
The power to hope, to learn, and to succeed

Transitioning to Kindergarten
A Toolkit for Early Childhood Educators
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tÉäÅçãÉ=Ñêçã=

^cq=~åÇ=k`ia
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Getting Started
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About NCLD

qÜÉ=k~íáçå~ä=`ÉåíÉê=Ñçê=iÉ~êåáåÖ=aáë~ÄáäáíáÉë=Ek`iaF ïçêâë=

íç=ÉåëìêÉ=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=å~íáçåDë=NR=ãáääáçå=ÅÜáäÇêÉåI=~ÇçäÉëÅÉåíë=~åÇ ~Çìäíë=ïáíÜ=äÉ~êåáåÖ=

Çáë~ÄáäáíáÉë=Ü~îÉ=ÉîÉêó=çééçêíìåáíó=íç=ëìÅÅÉÉÇ=áå=ëÅÜççäI=ïçêâ=~åÇ=äáÑÉK

lìê=ãáëëáçå=áë=íç=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=çééçêíìåáíáÉë=Ñçê=~ää=áåÇáîáÇì~äë=ïáíÜ=äÉ~êåáåÖ=Çáë~ÄáäáíáÉë=

íç=~ÅÜáÉîÉ=íÜÉáê=Ñìää=éçíÉåíá~äK

k`iaÛë=ÜáÖÜÉëí=éêáçêáíó=áë=íç=ÜÉäé=ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=äÉ~êåáåÖ=~åÇ=äáíÉê~Åó=åÉÉÇë=çÑ=óçìåÖ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=

~ÖÉÇ=Q=íÜêçìÖÜ=VK

tÉ=~êÉ=ÄìáäÇáåÖ=åÉï=éêçÖê~ãë=~åÇ=éêçÇìÅíë=íç=ÜÉäé=ÉåëìêÉ=íÜ~í=óçìåÖ=ÅÜáäÇêÉåÛë=

ÇáÑÑáÅìäíáÉë=ïáíÜ=äÉ~êåáåÖ=~êÉ=êÉÅçÖåáòÉÇ=~åÇ=êÉëéçåÇÉÇ=íç=É~êäó ÉåçìÖÜ=íç=~ääçï=Ñçê=~=

ëìÅÅÉëëÑìä=íê~åëáíáçå=íç=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=~åÇ=ÄÉóçåÇK
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qÜÉ=ã~àçêáíó=çÑ=ëÅÜççäJ~ÖÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ïáíÜ=äÉ~êåáåÖ=Çáë~ÄáäáíáÉë=Ü~îÉ=
éêçÄäÉãë=áå=êÉ~ÇáåÖK

mççê=ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí=çÑ=É~êäó=äáíÉê~Åó=ëâáääë=Å~å=ÜÉäé=áÇÉåíáÑó=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=
ïÜç=~êÉ=éçíÉåíá~ääó=~í=êáëâ=Ñçê=äÉ~êåáåÖ=Çáë~ÄáäáíáÉëK

`ÜáäÇêÉå=ïÜçëÉ=êÉ~ÇáåÖ=ÇáÑÑáÅìäíáÉë=Ü~îÉ=åçí=ÄÉÉå=áÇÉåíáÑáÉÇ=Äó=
Öê~ÇÉ=Q=ïáää=ãçëí=äáâÉäó=ëíáää=ëíêìÖÖäÉ=ïáíÜ=êÉ~ÇáåÖ=~í=íÜÉ=ÉåÇ=çÑ=ÜáÖÜ=
ëÅÜççäK=

qÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=ëíê~íÉÖáÉë=íÜ~í=ïçêâ=Ñçê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ïáíÜ=äÉ~êåáåÖ=Çáë~ÄáäáíáÉë=
ïçêâ=Ñçê=~ää ÅÜáäÇêÉåK

Why focus on early literacy? Research 
shows…..
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Why talk about transitioning 
to kindergarten?

açÉëåÛí=áí=àìëí=Ü~ééÉå\

háåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=êÉéçêí=íÜ~í=QUB=çÑ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Ü~îÉ
ãçÇÉê~íÉ=çê=ëÉîÉêÉ=éêçÄäÉãë=ïáíÜ=íê~åëáíáçåëK

Ek~íáçå~ä=`ÉåíÉê=Ñçê=b~êäó=aÉîÉäçéãÉåí=C=iÉ~êåáåÖK=ENVVVI=
pìããÉêFK= oÉëÉ~êÅÜ=~åÇ=éçäáÅó=ÄêáÉÑW= qê~åëáíáçå=íç=
âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉåK= `Ü~éÉä=eáääI=k`W= råáîÉêëáíó=çÑ=kçêíÜ=
`~êçäáå~=~í=`Ü~éÉä=eáääKF

vÉ~êJäçåÖ=éêçÅÉëëÁ
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Why talk about transitioning 
to kindergarten?

