenced to
build knowledge within grades—as
kindergartners progress from Plants to
Farms to Seasons and Weather to Taking
Care of the Earth—and across grades—
as children learn about The Five Senses
in kindergarten and then The Human
Body in first grade.

Social Studies

Instead of merely “activating” children’s
existing knowledge of their families and
neighborhoods, these domains enlarge
children’s knowledge. Careful sequencing
allows content and ideas to build on
each other—such as by moving from
Kings and Queens to Columbus and the
Pilgrims to Presidents and American
Symbols in kindergarten, and on to

The Birth of Our Nation and Westward
Expansion in first and second grades.

Building Coherent Knowledge: Big Ideas Draw on Multiple Domains and Subjects

In addition to the domains being carefully selected to build essential subject-matter knowledge, they are also purposefully
combined within and across grades to develop coherent knowledge. Take a closer look at the kindergarten domains. Several of the
science domains help students better understand agriculture, which is essential to the knowledge being built in the social studies
domains since early America was largely an agrarian society. An example of carefully constructed coherence across grades is the
progression (illustrated above with solid purple arrows) from Stories in kindergarten to Different Lands, Similar Stories, then Early
World Civilizations and Early American Civilizations in first grade to Early Asian Civilizations, The Ancient Greek Civilization, and
Greek Myths in second grade. Looser but still vital connections are also built in, such as the Plants, Farms, and Seasons and Weather
domains in kindergarten supporting comprehension of Animals and Habitats in first grade and then Charlotte’s Web in second
grade (which is illustrated above with dashed arrows).

*Kindergarten and first-grade materials are currently available. Second-grade materials will be available in the summer of 2011.
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Knowledge Takes Time to Build

The Listening and Learning Strand of the
Core Knowledge Language Arts Program
contains 12 domains per grade, allowing
each domain to be studied for at least two
weeks using a variety of texts and
content-related activities. This focus on

Different Lands,
Similar Stories

one topic at a time is the most efficient
way to build students’ knowledge and
vocabulary. Mastering new topics and new
words requires hearing, thinking about,
and discussing them repeatedly. Sticking
with a topic is also more engaging and

TABLE OF CONTENTS
The Core Knowledge Language Arts Program

Listening & Learning Strand

Mozart and Music

Introduction to Mozart and Music
Lesson 1 Baby Brother . . . _ .
On'the Road . .

Castles and Queens
Operas and Symphonies . .
Did a Child Write This?

Viva Ultalal .
Pausing Point 1.

Lesson 7

Lesson 2
Lesson 3
Lesson 4
Lesson 5

Lesson 6

First Great Works
Lesson 8 ATerrible Loss

Lesson 9 The Price of Freedom: The Struggle. .

Ups and Downs,
Dark Days. . . .

Lesson 10
Lesson 11
Lesson 12 Mozart: Music Magician . .
Pausing Point 2 ,
Domain Assessment . . .

Appendix

Core Knowledge Language Arts

Reading aloud to children is
absolutely essential to building
the knowledge that enables
comprehension. Written language
contains vastly more sophisticated
vocabulary, ideas, and syntax than
spoken language. So listening to a
text read aloud has benefits that
listening to a lecture, watching a
movie, or engaging in a class

TABLE OF CONTENTS
The Core Knowledge Language Arts Program

Different Lands, Similar Stories

Iniroduction to Different Lands, Similar Stories
Lesson 1 Little Red Riding Hoog o
LonPoPo .
Pretty Sama
Tom Thumb .
Thumbelina .

Lesson 2

Lesson 3

Lesson 4

Lesson 5

Lesson 6

Lesson 7 Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters . .

The Irish Cinderlad, Part | ., .

The Irish Cinderlad, Part I, .
Pausing Point . -

Lesson 8

Lesson 9

Domain Assessment . . . .
Appendix

enjoyable, since the details (e.g., Mozart
was a child prodigy who, at 5 years old,
covered himself in ink as he began writing
a concerto) are almost always more
interesting than the introduction (e.g.,
Mozart was a composer).

