
The fate of real men and women, here and abroad,  

who have worked to bring to life the ideas we began  

deserves our whole attention and that of our students.   

It is a suspenseful, often tragic, drama that continues today.  

…  

 —AFT Statement of Principles for Education for Democracy, 

1987 

 

 

CIVIC VOICES is an international civic education exchange program that involves teachers and students 

from around the world in preserving the legacy of their countries’ democratic struggles. Participating teachers 

work with their students to conduct oral history interviews with activists and explore how civic ideals are realized 

through grass-roots efforts. The project focuses on the power of personal narrative to inform and inspire future 

generations of citizens.  

The American Federation of Teachers Educational Foundation administers the project with teachers union 

partners in seven countries. The project seeks to commemorate the stories of these important struggles: 
 

 Struggle for Rule of Law in Colombia 

 Rose Revolution in Georgia 

 Democratic Transition in Mongolia 

 Peace Process in Northern Ireland 

 People Power Revolution in the Philippines 

 Solidarity Movement in Poland 

 Anti-Apartheid Struggle in South Africa 

 Civil Rights Movement in the United States 
 

Students are collecting stories from change-makers in these countries, as well as dozens of others, and uploading 

them to an online democracy memory bank, where they will be available for use by educators, historians and 

researchers at:   
 

W W W . C I V I C V O I C E S . O R G  
 

In addition to housing the memory bank, this Web site features free teaching materials that utilize the interviews 

conducted, an interactive map of civic engagement and a virtual forum where students worldwide can voice their 

opinions on vital civic issues.  

The Civic Voices project serves important historical and educational purposes. The project rests on the following 

premises: 

 C I V I C  M E M O R Y  must be fostered and is necessary for mature political judgment. 

 P E R S O N A L  N A R R A T I V E S  are powerful tools for inspiring civic engagement. 

 C O M P A R A T I V E  P E R S P E C T I V E  is essential for effective decision-making. 

 O R A L  H I S T O R Y  methods turn students into historians. 

 N O W  I S  T H E  T I M E  to capture stories of “Third Wave” democracy activists 

 before they are lost to the world. 

  

Civi c  Voic es  i s  ad min i s t er ed  b y t h e  Am er i can  Fed e ra t i on  of  Teach ers  Ed u ca t i on a l  Fou n d a t i on  a s  p a r t  o f  
g ran t  q 3 0 7 a0 90 0 03 ,  fu n d ed  by  t h e  U.S .  Dep a r tm en t  of  Ed u ca t i on  u n d er  t h e  Ed u ca t i on  fo r  D em ocrac y  Ac t  
ap p rov ed  b y t h e  U.S .  C on g r ess .  Th e  p r o j ec t  b u i ld s  u p on  t h e  work  of  l on g - t e rm p a r tn er sh ip s  wi th  Ru ss e l l  

Sag e  Co l l eg e  an d  t h e  Cen t er  fo r  C iv i c  Ed u ca t i on .  Am er i ca n  p a r tn er  o r gan i za t i on s  i n c lu d e  t h e  B i rmin gh am 

Civ i l  R igh t s  In s t i t u t e ,  Bos t o n  Un ive rs i t y Sch o o l  o f  Ed u ca t i on ,  Cou n c i l  on  C i t i zen sh ip  Ed u ca t i on  a t  Ru sse l l  
Sag e  Co l l eg e ,  F r eed om H ou s e  an d  t h e  N ew Y ork  C i t y Ju s t i ce  Resou rce  C en t er .  In t e rn a t i on a l  p a r tn er  u n ion s  

i n c lu d e:  Fed e rac ion  Co lomb i an a  d e  Ed u cad ores ,  C o lo mb ia ;  Ed u ca tors  an d  Sc i en t i s t s  F r ee  Trad e  Un i on  o f  

Geo rg i a ;  Fed era t i on  o f  Mon g o l i an  E d u ca t i on  an d  Sc i en ce  Un ion s ;  Na t ion a l  Assoc i a t i on  of  Sch o olmas t er s  
Un ion  o f  Wo m en  Teach er s ,  U n i t ed  Kin gd om;  Pu b l i c  S ec to r  Lab or  In d ep en d en t  Con f ed e ra t i on ,  Ph i l i p p in es ;  

So l i d a rn o sc ,  P olan d ;  an d  Na t i on a l  P r of es s ion a l  Teach e r s ’  Or gan i sa t i on  o f  S ou th  Afr i ca .  


