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A conversation with new AFT president Randi Weingarten   

 
=

ON JULY 13, DELEGATES TO THE AFT CONVENTION IN CHICAGO ELECTED RANDI 
WEINGARTEN PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS. 
WEINGARTEN, WHO IS PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED FEDERATION OF TEACHERS IN 
NEW YORK CITY, HAS AMASSED AN IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
SINCE BECOMING UFT PRESIDENT 10 YEARS AGO. THESE INCLUDE RAISING SALARIES 
OF THE CITY’S TEACHERS BY 43 PERCENT IN THE LAST SIX YEARS, NEGOTIATING 
DIFFERENTIATED PAY PLANS THAT HAVE ENHANCED TEACHER QUALITY, AND 
TAKING THE LEAD IN PUSHING FOR A VOLUNTARY SCHOOLWIDE BONUS PACKAGE 
THAT HAS HELPED PROMOTE COLLABORATION AS A WAY TO IMPROVE HIGH-NEEDS 
SCHOOLS.=
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