Tell It Again! Read-Aloud Anthology

Plants

TABLE OF CONTENTS
The Core Knowledge Language Arts Program

Plants

Introduction to Plants. . .
Lesson 1 Introduction to Plants

Plant Parts . . P .

The Life Cycle of a Plant . . . o
The Gigantic Turnip . . .
Pausing Point 1. . .

Lesson 2
Lesson 3
Lesson 4

Lesson 5 Polly the Honeybee's Flower Tour. . .

The Fiuits of Polly's Labor.
Johnny Appleseed . . . .
Deciduous Trees . .

Evergreen Trees
Pausing Point 2.
Lesson 10

Lesson 6
Lesson 7
Lesson 8
Lesson 9

Lesson 11
Lesson 12

Plants and People. .
George Washington Carver
Domain Assessment B

Appendix

114

Why Emphasize Read-Alouds?

discussion cannot provide (although these
activities have their own benefits). In
addition, students’ reading comprehension
is not as advanced as their listening
comprehension until they are 13 or 14
years old. The need for read-alouds in the
early grades is obvious: young children
cannot read at all, and children ages 5 to 8
are focused on decoding and gaining
fluency. But even after age 9 or so, when
most children can read some texts with
comprehension, listening comprehension
still far surpasses reading comprehension.
Eighth-graders, for example, may be able
to read their grade-level science textbook,
but would still benefit from their teacher
reading aloud a more advanced text, such
as a popular book for adults by Isaac
Asimov. Reading aloud is critical through-
out elementary and middle school, even
after students become independent
readers. The knowledge and vocabulary
they gain while listening will support their
silent reading and allow them to move
more quickly into advanced texts.
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Read-Alouds Make for Rich Lessons

To maximize students’ learning, each broad array of extension activities. There The lesson on the following three

read-aloud comes with a complete lesson, are also “Guided Listening Supports” that  pages presents the “Teddy Roosevelt’s \(
including clear objectives for both the prompt teachers to explain vocabulary Hero"” read-aloud, which is part of the ‘
language arts skills and the content and ask questions to actively engage Presidents and American Symbols

knowledge to be mastered, core vocabu- students in processing and responding domain in kindergarten.

lary, comprehension questions, and a while they listen.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
The Core Knowledge Language Arts Program

Tell It Agaig
® Tl

Presidents and American Symbols

e » - B Introduction to Presidents and American Symbols
> ‘ m mm Dishonest Story Apout an Honest Man . . -
- Lesson 3 AClever General . . . . oo 14
& ',:eSSOH : George Washington's Spectacles . _ .. .. .. .‘ ........... *
:- \ esson 5 Thomas Jefferson sPen. .. . .. 38
y g Lesson 6 Abraham Lincoln’s bt 49
Lesson7 - Teddy Roosevelts Hero, . - €0
Lesson 8 Teddy Roosevelt's Boar, i
Lesson 9

Listening & Learning Strand

recommended that you cover the Kings and Queens domain prior
to this domain, because it will be beneficial to draw on students’
background knowledge of kingdoms to make a comparison
between a king and a president.

If you have already taught the Columbus and the Pilgrims
domain, you may also draw on what students already learned
about the Pilgrims who chose to leave England and later started
a colony in America. This connection is important in two ways:
Students will realize the Pilgrims wanted the freedom to worship
as they pleased instead of what the king wanted; students will
also understand what the colonies were, and how the Pilgrims
were one of many groups of people to set up colonies in North
America. It is important to draw on this background knowledge
so that students can have a context when they learn about how
George Washington fought against England and won freedom for
the colonies, which then became the United States of America.
Students start out by learning about two of our country’s founding
fathers, George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. They will hear
about the legend of Washington and the cherry tree, and his role
as a general in the American Revolution and as the first president.
They will then continue on to learn about Jefferson’s writing talent
and the Declaration of Independence.