^êÉ=ïÉ=ÇçáåÖ=ÉîÉêóíÜáåÖ=ïÉ=Å~å=íç=ã~âÉ=ëìêÉ=íÜ~íW

`ÜáäÇêÉå=~êÉ=éêÉé~êÉÇ=Ñçê=ëÅÜççä\

qÉ~ÅÜÉêë=~åÇ=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=éêÉé~êÉÇ=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=

íÜÉó=ïáää=êÉÅÉáîÉ\

m~êÉåíë=~êÉ=éêÉé~êÉÇ=íç=é~êíáÅáé~íÉ=áå=íÜÉ=éêçÅÉëë\
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Life is filled with transitions:
Sample Activity

qÜáåâ=~Äçìí=ëçãÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=áãéçêí~åí=íê~åëáíáçåë=~ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉëÉ=ëí~ÖÉë=çÑ=äáÑÉW

b~êäó=`ÜáäÇÜççÇ

jáÇÇäÉ=`ÜáäÇÜççÇ

^ÇçäÉëÅÉåÅÉ

vçìåÖ=^ÇìäíÜççÇ

jáÇÇäÉJ^ÖÉ=mÜ~ëÉ

pÉåáçê=`áíáòÉå=mÜ~ëÉ

tÜ~í=~êÉ=ëçãÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=éäÉ~ë~åí=~åÇLçê=åÉÖ~íáîÉ=ÑÉÉäáåÖë=Åçããçåäó=~ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=ïáíÜ===

íÜÉëÉ=íê~åëáíáçåë\

tÜ~í=íóéÉë=çÑ=áåíÉêå~ä=~åÇ=ÉñíÉêå~ä=Ñ~Åíçêë=áãé~Åí=íÜÉëÉ=íê~åëáíáçåë\

tÜ~í=íóéÉë=çÑ=ëìééçêí=Å~å=ÄÉ=çÑÑÉêÉÇ=íç=ÉåÜ~åÅÉ=íÜÉëÉ=íê~åëáíáçåë\=
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If I could build a transition toolkit, I 
would include…Sample Activity

mäÉ~ëÉ=í~âÉ=~=ÑÉï=ãçãÉåíë=~åÇ=íÜáåâ=~Äçìí=áíÉãë=
óçì=ïçìäÇ=áåÅäìÇÉ=áå=~=íê~åëáíáçå=íççäâáíK
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Essential Information:
Sample Activity

fã~ÖáåÉ=íÜ~í=óçì=~êÉ=~=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêI=~åÇ=óçì=ïáää=ÄÉ=
ÖêÉÉíáåÖ=~=Öêçìé=çÑ=ÉåÉêÖÉíáÅ=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíåÉêë=áå=~=ÅçìéäÉ=çÑ=ãçåíÜëK

tÜ~í=âáåÇ=çÑ=áåÑçêã~íáçå=Çç=óçì=ï~åí=íç=êÉÅÉáîÉ=Ñêçã=
íÜÉ=é~êÉåíë\

tÜ~í=âáåÇ=çÑ=áåÑçêã~íáçå=Çç=óçì=ï~åí=íç=êÉÅÉáîÉ=Ñêçã=
íÜÉ=éêÉëÅÜççä=ÅÉåíÉêLÑ~ãáäó=ÅÜáäÇ=Å~êÉ=éêçîáÇÉê\

tÜÉå=Çç=óçì=ï~åí=íç=êÉÅÉáîÉ=íÜÉ=áåÑçêã~íáçå\
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Essential Information—
The NCLD Perspective

tÜ~í=áåÑçêã~íáçå=~Äçìí=~=ÅÜáäÇ=áë=áãéçêí~åí=
Ñçê=íÜÉ=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=íç=âåçï\

