
A M E R I C A N  A C A D E M I C  -  V O L U M E  T H R E E   1 5 5

American Academic 

Contributors

PAUL JUDE BEAUVAIS is the editor of this issue of American Academic. A first-

generation college student and a graduate of a community college, Paul earned 

his associate’s, bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees at public institutions 

in Massachusetts, Louisiana, and Michigan. Since 2000 he has served as coordi-

nator of first-year composition at Salem State College, where he is an associate 

professor of English.

JENNIFER ENGLE is a research analyst with The Pell Institute for the Study of 

Opportunity in Higher Education, which conducts research on college access 

and success for low-income, first-generation, and disabled college students. Jen-

nifer received her PhD in Education from American University in 2004.

DAVID FABIENKE is a research manager at the Tomás Rivera Policy Institute. 

Mr. Fabienke received his MPP at the University of Southern California’s School 

of Policy, Planning, and Development in 2005 and his BA in Political Science- 

Comparative Politics from the University of California-San Diego in 2001.

JENNIFER L. FRUM is a public service faculty member at the University of Geor-

gia where she develops international projects and implements outreach pro-

grams targeted to Georgia’s Latino community. She received a master’s degree 

in Political Science from George Washington University and an undergraduate 

degree from West Virginia University. She is pursuing a PhD at UGA’s Institute of 

Higher Education.

DANIEL GEORGIANNA is Chancellor Professor of Economics at the University of 

Massachusetts Dartmouth, where he has taught for 30 years.  He is President 

of the UMass Faculty Federation Local 1895, American Federation of Teach-

ers (AFT), AFL-CIO, which represents faculty and professional staff at UMass 

Dartmouth and a member of the Higher Education Program and Policy Council 

of the AFT.

AA2007.indd   155 1/5/2007   1:04:44 PM



1 5 6   A M E R I C A N  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  T E A C H E R S

BRIAN E. HARPER is an assistant professor in the Department of Curriculum 

and Foundations at Cleveland State University. A former classroom teacher in 

the Philadelphia, PA public school district, Dr. Harper completed his doctoral 

work at The Ohio State University in Educational Psychology. His research 

interests include African American racial identity development and motivation, 

particularly as it applies to students of color in urban settings. 

ROBERT T. JONES is an associate professor and Chairman of the Economics 

department at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth. His main areas of 

research are state and local public finance and government policy related to ac-

cess to healthcare.

KEVIN M. KNIFFIN serves as staff representative for AFT-Wisconsin’s Higher 

Education Council, which represents faculty and academic staff across the 

University of Wisconsin System.  Kniffin earned his PhD in Anthropology and 

maintains a variety of research interests.

KRISTAN M. VENEGAS is an assistant professor in the College of Education at 

the University of Nevada, Reno. Dr. Venegas’s research areas include postsec-

ondary access and financial aid for low-income students of color. 

MARIA ESTELA ZARATE is a senior research associate at the Tomás Rivera Pol-

icy Institute, where she directs educational policy research.   Dr. Zarate received 

her PhD from UCLA’s Graduate School of Education and Information Science.  

AA2007.indd   156 1/5/2007   1:04:44 PM