Core Knowledge Language Arts

5 '+_:.f
jecti bulal
You will find the Instructional Ob]ectlvef.'an:j g::set Xg::t o gce/
i i lessons that inclu
this domain below. The ! o
fEc;(l;main-Rekated Trade Book Extensions, Image Cardsl,SIZa;li'sted o
Letters Instructional Masters, and Assessments are a

the information below.

" 3 o

Students will also learn that when the colonists decided to fight
for their freedom from England, they themselves were keeping
freedom from a large number of African-American slaves. The
domain then covers Abraham Lincoln, the president of our country
during the Civil War, and his role in ending slavery only about two
hundred years ago.

ts and American Symbols Are Important

i us
This domain explores the lives and legacies o|f :‘c::iro ;a;r:ymbds
i introduces students to severa ‘
D g o i Statue of Liberty, the White
i ing the American flag, the Sta : \
‘:c:)tjsde gnd Mount Rushmore. Students begin .by legrmmf\at .
the ba’sics about our government, what a presnde‘nt 13; v;/t ey
resident does and how a person pecomes president.
p ,

Why Presiden

Finally, the domain segues to Theodore Roosevelt, who
remembers as a child when Abraham Lincoln died, and how this
hero made an impact on his growth as an adult and later his
presidency. Students will also learn about Roosevelt’s love for the
outdoors and how he worked for nature conservation.

© 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation

The domain concludes with a story about the carving of Mount
Rushmore, which commemorates the four presidents presented
in this domain: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham
Lincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt.

iv Presidents and American Symbols | Introduction
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Teddy Roosevelt’s Hero @-@
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Introducing the Read-Aloud
What Have We Already Learned?

Remind students that they have heard the stories of three former
U.S. presidents so far in this domain. Tell students that you are
going to say a statement about one of these great men and they
are to name which of the three presidents the statement is about.
Tell students their three choices: George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, and Abraham Lincoln.

1 0 minutes

72

e This president was admired for his honesty and has a cherry tree
legend about him. (George Washington)

These two presidents were two of the Founding Fathers who
helped create the United States of America. (George Washington
and Thomas Jefferson)

This man had a talent for writing, and wrote the Declaration of
Independence, a statement saying that the colonists were free
from England and had the right to live, to be free, and to be
happy. (Thomas Jefferson)

This general fought England for American independence during
the American Revolution. (George Washington)

This man became the first president of the United States.
(George Washington)

This man became the third president of the United States.
(Thomas Jefferson)

This man known as “Honest Abe” was president during the U.S.
Civil War and hid a paper under his hat that said all slaves were
set free. (Abraham Lincoln)

Ask: “Which of these three presidents do you admire the
most? What things have they done to make you feel this way?”
Remember to repeat and expand upon each response, using richer
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Presenting the Read-Aloud 10 minutes

Teddy Roosevelt’s Hero

4 Show image 7A-1: Theodore Roosevelt
admired President L

?
Wwhy not? e

Everybody gets scared sometimes, but we can learn what to do
about it. Today we are going to hear a true story about someone
who decided that he would never let being scared stop him from
doing what was right. This is a story about young Teddy Roosevelt.

7 orforman opinion aboyt

His mother called him “Theodore” when she introduced him to
her friends. His own friends called him “T. R.” for short. His father
called him “Teddy” when saying something he especially wanted
his son to remember. “Teddy,” he might say, “there is nothing more
important than a good education,” and Teddy Roosevelt would
listen. Teddy always listened to what his father said.

An education is what someone has
learned.

4 Show image 7A-2: Young Teddy watches Lincoln’s funeral train 2

One day when Teddy was six years old, he and his younger
brother, Elliott, were visiting their grandparents in New York City,
where all the Roosevelt family lived. Teddy’s friend, Edith Carow
(care-oh), was with them, but the children were not playing as they
usually did. They stood by a window with Mr. Roosevelt, Teddy’s
father, and watched a train slowly moving by, not far from the
house. Mr. Roosevelt said, “Inside that train is Abraham Lincoln,
the president of the United States. President Lincoln died, and that
train is taking him back to his home for his funeral.”®

(Ifoim toTeddy’s mother inthe
Jctu‘re and note how she js
eek-mg in on him because she js
ortied aboyt him.)