^Äçìí=íÜÉ=Ñ~ãáäó

iÉ~êåáåÖ=ëíóäÉë

pâáää=ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí

pçÅá~ä=áåíÉê~Åíáçåë
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The Toolkit

qÜÉ=íççäâáí=áåÅäìÇÉë=ã~íÉêá~äë=íÜ~í=ïáää=ÜÉäé=óçì=áãéäÉãÉåí=
ëíê~íÉÖáÉë=íç=Ñ~Åáäáí~íÉ=íÜÉ=íê~åëáíáçå=éêçÅÉëë=Ñçê=ÅÜáäÇêÉåI=
Ñ~ãáäáÉëI=ëÅÜççäë=~åÇ=ÅçããìåáíáÉëK==

iÉíÛë=í~âÉ=~=ï~äâ=íÜêçìÖÜ=íÜÉ=íççäâáíK
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School Readiness

eçï=Çç=óçì=âåçï=áÑ=~=ÅÜáäÇ=áë=êÉ~Çó=Ñçê=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå\=

pÅÜççä=êÉ~ÇáåÉëë=íççäëW

`êÉ~íáåÖ=~å=b~êäó=iÉ~êåáåÖ=m~ëëéçêí

qÜÉ=háåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=oÉ~ÇáåÉëë=fåÇáÅ~íçêë=`ÜÉÅâäáëí

qÜÉ=háåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=oÉ~ÇáåÉëë=fåÇáÅ~íçêëW=lÄëÉêî~íáçå==============
~åÇ=^Åíáîáíó=dìáÇÉ

qÉãéä~íÉ=Ñçê=aê~ïáåÖ=~åÇ=têáíáåÖ=p~ãéäÉ
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Creating an Early Learning Passport

√ j~åó=É~êäó=ÅÜáäÇÜççÇ=ÉÇìÅ~íçêë=Ü~îÉ=ÑçìåÇ=áí=ÜÉäéÑìä=íç=ÅêÉ~íÉ==
E~åÇ=êÉÅÉáîÉF=~å=É~êäó=äÉ~êåáåÖ=é~ëëéçêí=Ñçê=É~ÅÜ=ÅÜáäÇK

√ qÜáë=é~ëëéçêí=áë=~=ÑçäÇÉê=ÑáääÉÇ=ïáíÜ=ÅÜÉÅâäáëíëI=ÇçÅìãÉåíë=~åÇ=ïçêâ=
ë~ãéäÉë=áåíÉåÇÉÇ=íç=é~ëë=~äçåÖ=íç=~=ÅÜáäÇÛë=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêK

√ qÜÉêÉ=áë=åç=“êáÖÜíÒ ï~ó=íç=ÅêÉ~íÉ=íÜáë=é~ëëéçêíK

√ qÜÉ=ãçëí=áãéçêí~åí=íÜáåÖ=áë=íÜ~í=áåÑçêã~íáçå=~Äçìí=~=ÅÜáäÇÛë=ëâáääë=
~åÇ=ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí=áë=é~ëëÉÇ=çå=íç=íÜÉ=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=áå=~=
ìëÉÑìäI=çêÖ~åáòÉÇ=ï~óK
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“Early Learning Passport”:
Sample Activity

píÉé=låÉW aáëÅìëë=íÜÉ=íóéÉë=çÑ=ïçêâ=ë~ãéäÉë=
óçì=ïçìäÇ=ëÜ~êÉ=ïáíÜ=é~êÉåíë=~åÇLçê=
âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=áå=~å=b~êäó=iÉ~êåáåÖ=
m~ëëéçêíK

píÉé=qïçW aáëÅìëë=íÜÉ=ÄÉåÉÑáíë=íç=ÅÜáäÇêÉåI=é~êÉåíë=
~åÇ=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêëK
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Kindergarten Readiness 
Indicators Checklist

√ qÜáë=áë=~=ëÜçêí=ÅÜÉÅâäáëí=íÜ~í=ÜÉäéë=íê~Åâ=ëâáääë=íÜ~í=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Ü~îÉ=
ã~ëíÉêÉÇ=~ë=íÜÉó=ãçîÉ=íÜêçìÖÜ=íÜÉ=éêÉJâáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=óÉ~êK==

√ qÜáë=áë=ëáãéäó=~=äáëí=çÑ=ëâáääë=íÜ~í=ïáää=ÖáîÉ=óçìI=~ë=~å=É~êäó=ÉÇìÅ~íçêI======
~=éä~ÅÉ=íç=ÄÉÖáå=áå=éêÉé~êáåÖ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Ñçê=ÉåíÉêáåÖ=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå



17

Kindergarten Readiness Indicators: 
Observation & Activity Guide

√ qÜáë=ÖìáÇÉ=ï~ë=ÇÉëáÖåÉÇ=íç=ÜÉäé=ÉÇìÅ~íçêë=âåçï=ïÜ~í=íç=äççâ=Ñçê=
ïÜÉå=çÄëÉêîáåÖ=~=ÅÜáäÇ=íÜêçìÖÜçìí=íÜÉ=óÉ~êI=~åÇ=ÖáîÉ=ëçãÉ=áÇÉ~ë=
Ñçê=ëâáääJÄìáäÇáåÖ=~ÅíáîáíáÉë=íç=ìëÉ=áÑ=~=ÅÜáäÇ=åÉÉÇë=ëçãÉ=ÜÉäéK

