
Voting Record 
of the 110th Congress

WHAT A DIFFERENCE an election makes.
Thousands of AFT members mobilized to play a crucial role in 2006 

to elect a new labor- and education-friendly majority in Congress. 
Many members of the Class of 2006 recalled on Election Night how 
instrumental the union’s efforts were in their hard-fought races.

From the moment members of the new majority were handed the 
gavel of power two years ago, it was clear they wanted to chart a new 
course for America as they proposed and promoted an agenda that 
works for AFT members, their families and their communities.

The 110th Congress hit the ground running and has produced a 
solid record of achievement. The U.S. Senate and House of Representa-
tives each passed bills, now signed into law, that have secured the 
largest investment in college aid since the 1944 GI 
Bill of Rights. The 110th Congress also fought for and 
won the first increase in the federal minimum wage 
in a decade. Other congressional successes include 
House passage of the Employee Free Choice Act—
legislation which recognizes that employees have a 
basic right to bargain for a better life, including fair 
wages, adequate healthcare and secure pensions—
and the House’s effort in blocking the Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement, a flawed trade proposal sought by 
the Bush administration that compromised the in-
terests of U.S. workers while ignoring the plight of 
embattled trade unionists in Colombia. 

AFT members turned out in record numbers to 
play a key role in these successes by meeting with 
and contacting their elected officials to promote 
the union’s position on these issues. Member activ-
ism was central to fending off a completely unac-
ceptable proposal to reauthorize the No Child Left 
Behind Act. 

Although we have much to be proud of, many 
challenges await us. Narrow congressional majori-
ties and a president out of touch with the needs of 

working families have combined to prevent major legislative action 
on key proposals. Opposition led by the minority leadership in the 
House and Senate, and encouraged by the White House, has prevented 
the new majority from making progress on some of the major issues 
facing our nation. These include efforts to provide health insurance to 
more than 3 million children in poverty; to reform our labor laws; to 
fix No Child Left Behind; and to move forward a second stimulus pack-
age that will create jobs by investing in our nation’s infrastructure as 
well as bring much-needed fiscal relief to the states.

So the stakes are even higher in 2008. We must expand our pro-AFT 
majorities in the House and especially in the Senate if we are to be 
successful in fighting off bad policies and promoting good ones. In 

November, we must elect a president who will part-
ner with the expanded majority to develop bipartisan 
policies that will advance and secure labor’s agenda 
for working families. 

The aggressive advocacy efforts of AFT members 
must continue. This hard work will be rewarded if we 
all pull together and elect a president and a Congress 
dedicated to addressing our domestic and foreign 
policy issues in a constructive and thoughtful way.

This voting record, spanning 2007-08, contains 
a selection of the votes that are especially important 
for AFT members, the institutions in which we 
work, and the people we serve. It provides a sum-
mary of how your elected legislators in Congress 
have voted on key issues and should be helpful in 
evaluating their records. Votes are listed as Right 
(R) or Wrong (W) according to the AFT position on 
each issue. Party affiliations (D = Democrat, R = 
Republican, I = Independent) are listed next to each 
member’s name. 

The voting record was prepared by the American 
Federation of Teachers department of legislation. It 
is available online at www.aft.org/votes.