~

Describe what you see in the
picture.

w

Afuneral is when people gather to
honor someone who has died.

Teddy asked, “Why is the train moving so slowly, Father?”

“A lot of people loved Abraham Lincoln, Teddy, and thought
he was a very good man.* People are sorry he died. They want
Lincoln’s family to know this, and they are gathering along the train
tracks to show how much they will miss him.”°

~

Who remembers something good

that Abraham Lincoln did?
Tollowed his fathers advice.

does this suggest to yoy
how Teddy felt ahoyt hi

[

People are gathering out of respect
for Abraham Lincoln. They want to
say good-bye.

fone who knows a Jo¢ about
i

owledge Foundation
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rried a young

woman named Alice Lee. He studied to become a lawyer and
wrote a book about the U.S. Navy, which navy officers agreed
was the best book on the subject. Then he started to work in
the government of the state of New York. Always doing a do:
projects at once, he did all of them well.
Four years after Theodore and Alice married, Alice gave b
to a baby girl, whom they named Alice. Theodore had never
so happy. He loved his wife and new daughter and was now
of the New York government leaders, doing work he knew w;
helping people. Only two days after little Alice was born, how
Theodore’s lovely young wife became sick and died.

4 Show image 7A-7: Roosevelt out West

Heartbroken, Teddy asked his older sister, Anna, to care fc
new baby. Then he left New York and traveled to South Dakc
land of wide-open prairies. '> He bought a cattle ranch, work
alongside the cowboys he hired to move herds of cattle, tryir
to stay too busy to think about his sadness. There he began
feel healthy again. He wrote, “My ranch-house stands on th
brink. From the low, long veranda, shaded by leafy [trees], o
looks across [to grassy] meadowland, behind which rises a line of
[steep] cliffs. This . . . is a pleasant place in . . . summer evenings
when a cool breeze stirs along the river and blows in the faces of
the tired men, who [lean] back in their rocking-chairs [what true

12 Back then, far west of New York,
there was much open land and
many cowboys.

78 Presidents and American Symbols 7A | Teddy Roosevelt's Hero © 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation
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American does not enjoy a rocking-chair?], books in hand . . .
gazing sleepily out at the [hills] in the after-glow of sunset.”

4 Show image 7A-8: Roosevelt the cowboy
However, Teddy did not look quite like other cowboys. He
wore glasses, and his cowboy outfit had been made for him by a
clothing designer back East. He also served as a deputy sheriff—a

=
i special kind of policeman—while living in the West. Once he
chased three outlaws '° for days before catching and arresting

13 or people who had broken the law
" them.

4 Show image 7A-9: Roosevelt as a young politician
Teddy loved the West, but little Alice was in the East. He missed
his daughter, so at last he went home. He decided, “My father was
right. If such a terrible thing as losing my wife can happen with no
warning, | must use every day | have in this world to do important
things.” He started working in government again so he could help
people. Theodore Roosevelt did not know it then, but he himself
would one day become president of the United States.

People |

inds of . .
Y at home Discussing the Read-Aloud 15 minutes
Hmhto Comprehension Questions (10 minutes)
‘e, he
ddy,” he 1. Who was Teddy Roosevelt’s hero as a child? (his father)

I builg up 2. Why did Teddy’s father admire Abraham Lincoln? (Lincoln
fear in came from a poor family, worked hard, was a good leader, and

. was a kind, honest man.)

Sit and

things. | 3.  What was Teddy’s problem as a child? (He had medical

problems that made it hard for him to breathe.)
What do you think gave Teddy the courage to build up his

4.
body and mind, even though he was a sick child? (the love

and support of his father)
5. What kinds of things did Teddy do because he enjoyed
the outdoors? (climbed mountains; hiked; hunted; fished;

learned about wildlife; etc.) What kinds of things do you enjoy
.

outdoors? (Answers may vary.)

6. Think pg
Rooseve|

President
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