qÜÉ=ÖìáÇÉ=ÑçÅìëÉë=çå=íÜÉ=~êÉ~ë=çÑW

√ bñéêÉëëáîÉ=~åÇ=oÉÅÉéíáîÉ=i~åÖì~ÖÉ

√ iÉ~êåáåÖ=~åÇ=`çÖåáíáçå

√ mÜçåçäçÖáÅ~ä=^ï~êÉåÉëë=~åÇ=mêáåí=håçïäÉÇÖÉ

√ b~êäó=j~íÜÉã~íáÅë

√ pçÅá~äLbãçíáçå~ä

√ mÜóëáÅ~ä=aÉîÉäçéãÉåí
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School Readiness: 
Sample Activity

píÉé=låÉW rëáåÖ=íÜÉ=háåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=oÉ~ÇáåÉëë=fåÇáÅ~íçêë==

`ÜÉÅâäáëíI==ÅêÉ~íÉ=~=éêçÑáäÉ=Ñçê=~å=áã~Öáå~êó=ÅÜáäÇK==

píÉé=qïçW aáëÅìëë=íÜÉ=íóéÉ=çÑ=áåÑçêã~íáçå=óçì=ïçìäÇ=äáâÉ==============

íç=ëÜ~êÉ=ïáíÜ=é~êÉåíë=~åÇLçê=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêëK

píÉé=qÜêÉÉW aáëÅìëë=íÜÉ=ÄÉåÉÑáíë=íç=ÅÜáäÇêÉåI=é~êÉåíë=~åÇ=

âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêëK=

GGiççâ=~í=íÜÉ=lÄëÉêî~íáçå=~åÇ=~Åíáîáíó=ÖìáÇÉK==eçï=ãáÖÜí=íÜáë=ÄÉ ÜÉäéÑìä\
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Drawing and Writing Sample

√ fí=áë=áãéçêí~åí=íç=éêçîáÇÉ=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ïáíÜ=
Çê~ïáåÖ=~åÇ=ïêáíáåÖ=ë~ãéäÉë=Ñêçã=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=éçáåíë=
íÜêçìÖÜçìí=íÜÉ=óÉ~êK

√ j~åó=É~êäó=ÉÇìÅ~íçêë=éêçîáÇÉ=íÜÉëÉ=ë~ãéäÉë=íç=é~êÉåíëI=
ÅçääÉÅíáåÖ=íÜÉã=Ñçê=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=Å~å=ÄÉ=~ë=ëáãéäÉ=
~ë=éÜçíçÅçéóáåÖ=ëÉäÉÅí=ë~ãéäÉ=ëÉåí=ÜçãÉ=íç=é~êÉåíë=çê=
ìëáåÖ=íÜÉ=íÉãéä~íÉ=éêçîáÇÉÇK
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Early Literacy Screening
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Get Ready to Read!

√ dÉí=oÉ~Çó=íç=oÉ~Ç> áë=~=éêçÖê~ã=çÑ=íÜÉ=

√ k~íáçå~ä=`ÉåíÉê=Ñçê=iÉ~êåáåÖ=aáë~ÄáäáíáÉë=Ek`iaFK==

ÓdÉí=oÉ~Çó=íç=oÉ~Ç>
Óáë=~å=É~êäó=äáíÉê~Åó=éêçÖê~ã=ÇÉëáÖåÉÇ=íç=ÜÉäé=é~êÉåíëI=É~êäó=
ÉÇìÅ~íçêë=~åÇ=ÅÜáäÇ=Å~êÉ=éêçÑÉëëáçå~äë=ÉåëìêÉ=íÜ~í=óçìåÖ=

ÅÜáäÇêÉå=~êÉ=ÉèìáééÉÇ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=ÑìåÇ~ãÉåí~ä=ëâáääë=åÉÅÉëë~êó=
Ñçê=äÉ~êåáåÖ=íç=êÉ~ÇK=
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Get Ready to Read!

doqo> êÉëçìêÅÉë=áå=íÜÉ=íççäâáíW
√ fåíêçÇìÅíáçå=íç=íÜÉ=ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççä

√ eçï=íç=ìëÉ=íÜÉ=ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççä

√ eçï=íç=ëÅçêÉ=íÜÉ=ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççä

√ ^=ÅÜáäÇ=ÄççâäÉí=EëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççä=~åÇ=~åëïÉê=ëÜÉÉíF

√ “tÜ~í=f=äÉ~êåÉÇ=~Äçìí=íÜáë=ÅÜáäÇ=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=dÉí=oÉ~Çó=íç=oÉ~Ç>
ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççäKÒ

√ pâáääJÄìáäÇáåÖ=~Åíáîáíó=Å~êÇë
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About Get Ready to Read!