The stakes are even 
higher in 2008. We must 
expand our pro-AFT 

majorities in the House 
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Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
Alabama
Aderholt (R) W W W W W W R W W R
Bachus, S. (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Bonner (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Cramer (D) R R R R R R X W R W
Davis, A. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Everett (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Rogers, Mike D. (R) W W W W W W W W W R
Alaska
Young, D. (R) W R W W X R W R R W
American Samoa
Faleomavaega (D) I I X I I I X I I I
ARIZONA
Flake (R) W W R W W W W W W W
Franks, T. (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Giffords (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Grijalva (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Mitchell (D) R R R W R R R R R R
Pastor (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Renzi (R) R W W W R R R W R W
Shadegg (R) W W W W W W W W W W
ARKANSAS
Berry (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Boozman (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Ross (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Snyder (D) R R R R R R R R R R
CALIFORNIA
Baca (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Becerra (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Berman (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Bilbray (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Bono Mack (R) W W W W W R W W R W
Calvert (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Campbell (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Capps (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Cardoza (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Costa (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Davis, S. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Doolittle (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Dreier (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Eshoo (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Farr (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Filner (D) R R R R R R R R R R
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Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
Gallegly (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Harman (D) R R R X R R R R R R
Herger (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Honda (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Hunter (R) W W X W W R W W W W
Issa (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Lantos (D) R R R R R R R R R I
Lee (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Lewis, Jerry (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Lofgren (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Lungren (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Matsui (D) R R R R R R R R R R
McCarthy, K. (R) W W W W W W W W W W
McKeon (R) W W W W W R W W W W
McNerney (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Millender-McDonald (D) R R I I I I I I I I
Miller, George (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Miller, Gary (R) X W W W W W W W W W
Napolitano (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Nunes (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Pelosi (D) R R S R S S S R R R
Radanovich (R) X W W W W W W W W W
Richardson (D) I I I I I I I I R R
Rohrabacher (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Roybal-Allard (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Royce (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Sanchez, Linda (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Sanchez, Loretta (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Schiff (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Sherman (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Solis (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Speier (D) I I I I I I I I I R
Stark (D) R R R X R R R R R R
Tauscher (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Thompson, M. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Waters (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Watson (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Waxman (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Woolsey (D) R R R R R R R R R R
COLORADO
DeGette (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Lamborn (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Musgrave (R) W W W W W W W W W W
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Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
Perlmutter (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Salazar, J. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Tancredo (R) W W X W W X X X W W
Udall, M. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
CONNECTICUT
Courtney (D) R R R R R R R R R R
DeLauro (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Larson, J. (D) R R R R R R R R R X
Murphy, C. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Shays (R) W R R X R R W R R W
DELAWARE
Castle (R) R W W W R R R W R W
DISTrict OF COLUMBIA
Norton (D) I I R I I I R I I I
FLORIDA
Bilirakis (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Boyd, A. (D) R R R R R R R W R W
Brown, C. (D) R R R R R X X R R R
Brown-Waite, G. (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Buchanan (R) R W W W R R W W R W
Castor (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Crenshaw (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Diaz-Balart, L. (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Diaz-Balart, M. (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Feeney (R) W W X W W W W W W W
Hastings, A. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Keller (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Klein, R. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Mack (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Mahoney (D) R R R R R R R W R W
Meek, K. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Mica (R) W W W W W W W X W W
Miller, J. (R) R W W W W W W W W W
Putnam (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Ros-Lehtinen (R) W W W W W R R W W W
Stearns (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Wasserman Schultz (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Weldon (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Wexler (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Young, C.W. (R) W W W W W R W W R W
GEORGIA
Barrow (D) R R R W R R R R R R
Bishop, S. (D) R R R R R R X R R R

HOUSE VOTES
1. Medicare Prescription Drug Costs:
The Medicare Prescription Drug Act of 2007 
(H.R. 4) improves the Medicare prescription drug 
law by correcting a flaw that prohibited the 
federal government from negotiating certain 
prescription prices with pharmaceutical manufac-
turers. H.R. 4 could significantly lower the cost of 
prescription drugs for Medicare beneficiaries. 
H.R. 4 was passed by the House on Jan. 12, 2007, 
by a vote of 225-170. A yes vote is a right vote. 

2. Employee Free Choice Act: H.R. 800, the 
bipartisan Employee Free Choice Act of 2007 
(EFCA), addresses problems in federal law that 
make it difficult for workers to form a union. 
EFCA would begin to level the playing field for 
workers trying to form a union in the face of 
employer opposition by creating a penalty for 
employers who violate workers’ rights, 
providing impartial mediation and arbitration 
to settle first-contract disputes, and granting 
automatic recognition of the union when a 
majority of workers seek representation. EFCA 
passed the House on March 1, 2007, by a vote 
of 241-185. A yes vote is a right vote.

3. Head Start/Block Grants: Rep. Tom Price 
(R-Ga.) offered an amendment to the Head 
Start reauthorization bill (H.R. 1429) that 
would have created a block grant demonstra-
tion program for Head Start. Block grants such 
as this fail to guarantee that states would 
continue to meet the high standards for 
student performance and the staff qualifica-
tions that have been fundamental to the 
success of Head Start. This would undermine 
accountability and quality. The amendment 
was rejected 165-254 on May 2, 2007. A no vote 
is a right vote.
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Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
Broun (R) I I I I I I I W W W
Deal (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Gingrey (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Johnson, H. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Kingston (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Lewis, John (D) R R R R R X R R R R
Linder (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Marshall (D) R R R W R R R R W R
Norwood (R) X I I I I I I I I I
Price, T. (R) W W W W W X W W W W
Scott, D. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Westmoreland (R) W W W W W W W W W W
GUAM
Bordallo (D) I I R I I I X I I I
HAWAII
Abercrombie (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Hirono (D) R R R R R R R R R R
IDAHO
Sali (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Simpson (R) W W X W W W R W R W
ILLINOIS
Bean (D) R R R W R R R R R W
Biggert (R) W W W W W R R W W W
Costello (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Davis, Danny (D) R R R R R R W R R R
Emanuel (D) R R R R R R W R R R
Foster (D) I I I I I I I I I R
Gutierrez (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Hare (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Hastert (R) X W W W W R W W W I
Jackson, J. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Johnson, T. (R) R W R W R X R W W W
Kirk (R) X W W W R R R W R W
LaHood (R) W W W W W R R X R W
Lipinski (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Manzullo (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Roskam (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Rush (D) R R R R R R R R R X
Schakowsky (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Shimkus (R) W W W W W R R W W W
Weller (R) W W W W R R R W W W
INDIANA
Burton (R) R W W W W R W W W W
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Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
Buyer (R) X W W W W R W W W X
Carson (D) R R R R R X R R X I
Carson, A. (D) I I I I I I I I I R
Donnelly (D) R R R W R R R R R R
Ellsworth (D) R R R W R R R R R R
Hill (D) R R R W R R R R R W
Pence (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Souder (R) W W R W W R X W W W
Visclosky (D) R R R R R R R R R R
IOWA
Boswell (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Braley (D) R R R R R R R R R R
King, S. (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Latham (R) W W R W W R W W R W
Loebsack (D) X R R R R R R R R R
KANSAS
Boyda, N. (D) R R R R R R W W R R
Moore, D. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Moran, Jerry (R) R W R W R W R W R W
Tiahrt (R) W W W W R R W W W W
KENTUCKY
Chandler (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Davis, G. (R) W W R W W R R W W W
Lewis, R. (R) W W R X W R W W W W
Rogers, H. (R) W W X W W R W W W W
Whitfield (R) W W R W R R R W W W
Yarmuth (D) R R R R R R R R R R
LOUISIANA
Alexander, R. (R) W W W W W X R W W W
Baker (R) W W W W W W W W W I
Boustany (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Cazayoux (D) I I I I I I I I I I
Jefferson (D) R X R R R R R R R R
Jindal (R) W W R W R W W W X I
McCrery (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Melancon (D) R R R R R W R R R R
Scalise (R) I I I I I I I I I I
MAINE
Allen (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Michaud (D) R R R R R R R R R R
MARYLAND
Bartlett (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Cummings (D) R R R R R R R R R R
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Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
Edwards, D. (D) I I I I I I I I I I
Gilchrest (R) W W W W R R W X R W
Hoyer (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Ruppersberger (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Sarbanes (D) R R R R R R R R R R
VanHollen (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Wynn (D) R R R R R R R R R R
MASSACHUSETTS
Capuano (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Delahunt (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Frank, B. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Lynch (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Markey (D) R R R R R R R R R R
McGovern (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Meehan (D) R R R R I I I I I I
Neal (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Olver (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Tierney (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Tsongas (D) I I I I I I I I R R
MICHIGAN
Camp (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Conyers (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Dingell (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Ehlers (R) W W W W W R W W R W
Hoekstra (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Kildee (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Kilpatrick (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Knollenberg (R) W W W W R R W W W W
Levin, S. (D) X R R R R R R R R R
McCotter (R) W R W W W R R W W W
Miller, C. (R) W W W W R R R W R W
Rogers, Mike (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Stupak (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Upton (R) W W W W R R R W R W
Walberg (R) W W W W W W W W W W
MINNESOTA
Bachmann (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Ellison (D) R R R R R R X R R R
Kline, J. (R) W W W W W R W W W W
McCollum (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Oberstar (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Peterson, C. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Ramstad (R) R W R W R R R W R X

VOTE KEY:

R	 Member’s position agrees with AFT position
W	 Member’s position disagrees with AFT position
X	 Member did not cast a yea or nay vote
I	 Member was ineligible to vote
P	 Member voted present
S	 Speaker exercised discretion not to vote

4. Budget Resolution: The conference 
agreement on the budget resolution for fiscal 
year 2008 (S. Con. Res. 21) rejected the Bush 
administration’s proposed budget cuts in 
health, education and training programs. 
Instead, it provided $50 billion to expand the 
State Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(SCHIP) and another $9.5 billion for increases in 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB), Pell Grants and the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA). The House passed the conference report 
on May 17, 2007, by a 214-209 vote. A yes vote 
is a right vote. 