√ qÜÉ=Öç~ä=çÑ=dÉí=oÉ~Çó=íç=oÉ~Ç> áë=íç=ëÅêÉÉå=ÑçìêJóÉ~êJçäÇë=Ñçê============
É~êäó=äáíÉê~Åó=ëâáääë=ÄÉÑçêÉ=íÜÉó=ÉåíÉê=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=~åÇ=éêçîáÇÉ
ëâáääJëíêÉåÖíÜÉåáåÖ=~ÅíáîáíáÉë=íç=ÉåëìêÉ=êÉ~ÇáåÖ=ëìÅÅÉëëK=

√ qÜÉ=dÉí=oÉ~Çó=íç=oÉ~Ç> ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççä=ëÅêÉÉåë=Ñçê=É~êäó=äáíÉê~Åó=======
ëâáääëI=åçí=äÉ~êåáåÖ=Çáë~ÄáäáíáÉëK

√ qÜÉ=ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççä=~åÇ=êÉëçìêÅÉë=ïÉêÉ=ÇÉëáÖåÉÇ=íç=ÅçãéäÉãÉåí=
Åä~ëëêççã=ÅìêêáÅìäìãëI=åçí=êÉéä~ÅÉ=íÜÉã

√ `~å=ÄÉ=ìëÉÇ=Äó=ÉÇìÅ~íçêëI=é~êÉåíëI=ÅÜáäÇÅ~êÉ=éêçîáÇÉêë=~åÇ=çíÜÉêë
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√ ^ãÉêáÅ~å=cÉÇÉê~íáçå=çÑ=qÉ~ÅÜÉêë
√ `ÜáäÇ=tÉäÑ~êÉ=iÉ~ÖìÉ=çÑ=^ãÉêáÅ~
√ b~ëíÉê=pÉ~äë
√ c~ãáäó=bÇìÅ~íáçå=kÉíïçêâ
√ eçãÉ=fåëíêìÅíáçå=mêçÖê~ã=Ñçê=

mêÉëÅÜççä=vçìåÖëíÉêë=EefmmvF
√ fåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=aóëäÉñá~=^ëëçÅá~íáçå
√ fåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=oÉ~ÇáåÖ=^ëëçÅá~íáçå
√ gìãéëí~êí
√ iÉ~êåáåÖ=aáë~ÄáäáíáÉë=^ëëçÅá~íáçå
√ iÉÉ=mÉëâó=iÉ~êåáåÖ=`ÉåíÉê
√ k~íáçå~ä=^ëëçÅá~íáçå=Ñçê=c~ãáäó=`ÜáäÇ=

`~êÉ
√ k~íáçå~ä=`ÉåíÉê=Ñçê=c~ãáäó=iáíÉê~Åó
√ k~íáçå~ä=`çìåÅáä=çÑ=i~=o~ò~

• k~íáçå~ä=eÉ~Ç=pí~êí=^ëëçÅá~íáçå
• m~êÉåíJ`ÜáäÇ=eçãÉ=mêçÖê~ã
• m~êÉåíë=~ë=qÉ~ÅÜÉêë
• m~êÉåí=pÉêîáÅÉë=mêçàÉÅí
• mÉ~êëçå=b~êäó=iÉ~êåáåÖ
• mìÄäáÅ=iáÄê~êó=^ëëçÅá~íáçå
• oÉ~ÅÜ=lìí=~åÇ=oÉ~Ç
• oÉ~ÇáåÖ=fë=cìåÇ~ãÉåí~ä
• pÅÜï~Ä=cçìåÇ~íáçå
• píÉêå=`ÉåíÉê=Ñçê=i~åÖì~ÖÉ=~åÇ=

iÉ~êåáåÖ
• tbq^LoÉ~ÇáåÖ=oçÅâÉíëLialåiáåÉ
• td_eL_ÉíïÉÉå=íÜÉ=iáçåë
• v~äÉ=_ìëÜ=`ÉåíÉêLpÅÜççä=çÑ===íÜÉ=

ONëí `Éåíìêó

Get Ready to Read! national partners



25

iÉ~êåáåÖ=íç=êÉ~Ç=~åÇ=ïêáíÉ=ÄÉÖáåë=É~êäó=áå=ÅÜáäÇêÉåÛë====
ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåíI=ïÉää=ÄÉÑçêÉ=íÜÉó=ÉåíÉê=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=çê=Ñáêëí=Öê~ÇÉK

iÉ~êåáåÖ=íç=êÉ~Ç=~åÇ=ïêáíÉ=ÇçÉë=åçí=Ü~ééÉå=å~íìê~ääó=ïáíÜçìí==
~Çìäí=ÖìáÇ~åÅÉK==`ÜáäÇêÉå=åÉÉÇW