5. Student Loans: The College Cost Reduction 
Act of 2007 (H.R. 2669) will help college-bound 
students by lowering certain student loan 
interest rates and increasing the maximum Pell 
Grant award for eligible middle- and low-
income families. The bill also provides addi-
tional support for those entering the teaching 
profession. The bill passed 273-149 on July 11, 
2007, and was enacted. A yes vote is a right 
vote. 
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Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
Walz (D) R R R R R R R R R R
MISSISSIPPI
Childers (D) I I I I I I I I I I
Pickering (R) W X W W W W W W W W
Taylor (D) R W R W R W R R W R
Thompson, B. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Wicker (R) W W W W W W W W W I
MISSOURI
Akin (R) W W W W W W R W W W
Blunt (R) W W W W W W R W W W
Carnahan (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Clay (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Cleaver (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Emerson (R) R W W W R R W W R W
Graves (R) W W R W R R R W W W
Hulshof (R) W W W W W R W W W X
Skelton (D) R R R R R R R R R R
MONTANA
Rehberg (R) W W W W W R R W R W
NEBRASKA
Fortenberry (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Smith, Adrian (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Terry (R) W W W W W R W W W W
NEVADA
Berkley (D) R R R R X R R R R R
Heller (R) W W W W R R W W W W
Porter (R) W W W W X R R W R W
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Hodes (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Shea-Porter (D) R R R R R R R R R R
NEW JERSEY
Andrews (D) R R R R R R R R R X
Ferguson (R) W R R W R R R W R X
Frelinghuysen (R) W W R W W R W W W W
Garrett (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Holt (D) R R R R R R R R R R
LoBiondo (R) R R R W R R R W R W
Pallone (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Pascrell (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Payne (D) R R R R R X R R R R
Rothman (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Saxton (R) W R R W R R R W W W
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Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
Sires (D) R R R R R R R R R X
Smith, C. (R) R R R W R R R W R W
NEW MEXICO
Pearce (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Udall, T. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Wilson, H. (R) W W W W R R R W R W
NEW YORK
Ackerman (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Arcuri (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Bishop, T. (D) R R R R R R R R R X
Clarke (D) R R R R X R R X R R
Crowley (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Engel (D) R R X X R R R R R R
Fossella (R) R R W W R R W W R W
Gillibrand (D) R R X R R R R R R R
Hall, J. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Higgins (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Hinchey (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Israel (D) R R R R R R R R R R
King, P. (R) W R W W R R W W X W
Kuhl (R) W W R W W R R W W W
Lowey (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Maloney (D) R X R R R R R R R R
McCarthy, C. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
McHugh (R) X R R W R R R W R W
McNulty (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Meeks, G. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Nadler (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Rangel (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Reynolds (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Serrano (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Slaughter (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Towns  (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Velazquez (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Walsh (R) R R R W R R W W R W
Weiner (D) R R R R R R R R R R
NORTH CAROLINA
Butterfield (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Coble (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Etheridge (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Foxx (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Hayes (R) W W W W R W W W W R

M
ed

ic
ar

e 
D

ru
gs

EF
CA

H
ea

d 
St

ar
t 

Bl
oc

k 
G

ra
nt

s

Bu
dg

et
 R

es
ol

ut
io

n

St
ud

en
t 

Lo
an

s

Co
lle

ct
iv

e 
Ba

rg
ai

ni
ng

Te
ac

he
r 

In
ce

nt
iv

e 
Fu

nd

W
ag

e 
D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n

SC
H

IP
 V

et
o 

O
ve

rr
id

e

Co
lo

m
bi

a 
Fr

ee
 T

ra
de

Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
Jones, W. (R) R W W W R R R W W R
McHenry (R) W W W W W W W W W W
McIntyre (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Miller, B. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Myrick (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Price, D. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Shuler (D) R R R W R R R R R R
Watt (D) R R R R R R R R R R
NORTH DAKOTA
Pomeroy (D) R R R R R R R R R R
OHIO
Boehner (R) W W X W X W W W W W
Chabot (R) R W W W W W W W W W
Gillmor (R) X W W W W W R W I I
Hobson (R) W W W W W R W W R W
Jordan (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Kaptur (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Kucinich (D) R R R W R X X R R R
LaTourette (R) R R W W R R R W R W
Latta (R) I I I I I I I I I W
Pryce, D. (R) W W W W W R W W R W
Regula (R) R W W W R R W W R W
Ryan, T. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Schmidt (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Space (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Sutton (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Tiberi (R) W W W W W R W W R W
Tubbs Jones (D) R R R X R R R R R R
Turner (R) W W W W R R W W R W
Wilson, Charlie (D) R R R R R R R R R R
OKLAHOMA
Boren (D) R W R W R R R W R W
Cole (R) W W W W R R R W W W
Fallin (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Lucas (R) W W R W R W R W W W
Sullivan (R) W W W W W R W W W W
OREGON
Blumenauer (D) R R R R X R R R R R
DeFazio (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Hooley (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Walden (R) W W W W W R R W W W
Wu (D) R R R R R R R R R R

6. Public Employee Collective Bargaining: 
On July 17, 2007, the House passed the Public 
Employer-Employee Safety Cooperation Act 
(H.R. 980), 314-97.  The bill, a top labor priority, 
extends collective bargaining rights to public 
safety officers (correctional officers, firefighters, 
police officers and emergency medical person-
nel) with the right to bargain in states where 
they are currently unable to do so. A yes vote is 
a right vote.

7. Teacher Incentive Fund: Rep. Tom Price 
(R-Ga.) offered an amendment to a funding bill 
(H.R. 3043) that would have taken $21 million 
from school improvement programs and 
redirected the funds to the Teacher Incentive 
Fund, which funds unproven merit-pay 
programs. The amendment was rejected 
149-274 on July, 18, 2007. A no vote is a right 
vote. 

8. Wage Discrimination: Lilly Ledbetter, who 
worked for Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. for 
more than 20 years, was paid less than her male 
counterparts for the same work. It was only 
after she stopped working that she discovered 

the pay differential and filed suit. The Lilly 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act (H.R. 2831) would 
overturn a 2007 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that 
limited workers’ ability to sue employers for 
illegal pay discrimination under the Civil Rights 
Act. The court ruling held that a worker only 
has 180 days from the date of the first discrimi-
natory paycheck to file, even if the worker had 
no way of knowing about the pay disparity at 
the time of the discrimination. H.R. 2831, 
opposed by the Bush administration, passed 
July 31, 2007, by 225-199. A yes vote is a right 
vote. 

Continued
HOUSE VOTES
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Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
PENNSYLVANIA
Altmire (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Brady, R. (D) R R X R R R R R R R
Carney (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Dent (R) W W R W R R R W R W
Doyle (D) R R R R R R R R R R
English (R) W W R W R R R W R W
Fattah (D) R R X R R R R R R R
Gerlach (R) W W R W R R R W R W
Holden (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Kanjorski (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Murphy, P. (D) R R R W R R R R R R
Murphy, T. (R) W R R W R R R W R W
Murtha (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Peterson, J. (R) W W W W W W R W W W
Pitts (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Platts (R) R W R W W R R W R W
Schwartz (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Sestak (D) R R R R R X R R R R
Shuster (R) W W W W W R R W W W
PUERTO RICO
Fortuno (R) I I W I I I R I I I
RHODE ISLAND
Kennedy, P. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Langevin (D) R R R R R R R R R R
SOUTH CAROLINA
Barrett (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Brown, H. (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Clyburn (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Inglis (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Spratt (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Wilson, J. (R) W W W W W R W W W W
SOUTH DAKOTA
Herseth Sandlin (D) R R R R R R R R R R
TENNEsSEE
Blackburn (R) W W W W W W W X W W
Cohen (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Cooper (D) R R R R R R R R R W
Davis, David (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Davis, L. (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Duncan (R) W W W W W R W W W W
Gordon (D) R R R R R R X R R R
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Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
Tanner (D) R R R R R W R R R P
Wamp (R) R W W W W W W W W W
TEXAS
Barton (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Brady, K. (R) W W W W W X R W W W
Burgess (R) W W W W W W W W W X
Carter (R) W W W W W W R W W W
Conaway (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Cuellar (D) R R R R R R R R R W
Culberson (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Doggett (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Edwards, C. (D) R R R R R X R R R R
Gohmert (R) W W W W R X W W W W
Gonzalez (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Granger (R) W W W W W W R W W X
Green, A. (D) R R R R R X R R R R
Green, G. (D) R R R R R X R R R R
Hall, R. (R) W W W W R W X W W W
Hensarling (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Hinojosa (D) R R R R X X R R R R
Jackson Lee (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Johnson, S. (R) W W W W W W W X W W
Johnson, E. (D) R R X R R R R R X R
Lampson (D) R R X R R R R W R W
Marchant (R) W W W W W W W W W W
McCaul (R) W W W W R X W W W W
Neugebauer (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Ortiz (D) R R X R R X R R R R
Paul (R) R W X W W W W W W R
Poe (R) W X W W W R W W W W
Reyes (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Rodriguez (D) R R R R R R R R R R
Sessions, P. (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Smith, L. (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Thornberry (R) W W W W W W W W W W
UTAH
Bishop, R. (R) W W W W W R W W W X
Cannon (R) W W W W W W W W W W
Matheson (D) R R R W R R R R R W
VERMONT
Welch (D) R R R R R R R R R R
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Vote Number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AFT Position: Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y
VIRGIN ISLANDS