êÉÖìä~ê=ÉñéçëìêÉ=íç=~åÇ=áåíÉê~Åíáçå=ïáíÜ=éêáåí

êáÅÜ=çê~ä=~åÇ=ïêáííÉå=ä~åÖì~ÖÉ=áåíÉê~Åíáçåë=ïáíÜ=~Çìäíë

ëóëíÉã~íáÅI=ÉñéäáÅáí=áåëíêìÅíáçå=íç=ÇÉîÉäçé=~åÇ=ÉåÜ~åÅÉ=ëâáää=
ã~ëíÉêóK===

^äçåÖ=ïáíÜ=îçÅ~Äìä~êó=ÖêçïíÜI=âÉó=éêÉÇáÅíçêë=çÑ=É~êäó=ëìÅÅÉëë=áå
êÉ~ÇáåÖ=~êÉ=éêáåí=âåçïäÉÇÖÉI=ÉãÉêÖÉåí=ïêáíáåÖI=~åÇ=äáåÖìáëíáÅ=
~ï~êÉåÉëëK

What does research tell us?
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b~êäó=äáíÉê~Åó=ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=ÜÉäéë=é~êÉåíë=~åÇ=É~êäó=ÅÜáäÇÜççÇ=
éêçÑÉëëáçå~äëW

ìåÇÉêëí~åÇ=É~ÅÜ=ÅÜáäÇÛë=éêçÖêÉëë=íçï~êÇë=ÇÉîÉäçéáåÖ=
ÅçåÅÉéíë=~åÇ=ëâáääë=åÉÅÉëë~êó=Ñçê=ÉîÉåíì~ääó=äÉ~êåáåÖ=íç=êÉ~ÇK

áÇÉåíáÑó=ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí~ääó=~ééêçéêá~íÉ=~ÅíáîáíáÉë=íÜ~í=Å~å=ÄÉ=
ìëÉÇ=íç=ëìééçêí=É~êäó=äáíÉê~Åó=äÉ~êåáåÖK

ëÉÉâ=~ÇÇáíáçå~ä=~ÇîáÅÉ=~åÇ=ëÉêîáÅÉë=áÑ=~=ÅÜáäÇ=ÇçÉë=åçí===
~ééÉ~ê=íç=ÄÉ=ã~âáåÖ=~ééêçéêá~íÉ=éêçÖêÉëëK

Why screen for early literacy skills?
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Screening vs. assessment

Ó ^=ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççä áë=~=ÄêáÉÑ=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=íÜ~í=ÜÉäéë=íç=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåíá~íÉ=
ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ïÜç=~êÉ=~í=êáëâ=Ñçê=~íóéáÅ~ä=ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí=Ñêçã=íÜçëÉ====
ïÜç=~êÉ=åçíK=

Ó ^=ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççä ÅçìäÇ=ÄÉ=ìëÉÇ=íç=ÇÉÅáÇÉ=ïÜÉíÜÉê=çê=åçí=íç============
í~âÉ=ëéÉÅáÑáÅ=~Åíáçåë=ëìÅÜ=~ë=ëÉÉâáåÖ=êÉÑÉêê~äëI=ÑìêíÜÉê=íÉëíáåÖI=========
~åÇ=áåëíêìÅíáçå~ä=~ÅíáîáíáÉëK=fí=ÇçÉë=åçí=éêçîáÇÉ=~=“Çá~ÖåçëáëKÒ

Ó ^=íÉëí=çê=~ëëÉëëãÉåí áë=~=ãçêÉ=êáÖçêçìë=~åÇ=ÅçãéäÉñ=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=========
çÑ=âåçïäÉÇÖÉ=~åÇ=ëâáää=ïáíÜ=ãçêÉ=ÉñíÉåëáîÉ=êÉäá~Äáäáíó=~åÇ======
î~äáÇáíó=éêçéÉêíáÉëK=
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The Get Ready to Read! screening tool

ÓqÜÉ=doqo> ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççä=Åçåëáëíë=çÑ=OM=É~ëóJíçJìëÉ=áíÉãë=íÜ~í=
ë~ãéäÉ=ëçãÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=âÉó=éêÉÇáÅíçêë=çÑ=É~êäó=ëìÅÅÉëë=áå=êÉ~ÇáåÖW

éêáåí=âåçïäÉÇÖÉ=ëâáääë
ÉãÉêÖÉåí=ïêáíáåÖ=ëâáääë
äáåÖìáëíáÅ=~ï~êÉåÉëë=ëâáääë

Ó
doqo> áë=Ñçê=ÑçìêJóÉ~êJçäÇëI=áå=íÜÉ=óÉ~ê=ÄÉÑçêÉ=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉåK

qÜÉ=ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççä=áë=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=áå=båÖäáëÜ ~åÇ=pé~åáëÜ çåäáåÉ=çê=
çå=é~éÉêK

fí=éêçîáÇÉë=~=“ëå~éëÜçíÒ çÑ=ïÜÉêÉ=~=ÅÜáäÇ=áë=áå=íÜÉáê=ëâáää=
ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí
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qïÉåíó=É~ëóJíçJìëÉ=áíÉãë=íÜ~í=ë~ãéäÉ=éêáåí=âåçïäÉÇÖÉI=ÉãÉêÖÉåí=
ïêáíáåÖI=~åÇ=äáåÖìáëíáÅ=~ï~êÉåÉëë=ëâáääëK

b~ÅÜ=áíÉã=Ü~ë=Ñçìê=éáÅíìêÉë=~åÇ=~=èìÉëíáçåK

rëÉÇ=Äó=~å=~Çìäí=ïçêâáåÖ=ïáíÜ=~å=áåÇáîáÇì~ä=ÅÜáäÇ=áå=~=èìáÉí=
ÉåîáêçåãÉåíK=

pÅêÉÉåáåÖ=í~âÉë=~å=~îÉê~ÖÉ=çÑ=NM=íç=NO=ãáåìíÉëK

j~ó=ÄÉ=ìëÉÇ=íïç=çê=íÜêÉÉ=íáãÉë=áå=íÜÉ=óÉ~ê=ÄÉÑçêÉ=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉåI=
~ë=äçåÖ=~ë=íÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=ëÉîÉê~ä=ãçåíÜë=ÄÉíïÉÉå=~Çãáåáëíê~íáçåëK

Key features of the screening tool
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Message Composition

Printing Name

Drawing

Scribbling

Copying

Printing Letters

Invented Spelling

Active Listening

Rhyming 
Words

Segmenting 
Sentences

Vocabulary

Phonemic Awareness

Segmenting Words

EMERGENT
WRITING
SKILLS

PRINT
KNOWLEDGE

LINGUISTIC 
AWARENESS

Functions of Print

Print Components

Differentiating 
Print from Pictures

Naming Letters

Rules of Print

Book Rules

Three domains of learning to read
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These are pictures of a book.  Find the one that shows the back of the book.

Print knowledge
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Some children wrote their name.  Find the one that is written the best.

Emergent writing
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These pictures are ball, skate, apple and star. 

Find the one that starts with the buh sound.

Linguistic awareness
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√ oÉëìäíë=áåÇáÅ~íÉ=~=ÅÜáäÇÛë=éêçÖêÉëë áå=ÇÉîÉäçéáåÖ=íÜÉ=É~êäó=äáíÉê~Åó=
ëâáääë=åÉÉÇÉÇ=íç=äÉ~êå=Üçï=íç=êÉ~Ç=~åÇ=ïêáíÉK=

√ oÉëìäíë=Éå~ÄäÉ=~Çìäíë=íç=ÅÜççëÉ=~åÇ=~Ç~éí=~ééêçéêá~íÉ=äÉ~êåáåÖ=
~ÅíáîáíáÉë Ä~ëÉÇ=çå=ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=êÉëìäíëK=

√ qÜÉ=éêçÖê~ã=éêçîáÇÉë=áÇÉ~ë=íç=ÉåÖ~ÖÉ=~=ÅÜáäÇ=áå=~=ê~åÖÉ=çÑ=
çééçêíìåáíáÉë íÜ~í=ÄìáäÇ=âåçïäÉÇÖÉ=çÑ=äÉííÉêëI=ëçìåÇëI=Äççâë=~åÇ=
éêáåíK=

A child’s screening results
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Resources to Use with Parents
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Engaging Parents

√ dÉííáåÖ=íç=håçï=jó=`ÜáäÇW=^=dìáÇÉ=Ñçê=jó=`ÜáäÇÛë=
háåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=qÉ~ÅÜÉê