Christensen (D) I I R I I I R I I I

VIRGINIA

Boucher (D) R R R R R R R R R R

Cantor (R) W W W W W W W W W W

Davis (R) R X X X X X X X I I

Davis, T. (R) W W W W W R R W R W

Drake (R) W W W W W W W W W W

Forbes (R) W W W W R W W W W W

Goode (R) W W W W W W R W W R

Goodlatte (R) R W W W W W W W W W

Moran, James (D) R R R R R R R R R R

Scott, R. (D) R R R R R R R R R R

Wittman (R) I I I I I I I I I W

Wolf (R) R W W W R W W W R W

WASHINGTON

Baird (D) R R R X R R X R R R

Dicks (D) R R R R R R R R R R

Hastings, D. (R) W X W W W W W W W W

Inslee (D) R X R R R R R X R R

Larsen, R. (D) R R R R R R R R R R

McDermott (D) R R R R R R R R R R

McMorrisRodgers (R) W W X X W W W W R W

Reichert (R) W W W W R R W W R W

Smith, Adam (D) R R R R R R R R R R

WEST VIRGINIA

Capito (R) W W R W R R R W R W

Mollohan (D) R R R R R R R R R R

Rahall (D) R R R R R R R R R R

WISCONSIN

Baldwin (D) R R R R R R R R R R

Kagen (D) R R R R R R R R R R

Kind (D) R R R R R R R R R R

Moore, G. (D) R R R R R R R R R R

Obey (D) R R R R R R R R R R

Petri (R) R W W W R R W W R W

Ryan, P. (R) W W W W W R W W W W

Sensenbrenner (R) W W W W W W W W W W

WYOMING

Cubin (R) W X X X X X R W W W

9. SCHIP Veto Override: Long supported by 
the AFT, the State Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (SCHIP) provides healthcare coverage 
to more than 6 million low-income children. 
The law was scheduled to be reauthorized in 
2007, and the House and Senate ultimately 
reached a compromise that not only would 
have renewed the program but also expanded 
coverage to more than 3 million additional 
children. President Bush vetoed the compromise 
measure on Oct. 3, 2007. A two-thirds vote by 
the House and Senate is required to override 
the veto. The veto override failed on Oct. 18, 
2007, by a 273-156 vote. A yes vote is a right 
vote. 

10. Colombia Free Trade Fast Track: 
Fast-track procedures require an up or a down 
vote on a trade agreement within 90 days of 
the date the president submits the treaty to 
Congress. The Bush administration submitted 
the Colombia Free Trade Agreement that was 
opposed by the labor movement, civil rights 
groups and many in Congress. The vote to 
suspend fast-track requirements was adopted 
by the House on April 10, 2008, 224-195. A yes 
vote is a right vote.