ÖÉííáåÖ=áí=áåíç=íÜÉ=Ü~åÇë=çÑ=é~êÉåíëX

ÜÉäéáåÖ=é~êÉåíë=ÑáääJáåJíÜÉJÄä~åâëX

ÖÉííáåÖ=íÜÉ=ÅçãéäÉíÉÇ=Ñçêãë=íç âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêëK

dÉííáåÖ=oÉ~Çó=Ñçê=háåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå=Ü~åÇçìíë

b~êäó=iáíÉê~Åó=^ÅíáîáíáÉë

kÉñí=píÉéëW=tÜ~í=íç=Çç=áÑ=óçì=~êÉ=ÅçåÅÉêåÉÇ=~Äçìí=óçìê=ÅÜáäÇÛë=
äáíÉê~Åó=ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí
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Getting to Know My Child

√ páãéäÉ=ÄççâäÉí=áå=båÖäáëÜ=~åÇ=pé~åáëÜ=íç=éêçîáÇÉ=íç=Ñ~ãáäáÉë=
íç=áåÅäìÇÉ=íÜÉáê=îçáÅÉ=áå=íÜÉ=íê~åëáíáçå=éêçÅÉëë
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Activity Cards

√ båÖäáëÜ=~åÇ=pé~åáëÜ=~ÅíáîáíáÉë=íç=ìëÉ=~í=ÜçãÉ=íç=ÄìáäÇ=ëâáääë=
íÜêçìÖÜçìí=íÜÉ=óÉ~ê=~åÇ=áå=íÜÉ=ëìããÉê=ÄÉÑçêÉ=âáåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå
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Developmental One-pagers

√ båÖäáëÜ=~åÇ=pé~åáëÜ=çåÉJé~ÖÉêë=íç=ëÉåÇ=ÜçãÉ=íç=ÜÉäé=ÄìáäÇ=
ìåÇÉêëí~åÇáåÖ=Ñçê=ëâáääë=íÜÉáê=ÅÜáäÇ=áë=ÄìáäÇáåÖ=~åÇ=ï~óë=íç=ÜÉäé=
íÜÉã=ÄìáäÇ=íÜÉáê=ëâáääë

√ i~åÖì~ÖÉ=aÉîÉäçéãÉåí

√ iÉ~êåáåÖ=~åÇ=qÜáåâáåÖ

√ _ÉÖáååáåÖ=oÉ~ÇáåÖ

√ _ÉÖáååáåÖ=têáíáåÖ

√ kìãÄÉêë=~åÇ=`çìåíáåÖ

√ mÜóëáÅ~ä=aÉîÉäçéãÉåí

√ pçÅá~ä=~åÇ=bãçíáçå~ä=aÉîÉäçéãÉåí
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Next Steps: What to do if I am 
concerned

√ ^=Ü~åÇ=çìí=íç=éêçîáÇÉ=é~êÉåíë=ïáíÜ=íáéë=çå=Üçï=íç=í~äâ=~Äçìí=
ÅçåÅÉêåë=íÜÉó=Ü~îÉ=~åÇ=ï~óë=íç=í~âÉ=~ÅíáçåK
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Resources
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Exploring the GRTR! Web site

www.getreadytoread.org
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√ ïïïKÖÉíêÉ~ÇóíçêÉ~ÇKçêÖW

doqo> ëÅêÉÉåáåÖ=íççä=~åÇ=~åëïÉê=ëÜÉÉí
~Åíáîáíó=Å~êÇë=áå=båÖäáëÜ=~åÇ=pé~åáëÜ
P=áåíÉê~ÅíáîÉ=Ö~ãÉë
iáíÉê~Åó=ÉåîáêçåãÉåí=ÅÜÉÅâäáëíë=Ñçê=Åä~ëëêççãI=ÜçãÉ=~åÇ=
Ñ~ãáäó=ÅÜáäÇ=Å~êÉ
áåÑçêã~íáçå=çå=É~êäó=äáíÉê~Åó=Ñçê=é~êÉåíë=~åÇ=ÉÇìÅ~íçêë
äáåâë=íç=~ÇÇáíáçå~ä=êÉëçìêÅÉë

Get Ready to Read!
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GRTR! online screening tool

http://www.getreadytoread.org/screening/grtr_directions.php
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We want to hear from you!

páÖå=ìé=Ñçê=çìê=ÑêÉÉ=b~êäó=iáíÉê~Åó=C=iÉ~êåáåÖ=ÉJåÉïëäÉííÉê=====
~íW=ïïïKÖÉíêÉ~ÇóíçêÉ~ÇKçêÖ

sáëáí=íÜÉ=^cq=ïÉÄ=ëáíÉ=~í=ïïïK~ÑíKçêÖ Ñçê=~ÇÇáíáçå~ä=====
êÉëçìêÅÉë

bJã~áä=èìÉëíáçåëI=ÅçããÉåíë=çê=ëìÖÖÉëíáçåë=~íW=
ÜÉäé]ÖÉíêÉ~ÇóíçêÉ~ÇKçêÖ