VOTE KEY:

R	 Member’s position agrees with AFT position
W	 Member’s position disagrees with AFT position
X	 Member did not cast a yea or nay vote
I	 Member was ineligible to vote
P	 Member voted present
S	 Speaker exercised discretion not to vote
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SENATE VOTES
1. Medicare/Prescription Drug Coverage: 
Many of our nation’s seniors face soaring costs for 
prescription drugs. The Medicare Part D prescrip-
tion drug program was designed to help offset 
these costs, but a prohibition supported by the 
Bush administration prevented the federal 
government from using its purchasing power to 
negotiate for lower prices. S. 3, the Medicare 
Prescription Drug Price Negotiation Act of 2007, 
which would allow Medicare to negotiate with 
drug makers, was blocked by Republicans  when 
the proponents of the measure failed to get the 
60 votes required to end a filibuster on April 18, 
2007, 55-42. A yes vote is a right vote.

2. Employee Free Choice Act: The Employee 
Free Choice Act (H.R. 800), if passed and enacted, 
would allow more workers the freedom to form 
unions by allowing employees to sign authoriza-
tion cards seeking union representation and by 
recognizing the workers’ unions after a majority 
of workers sign cards. Consideration of H.R. 800 
was blocked on June 26, 2007, when a vote to end 
the Republican-led filibuster failed, 51-48, to 
reach the 60 votes necessary to invoke cloture. A 
yes vote is a right vote.

3. Student Loans: The College Cost Reduction 
Act of 2007 (H.R. 2669) increased the maximum 
Pell Grants award for middle- and low-income 
students and reduced student loan rates, making 
the prospect for attending college easier for 
many students. The bill also provided increased 
support for those entering the teaching profes-
sion. The bill passed the Senate 78-18 on July 20, 
2007. A yes vote is a right vote. 

4. SCHIP: The State Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (SCHIP) needed to be reauthorized in 
2007. The Senate considered a bill to reauthorize 
and expand SCHIP. The bill was passed on Aug. 2, 
2007, 68-31. President Bush ultimately vetoed the 
bill on Oct. 3, 2007. A yes vote is a right vote.

5. DREAM Act: The Development, Relief and 
Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act (S. 2205) 
would provide immigrant students who have 
been living in the United States for more than 
five years the opportunity to gain a postsecond-
ary education and to obtain special immigration 
status from the federal government, putting 
them on the path to legalization if they have not 
already begun this process. A motion to close 
debate and move forward on the bill failed 52-44 
(60 votes are required to end debate) on Oct. 24, 
2007. A yes vote is a right vote. 

6. Budget Resolution: The Senate passed a 
budget for fiscal year 2009 (S. Con. Res. 70) that 
rejected most of President Bush’s proposed cuts in 

domestic programs, including education, 
Medicare and Medicaid, and Head Start. The 
Democratic plan also included funding for the 
expansion of SCHIP and increased funding for key 
education programs. The Senate Democratic plan 
passed 51-44 on March 14, 2008. A yes vote is a 
right vote.

7. Wage Discrimination: The Lilly Ledbetter Fair 
Pay Act of 2007 (H.R. 2831), which would have 
restored long-standing protections against pay 
discrimination that were eliminated by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, was passed by the House July 31, 
2007. On April 23, 2008, Senate Democrats tried 
to bring up the bill, but with a 56-42 vote fell 
short of the 60 votes necessary to end debate. A 
yes vote is a right vote.

8. Public Employee Collective Bargaining: On 
May 13, 2008, the Senate voted to end a 
Republican-led filibuster against the Public Safety 
Employer-Employee Cooperation Act (H.R. 980), a 
bill that would expand collective bargaining 
rights for public safety employees.  Currently, 
public safety officers in nearly half of the states 
are denied the right to bargain. The bill would 
provide correctional officers, firefighters, police 
officers and emergency medical personnel with 
the right to bargain over wages, hours and 
working conditions. Sixty votes are required to 
end the filibuster, and the motion passed 69-29. A 
yes vote is a right vote.
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Vote Number:  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
AFT Position:  Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Alabama
Sessions, J. (R) W W R W W W W W
Shelby (R) W W R W W W W W

alaska
Murkowski (R) W W R R W W W R
Stevens (R) W W R R W X W R

arizona
Kyl (R) W W W W W W W W
McCain (R) X W W W X X X X

arkansas
Lincoln (D) R R R R R R R R
Pryor (D) R R R R W R R R

california
Boxer (D) R R R R X R R R
Feinstein (D) R R R R R R R R

colorado
Allard (R) W W W W W W W W
Salazar, K. (D) R R R R R R R R

connecticut
Dodd (D) R R R R X R R R
Lieberman (I) R R R R R R R R

delaware
Biden (D) R R R R R R R R
Carper (D) R R R R R R R R

florida
Martinez (R) W W W W R W W R
Nelson, Bill (D) R R R R R R R R

VOTE KEY:

R	 Member’s position agrees with AFT position
W	 Member’s position disagrees with AFT position
X	 Member did not cast a yea or nay vote
I	 Member was ineligible to vote
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Vote Number:  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
AFT Position:  Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

maine
Collins (R) R W R R R R R R
Snowe (R) R W R R R R R R

maryland
Cardin (D) R R R R R R R R
Mikulski (D) R R R R R R R R

massachusetts
Kennedy, E. (D) R R R R X R R R
Kerry (D) R R R R R R R R

michigan
Levin, C. (D) R R R R R R R R
Stabenow (D) R R R R R R R R

minnesota
Coleman (R) R W R R R W R R
Klobuchar (D) R R R R R R R R

mississippi
Cochran (R) W W R W W W W W
Lott (R) W W X W R I I I
Wicker (R) I I I I I W W W

missouri
Bond (R) W W W R W X W W
McCaskill (D) R R R R W R R R

montana
Baucus, M. (D) R R R R W R R R
Tester (D) R R R R W R R R

nebraska
Hagel (R) R W W W R W X R
Nelson, Ben (D) R R R R R R R R

nevada
Ensign (R) W W W W W W W W
Reid, H. (D) W R R R R R W R

new hampshire
Gregg (R) W W W W W W W R
Sununu (R) W W R R W W R R

new jersey
Lautenberg (D) R R R R R R R R
Menendez (D) R R R R R R R R

new mexico
Bingaman (D) R R R R R R R R
Domenici (R) W W R R W X W R

new york
Clinton (D) R R R R R R R R
Schumer (D) R R R R R R R R

north carolina
Burr (R) W W W W W W W W
Dole (R) W W R W W W W W

north dakota
Conrad (D) R R R R W R R R
Dorgan (D) R R R R W R R R
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Vote Number:  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
AFT Position:  Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

ohio
Brown, S. (D) R R R R R R R R
Voinovich (R) W W R W W W W R

oklahoma
Coburn (R) W W W W W W W W
Inhofe (R) W W W W W W W X

oregon
Smith, G. (R) R W R R W W R R
Wyden (D) R R R R R R R R

pennsylvania
Casey (D) R R R R R R R R
Specter (R) R R R R W W R R

rhode island
Reed, J. (D) R R R R R R R R
Whitehouse (D) R R R R R R R R

south carolina
DeMint (R) W W W W W W W W
Graham (R) W W R W W W W W

south dakota
Johnson, Tim (D) X X X X R R R R
Thune (R) W W R W W W W R

tennessee
Alexander, L. (R) W W R R W W W W
Corker (R) W W R R W W W W

texas
Cornyn (R) W W R W W W W W
Hutchison (R) W W R R R W W W

utah
Bennett (R) W W R W R W W W
Hatch (R) W W R R R W W R

vermont
Leahy (D) R R R R R R R R
Sanders (I) R R R R R R R R

virginia
Warner (R) W W R R W W W W
Webb (D) R R R R R R R R

washington
Cantwell (D) R R R R R R R R
Murray (D) R R R R R R R R

west virginia
Byrd (D) R R R R W X R R
Rockefeller (D) R R R R R R R R

wisconsin
Feingold (D) R R R R R R R R
Kohl (D) R R R R R R R R

wyoming
Barrasso (R) I W R W W W W W
Enzi (R) W W R W W W W W
Thomas (R) W I I I I I I I
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Vote Number:  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
AFT Position:  Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

georgia
Chambliss (R) W W R W W W W R
Isakson (R) W W R W W W W W

hawaii
Akaka (D) R R R R R R R R
Inouye (D) R R R R R R R R

idaho
Craig (R) W W W W R W W W
Crapo (R) W W W W W W W W

illinois
Durbin (D) R R R R R R R R
Obama (D) R R X R R R R R

indiana
Bayh (D) R R R R R W R R
Lugar (R) W W R R R W W W

iowa
Grassley (R) W W R R W W W R
Harkin (D) R R R R R R R R

kansas
Brownback (R) X W X W R W W W
Roberts (R) W W W R W W W W

kentucky
Bunning (R) W W W W W W W W
McConnell (R) W W W W W W W R

louisiana
Landrieu (D) R R R R W R R R
Vitter (R) W W W W W W W W
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